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	This form has been designed for people who have installed artificial nest sites for Swifts.  Please complete as many of these questions as you can.  This will help us to understand how effective different artificial nest sites have been, and assist us in providing better advice about nest sites in the future.   Please note that we are equally interested in positive and negative results.  If you need additional forms, please contact swifts@rspb.org.uk.  

There are 5 parts to the survey.  Please answer as many questions as you can.  The sections are: 

· STEP ONE – Time and place

· STEP TWO – History of use

· STEP THREE – Details of nest box

· STEP FOUR – Nest box situation
· STEP FIVE – Additional details
· STEP SIX – Your contact details (optional)
 Please use a separate form for each nest box type in each different situation.  

	STEP ONE – Time and place

	
	

	
	Today’s date:   

	
	Location of nest box:

	
	Building/ street address:  

	
	Town/ City:   

	
	County:   

	
	Postcode/ grid reference:    

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	STEP TWO – History of nest box use

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Number of nest boxes
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Number of boxes occupied at least once
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Year first nest box was installed
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Year first nest box was used by swifts
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nest box years (optional)
	
	e.g. if you installed 10 boxes 7 years ago, and added 2 more boxes 3 years ago, Nest box years  = (7x10)+(2x3) = 76

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Occupancy years (optional)
	
	e.g. if 2 nest boxes have been occupied for 5 years, and one for 3 years, Occupancy years  = (2x5)+(1x3) = 13

	STEP THREE – Details of nest box

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Manufacturer:

	
	
	Ibstock
	
	Schwegler
	
	
	Home-made
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Other (please give details)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Material:

	
	
	Brick
	
	Concrete
	
	
	Wood
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Woodcrete
	
	Plastic
	
	
	Other (please give details)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nest box dimensions:

	
	Height
	
	
	Width
	
	
	Depth
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entrance size:

	
	Height
	
	
	Width
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entrance direction:

	
	
	Horizontally
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	A
	
	Sloped
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	B
	
	Downwards
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	C

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Down with adjacent surface
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	  D
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	E
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Entrance shape:

	
	
	Square
	
	Rectangle
	
	
	Circle
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Oval
	
	Triangle
	
	
	D-shaped
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Other (please give details)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Distance from bottom of entrance to base of chamber:
	
	

	
	
	Less than 10 cm
	
	More than 10 cm
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Approach:

	
	
	Along wall
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	F
	
	Into wall  
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	G
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Was an artificial nest or nest concave placed in any of the boxes?

	
	
	Yes
	
	No
	
	
	
	

	STEP FOUR – Nest box situation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the nest box in a multi-box?
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	If yes, how many compartments?
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Position:

	
	
	Under eaves
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	H
	
	In eaves
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	I
	
	On wall
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	J

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	In wall
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	K
	
	In roof
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	L
	
	Other (please give details)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Height of entrance from ground:

	
	
	Less than 4m
	
	4 to 10m
	
	
	11 to 20m
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	21 to 30m
	
	Over 30m - please estimate
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clearance directly below nest box:

	
	
	Less than 1.5m
	
	1.5 to 3m
	
	
	3 to 5m
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Over 5m
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Distance to nearest object (building, tree, etc) directly opposite the nest:

	
	
	Less than 10m
	
	10 to 30 m 
	
	
	Over 30m
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Orientation of wall:

	
	
	North
	
	Northeast
	
	
	East
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Southeast
	
	South
	
	
	Southwest
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	West
	
	Northwest
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Type of building:

	
	
	House
	
	Church
	
	
	Flats
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Offices
	
	Hospital
	
	
	Public building
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Industrial building
	
	Other
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surrounding development:

	
	
	Urban – city/ town centre
	
	Suburban
	
	
	Rural – village
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Rural – hamlet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	STEP FOUR – Nest box situation (continued...)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age of building:

	
	
	Pre-1919
	
	1919 to 1944
	
	1945 to 1964
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1965 to 1979 
	
	1980 to 1994 
	
	1995 to 2009 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	2010 onwards
	
	Unknown
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	STEP FIVE – Additional details

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Were swifts breeding on this building when the nest box was installed?
	
	Yes
	
	No

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Did swifts nest here in the decade before the nest box was installed?  
	
	Yes
	
	No
	
	Don’t know

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you aware of any nest sites destroyed nearby?
	
	Yes
	
	No

	

	

	Distance to closest other breeding swifts (if known)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Did you play swift calls after you installed the nest box?

	
	
	No
	
	Once
	
	For 1 – 5 days
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	For 6 – 10 days
	
	For >10 days
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are other species using the nest site?

	
	
	Starling
	
	House sparrow
	
	Blue tit
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Great tit
	
	Other (please give details)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there any other factors you think are relevant?

	

	STEP SIX – Your contact details

	We would like to know more about how successful artificial nest sites are.  If you provide us with your contact details, we may contact you in the future to follow up on the progress of the nest site installation.  We will not use your details for any other purpose.

	
	Name:    
	Organisation:   

	
	Telephone:    
	Email:   
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Please return the completed form by email to: swifts@rspb.org.uk
Or by freepost to: Swift Nest Provision, RSPB, FREEPOST ANG6335, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2BR

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity England and Wales no 207076 and Scotland no SC037654

Photos appear courtesy of Swift Conservation.  These photographs are copyrighted.  For further information please contact Swift Conservation at mail@swift-conservation.org
Photo credits – A: Darren Maple; B, D: Edward Mayer; C, F, G, H: Kirsty Johns; E, I: Rowland Giddy; J, K: Mark Smyth; L: Helen Robertson


