
 
 
How are birds' bills adapted for feeding on different food items? 
Below are six pictures of British farmland and hedgerow birds. 
Using arrows, match the bird to their preferred food items in the 
separate boxes below. (You may find other clues in the pictures 
to help you, such as bird size, ability to fly - think of more. ) 
 

 
What type of food item do you think each 'bill type' is adapted 
for? Why? 

• Thin and delicate 
• Short, stout and stubby 
• Short and hooked 
•  

Organisms that feed on different food items, and so do not 
compete with each other for food, are said to have different 
feeding 'niches'. 
 


