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The new approach to flooding

The rigorous and forward thinking of the Parliament’s Transport
and Environment Committee in its consideration of the Water
Environment and Water Services Bill promised to change the way
we deal with flooding in Scotland. This new policy introduced a
duty on Scottish Ministers, SEPA and responsible authorities to
‘promote sustainable flood management’.

However, four years on, we are seeing very little change
happening on the ground. Development is still allowed to take
place on floodplains and there have only been a handful of
attempts to plan on a catchment basis.

The design of flood schemes is still dominated by the traditional
approach and hard engineering. Land managers, farmers and

local authorities alike do not understand what sustainable flood
management means in practice and the Scottish Executive has
been slow in taking this issue forward.

What is sustainable flood management?

‘Sustainable flood management’ is achieved by adopting the following elements to manage the risk of flooding:

B a strategic, catchment based approach (the whole river basin, from source to the sea)
B protecting and using natural systems and habitats

H promoting ‘soft engineering’ techniques

Sustainable flood management embodies a shift from our
predominantly piecemeal and reactive approach, towards a more
strategic catchment based approach which uses natural processess
and natural systems to store and slow down the flow of water.

z Such an approach offers a long term, sustainable solution to
-~ % \ flooding in the face of changing climate and weather patterns. It is
;‘b\ f a cost-effective means of tackling flooding - protecting homes and
; businesses whilst benefiting environment and biodiversity.

Snipe by Nigel Blake (rspb-images.com)

There will, of course, still be a place for hard defences — sometimes
there may be no alternative, but these should be built ‘around’ soft
engineering measures. However, policy and other practical barriers
still exist that slow down the implementation of a sustainable
approach to flooding.




