
a celebration of our heathland heritage

East Devon’s

Family Festival day - Sunday 24 July
24 July to 29 July 2011
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East Devon Heath Week 

Family Festival Day

Woodbury Castle (SY033873)

nr Exmouth - follow the AA road signs

Sunday 24 July 11am - 3:30pm

A wild time for all the family. Drop in for an

hour or two or bring a picnic and stay the 

whole day. Free parking.

Activities on offer include:

•  Wildlife walks and reptile rambles

•  4x4 Landrover Experience safari rides

•  Archaeological fun 

•  Storytelling and music

•  Wildlife murder mystery

•  Willow weaving*

*small charge applies
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Pond Dipping - Aylesbeare Common

10am - 12noon

Join the Rangers for a tractor ride and pond

dipping session on the RSPB Aylesbeare

heathland reserve.

Booking essential: RSPB 01392 432691

Venn Ottery Reserve Open Day

2pm - 4pm

Join the warden on a guided walk and find out

how rare southern damselflies are returning to

this special reserve. 

Booking essential: RSPB 01392 432691

Tramper trial - Mutter’s Moor

2pm - 5pm (4 x 45 minute tours on the hour)

A chance to try out new all terrain mobility

scooters available through the Countryside

Mobility South West (CMSW) scheme. Get

close to heathland wildlife and discover a new

way to enjoy our outstanding landscapes.

Bookings only: contact CMSW on 01392 456522

for more details.

Family Mountain Bike Safari - Mutter’s Moor

6:30pm - 7:30pm

Responsible off-road cycling is a great way to

enjoy more of the East Devon AONB. Join us

on a family friendly introduction to off-road 

riding. Mutter’s Moor, looked after by the

Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust, is a great

place to start mountain biking. Suitable for 

off-road bikes only. Cycle helmets essential.

Accompanied children over 7 years. 

Booking essential: East Devon AONB 01404 46663
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Nightjar Mountain Bike Ride - 

Mutter’s Moor

9pm - 10.30pm

Responsible off-road cycling is a great way to

enjoy more of the East Devon AONB. Join us

on a family friendly introduction to off-road

nightrides. Mutter’s Moor, looked after by the

Pebblebed Heaths Conservation Trust, is an

excellent site for your first Nightjar experience.

Cycle helmets and lights essential. Accompanied

children over 9 years only. 

Booking essential: East Devon AONB 01404 46663

Reptile Ramble - 

Trinity Hill Local Nature Reserve

9am - 11am

Get up early to search for elusive reptiles

on this heathland reserve with the District

Council Ranger Service. Help check the

reptile ‘havens’ to see who is at home. 

For details contact the East Devon

Countryside Service 01395 517557
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Bystock Pools Open Day

Family friendly friendly walks & activities 

11am & 1:30pm  Work party 10am - 3pm

Join a guided walk or help with the heathland

management of this very special site. Hot drinks

and all tools provided (if working), but please

bring a packed lunch and wear suitable clothing.

New volunteers welcome. Organised by the 

by the Devon Wildlife Trust and Exmouth 

Local Group.  

For information call: 01392 279244

Access from the North entrance. Directions from

Exmouth - Drive to the top of Hulham Road

(B3180), take the short right hand fork to the

junction (B3179). Take the minor road opposite.

Drive for approx. half a mile, entrance on right

hand side, 100m past Wrights Lane.

Arty Aylesbeare 

11am - you finish!

Calling all budding artists!  Bring your own

materials to work alongside artists from the

Farringdon Society of Arts, to interpret

the beauty and drama of the heaths. 

Bookings only: 01392 432691

Bronze Age Barrows 

and Burial Sites

3pm - 4.30pm

Kids....take your first steps to becoming a 

landscape detective. Join our Devon County

archaeologist to discover who lived in our

Bronze Age landscapes and make your own clay

thumb pot! Find out more about Peter Orlando

Hutchinson who first recorded details of these

historical features in his diaries back in the

1800s. Accompanied children only.

Bookings only to obtain parking details: East

Devon AONB 01404 46663
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Heather and a lot more! 

10am - 12:30pm

Heathland plants stroll around RSPB Aylesbeare

with Mike Lock, Axe Vale and District

Conservation Society. Discover the wealth of

plants that make up important heathland 

habitats. Donations welcome.

Turbaries film night

7:30pm 

Join us for a special showing of Geoff Pearce’s,

local film maker, “The Management of

Stockland Turbaries” and introduced by David

Allen. The film tells the wonderful story of the

wildlife seen throughout the year and showcases

the traditional heathland management 

techniques, like swaling that is still used to 

conserve the Turbaries which are regenerating

wet heathland. 

Free admission. Copies of the film will be available

to purchase at £10. Proceeds go towards the

ongoing conservation of the Turbaries.

Nightjar Hunt - the Commons

8:30pm - 11pm

Join Senior Commons Warden Bungy Williams

on his hunt to see and hear this distinctive 

nocturnal bird, not to be missed. 

Bookings only: 

Clinton Devon Estates 01395 443881
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Reptile Ramble -

Fire Beacon Hill Local Nature Reserve

9am - 11am

Get up early to search for elusive reptiles on

this heathland reserve with the District Council

Education Ranger who will be checking the 

reptile traps. 

For details contact the East Devon Countryside

Service 01395 517557

RSPB Aylesbeare Practical Day

10am - 4pm

Want something new to try out or meet some

new friends? Why not join our team of RSPB

volunteers on practical heathland management

tasks and give our wildlife a helping hand. Stay

for a short time or the whole day. Tools/gloves

provided. Bring packed lunch, wear suitable

clothing/footwear. 

For details contact RSPB 01392 432691

Wild Family Fun -

Offwell Woodland Education Centre

10am - 12:30pm

Join Woodland Centre Warden Dougal for 

family activities around the heathland, woodland

and pond habitats at this picturesque education

centre with lakeside picnic facilities – bring a

picnic. Donation £3 per person. 

Booking essential 01404 831881



Grazing heathland -

Fire Beacon Hill Local Nature Reserve

5:30 - 7pm 

Join RSPB Warden Toby Taylor to find out why

grazing has returned to Fire Beacon Hill to

enhance the heathland wildlife. Fire Beacon Hill

is owned by Sidmouth Town Council and is one

of the two District Council heathland local nature

reserves. Parking in the fields at the top Fire

Beacon Hill Lane, behind ‘The Bowd Inn’, follow

road around to the left and look for the signs. 

For details contact RSPB 01392 432691

Guided Mountain Bike Safari -

the Commons

7pm - 8.30pm

Responsible off-road cycling is a great way to

enjoy more of the East Devon AONB. The

Senior Commons Warden will lead a challenging

discovery ride across the Commons. Minimum

age 14 years. Cycle helmet essential. Cost £7.50

to include Sausage Supper at the Inn afterwards. 

Booking only: East Devon AONB 01404 46663

Bats at Bystock - 

Bystock Pools Reserve

8:30pm - 10:30pm

Join Ian Chadwick, Devon Wildlife Trust

Reserves Officer, for a walk round Bystock

Pools to find out which bats live here. Bat

detectors will be provided to help us identify

the bats by their different calls. Uneven terrain

so stout footwear and torch are essential.

Suggested donation £2. 

Bookings only: DWT 01392 279244
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Heathland and Quarry Walks  

10am - 12noon & 2pm - 4pm

A fascinating and rare opportunity to go behind

the scenes of this working quarry with Bardon

Aggregate Industries, Senior Commons Warden

and RSPB to discover more about future plans

for the re-creation of heathland once quarrying

has ceased. 

For safety reasons booking is essential: 

RSPB 01392 432691

Pebblestone Pavements -

Aylesbeare Common

4:30 - 6pm

A chance to look at recently excavated 

pavements on Aylesbeare Common, find out

more about tumuli and the historical fascination

in pebbles with Professor Chris Tilley. 

For details contact RSPB 01392 432691

Bats at Bystock - Bystock Pools Reserve

8:30pm - 10:30pm

Back by popular demand! Join Ian Chadwick,

Devon Wildlife Trust Reserves Officer, for a walk

round Bystock Pools to find out which bats live

here. Bat detectors will be provided to help us

identify the bats by their different calls. Uneven

terrain so stout footwear and torch are 

essential. Suggested donation £2. 

Bookings only: DWT 01392 279244
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Guided Mountain Bike Safari -

the Commons

10am - 12noon

Responsible off-road cycling is a great way to

enjoy more of the East Devon AONB. Kimmo

Evans will lead a challenging discovery ride across

to the East Budleigh Common. Minimum age 14

years. Cycle helmet essential. Back in time for

local produce lunch at the Mill afterwards. 

Bookings only: East Devon AONB 01404 46663

Family Mountain Bike Safari - Trinity Hill

6:30pm - 7:30pm

Responsible off-road cycling is a great way to

enjoy more of the East Devon AONB. Join us

on a family friendly introduction to off-road 

riding. Trinity Hill, looked after by the Forestry

Commission, is great place to start mountain

biking and get close to heath that returns after

woodland management. Suitable for off-road

bikes only. Cycle helmet essential. Accompanied

children over 7 years. Bookings only: East Devon

AONB 01404 46663H
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RSPB Aylesbeare Reserve -

Dawn to Dusk Day

Darties at Dawn - 06:30am to 9am

Make the most of the early morning and

enjoy the heathland awakening. Suitable for

all ages. Followed at about 8:30 by a magical

BBQ breakfast on the heath using tasty local

produce. £7 donation requested. 

Water and Wellies - 11am to 12:30pm

Wet’n’wild fun and discover amazing facts

about our pondlife from pond skaters to

dragonflies. Nets provided but please bring

wellies.

Things with Wings - 11am to 12:30pm

Aylesbeare Reserve has the highest 

number of species of butterfly, 

dragonfly and damselfly of any 

other RSPB reserve. Join our warden 

on a search for as many as you can find!

Thing with Wings – 2pm to 3:30pm

Another chance to look for butterflies,

dragonflies and damselflies. See how many 

you can tick off on our checklist.

Willow Weaving and Art on the Heath

2pm to 4pm

Be inspired by our heathland wildlife and get

creative. Make your own wild scupltures.

£4 to cover materials 

Goodnight Heath Week, hello bats, 

moths and nightjars

8:30pm to 11pm

To round off a super Heath Week – join us as

we listen out for the beautiful song of the 

nightjar on this walk. Experts will also identify

moths attracted to light traps and bats flying

overhead.

Booking essential for all the above: 

RSPB 01392 432691



East Devon Heath Week is

organised by the RSPB, Pebblebed

Heaths Conservation Trust, Devon Wildlife

Trust, East Devon District Council, Devon

County Council and the East Devon Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty, as well as supported

by the following.

Thanks also to all the volunteers too who make this

amazing programme of events possible.

For extra details about what’s on visit our Heath

Week googlemap at www.eastdevonaonb.org.uk

Pho
to:
Pe
bb
le
b

e
d
H
e
a
th
s
C
o
n
s
e
rv
a
ti
o
n
T
ru
s
t


