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Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

 

Licence Application Form 
Use this form if you want a licence to: 
o kill or take wild birds, 
o use a method that is prohibited by this Act, or 
o disturb wild birds listed on Schedule 1 of this Act 

 

 Please complete this application form using dark ink and BLOCK 
CAPITALS 

 All questions must be answered. The completed application should 
be sent to Natural England at the address given opposite.  Note you 
can complete this form electronically and email it to us. 

 Natural England will aim to determine whether a licence should be 
issued within 30 working days of receipt of the completed 
application. 

If you experience any problems completing this application, please 
contact the Wildlife Licensing Unit (details opposite). 

 Wildlife Licensing Unit  
Natural England 
First Floor 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol BS1 6EB 
T. 0845 601 4523  
F. 0845 601 3438  

For Office Use Only 
 
WILD Ref No:       
 
Charter Deadline:        

 

Useful Links 
Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx 
Email the Wildlife Licensing Unit:  wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

Explanatory Notes: 

Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all wild birds as well as their eggs and 
nests. It also gives extra protection to the rare bird species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act.  

Section 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 prohibits the use of the following methods of 
killing or taking wild birds:  traps, nets, snares, hooks, bird-lime or similar substance, gas or smoke, 
chemical wetting agents, electrical devices for killing, stunning or frightening, bows, crossbows, 
explosives (other than ammunition for a firearm), automatic or semi-automatic weapons, shot guns with 
an internal diameter at the muzzle of more than 44 mm (1¾ inches), devices for illuminating a target or 
sighting device for night shooting, artificial lights, mirrors or other dazzling devices, sound recordings, 
live birds or other animals as a decoy where the decoy is tethered or secured by braces or a similar 
device or is blind, maimed or injured, and mechanically propelled vehicles in immediate pursuit. 

Natural England, under powers conferred by the Secretary of State, has authority under section 16(1) of 
the Act to grant licences to permit the killing or taking of wild birds, viable eggs, and nests under 
construction or in use, to disturb Specially Protected birds listed on Schedule 1 of the Act, and to permit 
the use of prohibited methods of killing or taking, for the following purposes:  

 preventing serious damage to livestock, food for livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit, growing timber, 
fisheries or inland waters, 

 preventing the spread of disease, 

 preserving public health or public or air safety, 

 conservation of wild birds. 

For licences to prevent serious damage, applicants should be able to demonstrate that: 

 evidence that serious damage caused by a bird species is occurring or is likely to occur, 

 non-lethal methods of preventing damage have been tried but have proved to be either ineffective 
or impracticable, 

 the proposed licensed action will reduce, or prevent from increasing, the level of damage.  

Applications will not be considered without the required supporting information.  Advice on the 
information required to apply for a licence is given in Natural England’s advisory leaflets: 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx
mailto:wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk
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www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/advice/advisoryleaflets.aspx 

 

1. Name of Applicant 
 

 Title (e.g. Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)  Forename  Surname 

      
 

 Business Title (if appropriate) N/A 
 

 Address of applicant  
 

   
 

   
 

 County  Postcode  
 

 Daytime telephone No. (incl. national dialling code)  Mobile No. 

    
 

 Fax no.  Email address 

 N/ A   
 

 
If you would like us to acknowledge receipt of this application, please tick ONE of the following 
boxes to indicate your preferred method: 

 Email   Telephone   Fax   Letter  
 

 Please tick here if you are content to receive all communications (including any licence) by email
  

  

2. Previous Applications 
4 

(a) Have you applied for a licence affecting birds, nests or eggs before?  
 

(b) Date of most recent application 
 

(c) Was a licence granted?  
 

(d) Please give the case reference number: 

 

3. Location where you wish to take action 
4 

 Please give the full postal 
address. 

  
  

   
  

   
 

 County  Postcode       
 

 OS Grid Reference            
 

 
Is the location covered by a Natural England 
Environmental Stewardship agreement?  

Yes  No  

 If yes, please provide agreement number       
 

 

NOTE. If this is a new application or the location of previously licensed action has 
changed, please attach a map of suitable scale indicating where the problem is occurring. 
A map is NOT normally required for applications relating to domestic, commercial or 
industrial premises. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/advice/advisoryleaflets.aspx
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4. 
Licences will normally only be granted to the owner or occupier or a person authorised by 
the owner or occupier 

 

 
(a)  Are you the owner or occupier of the land referred to in 
questions 3 and 4 above? 

Yes  No  N/A  
 

 (b) If NO or N/A, give the position you hold in relation to this land (e.g. Highways Authority) 

 
Gamekeeper - Consents from the owners/occupiers have been forwarded to you  

. 

 

 
N.B.  Where you are not the owner or occupier you should attach the owner or occupier’s written 
consent for you to make this application using the format of the proforma at page 8. 

 

5. Conservation considerations 
 

 Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Natural England is obliged to take conservation 
factors into account when considering your application.  

 
Designated Areas:  National Nature Reserves (NNR), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar sites.  

For help, try this website: http://www.magic.gov.uk/ 
 

(a) Will any part of the proposed activity fall to a designated site? Yes  No  

 
NNR  SSSI  SAC   SPA   

Ramsar  Ancient Monument     Ancient Woodland 

(b) 
Will any part of the proposed activity fall adjacent to a 
designated site? 

Yes   No  
Don’t 
Know  

 
NNR  SSSI  SAC   SPA  

Ramsar  Ancient Monument     Ancient Woodland 

 
If the activity falls within a designated site, have you consulted with your 
Natural England Local Conservation Team for advice on the implications 
of your application on the protected site? 

Yes  No  

 
Please give either the outcome of your consultations or the reason why you have not consulted.  
Please enclose any relevant correspondence and the name of the local Natural England officer or 
reserve manager consulted. 

 
 

      

 

6. Nature of the problem 
 

(a) Species of bird  causing or likely to cause the problem Number 

 Sparrowhawk  3 
 

 Buzzard  6 
 

 
These are the numbers I need to control. Total 
numbers locally are much higher. 

       

 

              

 

 

 

http://www.magic.gov.uk/
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(b) Please give details of the nature and extent of the problem; e.g. damage to 5 ha of a growing 

crop; fouling of public area; bird in food premises fouling fresh foods; bird nest in a ventilation flue. 

 
 
 

In recent years, pheasant poults released at about 10 weeks of age at the three release woods on 
my  shoot have repeatedly been predated by sparrowhawks and buzzards. Populations of 
both predators are far, far higher than four years ago. Often 10 to 20 buzzards can be witnessed 
over a single wood at release time, as NE's staff have witnessed. 
 

 
 

 The situation at  in 2012/13 
was far worse than this average. So many poults were lost that only two shoot days were possible 
and the bag return was a disastrous 18%. The farmers, who paid thousands of pounds to shoot 
just 81 pheasants at  last season, have told me they will not allow the shoot to go ahead 
this year unless I can get a licence to control buzzards and sparrowhawks (see letter attached). 
 
Before raptor numbers increased at  my bag returns there were around or above 50% and 
NE has these figures. In the last four years they have been 37%, 41%, 27% and 18%. Losses to 
sparrowhawks and buzzards last year were catastrophic. I was finding carcases every day, 
sometimes five or more. I would estimate that 200 poults were lost to raptors in total, over 40% of 
all the birds released at  Each poult cost me  at 2012 prices but the financial loss is 
far higher once the total costs of running the shoot are taken into account.  
an analysis of another similar shoot I run at  and come up with an actual cost per bird 
of  (with a bag return of 35%). The costs for runing  and the value per bird lost will 
be much the same but of course many more were predated last year so the total financial loss 
there was huge. More significantly, the dreadful bag return for 2012/13 means the farmers will not 
carry on this year if there is no licence forthcoming, so without the grant of a licence in 2013 I will 
lose the  part of my job completely and all the income from the shoot and the deer stalking 
that goes with it. That isn't serious damage, it is terminal.  
 
The bag returns at  before the increase in raptors locally were usually around or above 
50% and NE has these figures. The shoot was run by me in the same way during those years. 
The only significant changes have been the increase in raptor numbers, my exhaustive attempts 
to dissuade them (see below) and yet their now regular taking of hundreds of poults a season, 
whereas a few years ago losses to raptors on this shoot would have been in the low tens. It is 
against this site-specific norm - not some irrelevant national average - that my current exceptional 
business losses must be compared. 
 
Nor can it be argued that the low returns at  in 2012/13 were down to unusual weather. 
The returns on my adjacent shoots where there is less of a problem with raptors were good 
despite the weather, and indeed shoot returns nationally were better than average in 2012/13, 
almost certainly because a scarcity of natural food (berries, weed seed, acorns, beechmast, etc) 
lessened the tendency for birds to stray from the areas in which keepers were feeding them. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
In relation to the tests numbered 2 and 4 in Defra's Wildlife Management Strategy - the tests that 
the Minister says will be used in determining applications - it is clearly the case that at  
there is a genuine problem and that it would be resolved by the removal of some raptors to bring 
losses back down nearer those I experienced in former years. 

 

(c) Time of year when the problem occurs. Release date to 8 weeks afterwards 
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7. Preventative measures taken 
 

(a) 
Have you taken any action to prevent the problems outlined at Question 
6 above? 

Yes  No  
 

(b) If YES, provide details of the methods already tried (e.g. scaring, proofing, shooting in the Open 
Season) and explain why you do not consider them sufficient. 
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 I have been in regular contact with NE's licensing team about possible non-lethal solutions at 
 over the past  and have done everything possible they have suggested.  

 
Scaring methods used have included my physical presence at/near the release sites at least 
twice a day, radios, flashing lights, reflective tape and gas guns. Experience has shown that the 
raptors rapidly learn to ignore them all and there is no discernable beneficial outcome in my case. 
 
The habitat management options at  have been very limited, as up until now the owners 
have not allowed any thinning of the woods. There is a plan to thin the woods at  this 
spring. The evidence from elsewhere on my shoots where similar work has been carried out is 
that it will make no significant difference, as shown by the 2012/13 bag returns for  

 
 

 I put a massive effort into diversionary feeding, constructing feed stations and locating 
them to NE's instructions and supplying them daily with fresh alternative feed in the form of dead 
wildlife killed by me elsewhere for pest and predator control. This was hugely time-consuming, 
coming near to doubling my overall workload, and although some of the food was taken by 
buzzards and sparrowhawks, there was no discernable reduction of predation on my pheasant 
poults. The main effect of the diversionary feeding, particularly noticeable at  was to 
concentrate and keep raptors in the areas where the pheasants were. It was thus seriously 
counterproductive. Despite all the additional effort and cost, the bag return for  went down 
9% in , not up. 
 
In relation to the tests numbered 1 and 3 in Defra's Wildlife Management Strategy, therefore, it is 
my case that at  there are now no satisfactory alternatives to lethal control. Scaring and 
diversionary feeding have simply not worked. The results of the thinning - if it goes ahead, if any 
and if positive - will not kick in before and in any case without a raptor control licence, the 
shoot will fold before then (see letter from owners). Lethal control of raptors in 2013 is thus the 
only reasonable solution at  and in law, a licence "cannot be unreasonably witheld." The 
NGO says it will go for Judicial Review in the event of refusal. 
 
I would like to add a personal note to this application. I built up this shoot and the others  

shoots locally that comprise my livelihood, over a period of 30 years. My modest income 
comes from the farmers and other locals who shoot them and, very significantly, from letting the 
deer stalking rights that are linked to the shoots. If the pheasant shoots go, the lot goes and my 
livelihood and way of life with it.  
 
In recent years, as the raptors hereabout have exploded, I have done all I can to dissuade them, 
first on my own initiative and, for the  to the requirements of NE. I have spent days 
and days felling trees, brashing and creating artificial cover. I have spent hundreds of pounds and 
hours and hours every week fiddling about with radios, flashing lights, scarecrows, coloured tape 
and reflective discs. Some of my pens look more like rubbish dumps than countryside and there 
have been local complaints. Still the predation by the raptors goes on.  NE's request 
that I try diversionary feeding practically broke me. It doubled my workload during the release 
period, sourcing and servicing the feed sites, each of which had to be contructed and located to 
NE's requirements. It didn't make things better; it made the predation worse, holding raptors in the 
sensitive areas, destroying the  shoot and cuasing serious difficulties between me and my 
employers. 
 
I am now under really serious pressure, from my farmers, from stress and from fellow 
countrymen, who think I am mad to carry on trying to address my problems via a legal route. By 
continuing to refuse me raptor control licences and by requiring yet more non-lethal, ineffective 
suggestions year on year, NE has just about finished my business and finished me. I simply 
cannot accept, when there are so many buzzards and sparrowhawks in the UK, and they are 
doing so well in my area, why I cannot be allowed to remove just a few to save my livelihood. 

 

(c) If NO, explain why preventative measures have not been taken. 
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8. Proposed licensed action     
 

(a) Bird species Sparrowhawk  Buzzard        
 

(b) Proposed action (please tick) 

 Shooting      
 Egg destruction       
 Nest destruction      
 Relocation      
 Cage trapping      
 Mist netting1      
 Stupefying bait1 or CO2

1      
 Lethal injection2,      
 Disturbance (Schedule 1 only)      
 Other (please specify) 

 
                    

 

(c) Period of proposed action (which 
months) 

May to Oct  May to Oct        

 

 

NOTES 
1 Mist netting and the use of CO2 or stupefying baits (alphachloralose) may only be 
undertaken by suitably qualified or experienced persons. Please complete Question 9 
below if you wish to use any of these methods. 
 
2The administration of a lethal injection will normally only be permitted if it is to be carried 
out by a veterinary surgeon or similarly qualified or experienced person. 
 

9. Mist netting and use of CO2 or stupefying baits (alphachloralose) 
 

 (If you do not wish to use these methods please go to Section 10.) 

NOTES:  

 Licences to use these methods can only be issued if you are able to reply YES to either 
Question 9(b) or 9(c). 

 Carbon dioxide may only be used for house sparrows using the Rentokil CO2 Dispatch 
System. Approval for the use of CO2 against any other species will require evidence of 
humaneness, efficacy & methodology.  

 Alphachloralose may only be used for feral pigeon and house sparrow, and only for the 
purpose of preserving public health and safety. 

 

(a) Which method do you wish to use? 

       
 

(b) 
Have you within the past two years passed a formal training course on the 
above prohibited method that included a practical content? 

Yes  No  
 

 If YES please state the date and title of the course and the trainer (company or individual as 

appropriate) 
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(c) If you have not passed a training course within the last two years, have 

you previously held a licence and undertaken at least one treatment using 
the method stated in (a) above within the past two years 

Yes  No  

 

 If YES What was the date of the most recent treatment?       
 

 In which county was it carried out?       

 

10. Authority to shoot – For applications to shoot birds 
 

 

 Up to ten people per species (including the licensee) may be authorised to shoot birds under a 
licence.  

It is your responsibility to ensure that you have the right to shoot 

Please list below the names and contact telephone numbers of all persons other than the 
licensee who are authorised to shoot.  No-one under the age of 18 may be authorised by the 
licensee without specific written permission from Natural England.   

The licensee and anyone acting under the licence are responsible for their actions and for 
complying with the licence conditions. Any proposed changes to this list must be notified in writing 
to Natural England at the address at the top of this form. 

 Name of authorised person Contact telephone number 
 

 Licensee               
 

    
 

    
 

                    
 

                    
 

                    
 

                    

                    
 

                    
 

                    
 

 

11.  
 

 
Have you, or any persons listed above, been convicted of any wildlife-
related or animal welfare offence? 

 

 If YES, please give details including dates 

 
 

  

 

12. Using and sharing your information     
 

 

The data controller is Natural England, 1 East Parade, Sheffield, S1 2ET. 
Your information will be stored and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
This Act gives you, as an individual, the right to know what data we hold on you, how we use it, 
with whom we share it and for it to be accurate. It will be used for processing your application.  
 
Natural England or its appointed agents may use the name, address and other details on your 
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application form to contact you in connection with occasional customer research aimed at 
improving the services that Natural England provides to you. 
 
We will respect personal privacy, whilst complying with access to information requests to the 
extent necessary to enable Natural England to comply with its statutory obligations under the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004, and the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
If you believe that any of the information we hold concerning you is incorrect or out of date, 
please provide us with the accurate information in writing together with supporting evidence (if 
appropriate).  You should address your correspondence to: Natural England, Wildlife Licensing 
Unit, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB. Tel. 0845 601 4523; Fax. 
0845 601 3438; Email: wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 

 

13. Declaration     
 

 
I have read and understand the guidance provided in this application form. I declare that the 
particulars given are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for a licence in 
accordance with these particulars. 

 

 Signature of applicant (person named at Q.1). 

 
 

 

 
For electronic applications, please insert an electronic signature above or 
tick this box to confirm agreement with this declaration  

 

 Name in BLOCK LETTERS  Date 

   10/03/2013 
 

 

 
 

IMPORTANT ADVICE 
 

Natural England or the Secretary of State can modify or revoke at any time any licence that may be 
issued but this will not be done unless there are good reasons for doing so. Any licence that is 
issued is likely to be revoked immediately if it is discovered that false information had been provided 
which resulted in the issue of a licence. 
 
Where a licence is issued to permit a method of killing or taking wild mammals that would otherwise 
be an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, any person who in order to obtain such 
a licence knowingly or recklessly makes a statement or representation, or furnishes a document or 
information which is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and may be liable to 
criminal prosecution. Any person found guilty of such an offence may be liable to a fine not 
exceeding level 5 on the standard scale (currently £5000). 
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 Authority to act on behalf of a landowner or 
occupier in respect of a licence to kill/take birds or 
use Prohibited Methods under the Wildlife & 
Countryside Act 1981. 
 

 Please complete this application form using dark ink and BLOCK 
CAPITALS. Note you can complete this form electronically and 
email it to us. 

 The declaration on this part of the form only needs to be completed 
if this application is for a licence to cover a site owned/occupied by 
another person. If this is the case, please ask that person to 
complete and sign this declaration. You should submit the 
declaration with the rest of your application. All questions must be 
answered.  

 Wildlife Licensing Unit  
Natural England 
First Floor 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol, BS1 6EB. 
T. 0845 601 4523  
F. 0845 601 3438 
wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 

 

1. Declaration 
 

 I hereby give permission for (name of applicant)       

 
to make the enclosed application for a licence to kill/take birds under the Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 in relation to my land/property. 

 

 Signature of land owner  Date 

 
 

   

 

 
If submitting via email, please insert an electronic signature or tick here to confirm 
acceptance of the declaration  

 

 Title (e.g. Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms)  Forename  Surname 

                     
 

 Business Title (if appropriate)       
 

 
Address of land 
owner/occupier 

      

 

        
 

        
 

 County       Postcode       
 

 Daytime telephone no. (incl. national dialling code)  Mobile no. 

                          
 

 Fax no.  Email address 

                    
 

 

2. Location of proposed licensed action 
  

 

      

 

 OS Grid Reference            
 

 
I also give my permission for any employee or representative of Natural England to enter the 
above land /property in order to monitor or inspect the work described in this application. 
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Please ensure that you have: 

 Answered all questions fully and have signed the declaration 

 Included a completed owner/occupier consent form (if applicable) 
 

What happens now? 

If you requested an acknowledgement for your application (see page 2 of this form), we will send this 
within 5 working days of receipt by Natural England.  Your acknowledgement will explain how long 
Natural England will take to process your application and to provide you with a decision.   

 In most cases you will also be contacted by a Natural England Wildlife Adviser.  The Adviser will 
discuss your application with you and, if necessary to determine your application, will arrange to visit 
you at a mutually convenient time. The purpose of the visit is to enable the Adviser to assess the 
situation on site and provide you with the most appropriate advice on the options available.  

Natural England will notify you of the outcome of your application normally within 30 working days of 
receiving this application. You will receive either a licence or a letter explaining why a licence will not be 
issued.  
 

The Licence 

Your licence will state:  

 who is authorised to act under the licence, 

 the action(s) which are permitted under the licence, 

 where the licensed activity(ies) may be undertaken, and 

 when you may carry out the activity(ies). 
 
Activities carried out under licence are subject to a number of legally binding conditions. These are 
stated clearly on the licence, and must be adhered to or the licence is invalid. Conditions vary 
according to the activity licensed.  
 

Monitoring 

Natural England monitors a sample of licensed operations to assess the success of licences as well as 
checking compliance with licence conditions. Usually, we will contact you to arrange a site visit in 
advance. However, we reserve the right to visit whenever it is considered necessary to fully discharge 
our statutory duties under this legislation. 
 

Licence Returns  

A return of all activity carried out under licence, including nil returns, must be sent to Natural England to 
arrive within two weeks (14 days) of the expiry of the licence. 
 
Information on the number of birds killed, taken or disturbed under licence is required under European 
legislation. Licensees who fail to make a return as required within the licence period will be reminded by 
telephone, followed by a written warning.  
 
Continued failure to provide a return may result in the revocation of that licence and refusal to 
grant a licence in future. 

 




