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As discussed, here is the letter sent to the applicant. This followed an earlier verbal 
conversation (around 15 May) when we advised the applicants that we were satisfied with his 
application, but due to breeding season issues a licence could not be issued at the present 
time. 

 

 - Species Regulation

Natural England

Postal address: 

Tel: 

www.naturalengland.org.uk

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for 
people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and England’s 
traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.

In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, I will, wherever possible, avoid 
travelling to meetings and attend via audio, video or web conferencing.

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/default.aspx


 

 
 

Dear  
 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

Buzzard predation of free-range laying hens   
 
I refer to your application for a licence to shoot Buzzards, received on 03 October 2011, and to 
subsequent correspondence, most recently our telephone conversation on 16 May 2012. 
 
Please accept our sincere apologies for the length of time it has taken to reach a decision in this 
case.  It has been necessary to escalate your application through Defra.  As discussed, there is 
a presumption to issue you a licence to shoot individual Buzzards responsible for predating 
free-range laying hens.  However, due to the potential for these Buzzards to have dependant 
young in the nest, a licence to shoot is not likely to be issued during the current breeding 
season.   
 
A preliminary date has been set for licensed action from 01 Sep 2012. This is a precautionary 
approach.  If the breeding status of the individual Buzzards can be ascertained and it can be 
shown that they do not have dependant young, it is possible a final decision to issue a licence 
can be brought forward.  As discussed, further information gathered through your observations 
that help indicate where these Buzzards fly to and where they may be nesting, can be 
forwarded to me via telephone or post, see address above (mark for my attention).   
 
You may be aware through the press and media that Buzzard licensing has generated 
considerable public debate and controversy recently.  I would like to offer you reassurance that 
this is mostly coincidental and not a direct result of your particular application.  And although 
Natural England has received requests for information about Buzzard licence applications, 
maintaining your anonymity in this matter is of considerable importance to us.  
 
We will be in contact with you again before the autumn and as soon as significant developments 
in policy occur during the intervening period that may affect the licensing decision.   
 
Please continue to maintain records of hen mortality, both to Buzzard predation and to other 
factors, and of your anti-predation measures, whether they are effective at keeping the 
Buzzards away for a time, or not.  
 
If circumstances change, if you have any queries, or if useful information about the breeding 
status of the individual Buzzards responsible for predating your hens becomes available, please 
contact me on . 

Date: 31 May 2012 

Our ref: WLM / 2011 / 1801 

Your ref:       

 

  

 
  

  
   

  
      

 

 
 

 

Wildlife Licensing Unit 

Natural England 

First Floor 

Temple Quay House 

2 The Square 

Bristol, BS1 6EB 

 

T 0845 6014523 

F 0845 6013438 

E wildlife@ 

naturalengland.org.uk 



 
If you experience a problem with our service, please let me know and I will try to resolve the 
issue. Alternatively, you may wish to write to the Head of the Wildlife Licensing Unit at the 
address above. To find out more about Natural England’s complaints procedure, you can call 
our Enquiry Service (Tel: 0845 6003078; or email: info@naturalengland.org.uk) or view the 
details on our website http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/contact/complaints.htm. 
 

Yours sincerely 

Lead Wildlife Adviser 

Direct dial:  

 

mailto:info@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/contact/complaints.htm



