
NATURE OF FARMING AWARD NATIONAL JUDGING FORM 

 

REGION/COUNTRY NORTHERN IRELAND FARMER  TIM MCCLELLAND 

FARM ADDRESS COUNTY ARMAGH 

FARMING SYSTEM ARABLE FARM SIZE (ha) 110 

What key conservation measures have been undertaken on the farm and what evidence is there of benefit for 

wildlife? 

 Birds 

Tim manages a large arable farm and as a result, it attracts a range of seed-eating farmland birds. Therefore, the measures 

taken have been directed towards seed-eating farmland birds. Key measures include sowing Wild Bird Cover and 

retention of winter stubble after the harvest to provide an additional food source during the winter months in the form of 

split grain and seeds. The hedges are thick and dense with a rich diversity of shrub, tree and wildflower species (see 

photos for examples of wildflower species) which provide excellent nesting sites for birds, such as the yellowhammer, 

which require cover for nesting and foraging. The grassy field margins around the arable fields provide an overwintering 

site for insects which the priority seed-eating birds feed to chicks during the summer months.  Under the Northern 

Ireland Conservation Management Scheme, which runs until 2015, Tim manages the key winter and summer arable 

options available, which are Wild Bird Cover, Retained Winter Stubbles and Rough Grass Margins. Tim has recently 

planted 495 metres of new hedgerow which will provide additional nesting sites for hedge nesting species. The hedges 

are trimmed on a 3 year rotational basis on the four sites which ensures they are well managed but provide safe nesting 

sites for species such as the yellowhammer.  

 

Tim has placed a number of bird boxes around the farm which has been well used by a variety of bird species. Priority 

species, such as yellowhammer, tree sparrow and linnet all thrive on the main farm and Tim’s additional three sites. 

During the V&FA surveys three years ago, 33 species were recorded (please see attached species list). Six red listed species 

were recorded: yellowhammer, starling, house sparrow, song thrush, black-headed gull and tree sparrow. 

  

A farmland survey was conducted this year (2013) for comparison purposes and across the four sites, the following 

species were recorded: yellowhammer, song thrush, goldcrest, house sparrow, tree sparrow, starling to name a few. 

There has been an increase in pairs of yellowhammers between 2010 and 2013. For example, on Site 1 in 2010 there were 3 

pairs of yellowhammer recorded; in 2013 there were 5 pairs. In Site 2 there were no yellowhammers recorded in 2010; in 

2013 there were 2 pairs. In the same site there were no tree sparrows recorded in 2010; in 2013 there were 2 pairs. This 

suggests that Tim’s habitat management is resulting in an increase in numbers of these priority species on his land (copies 

of the maps from both years are available upon request). The judges were pleased to record yellowhammers on the farm 

during their visits and a pair of nesting lapwing in the centre of a cereal field. Tim is aware of the nesting lapwing and is 

taking extra precautions to protect them. A pair of buzzards is also nesting on the farm and the farm yard/grain store is 

alive with the sound of twittering house sparrows.  

 

 Butterflies 

Insects, including butterflies and moths, are benefitting from the knock-on effects of the measures put in place for 

farmland birds. During the summer months the Wild Bird Cover provides a nectar-rich habitat. The grassy field margins 

are important sites for overwintering insects, which emerge in the summer to provide invertebrate food for chicks. To 

identify the butterfly and moth species that can be found on Tim’s farm, we placed moth traps, with the help of Peter 

Courtney from Butterfly Conservation. Moths in the traps included the White Ermine (Spilosoma lubricipeda), Lunar Thorn 

(Selenia lunularia) and Brimstone (Opisthograptis luteolata) (please see photographs). We hope to continue to trap moths this 

throughout the summer season and develop a detailed list of moth species on the farm that Tim and his family are 

interested to see. To support butterflies, bumblebees and other pollinators, Tim has sowed a Pollen and Nectar Mix this 

year which contains a mix of legumes and provides a continuous supply of pollen and nectar for insects from March to 

September.  
 

 Plants 

Tim’s farm supports a vast array of arable wildflowers, around the field boundaries and in both the Wild Bird Cover and 

Pollen and Nectar mix. There are a number of wildflower species growing around the base of the hedgerows.  These 

include tufted vetch, meadow vetchling, greater stitchwort, speedwell, dogrose, herb robert, honeysuckle and flowering 

shrubs such as hawthorn, holly and bramble (please see photographs). These wildflowers support a rich diversity of insects 

including hoverflies, butterflies, day flying moths and bumblebees. In fact, the judges recorded the Common Carder 

(Bombus pascuorum), white (Bombus lucorum) and buff-tailed (Bombus terrestris) bumblebees during their visit.  
 

 Other wildlife 

Tim’s farm supports other wildlife, including mammals, such as the Irish Hare which can be regularly seen and bat 

species. Tim has placed bat boxes around the farm which have been occupied by Pipistrelles. As this site lies close to the 

river, there is an abundance of night-flying insects which provide an excellent food source for the bats. The well 

managed, thick hedgerows provide shelter and commuting routes for small mammals, including mice, shrews and bats.   



Is the farm a well-run commercial operation and on what basis has this been assessed?  

The farm is a well-run, highly productive commercial business but it is also a family business which provides an 

income for Tim, his wife and four young children (between ages of 1 – 9 years old). The farming income is critical to 

the survival of the business, which has provided a profit in “four out of five years” to date. Indeed, the farm is highly 

successful and is “essentially debt-free”.  

 

The options are in place under the Countryside Management Scheme and all of these options can be managed 

without a loss of income. Of the 220 acres of grain, 79 acres are Conservation Grade Oats. As a Conservation Grade 

Cereal farmer, the wildlife-friendly arable options are successfully integrated into the arable areas of the farm without 

impacting upon the growth of crops for the Conservation Grade Cereal scheme. The cereals are transported just 2 

miles to the ‘Speedicook’ factory, therefore ensuring that the “food miles” are short and the carbon footprint is kept to 

a minimum. ‘Speedicook’ porridge (White’s Oats) (http://www.whitesoats.co.uk/product-range/speedicook-porridge) 

is sold locally in shops and supermarkets throughout Northern Ireland including Tesco, Sainsburys, Dunnes Stores, 

Supervalu, Spar and Eurospar. 
 

 Tim states that he is “able to offer a meaningful benefit to wildlife without losing profit” and therefore considers this 

a “win-win situation” in which he “utilizes all available areas of land including those that are not being used for the 

commercial farming business”. For example, a 3 metre wide grass margin and Wild Bird Cover strip runs along the 

edge of Clare Glen which acts as a buffer zone. Beside this is a block of willow which provides a mosaic of habitats on 

land that is not being used for commercial purposes. Tim grows ‘added value’ arable crops in the form of certified 

seed which he markets himself. These ‘Clare Glen Seeds’ provides an additional source of income for the family. This 

contributes to the income of the farm. As an Agri-environment trainer for other farmers across Northern Ireland, Tim 

regularly delivers presentations and workshops, highlighting the success of his farming business in terms of financial 

profit and the wildlife that his farm supports. 
 

How has the farmer demonstrated they understand how the conservation action benefits the wildlife on the farm 

and shown enthusiasm for the conservation work undertaken?  

Tim has an excellent understanding of the importance of the conservation action he has taken on his farm for wildlife 

and plays an extremely active role in the land management. Tim is keen to discuss these actions with other farmers and 

this year he attended the Balmoral Show and Cereals where he actively talked to other farmers about the work he 

carried out on his farm. As a Focus Farmer for the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Tim hosts other 

farmers from across Northern Ireland on site visits to his farm, where he delivers presentations that provide details on 

the wildlife-friendly options, encouraging others to implement such conservation actions. As an arable farmer with a 

keen interest in wildlife, Tim clearly understands the habitat requirements of the target species that are attracted to his 

farm. Tim focuses on the seed-eating farmland birds through his management of Wild Bird Cover (1.5 hectare), 

retained winter stubbles and rough grass field margins. The Wild Bird Cover is a one year mix containing cereal, 

quinoa and linseed. Tim also understands the importance of pollinating insects on his farm and has taken the 

innovative step to sow a Pollen and Nectar mix (2 hectares) for the first time this year. This option is a new option 

under the Northern Ireland Countryside Management Scheme, which contains a mix of legumes which flower at 

different times to provide a continuous supply of pollen and nectar for insects from March to September. Tim does not 

currently receive payment for the Pollen and Nectar mix but has decided to sow it due to its importance for the 

pollinators that deliver essential ecosystem services on his farm and in the surrounding area. 

 

Tim is also aware that as his land lies adjacent to the Clare Glen River, he must manage the surrounding land 

sensitively to avoid damaging this priority habitat. In order to convey the importance of Agri-environment Schemes, 

Tim recently filmed a clip asking the Minister of Agriculture to continue to support such schemes (video clip is available 

on the Q drive or upon request). Tim is supporting nature on his farm for “two main reasons”. He says, “it is important for 

future generations and we as farmers have a responsibility to demonstrate to people who live in towns and cities that 

we care for the environment but are fostering habitats by what we do everyday”. Tim made a direct appeal to the 

Minister to continue to support Agri-environment Schemes such as the NICMS: “Minister, it is vital that you continue 

to put adequate funding into the agri-environment schemes. There is a group of farmers in Northern Ireland who want 

to participate in these schemes. Please give them a chance”. Tim is an excellent leader who is willing to try new 

techniques and crop mixes to aid the wildlife on his farm. As a confident communicator, Tim is a fantastic advocate for 

wildlife-friendly farming in Northern Ireland and across the UK.  

 

How has the farmer been successful in maintaining, restoring and creating habitats on the farm?  

The abundance and diversity of wildlife on the farm highlights Tim’s success in maintaining, restoring and creating 

habitats suitable for a range of plants and animals. Tim has been in the Countryside Management Scheme since 2005 

and the results of this are obvious on the farm. For example, yellowhammer numbers have increased on the farm 

between 2010 and 2013. The farm is alive with birdsong, bumblebees and butterflies. The one year Wild Bird Cover mix 

is sowed each year and Tim feels that this is a straightforward option which has not caused any difficulties. Tim has 

recently planted 495 metres of hedgerow as part of a field boundary training course whereby other farmers were 

trained in hedge laying on the farm. This will provide additional nesting, feeding and commuting sites for wildlife.  

http://www.whitesoats.co.uk/product-range/speedicook-porridge


 

 

In the past Tim had difficulty growing sunflowers on the land which were a component of the two year Wild Bird Cover 

mix but now Tim sows one year Wild Bird Cover, following the RSPB’s advice. This year Tim has sowed 2 hectares of the 

Pollen and Nectar Mix to support butterflies and bumblebees on the farm.  

 

What future improvements does the farmer plan to make to further enhance the wildlife value of the farm?  

Tim aims to continue to support wildlife on his farm through arable options including Wild Bird Cover, Rough Grass 

Margins and Overwintered Stubbles. He plans to continue to sow the Pollen and Nectar Mix to provide a nectar-rich 

habitat for butterflies and bumblebees as he understands the importance of pollinators in providing essential ecosystem 

services. As a Focus Farmer and Agri-environment trainer, Tim is keen to continually learn about further ways to support 

wildlife and enjoys sharing his knowledge with other farmers.  

 

Tim is very open to innovative new ideas and continues to attend training courses to develop his skills and knowledge. 

For example, Tim was recently (2012) awarded a Nuffield Scholarship which aims to “shape leaders of the future” 

(http://www.nuffieldscholar.org/scholars/introduction/) Tim’s study was entitled, “Opportunities in family farm business 

– How does a family farm business recognize and seize business development opportunities?”. This scholarship involved 

travel to Australia and South America. Tim is a leader in the farming field and is continually seeking training 

opportunities to develop his skills, learn new techniques and further his knowledge of wildlife-friendly farming.  

 

Has the farmer demonstrated a willingness, and/or ability to successfully promote the conservation messages of their 

activities to others? 

Tim is an excellent communicator who enjoys offering his expertise and advice to other farmers. As a Focus Farmer (see 

http://www.focusfarms.net/farmers/timmcclelland.htm) and Agri-environment Trainer, Tim welcomes other farmers onto 

his farm where he delivers a talks and workshops. Such workshops include Field Boundary Management training, Farm 

Health and Safety training and Cross Compliance training. These two hour sessions may be on the farm or in various 

locations throughout Northern Ireland, depending on where the audience is located. Tim holds Open Farm Events on his 

farm and the general public are invited onto his farm to learn about the workings of a modern farm. Advisors from The 

College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) have organized visits to Tim’s farm to showcase the options 

under the Agri-environment Scheme and demonstrate best practice.  

 

Tim is an active member of the Voluntary Initiative (UK wide Steering Group) and an Ulster Farmer’s Union 

representative who, along with representatives from NIEA, Northern Ireland Water and CAFRE are trying to raise 

awareness of the environmental issues facing water courses such as the River Derg.  

 

With the other members of the group, Tim will help to take forward an ‘education and awareness raising campaign’ 

within the Derg River drinking water catchment. This new project aims to improve water quality within the catchment 

through education. Tim has attended various agriculture shows to promote sustainable and environmentally-friendly 

land use. He recently attended Cereals 2013 to promote the River Derg Catchment Project  

( http://www.farminglife.com/ufu-watch/voluntary-initiative-best-practice-can-help-with-new-legislation-1-5213545).  

 

 Tim is a leader for other farmers to follow in terms of his innovative ideas, willingness to experiment with new options, 

additional ‘non-farming’ activities, involvement in local and national steering groups and desire to develop his skills, 

knowledge and expertise.  

 

Summary  

Tim’s farm lies within the heart of Tandragee in County Armagh. Tim runs the 270 acre arable farm as a highly 

productive commercial business but manages to provide space for wildlife. As a result it supports threatened birds such 

as the yellowhammer, tree sparrow, linnet and lapwing. Irish hares, bats, butterflies and wild flowers are plentiful 

throughout the farm, particularly in the species-rich hedgerows. The wild bird cover mix and retained stubbles provide 

seed for birds during the winter and the rough grass margins offer overwintering sites for invertebrates.  As a Focus 

Farmer and Agri-environment Trainer, Tim is an excellent advocate for how wildlife-friendly farming can be integrated 

into a successful commercial business. Tim’s farm is proof that modern farming and nature can function sustainably, side 

by side.  

http://www.nuffieldscholar.org/scholars/introduction/
http://www.focusfarms.net/farmers/timmcclelland.htm
http://www.farminglife.com/ufu-watch/voluntary-initiative-best-practice-can-help-with-new-legislation-1-5213545


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

McClelland’s Farm and Family 

 
Tim, his four children: Cameron, Rachel, Hannah and Nathan and dog Max on their home farm in 

Tandragee.  

 

Nature of Farming Award Ceremony 

 
Tim McClelland was presented with his NoFA award at the Balmoral Show by Dr. James Robinson 

(RSPB NI Director) and Noel Lavery (DARD Permanent Secretary) 

 

 
Tim with DARD Permanent Secretary Noel Lavery and NoFA Highly Commended Farmers  

 



Tim – Agri-environment Trainer and Voluntary Initiative Member 

 
Tim McClelland (left) discussing this year’s wild bird cover mix with a group of local farmers © 

Department of the Environment and Rural Development (DARD).  

 

 
Tim at Cereals 2013 as an active member of the Voluntary Initiative © Farming Life 

 

Tim’s Farm  

 

 
 

 
 



Butterfly and wildflower survey with Butterfly Conservation – June 2013 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Silver Ground Carpet Xanthorhoe montanata day-flying moth in the 

hedgerow 

 



Moth trapping with Butterfly Conservation 24/06/13  

 
 

 
White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda    Lunar Thorn Selenia lunularia) 

 

Hedgerows  

 
Lane lined with thick, species-rich hedgerows          Meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis  

 

 
Dogrose Rosa canina          Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum 

 

 
Greater stitchwort Stellaria holostea  

 



 
Red clover Trifolium pratense  

 

 
Foxglove Digitalis purpurea         Hoverfly Helophilus pendulus recorded in hedgerow  
 

(Photographs courtesy of RSPB volunteer photographer, Hugh McComb). 

 

 
Bat box with Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus roosting inside 

 



Volunteer and Farmer Alliance Project Results 2010 

Tim McClelland’s Farm 

 

 



 
White’s Oats - Speedicook Porridge Oats 

http://www.whitesoats.co.uk/  

 

 
 

Address of White’s Factory where Tim’s cereals are sent to, hence very short “food miles”:  

23 Scarva Road  

Tandragee  

Co Armagh  

Northern Ireland  

BT62 2BZ 

 

http://www.whitesoats.co.uk/

