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• Open Farm Sunday 

• EU LIFE project  

• Field team update 

Also in this issue... 

The Brecks  
Countryside Stewardship:  
easier than you might think! 
 Brecks farmers, landowners 
and gamekeepers are already 
doing fantastic work to benefit 
the unique wildlife of the area 
through agri-environment 
schemes or through 
voluntarily measures.  
 
The new Countryside Stewardship 
scheme now makes it even easier to 
optimise benefits for wildlife at the 
same time as developing a cost-
effective agreement.   The scheme 
is underpinned by the Wild Pollinator 
& Farm Wildlife Package - a set of 
options with proven benefits for 
wildlife, providing year-round food, 
nesting and shelter for birds and 
pollinating insects.   

 
The amount of land required varies 
between the Mid-Tier and Higher 
Tier schemes, but it doesn’t take a 
lot to make a difference for wildlife. 
A 100 hectare arable farm going into 
the Mid-Tier scheme, could put in 
one hectare of nectar flower mix, 
plus two hectares of winter bird food 
to reach the threshold required. It is 
a great opportunity to maximise the 
benefit from lower yielding areas 
and awkward corners, with a fixed 
payment guaranteed through a five 
year agreement.  
 
There is a competitive element to 
the scheme, so to stand the best 
chance of being accepted into an 
agreement, farmers will also need to 
include the most appropriate options 

for the specific National Character 
Area (NCA) priorities.  This means 
putting options in place for species 
and habitats important in the Brecks 
area, like stone-curlews, turtle 
doves, or for rare arable plant 
species.   
 
The stewardship options for NCA 
priorities may also fit into the Farm 
Wildlife Package e.g. cultivated 
margins help pollinating insects but 
also allow rare arable plants to 
thrive as well as providing feeding 
areas for stone-curlews.  So it is 
possible to tick several boxes with 
just a small number of simple 
options.  Fallow plots for ground 
nesting birds are particularly  

Continued overleaf...  



important for stone- curlews, 
enabling birds to nest away from 
cropped areas out of the way of 
every day farming practices, and 
they also attract other priority 
species such as lapwing and turtle 
dove.  Even if you don’t want to 
enter the scheme, by following this 
package through your Ecological 
Focus Area  (EFA) requirements or 
under your own steam, you will 
make the all important difference. 
 
The mid-tier application window for 
2016 is open until 30

th
 September.  

If you would like more information or 
advice on putting together an 
application to enter into the new 
Countryside Stewardship scheme 
(for Higher Tier or Mid-Tier) , or if 
you would like advice on farming for 
wildlife in general please contact me 
by e-mail or phone and I’d be more 
than happy to arrange an advisory 
visit. 
 

Kerry Skelhorn 
Brecks Conservation Adviser  
01842 756 714 
kerry.skelhorn@rspb.org.uk 
 

 

Wildlife friendly farming  
at Open Farm Sunday 
 June is a busy month for 
farming events, not least 
because of Open Farm 
Sunday, this year held on the 
5th of June.   
 
Farmers like Edward Vipond of 
Troston Farms Ltd, opened up their 
farm to members of the public to give 
them an insight into the important 
role farmers play, not only in 
producing food for us, but in looking 
after our countryside & wildlife.   
 
The event at Park Farm Stanton 
(part of Troston Farms) was 
particularly successful, with 250 
visitors, many from the surrounding 
villages enjoying the sunshine, farm 
walk and nature trail. Farm manager 
Edward Vipond was on hand leading 
the very well attended walks, talking 
about the crops grown on the farm 
and how conservation work & wildlife 
fits in with the day to day running of 
the farm.    
 

Mr Vipond said “We’ve already got a 
network of margins, hedgerows and 
fallow areas in, but I’m looking at the 
new Countryside Stewardship 
scheme as an opportunity to put 
more targeted measures in place to 
increase the special wildlife we have 
on the farm”. 
 

“I’m looking at 
the new 
Countryside 
Stewardship 
scheme as an 
opportunity to put 
more targeted 
measures in 
place” 

 

Edward Vipond,  
Troston Farms 
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   New tracking technology 
For the first time in the UK, 
Global Positioning System 
(GPS) tags are being used to 
track adult stone-curlews, 
reports Rob Hawkes.   
 
The last time adult stone-curlews 
were caught in the UK was 29 years 
ago as part of our early research 
into the causes of stone-curlew 
decline and the solutions to their 
recovery.  During the course of the 
2016 breeding season, we aim to fit 
GPS tags to a total of five breeding 
adults.  At the time of writing we 
have deployed four.   
 
A key part of our stone-curlew vision 
is to increase the number of pairs of 
safe nesting habitats, such as fallow 

Above left: the lightweight tag is attached to the feathers and will fall off when the bird moults. 
Above right: the bird is released where it was caught, once activated, the tag emits a grid reference every hour. 
 

The number of stone-curlews 
using fallow plots has doubled 
in the first three years of the 
project- thanks to farmers. 
 
This is the fourth and final year of 
our EU LIFE+ Information and 
Communication project to secure 
the future of stone-curlews across 
the UK. It has brought together the 
two successful 30 year regional 
stone-curlew recovery projects, and 
helped to get people thinking about 
how to achieve a sustainable stone-
curlew population in the future.  
 

Land managers in the Brecks have 
stepped up to the challenge, and 
are well on the way to achieving the 
target of three quarters of stone
curlews nesting on safe habitat
 
We have now secured a seven 
mon
over winter and an international 
information sharing event. 
 

For information contact Emily 
Field, Project Manager 
on 07867 537419 or 
emily.field@rspb.org.uk
 

A result for the LIFE project 

 

New tracking technology  
plots and semi-natural grassland.  
 
Although best practice management 
to encourage pairs onto grassland 
habitats is well known, little is 
known about what habitats stone-
curlew select within a grassland 
dominated landscape.  
 
The primary aim of this research is 
to uncover how birds nesting on or 
near semi-natural grassland 
habitats use the surrounding 
landscape for foraging. This will 
demonstrate a) what grassland 
management practices may 
enhance stone-curlew feeding 
habitats, and b) what habitats are 
selected in the wider landscape, for 
example, across the surrounding 
arable land.     

 
So far, the tagging data has 
revealed that stone
further than we previously thought.  
One incubating bird has made 
regular night
more than 4km away
 
This research is 
several projects coming together, 
which have each funded part of the 
research
LIFE project, the University of East 
Anglia, and 
Ground HLF landscape partnership.  
 

For more information
Rob Hawkes
Management Officer on 
01842 756 716
robert.hawkes
 

Above left: the lightweight tag is attached to the feathers and will fall off when the bird moults. 
Above right: the bird is released where it was caught, once activated, the tag emits a grid reference every hour. 

Land managers in the Brecks have 
stepped up to the challenge, and 
are well on the way to achieving the 
target of three quarters of stone-
curlews nesting on safe habitat.  
 
We have now secured a seven 
month extension to provide advice 
over winter and an international 
information sharing event.  
 

For information contact Emily 
Field, Project Manager  
on 07867 537419 or 
emily.field@rspb.org.uk 

 

LIFE is the EU’s fund to support 
environmental, nature 
conservation and climate action 
projects. Since 1992, LIFE 
has co-financed some 4306 
projects. For the 2014
funding period, LIFE hopes to 
contribute approximately 
billion to the protection of
environment and climate across 
Europe. 
 

For more information on 
LIFE, see: 
ec.europa.eu/environment/life
 

for the LIFE project 

So far, the tagging data has 
revealed that stone-curlews move 
further than we previously thought.  
One incubating bird has made 
regular night time trips to a pig unit 
more than 4km away.  

This research is possible thanks to 
several projects coming together, 
which have each funded part of the 
research- the RSPB stone-curlew 
LIFE project, the University of East 
Anglia, and the Breaking New 
Ground HLF landscape partnership.   

more information contact 
Hawkes, Heathland 

Management Officer on 
01842 756 716 or email 
robert.hawkes@rspb.org.uk   

Above left: the lightweight tag is attached to the feathers and will fall off when the bird moults.  
Above right: the bird is released where it was caught, once activated, the tag emits a grid reference every hour.  

LIFE is the EU’s fund to support 
environmental, nature 
conservation and climate action 
projects. Since 1992, LIFE 

financed some 4306 
projects. For the 2014-2020 
funding period, LIFE hopes to 
contribute approximately €3.4 
billion to the protection of the 
environment and climate across 
Europe.  

For more information on 
see: 

ec.europa.eu/environment/life 

for the LIFE project  
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Working together to give nature a home

The RSPB is the country’s largest 
nature conservation charity, inspiring 
everyone to give nature a home.

 

The RSPB is a member of BirdLife 
International, a partnership of 
conservation organisations working to 
give nature a home around the world.
 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (R

Stone-curlew field team update
Tim Cowan reports on the 
stone-curlew season so far, 
before hanging up his boots 
for a couple of days a week to 
hold the fort during Charlotte 
Mulderrig’s maternity leave.  
 
Things have been a bit different for 
the stone-curlew team this year. As 
the emphasis of our work shifts 
further towards providing more safe 
nesting habitat for stone-curlews, 
through the creation of fallow nest 
plots on arable land and the 
restoration of grass heathland, we 
have begun to reduce the amount of 
time we spend involved in 
monitoring and intervention work.  
 
This year we have reduced the size 
of our monitoring area to 
concentrate our efforts on those 
farms where high levels of 
intervention to protect nests on 
cropped land are required, whilst 
maintaining an on-call service to 
other farms, should there be a 
particular need to save nests or 
chicks from farming operations. 
 
We are making preparations now for 
more change over the next couple of 
years; we have started a 
programme of on-farm events or 
training to better equip farmers to 
look after their stone-curlews, and 
we are busy training new volunteers 
to assist with future monitoring. We 
have thirteen volunteers in total 
helping out this year. 
 
So far, we are optimistic about this 
stone-curlew breeding season. 
Nesting started about a week later 

Working together to give nature a home

The RSPB is the country’s largest 
onservation charity, inspiring 

everyone to give nature a home. 

The RSPB is a member of BirdLife 
International, a partnership of 
conservation organisations working to 
give nature a home around the world. 

 (RSPB) is a registered charity: England & Wales no. 207

curlew field team update

than usual, but soon picked up 
pace, and we have currently located 
nearly as many breeding pairs as 
this time last year, despite having 
reduced the size of our monitoring 
area! Hatching success has been 
reasonable, but as I write, we have 
just had a week of cold, wet 
weather, which we hope will not 
have a detrimental impact on chick 
survival. 

 

For mor
Tim Cowan, Brecks Projects 
Manager 
01842 756712 / 
tim.cowan@rspb.org.uk
 

LIFE+
instrument supporting nature 
conse
and similar communication 
projects throughout the EU, 
which contribute to 
implementing the Birds and 
Habitats Directives, and Natura 
2000 network of protected 
sites.

Above and right: Tim Cowan 
weighs eggs laid within an onion 
crop to predict hatch date, a 
regular activity for the field team, 
which the need for should reduce 

Working together to give nature a home 

07076, Scotland no. SC037654 

curlew field team update 

For more information contact 
Tim Cowan, Brecks Projects 
Manager (maternity cover) on 
01842 756712 / 
tim.cowan@rspb.org.uk 
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LIFE+ is the EU’s financial 
instrument supporting nature 
conservation, environmental, 
and similar communication 
projects throughout the EU, 
which contribute to 
implementing the Birds and 
Habitats Directives, and Natura 
2000 network of protected 
sites. 


