This access statement does not contain personal opinions as to our suitability for
those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the facilities and
services that we offer all our guests/visitors.

Access Statement for RSPB Coombes Valley
Introduction
Coombes Valley is situated near to the village of Bradnop, Leek,
Staffordshire. It is a woodland site within a steep sided valley home to
pied flycatchers, redstart, wood warblers, argent & sable moth and
much more. Please be aware that although easy access
wheelchair and push chair trails are available the longer trails
are very steep, uneven and muddy in places

The visitor facilities and car park are located adjacent to the reserve
office at Six Oaks Farm, all trails begin at the car park. There are 4
trails of varying length and difficulty which all have viewing areas
which provide good bird and wildlife watching provision. There is a
small information centre and 4 toilets including an accessible toilet
and baby changing. A gravel surfaced car park, adjacent to the

information centre, leads to the main visitor trails. The family nature
play trail is 0.5 miles long and has a surfaced and even footpath
throughout which is most suitable for wheelchair and pushchair users.
All other trails follow the sometimes steep and uneven valley through
the woodland. Trails can be muddy in winter.
There is a picnic area with two benches suitable for wheelchair users.
Further details about the reserve and what you can see and do can
be found on our website at
http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/seenature/reserves/g
uide/c/coombeschurnet/accessibility.aspx
We look forward to welcoming you. If you have any queries or require
any assistance please phone 01538 384017 or email
coombes.valley@rspb.org.uk.
Pre-Arrival
•
•

•

•

•

The nearest railway station, Stoke on Trent, is 12 miles (19 km)
away and has a taxi rank
Bus no. 108 from Leek to Ashbourne. The bus stop is 1.2 miles
(2 km) from reserve entrance. Walk in Ashbourne direction and
take first right turn onto Ashenhurst Lane, crossing the disused
railway line. Follow this lane, for 0.85miles (1.4km) until you see
the reserve entrance on the left. This lane has no pavement
and is steep in places.
By road, the reserve lies off the A523 road to Ashbourne, three
miles (4.8 km) east of Leek. Leave Leek on the Ashbourne
road. After passing Bradnop, turn up the minor road (and
across a railway line) to Apesford (signposted to RSPB
Coombes Valley) - the reserve is on the left after a mile (1.6
km).
A map of the site is on the modular board opposite the
information centre and trail guides are available from the
information centre at all times.
No Dogs allowed, although registered assistance dogs are
welcome

•

•
•

Reserve open daily. 4 parking spaces are available at all times.
The main car park is open most days between 9am and 5pm.
The public rights of way are open at all times.
The information centre is manned during busier periods but
sometimes is closed at weekends.
Entrance charges- RSPB members free, £4 per car for nonmembers.

Car Parking Facilities and Arrival
•
•

•

Parking is available at the main entrance for 30 cars, including
4 spaces which are a short distance to the information centre
The car park is on a slight gradient, is level and has a gravel
surface

Entrance charges- RSPB members free, £4 per car for nonmembers. A blue payment post is located next to the

•
•
•
•
•

information board or payment can be taken in the information
centre. Cash only.
The car park is unlit
2 Disabled spaces are available 9am- 5pm next to the
information centre
People can be dropped off in the main car park
The entrance to the information centre is flat and level with no
steps to negotiate
The entrance door is left open during opening times and is 5'3"
(1600mm) wide

Information Centre
•

The information centre is situated on the left of the main
entrance and at the top of the main car park.

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

The information is a well lit small room on the ground floor with
one flat and level entrance and a level tiled floor
1 coffee table with 4 wooden seats are located within the
information centre and one large bench on a level viewing area
is available immediately outside the information centre

Within the information centre is a viewing window onto a
collection of bird feeders, two steps lead up to the viewing
window for children to access them. Binoculars are available for
the viewing window and available to hire for £1.
A nest box camera operates during spring time.
Events posters, recent sightings and a map of the reserve are
displayed in the information centre
A sensory board with feely boxes and audio of birds is mounted
on the wall of the visitor centre
Trails are described on the information board outside the
information centre and in trail guides

Nature Trails
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

4 trails are available year round.
All trails are described in one of 2 trail guides, one for adults
and one for families. Both of which can be downloaded from the
RSPB website. The information board also describes all 4 trails.
All trails are way marked with fingerposts.
Staff are available to give information on trails during busier
periods.
The valley viewpoint is a 5 minute walk to a viewing area with
bench which gives a spectacular view over the wildflower
meadows and woodland
The family natural play trail (0.8km long), accessible to
pushchairs and wheelchairs, has lots of activities for families
along the way including a canopy walkway, den building, fairy
house village, mud kitchen and much more.

The Valley Woodland loop (2.6km long) takes you through
meadows and woodland past Clough Meadow Cottage. There
are a small number of gates and stiles on this route.
The longest loop, the woodcock trail, (5.2km long) takes you
into the heart of the reserve into the wilder woodland habitat.
There are a small number of gates and stiles on this route.
The longer trails are steep, uneven and muddy in places

•

Each trail has at least one viewing area with a wooden bench

Viewing Facilities
•

•
•

There is a level and even viewing platform immediately outside
the information centre with a bench and good view of the valley
and bird feeders
Each trail has a viewing area with fixed wooden benches
The canopy walkway on the family nature trail has a viewing
platform between two rope bridges

Public Toilets
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two ladies toilets are available with a sanitary bin in each.
Two hand washing basins and hand dryer are available in the
ladies toilets
One gentleman's toilet is available with 2 additional urinals
Two hand washing basins and hand dryer are available in the
gentleman's toilets
A step for children to use the hand washing basin is available in
each toilet
To access the main toilet block there is one short step.

•

An accessible toilet with ramp and handrail is 10m from the
information centre, this toilet is locked but is accessed via a
radar key which can be obtained from a staff member

•

•
•
•
•

The accessible toilet door is 3ft (910mm) wide and has
horizontal and vertical handrails. The space next to the
accessible toilet is 2ft (610mm wide) and is on the right hand
side of the toilet. The accessible toilet is 19" (470mm) from the
floor.
Vertical handrails are on either side of the hand washing basin
with a lever tap
A red alarm cord is situated in the accessible toilet in case of
emergencies
Baby changing facilities are available in the accessible toilet
All toilets are well lit

Catering
•
•
•

A self serve hot drinks station is in the information centre
Ice cream is also available from the information centre
Cash payment only

Picnic Area
•
•

•
•

A picnic area is available next to the main car park
It contains 3 benches, 2 of which can be used by wheelchair
users

It also contains a mud kitchen
Visitors can bring their own food and drink to site

Contact Information
Address (Inc RSPB Coombes Valley, Six Oaks Farm, Ashenhurst
postcode): Lane, Bradnop, Leek, ST13 7EU
Telephone:

01538 384017

Email:

coombes.valley@rspb.org.uk

Website:

https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reservesa-z/coombes-valley/accessibility

Grid
Reference:

SK009 534

Hours Of
Operation:

Reserve open 24 hours year round. Main car park open
9am- 5pm. Information open during busier periods.

