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An important vulture conservation 
action plan was released by the 
Government of India at the end 

of last year. It marks an advancement in 
protection for vultures and will help to  
avoid the extinction of four Critically 
Endangered vulture species. 

The new plan has adopted much of our 
strategic course 

for saving 
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Discover the benefits  
of a new wetland 

creation project at Loch 
Lomond (page 10).

Welcome!

Over to you... 
We love to hear your feedback on Impact and the projects you support. If you have a story 
to tell or a picture that supports these projects please email impact@rspb.org.uk

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.  
357-0951-18-19. We are a member of BirdLife International, a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give nature a home around the world.
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 SAVING ASIAN VULTURES FROM EXTINCTION
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Samuel Wrobel, Editor

Welcome to your summer issue of Impact. It feels good to say that – 
summer. While many of us have been busy catching up with loved ones and 
starting to get our lives back on track, the dedicated teams behind the next 
14 pages have been doing what they do best. You’ve continued to be with us 
every step of the way, and it’s made a real impact. 

 I hope these stories will bring a breath of fresh air and excitement – from an 
ambitious new wetland project at Loch Lomond to the discovery of an entirely 
new species from our Rainforest Guardians. We also see the tangible results 
of your support defending birds of prey and what that means to the team on 
the ground. So, pop the kettle on and discover what we can achieve, together. 
Thank you as always, I hope you enjoy this issue.

There are 67 Red List bird species that need help. One in four birds are now 
on the Red List of Conservation Concern. Some of these – our puffins, turtle 
doves and Slavonian grebes – are fighting global extinction. Look out for 

the red stamp to find out how your support is helping to save red-listed species. For 
more information and to see the full list, visit rspb.org.uk and search for Red Alert.

 BIRDS WITHOUT BORDERS

Protecting habitats  
at home and abroad 
From tackling climate change to working with local communities, 
Chantal Macleod-Nolan, Project Officer for LIFE on the Edge, 
explains why migratory birds require a joined-up approach.  

Since 1945, the UK has lost more 
than 15% of intertidal habitat, 46% 
of shingle and 18% of dunes due to 

coastal development and rising sea levels. 
Much of the remaining coastal habitat is 
in poor condition. As the loss of habitat 
continues, this will likely impact both the 
breeding and wintering populations of 
waterbirds and seabirds. 

LIFE on the Edge, a project launched in 
2020, is a four-year EU-funded partnership 
between the RSPB and the National Trust, 
focusing on creating and improving habitat 
at nine key coastal sites in England. The 
project will use innovative techniques, such 
as using dredged sand and other matierials 
to rebuild shingle, restoring saltmarshes and 
creating new islands within coastal lagoons. 

Asia’s vultures. India already has a 
successful captive breeding programme; 
the new measures will build on this, while 
aiming to make the environment for free-
ranging vultures safe enough to release 
captive birds. 

To achieve this, the science-led 
document lays out plans to create Vulture 
Safe Zones throughout India, where there 
will be a much lower risk of poisoning 
around the remaining breeding colonies. 

Meanwhile, the government will be 
ramping up on monitoring the major threats 
facing vulture populations, such as making 
sure that toxic pharmaceuticals are no 
longer used in cattle that vultures end up 
feeding on. Testing of the regulation of 
veterinary drugs will also be improved, as 

Escaping extinction in India  
The Indian Government’s new action plan includes much of our 
recommended strategy and is a welcome step in the right 
direction says Mary Davies, Species Recovery Officer.

➜ GET INVOLVED
There’s a variety of volunteering 
opportunities available, such as nest 
protection, engaging with the public, and 
bird monitoring. If you’re interested, please 
get in touch here: bit.ly/RSPBvolunteer

➜ FIND OUT MORE
You can read the whole action plan under 
the ‘resources’ section of save-vultures.org.

RED 
ALERT

Beach-nesting birds such as ringed 
plovers, oystercatchers and little terns  
are vulnerable to both human disturbance  
and coastal squeeze due to the loss of 
habitats that are limited by seawalls.  
We’re working with communities to protect 
these important areas so these birds can 
successfully raise chicks on our beaches. 

African marine policy 
During the summer, our coast is home  
to roseate terns – the rarest breeding 
seabird in the UK, with only 135 pairs 
nesting in 2020. Most of these birds  
spend winter in the coastal zone of Ghana, 
where they face numerous threats, such 
as tern trapping and depleted food stocks 
due to overfishing. 

To address this, we’re supporting our 
local partner, Ghana Wildlife Society,  
in its work with fishing communities to  
raise awareness about overfishing and  
to develop other sources of income.  
The long-term goal is to ensure sustainable 
management of the industrial and artisanal 
fisheries in Ghanaian waters to allow 
sardinella stocks to recover for the  
benefit of terns and people.

well as testing their safety for vultures.
The new plan also outlines the need 

for more vulture conservation breeding 
centres and rescue centres in India, and 
incorporates actions for the recovery of 
species like the griffon vulture.   

A new national committee will be 
formed, with representatives from the 
various government departments whose 
work affects vulture conservation.  
We welcome this plan and will support  
the committee with any technical 
assistance it needs. 

SAVE’s first online 
AGM took place at the 
end of 2020 – you can 
watch presentations, 
talks and more from 
the event at bit.ly/
SAVEAGM2020.

Roseate 
tern

White-
rumped 
vulture



 GUARDIANS OF SHERWOOD 
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Champion archer, dangerous outlaw, 
protector of the poor, the Green 
Man of folk tradition, these are  

just some of the roles Robin Hood plays  
in our nation’s collective imagination.  
He has wild ways and green-cunning, he 
understands the natural rhythms of the 
forest and fights the greedy 1% who want 
to horde its resources. You might think of 
the wily Disney fox or a dashing Hollywood 
heartthrob, but one thing is indisputable: 
his home is in Sherwood Forest.

Written records of Robin Hood stories 
start around the 13th century and evolve 
over several hundred years through 
a series of ballads and plays, while 
references to ‘The Man in the Hood’ 
weave through the literary canon, from 
Shakespeare to Scott, spilling over into 
centuries of popular culture.  

In the late 19th and early 20th 
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Interpreting Robin Hood   
to support nature 
This ancient place is interwoven with natural and human 
history. It’s famous for a man in tights, but through his 
universal appeal we can make sure it’s also a haven for 
nature, says Visitor Experience Manager, Sally Granger.

centuries several modern versions of 
the tales became popular and many of 
their illustrations have become iconic. 
Decorative plates by the children’s 
author and illustrator Howard Pyle and 
later HM Brock, NC Wyeth and Walter 
Crane timelessly capture the energy and 
romance of the stories.

As part of our work to bring the 
Robin Hood tale to life, we wanted to 
pay homage to this long tradition 
of decorative illustration and 
commissioned lino print artist 
Judy Stevens to recreate the 
artwork. These panels capture 
key moments from the tales and 
hang proudly from the ceiling of the 
visitor centre café.

In the amphitheatre, you can 
read profiles of the main characters 
on new oak-mounted panels. Each 
famous friend and foe of Robin 
has been captured by illustrator 
Tom Woolley and sits beside 
excerpts of the ballads. When you 
visit, familiarise yourself with this 
rogue’s gallery and as you walk the 
trails they may dash between the 
trees, just out of sight.

Robin Hood was (and arguably 
still is) a guardian of this forest and 
by telling his story we can inspire 
new generations to stand up for 
social justice and take action in  
the fight against the nature and 
climate emergency. 

RED 
ALERT

When you arrive at Lake Vyrnwy, 
the first ‘wow’ moment is a 
glimpse of the reservoir and 

impressive dam. However, my favourite 
part of the journey lies just before this.  

 RSPB LAKE VYRNWY A tunnel of trees line the road and it’s 
breathtaking in every season, with lush 
greens in summer, a golden halo in autumn 
and an enchanting twist of trunks in winter, 
as you wind your way to the big reveal. 

The magic of the Vyrnwy woodland 
doesn’t end there – a 200-hectare 
patchwork of ancient, semi-ancient and 
native broadleaf woodland surrounds the 
lake, providing a home for a myriad of 
incredible wildlife. Stepping into the woods, 
you instantly feel surrounded by life, from 
the mossy carpets and alien-looking lichen 
to the chorus of birdsong. These woodlands 
are vitally important for so many species, 
including wood warblers, who nest on the 
sloping floors and make use of the bluebells 
as shelter for their young. 

Without careful management, self-
seeded conifers, laurel and rhododendron 
slowly creep into the forest floor, choking 
out the native trees and lower-level plants. 
Over the spring and summer, the warden 
team will be surveying the woodland, ready 
for works to begin in the winter. Some of 
the larger-scale works will be carried out 

The wood         
for the 
trees   
A project is under way to 
clear invasive trees from the 
woodland to allow native 
species to thrive. Annabel 
Holmes, Visitor Experience 
Manager, tells us all about it.

by contractors, however, with your support 
and new funding from the National Lottery 
Community Fund, we will be working  
with local community groups to clear  
areas that need people power. 

Reserve warden Gethin Elias says,  
“This is a great opportunity for those 
involved to develop essential countryside 
skills, and will secure ideal habitat for all our 
wonderful wildlife for generations to come.” 
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Lake Vyrnwy 
woodland

5 SPECIES OF 
SHERWOOD

Meet five of the species  
we’re protecting here.

Ancient oaks
Nationally important for the 

saproxylic invertebrates that 
live in the rotted heartwood.

Marsh tit
Regulars at the forest’s  
bird tables. 

Lesser spotted 
woodpecker
The smallest UK 
woodpecker, hardly bigger 

than a sparrow.

Redstart
A summer visitor from  
Central Africa.

Woodcock
Goes bump in the night 
while ‘roding’ from treetops.

4     IMPACT SUMMER 2021

Living with nature
Robin and his merry band would have 
known how to live off the natural 
resources of the forest by hunting 
rabbits, wild boar, deer and small 
game for food. They would have 
known which 
mushrooms 
were safe to eat, 
and delicious 
salads could 
have been made 
by foraging 
plants such as 
dandelions, 
hawthorn leaves  
and daisies. Daisy

Zooming into the future 
In 2020 Hope Farm launched a webinar series to share  
ideas and grow our community of nature-friendly farms.  
Farm Manager Georgie Bray takes us behind the scenes. 

For the last two decades, a mission 
of Hope Farm has been to develop 
a hub for sharing knowledge on 

wildlife-friendly farming. With an ongoing 
decline in farmland biodiversity, Hope Farm 
has been key to developing our expertise 
of farmland practices, enabling us to better 
understand how nature and farming can 
work together. 

So, why has this been particularly 
important in the past year? Well, 70% of 
the UK is managed as agricultural land and 
in these managed habitats biodiversity is 
still declining. However, we are now at a 
point of policy change. That means we can 
do much better as a country to encourage 
sustainable and wildlife-friendly farming. 

Farming practices are often passed 
down from generation to generation, from 
farmer to farmer – face to face. Visits to the 
farm, for this reason, have been incredibly 
useful for both farmers and policy-makers  
to see what we do first-hand. 

Sharing experiences and knowledge 

 HOPE FARM

is vital for successful farming, but 
unfortunately engaging and learning  
face to face has been put on hold over  
the past year. 

So, how to remain a hub of knowledge-
sharing and provide a platform for those 
in the agricultural and conservation sector, 
while sharing our own experiences?  
That would be a tricky enough question 
without a pandemic stopping people from 
visiting the farm, but 2020 really did throw  
a curveball at our engagement events.

Luckily, the farming community 
has taken webinars and other virtual 
communication by storm, giving us an 
exciting way of communicating to the land 
managers and policy-makers who can 
make a difference on a grand scale. Across 
many farming sectors, webinars have been 
helping to advance the knowledge base of 
farming technology – including regenerative 
agriculture and nature-friendly farming. 

We took the opportunity to launch a 
webinar series during autumn and winter, 

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Watch the webinars on the Farm Wildlife  
YouTube channel at bit.ly/FarmingWebinars 
and find out more on the RSPB Farming Blog 
here: bit.ly/HopeFarmBlog  

focusing on some key principles we strive 
for at Hope Farm. We welcomed audiences 
of over 200 people, with positive feedback 
and buzzing Q&A sessions. The recordings 
have since been watched hundreds of 
times. Where visits are normally confined 
by geography, every month we have talked 
to people across the UK and internationally. 

The YouTube recordings are available, 
and blogs are being uploaded with written 
summaries of each webinar, for those who 
prefer that format. We are already starting 
plans for a new, shorter series to keep the 
ball rolling on sharing lessons learned at 
Hope Farm and further afield. 

Marbled white 
on knapweed

RED 
ALERT



The team is working side by side with the UK’s most 
endangered bird of prey, the hen harrier. Investigations 
Liaison Officer Jenny Shelton shares the experience. 

U nlike peregrines, buzzards and red 
kites, which have evolved to live 
alongside humans in many places, 

hen harriers rarely cross paths with people. 
These wonderful, elusive raptors spend 
their summers far from our eyes, floating 
over heather-clad hills where they nest – 
though you may glimpse them around  
the coast, or over reedbeds in winter.  
During the breeding season, if you’re very 
lucky you might even catch sight of the 
male’s sensational skydance display.

But in recent years satellite tagging  
has opened a window onto the hen 
harrier’s secret world, enabling scientists 
at the RSPB to find out more about this 
at-risk species.

BIRDS OF PREY DEFENDERS 

“The chicks always look 
surprised when you show up, 
and rather comical, with their 
gaping beaks, scruffy mix of 
downy and adult feathers, 

and big, yellow feet.”

TRACKING 

HARRIERS
What have we learned?
There are just over 500 hen harrier pairs 
in the UK, yet we have enough food and 
habitat to support five times that number. 
The RSPB has tagged more than 100 birds 
as part of the EU Hen Harrier LIFE project, 
and will continue doing that this summer. 

Satellite tags are incredible bits of kit 
used on various species, from turtle doves 
to eagles. They are light, accurate and 
pretty indestructible. The tags are worn 
like little backpacks without incumbering 
the wearer, sending back regular data on 
the bird’s location and temperature. 

Hen harriers nest on the ground, 
in spring, laying four or five eggs (or 
sometimes up to seven). The female 

lays an egg every 48 hours and they 
hatch after about a month. Trained and 
licensed experts fit the tags to young 
birds when they’re around four weeks old, 
usually in late June or early July. Timing is 
everything: too soon and the chicks will be 
too small to carry the tags, too late and the 
chicks will scarper before we get near. 

Of course, the safety of the birds is 
paramount, so the process is as swift  
and precise as a military operation, 
to ensure minimal disturbance to the 
nestlings and adults. 

There are only a few people who have 
had the privilege of visiting a hen harrier 
nest. They aren’t easy to find – which is 
on purpose, of course, to keep the chicks 

Many happy 
returns
In the summer of 2020 one of our 
tagged female hen harriers turned 
the grand age of five. It might not 
sound much, and hen harriers have 
been known to live to 15, but so many 
tagged birds don’t make it through 
their first year that this individual is 
a rarity. She hatched in Perthshire in 
2015 and has remained in Scotland 
all her life. Her winter travels have 
allowed us to discover new hen harrier 
roost sites. Huge thanks go out to 
the Scottish Raptor Study Group for 
helping us monitor her.

 
Apollo is one of the hen harriers that has 
changed our expectations of what these 
remarkable birds can do. After fledging 
from Lancashire in 2019, he flew almost 
1,000 miles to Portugal, then on to 
Extremadura in Spain – a landscape of 

steppes, forest 
and farming, 
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Thank you! 

We can only fit tags              
and employ people to 

monitor these fantastic             
birds thanks to your help, 
so we want to say a huge 

‘thank you’ to our 
supporters and members. 

We are one team  
for nature. 
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Apollo getting 
fitted with  

his tag. 

hidden from predators, 
like foxes. 

The chicks always look 
surprised when you show 
up, and rather comical, 
with their gaping beaks, 
scruffy mix of downy fluff and 
emerging adult feathers, and 
big, marigold-yellow feet. But 
they’re generally very placid, and 
don’t seem to mind being fitted 
with their little packs. At this 
age, males and females look 
the same at a glance, except 
the males have smoky grey 
eyes while the females’ 
eyes are spaniel brown. 
These will develop into 
fierce yellow in time.  

Before we started 
tagging them, we 
didn’t always know 
where hen harriers went 
after leaving their nests, or how far. 
Recently, we discovered that about 10% 
of British harriers are crossing the English 
Channel every autumn. We’ve had tagged 
birds fly the full length of the country to 
find somewhere to spend the winter –  
our most adventurous birds have travelled 
as far as France, Spain and Portugal.

Tagging is also helping us uncover the 
risks that hen harriers face, including 

RED 
ALERT

human persecution. 
We have recovered 

bodies of tagged birds 
which have been shot, 
trapped and poisoned. 
In February this year 

a bird named Tarras 
vanished under suspicious 

circumstances. 
Too many are disappearing 

like this – their tags suddenly and 
inexplicably ceasing to transmit – on 

or near grouse moors. It’s a recognised 
pattern and evidence which, we hope, 
will help bring about changes to ensure a 
brighter future for these remarkable birds.

6     IMPACT  SUMMER 2021

and one of the most biodiverse places in 
Europe. We wondered if he would return 
to the UK to breed. Incredibly, in April 
he left his Spanish wintering ground and 
made the long, perilous journey north.
Apollo flew across the Bay of Biscay, 
which took him two days. He flew straight 
through northern France and was soon in 
the Welsh hills, where he spent a few days 
(possibly feeding, or looking for a mate). 
On 15 May 2020 he arrived in Lancashire 
and settled down to breed just a couple of 
miles from where he hatched. 

In October 2020, Apollo set off again, 
this time in a straight line to Extremadura. 
We were delighted in April this year when 
he once again returned to Lancashire, 
taking just a few days to make the journey.

➜ SEEN A HEN HARRIER?
Help us count them by sending the date, time 
and location to henharriers@rspb.org.uk   

TRACKING 

THERE AND BACK AGAIN

100 miles 
(approx)

Lancashire

Extremadura

APOLLO’S FIRST MIGRATION



A large-scale habitat restoration trial 
is taking place at Abernethy nature 
reserve which replicates lost natural 

processes like wildfire and trampling by 
large herbiviores, such as ancient aurochs, 
an extinct type of cattle. 

The team wants to find out which 
method most benefits the capercaillie, a 
UK Red List species that has declined at an 
alarming rate across Scotland. We will use 
two techniques on separate, 200-hectare 
plots, using a third plot as a control. 

In the first plot we have the robocutter 
– a small flail tractor which is controlled 
remotely by an operator walking behind –  
to cut areas of rank ground cover, including 
long heather. 

This is not a new technology, but until 
recently it hadn’t been used in the UK. 
This technique is more flexible than a 
conventional tractor – it can access small 
spaces and avoid rocks, ant hills and 
patches of blaeberry, which is an important 
foodplant for capercaillie. The removal of 
long vegetation will provide space for other 
forest plants to move in, improving botanical 
and invertebrate diversity.

In the second test plot we have cattle: 

Cows vs 
robots   
A trial is under way to find 
out whether technology or 
livestock is the best 
approach to restore habitat 
suitable for capercaillie. 
Visitor Operations Manager 
Jess Tomes explains… 

Country. We also 
want to provide 
woodland for 
the use of the 
local community 
and visitors, 
to benefit 
education, health 
and wellbeing, and 
provide recreational 
activity by incorporating a 
trail into the woodland plan.

Many thanks to all the staff, volunteers 
and supporters who helped make the  
project happen.

 FLOW COUNTRY PARTNERS 

FACT FILE
Native woodland planting: 5.8 ha 
Tree species planted:  
• Downy Birch
• Silver Birch
• Rowan
• Sessile Oak
• Hazel
• Holly
• Alder
• Eared Willow & Grey Willow
• Aspen
Number of saplings planted: 10,161

8     IMPACT SUMMER 2021
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Establishing woodland in the Flow Country might 
seem controversial, but there’s a good reason. 
Forsinard Flows Warden Paul Turner explains  
why they’re planting trees in Breacrie Wood.

Many of you may know that at 
Forsinard Flows we have spent 
more than 25 years mitigating the 

negative impacts of non-native forestry 
plantations established in the 1970s and 
‘80s. So why would the RSPB want to plant 
trees in the Flow Country? Let me explain.

While it is true that a large part of our 
work centres around the restoration 
of peatland habitats – undoing 
the damage from non-native 
forestry and historical 
agricultural ‘improvements’ – 
we also need to look at the 
wider landscape character 
of the area, 

including the low-lying riverine valleys 
(straths) that carry water from the peatlands 
to the sea. Many of these straths have areas 
where it is likely that native woodland once 
stood, prior to agricultural changes that 
began in the Bronze Age. Echoes of these 
old native woodlands can be found clinging 
precipitously to the rock-cut gullies along the 
course of the river Halladale, where they are 
safe from the ravages of man and beast. 

Right tree, right place
With this woodland we are not planting 

trees on blanket bog; we are planting the 
‘right tree in the right place’. But what does 
that mean? Blanket bog should be naturally 
treeless, with dwarf birch being the only 
exception to this rule. 

The woodland project started two years 
ago with extensive consultations that looked 
at a range of requirements and factors 
including location and tree species. During 
this consultation we established the suite of 

species that we wanted to work 
with and had this approved 

by Scottish Forestry. 
Thanks to you, we 

have now planted 
over 10,000 
saplings, getting 
this project 
under way,  
using downy 
birch and a 
further eight 

species.
We want to 

help reconnect 
fragmented woodland 

remnants, improve habitat 
and species diversity, and increase 
native woodland cover in line with 
the landscape character of the Flow 

Paul Turner (centre) and the 
team plant native trees to 

recreate ancient woodland 
that once grew here.

In with the old 
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New arrivals 
Warden Alan Kell 
explains why we’re 
welcoming a herd 
of ponies to The 
Lodge, and how 
they’ll help nature. 

 FRIENDS OF ABERNETHY 
45 cows were introduced to one of the 
plots between October and February.  
They trample the long vegetation,  
opening up areas for other plants  
(including blaeberry), while their dung 
attracts invertebrates.

All three plots will be monitored for 
invertebrates, plants and capercaillie.  
A previous smaller-scale trial showed an 
increase in capercaillie presence and initial 
signs for this larger trial are promising. 
Watch this space for updates. 

In addition to the plethora of 
wildlife already on view at The 
Lodge, there is a new species for you to 

admire. In April we welcomed six Dartmoor 
ponies, who will graze here from April to 
August. Not just a pretty face either, these 
ponies have an important role to play.... 

Scrub control 
The ponies will graze on birch saplings, 
bramble and broom, which we currently 
have to remove manually. They will help 
keep the grasses that compete with the 
heather under control.

 FRIENDS OF THE LODGE

Habitat diversity 
They will also graze some of 

the heather, creating diversity 
in the heather structure and age – in 

the past we have carried out mowing to 
replicate this mosaic habitat. 

Heavy hooves 
Bracken will get trampled by the ponies, 
which will help to stop it from encroaching 
on heathland.  

Homes for insects
The bare patches of ground that ponies 
create with their hooves is fantastic habitat 

 IMPACT SUMMER 2021     9

DON’T FEED 
THE ANIMALS 
Look out for the ponies on your  
next visit, but please don’t approach 
them – they have a job to do. 

Dartmoor ponies manage 
habitat in lots of ways.

The robocutter 
in action.

for invertebrates. Previously we used  
a digger to create bare ground scrapes.  
The ponies’ manure also provides  
ideal habitats for dung-loving insects.  
Rather them than me!

Rowan

RED 
ALERT

Capercaillie
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Since the RSPB began managing 
the site in 2012, we’ve wanted to 
improve some of the agricultural 

fields on the farmland areas that fall 
outside of the protected area at Loch 
Lomond. In particular, we have been 
focused on creating a wetland in an area 
known as Schoolhouse Field. 

The biggest issue we’ve faced in this 
particular field is the dominance of soft 
rush. This plant overcrowds all other 
vegetation, creating a single-species 
monoculture. The measures we are 
implementing will provide a more varied 
habitat, where rush no longer dominates. 

We know from historical records and 
our own survey work that this field has the 
potential to host Greenland white-fronted 
geese, which we mentioned in the last 
issue of Impact, and are arguably the most 
important birds found in this area. 

How will the wetland help? 
Greenland white-fronted geese are quite 
particular about the fields they choose to 
use and have some specific requirements, 
which we are aiming to recreate. Their 
wintering grounds include two major sites, 

on the Isle of Islay and Wexford Slobs in 
Ireland, plus a scattering of ‘satellite’ sites, 
of which Loch Lomond is one. 

And it’s not only the geese that will 
benefit from this project – a functioning 
area of wetland will support a huge 
range of species, including passing and 
breeding wading birds, wintering wildfowl, 
amphibians, invertebrates and plants.

Our aim with this project is to make 
more of the land RSPB Scotland manages 
into ground where geese and many other 
species can happily feed and roost.  
By boosting their wintering survival rate, 
we hope to increase their chances of 
successful breeding when they return  
to Greenland for summer.

What are we actually doing? 
We will be creating four pools, 
interconnected by a closed ditch system 
(one that is not directly connected to any 
other waterbodies). The design will also 
enable us to raise or lower the water 
levels. This means that in the winter, we 
can raise the levels to benefit wintering 
geese, ducks and swans. In spring, we 
can lower the water levels to expose 

We’re turning a rush-encroached field into a wetland to 
benefit a wide range of species, including internationally 
important geese. Site manager Paula Baker tells us more. 

RSPB LOCH LOMOND 

Expanding  
OUR WETLAND 

RSPB Loch 
Lomond What species 

will benefit from 
creating new 
wetland?
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mud around the edges of the pools, 
providing food for breeding wading 
birds such as lapwings, redshank  
and snipe.  

We don’t need planning 
consent for this project, as it’s 
covered by existing permitted 
development legislation.  
However, we will be seeking 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
screening, to ensure that no  
part of our proposal to create the 
new habitats falls under those 
legislations, and we can go ahead 
as planned. 

Pending the outcome of 
the EIA screening request, and 
providing there are no more major 
delays due to Covid-19, there  
should be diggers on the ground  
to start work in late July and it will 
take just a few weeks to complete 
the project. 

It will take a few more weeks 
after that to see some vegetation 
regrowth, but we hope it will be 
ready to welcome the geese back 
when they return in the winter. 

Geese
Geese benefit  

from having access  
to more choice  
of wetter areas  
and a wider variety  
of plantlife for  

winter feeding. 

Newts
Newts require open 
water where males 
perform aquatic 
displays to attract 
females, but they 

also need vegetation 
for egg laying.

Snipe
Muddy edges, wet, 
soggy ground 
and medium-
height plants such 
as sedges for 

concealing a nest  
are ideal for snipe. 

Frogs
Ponds are vital 
breeding habitat  
for amphibians like 
frogs. Algae in the 
pond will help nourish 
tadpoles and create 

prey for adult frogs.

Toads
Toads prefer deeper 
water for breeding. 
They lay their eggs 
in long strands 
wrapped around 

vegetation. 

Lapwing
 Lapwings need  

variable heights of 
grasses for breeding 
and raising their  
young. They will  
also benefit from  

open mud edges  
for feeding.

A population of global importance
Greenland white-fronted geese are one of the rarest populations of geese in Europe  
and have been of conservation concern for many years – their numbers peaked  
at just 35,000 birds in 1999, but soon declined again to around 21,500 according  
to a 2019/20 survey. The Loch Lomond population is usually between 250–300  
birds, which represents around 1.5% of the global population. 

Greenland white-
fronted goose

1039 m2

1068 m2

898 m2

1033 m2

0

Indicative layout of pool and overflow. Approx 1m fall between each pool.

0

1

2

1 2 3 4

0

Possible ditch profile. 1:3 sides, 0.5m depth, 1m bed width.

0

1

2

1 2 3 4



Kittiwakes traditionally like to nest 
on cliffs in colonies. The cliffs on 
Coquet Island are quite low and not 

very extensive. Over the years since 
the first kittiwake nested here, 
back in 1991, they have 
taken advantage of small 
rough outcrops in the 
sandstone cliff to build 
their rather impressive 
nests. But with the 
unexpected expansion 
of the colony here 
in recent years, the 
kittiwakes ran out of 
natural cliff ledges. 

Two years ago, to give 
them more space we carved 
about 50 extra ledges into the 
cliff face at the end of the season – 
the following year they were all occupied, 
boosting the population to 453 pairs in 
2020. They were occupying ledges quicker 
than we could carve them, so the idea 
was mooted by one of our team to create 
artificial ledges. We were confident the 
kittiwakes would use them, as 
they already nest on the 
air vents on two of the 
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➜ FIND OUT MORE
The team will be installing a camera to 
capture the kittiwakes’ comings and 
goings. Follow Paul on Twitter                    
@Captaincoquet for updates. 
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The point of the artificial ledges is to 
create extra places for kittiwakes as 
efficiently as possible, and not spend 
hours trying to chisel a rock cliff face. 
The fact that the cliffs are very low 
makes it easy to fix them in place.  
This is done with two steel rods that 
pin the hammock to the cliff 
using epoxy resin – 
they are cleverly 
designed to 
accommodate 
this feature. It 
takes just a 
few minutes 
to bore 
two 12mm 
holes and 
bond the 
hammock in 
place on the cliff.

DIY ledges: how 
they’re made 

lighthouse doors! Luckily for us, we have a 
blacksmith artist, Stephen Lunn, among our 
long-term volunteer ‘Coqueteers’ and we 

worked with him to design bespoke 
‘hammocks’ out of stainless 

steel, which would be easy  
to install and last for  

years to come. 
Seabird colonies 

are under threat and  
in decline in many 
cases, but the  
Coquet kittiwakes 
are bucking the trend, 

in part thanks to our 
supporters and the 

innovation and intervention 
of the RSPB Coquet team
One kittiwake has already 

taken up residence on the new 
hammocks and we’re looking forward  
to more arriving soon. 

Handy hammocks 
In the last issue we mentioned a new project to install extra ‘artifical’ ledges for 
kittiwakes on the cliffs on Coquet Island. Northumberland Coast Site Manager  
Paul Morrison tells us more about this innovative idea to help these coastal birds.  

confirmed that the mini frog was a species 
new to the world. In fact, its DNA was 
found to be like frogs of the same family 
from Vietnam, almost 2,000km away. 

Eki was part of a team on an expedition 
to survey amphibians along the Meranti 
River, one of four rivers meandering 
through the site. Hutan Harapan is an area 
of 100,000 hectares of formerly logged 
forests in Sumatra, and is Indonesia’s first 
Ecosystem Restoration Concession. 

Since then, another team of researchers 
have found six other frog species that 
are new to science in other parts of the 
Harapan forest; the publication of their 

 RAINFOREST GUARDIANS

A leap for 
conservation
A tiny frog species new to science has been discovered in 
Hutan Harapan. Shashi Kumaran, Commodities and 
Sustainable Finance Development Manager, shares the news.

D uring a recent survey in Hutan 
Harapan, the team discovered 
something unexpected: a frog 

species new to science. 
Eki Aprillia Resdiyanti Devung, a 20-year-

old student from the University of Bogor in 
Indonesia, realised quite soon after finding 
the frog, which was buried under mud in a 
shallow waterbody, that it was special. 

The little amphibia, Micryletta 
sumatrana, is only 2cm long, has a golden 
back and black bands and was not listed  
in the reference book Eki was using.  
Cellular level lab tests carried out later  
by the Bogor Zoological Museum  

Hutan 
Harapan 

landscape

Kittiwakes  
on Coquet 
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Coquet Island is renowned for the 
depth and quality of its monitoring 
programme, set against a background 
of minimising disturbance for its 
breeding birds. Coquet is actually 
designated as a ‘Sanctuary Site’ rather 
than a nature reserve, thanks to a 
Sanctuary order established in 1978. 
This means birds come first and any 
research and monitoring must follow 
strict guidelines that require a direct 
conservation benefit to the birds that 
nest there. This is one of the reasons 
that Coquet Island now supports some 
70,000 nesting seabirds on a tiny 
landmass in the North Sea of just over 
eight hectares.

Kittiwakes

One of the new 
hammocks.

RED 
ALERT

findings is under way. 
Many more species, 

hidden within 
Hutan 
Harapan’s 
dense forest, 
are waiting to 
be discovered!

“I hope that 
this discovery 
contributes to the 
recognition of Hutan 
Harapan as an  
important sanctuary,”  
said Eki.

OTHER FROGS RECENTLY DISCOVERED IN HUTAN HARAPAN

Splendid 
stream frog

Hylarana 
chalconota

Frilled tree 
frog

Cinnamon 
frog

Dark-eared 
tree frog

Micryletta 
sumatrana
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➜ FIND OUT MORE
You can read the whole report on  
seabird mortlity here:  
bit.ly/Seabirdmortality2021

 FRIENDS OF THE ALBATROSS 

In addition to supporting seabirds, the Albatross Task Force in Namibia has also 
supported female empowerment by partnering with local women’s group Meme 
Itumbapo. Since 2014, the group has been building bird-scaring lines to sell to the 
fishing fleet, and it recently signed an agreement to partner with one of the major 
fisheries supply companies in Walvis Bay. This gives the women in the group a 
safe space to work in the port, and a direct line for sales to fishing companies.

Meme Itumbapo:  
empowering women in the process 

Seabirds in the spotlight  
Global interest in the plight of seabirds has been boosted  
by events like World Albatross Day and an important report  
on reducing bycatch in the fishing industry. Rory Crawford, 
Bycatch Programme Manager, tells us more about it.  

It’s been quite a year for 
seabirds. After more than 
a decade of working with 

Namibia’s fishing industry, 
the Albatross Task Force 

(ATF) celebrated a major 
conservation success: 

a 98% reduction in 
seabird deaths 

from Namibian 
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towed behind the boat to deter birds while 
hooks or nets are deployed]. However, 
many of the crew members are not aware 
of this and do not understand why it is 
important to protect seabirds,” says Titus.

“Once we have been able to convey 
our message to the captains and crew 
members, they often become interested 
in bird identification and learning about the 
biology of the seabirds around them and 
solutions to the threats they are facing.” 

Last year also saw the very first World 
Albatross Day, covered in the winter issue 
of Impact. Bycatch is the theme of this 
year’s event, taking place on 19 June, with 
a focus on the waved albatross and Tristan 
albatross. The latter is found on the islands 
of Tristan da Cunha, where they now benefit 
from a new marine protection zone, but they 
also use Namibian waters to forage and 
have been caught in Namibian waters  
in the past. 

Following the successes and rising 
awareness of the threats facing albatrosses 
and other seabirds, we hope to continue 
bringing you more positive news. 

Titus (right) raising 
awareness on board a 

fishing vessel.

demersal longline fishing. That equates to 
22,000 birds being saved each year. 

This fantastic news came in a paper 
published in January this year, and the 
remarkable results went all around the 
world. Social media, online news sites and 
newspapers were abuzz with the news, 
reflecting the rising level of public interest in 
saving seabirds. 

The project’s success is thanks to 
effective government regulation and 
dedicated grassroots engagement with  

the fishing industry by our team of  
seabird bycatch instructors. 

The ATF engages directly with 
the industry, demonstrating the 

simple measures that can prevent 
birds being caught on longline fishing hooks 
or killed by collisions with the cables that 

haul trawl nets through the water.
One of the instructors is Titus 
Shaanika, who spent time  

staying on board the trawlers.  
He described supporting the 

crew to implement positive 
practices for seabirds,  

which can have benefits 
for the people as well. 

“In Namibia, 
demersal trawl and 
longline vessels are 
required by law to 
use bird scaring 
lines [streamers HOW YOU’RE HELPING 

Our work with protecting breeding populations 
of seabirds doesn’t stop here. With your support 
we have influenced the creation of the world’s 
fourth-largest marine reserve around Tristan da 
Cunha, protecting species such 
as the endangered Tristan 
albatross. By connecting the 
dots of seabird behaviour 
and working alongside 
the Albatross Task Force in 
Namibia, a prominent foraging area for the Tristan 
albatross, we can better understand how to 
protect this species and countless others.

Tristan 
albatross

“Simple measures 
can prevent birds 
being caught on 
longline fishing hooks 
or killed by collisions.”

 SEALIFE GUARDIANS 

Connecting the dots
Research by the RSPB has shown a link between 
fishing and declining numbers of seabird chicks  
– now we need to do something about it, says  
Alex Kinninmonth, Head of Marine Policy.  

in the area and the 
breeding success 
of kittiwakes on the 
English coast, with 
higher-intensity fishing 
leading to the lower 

numbers of chicks. 
This evidence has 

formed a crucial part of our 
work with other organisations  

across the North Sea to get the 
Dogger Bank properly protected from 
damaging fishing activity. 

As a result of our work and your 
support, the UK Government is proposing 
a ban on all forms of fishing that come 
into contact with the seafloor on the 
Dogger Bank – including sandeel fishing. 
If adopted, this would be a big boost  
for our seabird colonies and the seas  
they depend on.

Even after centuries of scientific 
discovery, the sea still holds 
many mysteries. Understanding 

the world beneath the waves and how 
humans are having an impact is a tough 
and expensive business, but seabirds 
provide a visible link between land and 
sea and give us a valuable insight  
into the health of the ocean.

Knowing where seabirds go to find 
food in order to raise their chicks tells 
us that certain parts of the sea are the 
heart of the system, containing the right 
elements to sustain life far beyond.

One such place is the Dogger Bank, a 
sandbank in a shallow area of the North 
Sea, and its largest. About 100 miles off 

the Yorkshire coast, Dogger 
Bank harbours a high 
density of sandeels – 
slender fish, usually 
found shoaling 
over the seabed or 
buried in the sand. 

Sandeels are 
a common food 
for coastal birds 
such as kittiwakes 
and puffins, but are 
also the target of an 
industrial fishery. 

RSPB research 
suggests there’s a link between 
the number of sandeels being caught 

“Sandeels are a common food for  
birds such as kittiwakes and puffins,  
but they are also the target of an 
industrial fishery.”

Puffins

Atlantic yellow-
nosed albatross

98% 

The reduction in 
seabird deaths in 
Namibian waters 

from long line fishing. 
That’s 22,000     

birds saved!

Sandeels



What role does farming play 
on Ramsey Island?
A really important one.  

The island has been farmed since the 
Bronze Age; there are records of it being 
farmed for cereals, pigs, goats and 
rabbits. We have around 100 sheep, four 
Welsh mountain ponies, a few chickens 
and, of course, Dewi the sheepdog. 
There are also rabbits and red deer. 
Sheep graze the northern half of the 
island, to keep the grass short for birds, 
while the southern end is managed as 
coastal heath, grazed by the ponies 
and deer. Getting the balance right is 
essential to ensure the grass is the right 
length to benefit the chough, our key 
species, and to ensure there is enough 
food to sustain the sheep over the winter. 

Farming also produces an income. 
Ramsey Island lamb and mutton is sold 
to a local restaurant in a farm-to-fork 
project which puts emphasis on quality 
local produce with low food miles.

Which species are benefiting? 
Our main species which benefits is 
the chough. The island forms part of 
the Ramsey and St David’s Peninsula 
Coast Special Protection Area, which 
is designated for chough and supports 
around 5% of the population. Between 
seven and 11 pairs nest here each year, 
in crevices or caves around the rugged 

coast, and feed 
in the fields 
on the north 

end. Chough 
require short-
cropped grass 
in which to feed, 
where they use 
their bills to probe 
for invertebrates.  

It is also important 
to ensure that the use 

of any chemicals on the 
sheep, such as wormers, 

is carefully 
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In at the deep end 
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Ramsey Island’s new Warden, Nia Stephens, explains how 
farming can benefit the island and the species that depend on it.

considered, to have the minimum impact 
on the island’s invertebrate populations. 
Some of the rarer plants on the island 
like floating water plantain and three 
lobed water crowfoot – found in shallow, 
open pools in the middle of the island 
– benefit from the ponies and the deer 
trampling and grazing around the wetter 
areas, keeping them free of scrub and 
helping with seed germination. The 8km 
of stone walls that divide the fields also 
provide excellent habitat for our nesting 
wheatear.

You come from a farming 
background. Tell us a bit about that 
I grew up on a mixed farm on the border 
between Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire 
where we had sheep, cattle, horses, 
pigs and poultry. My mainland home 
is now a farm on the outskirts of St 
David’s where my partner and I farm 
sheep in a nature-friendly way. I also 
worked as an Environment Officer 
for Natural Resources Wales, where I 
provided advice for farmers on reducing 
agricultural pollution. As we know 
from Hope Farm, bridging the gap 
between conservation and agriculture 
is one of our biggest challenges and it’s 
something I am passionate about.

How will this feed into your role? 
My farming background will be 
extremely helpful, especially my 
experience with sheep. Being able to 
spot the signs if an animal isn’t well 
and knowing what to do about it, being 
confident driving a quad bike and using a 
sheepdog to gather the flock are all skills 
that will come in handy. My lambing 
experience will also be extremely useful! 
There are some things I’m not so familiar 
with, such as transporting sheep by boat 
– but I’m sure I will learn!

Why was last year good for chough?
The last few years have seen record 
numbers of chough on Ramsey, with 
11 pairs nesting on the island in 2019, 

10 in 2020 and 10 pairs holding territory 
already this year. Some possible 
reasons could be due to the long-term 
management on Ramsey having a 
positive impact on invertebrates.  
The short-grazed, unimproved grassland 
has a high density of invertebrates, 
which keeps the chough well fed and 
gives them a higher chance of their 
chicks fledging.  

What are you most looking forward 
to as Warden of Ramsey? 
So many things! I’m a real seabird 
geek so I’m particularly excited about 
monitoring the razorbills, guillemots, 
kittiwakes, fulmars, storm petrels and 
Manx shearwaters.  
I’m looking 
forward to 
warmer 
days when 
visitors can 
experience 
the island, 
and 
snorkelling 
after work. 
But most of 
all I’m excited 
to be here for 
the full season and 
to see the changes on 
the island, from when the first migrants 
arrive, to the autumn when the beaches 
will be packed with grey seal pups.  

Thank you 
It is vital for us to continue to farm 
Ramsey in ways which are beneficial to 
wildlife, particularly chough. Farming on 
an island comes with additional costs 
– such as having to transport animals, 
wool, equipment, feed and medicines 
by boat – and your support helps us to 
continue with this important work.  

Chough

Grey seal 
pup

Ramsey 
Island


