
What’s on?
In brief
For bookable events* please contact 
Aberdeen Performing Arts. 

Booking line 01224 641122 or online 
at aberdeenperformingarts.com 

Donations are welcome to all charities taking part in 
the festival and are received with thanks.

Thursday 25 April

Launch at Beach Ballroom
•  Special guest speaker*: Wildlife cameraman 

and photographer, Doug Allan.

Friday 26 April

Science day at University of Aberdeen 
Zoology Museum
•  Award winning documentary “Chasing Corals” screening

•  Zoology Museum family-friendly hands-on activities

•  Talks and stalls including:

• David Lusseau (University of Aberdeen)

• Izzy Langley (University of St Andrews)

• Daryl Short (Scottish Natural Heritage)

•  Peadar O’Connell (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds)

• Katie Dyke (Whale and Dolphin Conservation)

•  Mel Consentino and David Nairn (University of Strathclyde)

• Luke Rendall (University of St Andrews)

• Ross Culloch and Pablo Chevallard (Marine Scotland)

• Sarah Gosden (Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service)

Saturday 27 April

Family fun at Duthie Park
• Performance by Big Noise Torry’s Dolphin Orchestra

•  Dolphin Quest Escape Room with The Locked Door*
(Saturday and Sunday)

• Infl atable whale roadshow with The Whale Workshop

• Inspiring child speakers featuring:

• The Rubbish Club

• Ullapool Sea Savers

• Activities and games by:

• RSPB Dolphinwatch

• RSPB Wild Challenge

• Whale and Dolphin Conservation

• Surfers Against Sewage

• British Divers Marine Life Rescue

• Tullos Community Garden

• Duthie Park Rangers

• Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers

Sunday 28 April

Take action at Torry Battery
• Rockpooling with RSPB Dolphinwatch

• Guided walk with RSPB local group

• Shorewatch with Whale and Dolphin Conservation

• Infl atable whale roadshow with The Whale Workshop

• Beach clean with Surfers Against Sewage

• Wall art mural reveal with Freshpaint

• Rescue demonstration by British Divers Marine Life Rescue

Four days, four locations
Guest speakers, science, 
family fun and lots more!

rspb.org.uk/dolphinwatch

DolphinFest
25–28 April 2019

Images: front cover by Chris O’Reilly (rspb-images.com); bottlenose dolphin 
by Fiona Emslie; bottlenose dolphin by Ben Andrew. 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: 
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654.  730-1013-18-19

Thank you!

DolphinFest 2019 is generously funded and supported by many 
organisations and individuals. We would like to thank everyone 
for making it possible.

Special thanks to our funders: The National Lottery Heritage 
Fund and ScottishPower Foundation.

Supporters: Aberdeen City Council, Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation, University of Aberdeen Zoology Museum, Beach 
Ballroom, Duthie Park and Winter Gardens.

Participants: Surfers Against Sewage, British Divers Marine 
Life Rescue, Tullos Community Garden, Duthie Park Rangers, 
Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers, Freshpaint, RSPB 
local group, Big Noise Torry.

Speakers: David Lusseau, Izzy Langley, Daryl Short, Peadar 
O’Connell, Katie Dyke, David Nairn, Mel Consentino, Luke 
Rendall, Ross Culloch, Pablo Chevallard and Sarah Gosden. With 
special thanks to our guest speaker Doug Allan.

Special thanks to our wonderful volunteers

Scotland

Dolphinwatch is a project funded by ScottishPower Foundation 
and The National Lottery Heritage Fund and led by RSPB 
Scotland in partnership with Aberdeen City Council and Whale 
and Dolphin Conservation.

Thank you!
DolphinFest is a celebration of the amazing 
marine wildlife we have in Aberdeen, with 
special focus on the bottlenose dolphins.

We aim to raise awareness of the threats 
that marine life is facing and encourage 
people to play their part in protecting it.
DolphinFest is organised by RSPB Scotland and supported 
by partners and individuals from across Scotland.
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Thursday 25 April

Launch at Beach Ballroom 
7.30–9pm
Join us for the launch of DolphinFest 2019* with special guest 
speaker BBC wildlife cameraman and photographer, Doug 
Allan. Join Doug as he celebrates the marine wildlife of this 
special part of Scotland in this bespoke talk.

From the seabird cities on the cliffs, along miles of sandy 
beaches and boulder strewn rocky shores dotted with seals, 
beyond the breakers to the open sea where whales feed in 
the rich waters – the coastline of Aberdeenshire and offshore 
are home to many fascinating and exciting marine animals. 
Among them, the amazing bottlenose dolphins seen regularly 
at Torry Battery.

•  £10.13 per ticket, £7.31 for RSPB members (including 
booking fee) please contact 01224 624824 for information 
on becoming an RSPB member.

Getting here by bus: First bus routes: 13,15

Parking: There is parking along the Beach Boulevard.

Friday 26 April

Science day at University of Aberdeen 
Zoology Building  
9am–9pm
Talks, stalls, interactive activities throughout the day and a 
special film screening.

Zoology close-ups
9am–5pm
Drop-in sessions will be held throughout the day every half hour 
for visitors to get hands-on with some of the museum’s collection. 

Talks and stalls:
Urban dolphins with David Lusseau
12.30–1pm
Aberdeen harbour has been a hub of human maritime activities 
for many decades. Recently, the north-east Scotland population 
of bottlenose dolphins has been spending more and more time 
in the harbour. Why have these dolphins decided to spend time 
here, how do they navigate the complex urban environment of 
Aberdeen and what does it mean for the future?

Harbour seal decline with Izzy Langley
1–1.30pm
The “Harbour Seal Decline Project” investigates the regional 
decline of harbour seals (also called common seals) across 
Scotland, with the aim to get a better understanding of 
population dynamics and the potential drivers of the decline.

Spectacular seabirds of Forvie with Daryl Short
2–2.30pm
A whistlestop tour of Forvie National Nature Reserve’s 

spectacular seabirds, from terns to eiders and more besides.

RSPB’s seabird conservation work: Tackling national  
and international challenges with Peadar O’Connell
2.30–3pm
Seabirds are the world’s fastest declining group of birds.  
This talk will explore some of the biggest threats that  
seabirds face and what the RSPB is doing to protect them.

Citizen science with Katie Dyke
3–3.30pm
Having a whale of time as a whale and dolphin surveyor for WDC 
Shorewatch; understanding the importance of citizen science.

Our Shorewatch volunteers brave all weather to survey 
whales, dolphins and porpoises. Their records are hugely 
important for understanding more about these amazing 
creatures, so we can best protect them.

Award-winning documentary “Chasing Corals” screening
3.45–5.15pm
“Chasing Corals” follows a team of divers, photographers and 
scientists out to photograph the elusive process of coral 
bleaching, a phenomenon happening at an unprecedented rate 
around the world from warming ocean temperatures. The film 
took 3.5 years to make, features 500 hours of underwater 
footage, and submissions from over 30 countries.

Kylie, the solitary dolphin from West Scotland with Mel 
Consentino and David Nairn
5.30–6.15pm
Kylie is a solitary dolphin but she is not entirely alone. She has 
a unique relationship with local harbour porpoises who visit 
and spend time with her. 

The cultural lives of dolphins with Luke Rendall
6.15–7pm
Great strides have been made in recent years in our 
understanding of dolphin behaviour, and one key finding, which 
Luke will introduce, is the extent to which culture – behaviour 
learned from others – plays a central role in dolphin societies.

An overview of the East Coast Marine Mammal Acoustic 
Study (ECOMMAS) with Ross Culloch and Pablo Chevallard 
7.30–8pm
ECOMMAS is an array of 30 hydrophones at 10 locations 
around the east coast of Scotland. Marine Scotland Science 
use these hydrophones to detect cetaceans. This talk will give 
an overview of the project and some of its findings since its 
inception in 2013. 

Weird, wonderful and colourful with Sarah Gosden
8–8.30pm
The North Sea may sometimes look grey from above but there 
is a whole world of colour under the surface. Come on a 
journey under the sea to discover some of the fascinating  
life forms that live just off the coast of Aberdeenshire.

Getting here by bus: First bus routes: 1,1A,2,8,18,19,20,40

Parking: Prior to 4pm there is on-street parking on nearby 
streets. From 4pm parking is available in the main zoology 
building car park.

Saturday 27 April

Family fun day at Duthie Park 
10am–4.30pm
Dolphin Quest Escape Room with The Locked Door*
(Saturday and Sunday)
Can your team solve a variety of puzzles and free the dolphin 
before time runs out? A 30-minute escape game for teams of 
up to seven people.

•  £10.13 per ticket, £7.31 for RSPB members (including 
booking fee) please contact 01224 624824 for information on 
becoming an RSPB member.

Inflatable whale roadshow with The Whale Workshop
Life-sized dolphin models and hands-on activities illustrating 
aspects of their lives, including echolocation activity and their 
beach litter picking challenge…it’s great fun!

Inspiring young speakers featuring:
The Rubbish Club
11.30am
Thomas talks of how his love of sea turtles motivated him to 
start cleaning up litter.

Ullapool Sea Savers
12pm
Ullapool Sea Savers will be talking about the amazing marine 
environment, their local Marine Protected Area and fabulous 
dolphins. They will share their concerns about the threats from 
plastic, dredging and human activities and how they campaign 
and raise awareness to encourage people to help Save our Seas.

Live performance by:
Big Noise Torry’s “Dolphins Orchestra”
1.30–2.30pm
The children of the Big Noise “Dolphins Orchestra” have delved 
deep into their imaginations and they emerge with a musical 
tale complete with live improvised sound effects – they love to 
explore with music so listen out for their big splash!

Activities and games by:
RSPB Dolphinwatch
Put your sporting skills to the test! Can you save Lulu the orca 
from some of the threats she faces in the North Sea?

RSPB Wild Challenge
Take part in a range of outdoor, nature-themed activities. 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation (WDC)
Join WDC to play their “Whale Trail” boardgame and find out 
fun facts about whales and dolphins and the threats they face! 
Come and check out some whale and dolphin bones too!

Surfers Against Sewage
“Sort it out”; where we’ll be learning about recycling in 
Aberdeen City! 

British Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDMLR)
BDMLR is an organisation dedicated to the rescue and 
wellbeing of all marine animals in distress around the UK. Come 
and find out more.

Tullos Community Garden
Come along and find out about the story of the Tullos 
Community Wildlife Garden and Growing space in Torry –  
how it was developed along with local people, how you can  
get involved, and what we will be going on in 2019! 

Duthie Park Rangers
Come along and meet the Duthie Park rangers for some 
environmentally-themed fun and to learn more about the wildlife 
that resides in Duthie Park.

Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers
Come along to the Aberdeen City Council Countryside Rangers 
stand to find out more about the wildlife of Aberdeen’s coast 
and have a go at some games and activities for all ages.

Getting here by bus: First bus routes: 17,17A,18,18A

Parking: Car park 1 off Riverside Drive. Car park 2 off Polmuir Road.

Sunday 28 April

Take action at Torry Battery 
11am–5pm
Join us at Torry Battery to look out for the amazing 
bottlenose dolphins, seals, seabirds and even otters that can 
be seen at this unique location. Join in with fun activities 
throughout the day which help you connect with the 
incredible wildlife in the area and find ways to protect it.

RSPB Dolphinwatch viewing
Join the team to look out for the iconic bottlenose dolphins 
that make Aberdeen City so unique.

Inflatable whale roadshow with The Whale Workshop
Life-sized dolphin models and hands-on activities illustrating 
aspects of their lives, including echolocation activity and out 
beach litter picking challenge… it’s great fun!

Shorewatch with Whale and Dolphin Conservation
Join Katie from WDC to find out how citizen science helps 
protect the local population of bottlenose dolphins. 

Wall Art by Freshpaint
11.30am–12pm 
Inspired by local school children, Freshpaint have designed  
a marine-themed mural for the wall leading up to the Torry 
Battery car park, which will be revealed as the finale to 
DolphinFest 2019. 

Stranding demonstration by British Divers Marine  
Life Rescue (BDMLR)
12–1pm
Scotland is one of the best places to see marine mammals of 
all sizes with up to 30 different species of whale and dolphin 
sharing our waters. But what happens when they strand? In 
this demonstration a team from BDMLR explain what they 
look for at strandings, how they assess healthy animals and 
ultimately get them back in the water. 

Beach clean with Surfers Against Sewage
1–2pm
Sign up to help Surfers Against Sewage clean up the local 
beach and ensure it is safe and clean for ourselves and the 
wildlife that call it home.

Guided walk with RSPB local group
2–3pm 
As well as marine mammals, many birds can be seen 
around Girdleness. Join a guided walk with a local birdwatcher 
to learn about some of the other inhabitants of the area.

Rockpooling with RSPB Dolphinwatch
3.30–4.15pm 
Explore the amazing rockpools of Torry beach and see if you 
can find all the animals calling these small spaces home.

Getting here by bus: First bus routes: 12

Parking: There are three free public car parks around  
Torry Battery.

Thursday to Sunday
Dolphinwatch viewing at Torry Battery 
11am–5pm 
Aberdeen is such a unique city with the opportunity to see 
bottlenose dolphins close-up from a fantastic land-based 
vantage point at Torry Battery. 

Dolphinwatch viewing will run throughout the weekend of 
the festival, providing you with the resources and expertise 
to help you spot the amazing bottlenose dolphins that are 
seen regularly at the mouth of the river Dee leading into 
Aberdeen harbour. We provide binoculars and scopes so 
you can enjoy these amazing animals without disturbing 
them. Dolphinwatch viewing will have a range of activities 
available all weekend, including Dolphinwatch activity 
books, wildlife trail, tombola, facepainting and chalk craft.

Keep up to date on sightings

 @RSPB_NEScotland

 @RSPBNorthEastScotland
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