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Why 100% for nature?
“RSPB Scotland is committed to doing everything it can to make sure our nature 
reserves fulfil their potential to deliver the best for nature and to meet our international 
and domestic legal requirements to improve the status of key species and habitats. 

This is the fundamental background to the EU LIFE 100% for Nature project. However, 
we want to be more ambitious. We know that if we are to address the nature crisis we 
face we need many more landowners in Scotland to also play their part. That’s why a 
further key part of this project concerns sharing best practice that can then be applied 
by other land managers caring for land and our natural heritage across Scotland. 

We accept that we don’t have all of the answers and that is why we really want to 
engage with as many people as possible who have a stake in getting it right for nature 
and listen and learn from their experiences as well. 

We hope the information set out here about the project gives you a sense of what 
can be achieved. At the end you will find information about how you can engage with 
what we are doing. I hope that you will take that opportunity as we know that we are 
stronger when we work together.”

Duncan Orr-Ewing, 
RSPB, Head of Species and Land Management

G
enevieve Leaper (rspb-im

ages.com
)
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Our goals
c Enable favourable condition 

of habitats and species of 
European importance on RSPB 
Scotland reserves

c Implement best-practice and 
novel management solutions

c Encourage practices that can be 
replicated on other land holdings 
with habitats and species of 
European importance

The LIFE project
The 100% for Nature project aims to transform some key 
aspects of the RSPB’s reserves in Scotland and to meet 
legal obligations for nature. The project started in 2019 
and runs until summer 2024.

Thank you to all our funders who have supported this project, including EU LIFE, NatureScot,  
Cairngorms Connect ELP and many others.

C
apercaille (shutterstock.com

)
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Protected areas
Most of the RSPB’s nature reserves 
in Scotland are on designated sites. 
Some of the most valuable sites 
have been carefully selected due 
to their internationally important 
wildlife. Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs) and Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) are collectively 
referred to as European sites and 
form part of the UK sites network. 

We wish to be an exemplar of 
best practice, trialling innovative 
conservation techniques. The aim is 
not only to improve the RSPB’s own 
reserves, but to offer evidence-based 
approaches that other landowners and 
organisations can learn from and use.

Many of the habitats and species 
in protected areas require active 
management. Protected areas are 
vital to conserve biodiversity, but 
are insufficient on their own: they 
must be embedded within the wider 
landscape where action is being taken 
to protect and restore nature.

In Scotland, the effectiveness of 
protected areas is measured by 
looking at the condition of the special 
species, habitats and geological 
features present at the site. When 
they are doing well within the 
protected areas they are said to be in 
“favourable condition”.  There has  
been progress in improving the 
condition of protected areas across 
Scotland, but more must be done to 
ensure that Scotland’s amazing nature 
sites are thriving and in the best 
possible condition.

The 100% for Nature project will 
contribute to that effort, benefiting 
species including choughs, Greenland 
white-fronted geese, Svalbard barnacle 
geese, ringed plovers, and habitats 
including rare sub-arctic willows, fen 
and mire, and Atlantic salt meadows.

 Culbin sands stretches 

along part of the Culbin 

Bar Special Area of 

Conservation.

 RSPB Abernethy nature 

reserve is the RSPB’s  

second-largest reserve and 

has many designations.

R
SPB

R
SPB
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A
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)

 “We are delighted to support this exciting project that seeks to improve 
the condition of protected areas on RSPB reserves through innovative 
conservation techniques. Improving these special nature sites, some of 
the finest in Scotland, can help us to build resilience in the face of the 
twin crises of biodiversity loss and climate change, but they cannot exist 
in isolation. A landscape-scale approach is needed if we are to achieve a 
nature-rich future for Scotland and this will require collaboration across a 
wide range of partners. By trialling new techniques, sharing experiences 
and engaging a wide audience, the EU LIFE 100% for Nature project will 
make an important contribution to that effort for the benefit of nature  
and people.” 

Francesca Osowska,  
NatureScot Chief Executive 

Ringed plovers are one of 

the bird species the project 

will focus on.
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Improving 
protected habitats
Protecting rare  
montane willow
At Abernethy we’re establishing a 
tree nursery to develop seedlings 
and cuttings of the scarce sub-arctic 
willows Salix lapponum and Salix 
myrsinites. These will be planted 
out to augment the existing isolated 
remnant populations around the  
Loch A’an basin.

Herbivore management  
in ancient oak woodland
At Inversnaid, we’re implementing 
a fencing plan to help exclude 
herbivores from key areas until new 
tree growth can establish. We are also 
monitoring herbivore numbers using 
state of the art technology.

Invasive species control 
In the Cromarty Firth SPA, we are 
controlling the invasive cord-grass 
Spartina anglica to restore the estuary 
habitat for waterbirds including  
bar-tailed godwits and curlews.

At Culbin Sands we’re removing 
invasive scrub and trees to restore 
natural dynamism to the dunes and 
benefit a range of species, including 
kidney vetch, seaside centaury, and 
small blue and dingy skipper butterflies.

We’re also removing Rosa rugosa and 
other scrubby plant species from the 
vegetated dunes at Mersehead.

 Invasive cord-grass is 

being controlled in the 

Cromarty Firth SPA.

R
SPB
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Oronsay c

Islay c

c Mersehead

Abernethy c

 
c Loch Lomond

Insh Marshes c

Udale Bay c
c Nigg Bay

c Culbin Sands

Inversnaid c

Tiree c

Kirkconnell c

We are working in 11 
reserves across Scotland, 
from the dune systems 
at Culbin Sands and 
the Solway Firth to the 
ancient oak woodland at 
Inversnaid and machair 
grassland on Tiree.

Loch Lom
ond by B

ecky A
ustin (rspb-im

ages.com
)
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Conservation 
grazing 
Introducing cattle  
and pony herds
At Mersehead, we’re introducing 
cattle grazing managed using invisible 
fencing and GPS collars. This grazing 
will prevent scrub from returning on 
the dunes. We will also be making 
infrastructure improvements to allow 
cattle to graze the saltmarsh to  
benefit the wintering Svalbard 
barnacle goose population. 

Upgrading the access and cattle 
management infrastructure at 
Kirkconnell Merse will help improve 
the viability of grazing on the 
saltmarsh there.

Establishing a herd of Koniks at Insh 
Marshes will help to control the 
spread of reed in the important fen 
and mire habitat, which is home to an 
array of rare plants, insects and birds.

Cattle are grazing an area at 
Abernethy as part of a large-scale 
ground vegetation management trial, 
to improve habitat for capercaillie and 
other biodiversity.

Crofted land management
Investing in electric fencing on  
Tiree enables targeted grazing of  
the machair and dune systems,  
which will in turn benefit Greenland  
white-fronted geese, barnacle geese 
and ringed plovers.

Livestock management  
for choughs
Trialling new sheep handling systems 
on Islay and Oronsay will help to 
minimise the levels of medication in 
sheep on the islands. This will increase 
the populations of dung invertebrates, 
a key food source for choughs.

 Koniks graze on reeds, 

allowing sedges and herbs 

to establish in the fen 

habitat.

R
SPB
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SPB
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 The cattle herd above 

at Abernethy is monitored 

using GPS collars so we 

can track their movements 

in the forest. We will also 

be trialling new grazing 

technology which will 

enable us to create virtual 

fences using an app to pulse 

graze areas more effectively 

without additional physical 

infrastructure.  Cattle will 

wear collars which use 

GPS and motion sensors 

to keep them in the virtual 

enclosure.

 Sheep graze grasslands 

in the SPAs on Islay and 

Oronsay to the optimal 

levels for choughs.

D
avid Kjaer (rspb-im

ages.com
)

R
SPB



10     LIFE 100% FOR NATURE

Vegetation cutting  A low ground-pressure 

tractor can cope with the 

challenging terrain at 

Loch Lomond.

New machinery
A state-of-the-art low-ground-pressure 
tractor will be used at Loch Lomond 
to cut difficult wet ground and rough 
vegetation to increase the availability 
of high-quality habitat for Greenland  
white-fronted geese on harder to 
manage parts of the reserve.

Sam
 D

onaldson

M
ark H

am
blin (rspb-im

ages.com
)
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D
avid Tipling (rspb-im

ages.com
)

Scotland is the only place in the  
UK where capercaillie can be found.  
These birds are quite particular in  
their habitat requirements.

Photo credit (rspb-im
ages.com

)

 At Abernethy we are using 

a remote controlled robotic 

mower in another ground 

vegetation management 

trial to improve habitat for 

capercaillie in the forest.

A
ndrew

 M
ason (rspb-im

ages.com
)
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We will be hosting demonstration events for 
each project, to showcase the techniques we 
are using on our sites as well as hearing about 
best practice from other landowners managing 
protected areas.

If you would like to attend one of our events or want 
to share your experiences of how you have managed 
your land for nature, we would love to hear from you. 

Please contact our Project Manager  
Nicola.scott@rspb.org.uk to find out more. 

To find out more about the project, 
visit our website: 

rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/
projects/100-for-nature/

nature

mailto:Nicola.scott%40rspb.org.uk?subject=
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/projects/100-for-nature/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/projects/100-for-nature/

