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AGM Afternoon Session: A natural climate solution – Q&As 
 

 
Last updated: 17/12/2020 
 

Following the RSPB’s online AGM, these Q&As have been put together to help answer your questions that we did not have time to answer 
during this session.  
 

The full recording is available on our website and can be viewed here.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the responses, please email melanie.coath@rspb.org.uk   

 

A natural climate solution - Q&As  

Question Answer 

Would the RSPB support a ban on portable barbeques 
to reduce the risk of habitat damaging fires? 

Yes, we already limit the use of barbeques on some of our sites to reduce the risk 
of accidental fire.  

Is research being done into food sources for small 
creatures? 

Yes, RSPB has for years been researching the availability of invertebrates, seeds 
other foods as a hypothesis to declines in species. Among several examples, 
includes research into the declines of many of our farmland birds, waders and 
seabird species. Virtually all our research into bird declines is invariably linked to 
sources or lack of food. For other taxa then respective conservation organisations 
will undertake similar research.  
 
Again, on a global scale conservation organisation constantly research food 
sources for small creatures usually to understand the causes of decline.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/agm
mailto:melanie.coath@rspb.org.uk


 
 
 

2 
 

What work is being done to network animal breeders 
and conservationists? 

Zoo’s and conservationists have been working jointly, for decades, across the 
world on breeding programmes for a whole range of threatened species.  
 
Some RSPB examples are with WWT with Cranes, Spoon-billed sandpiper and 
Black-tailed godwit, Pensthorpe and ZSL with corncrakes and Pensthorpe with 
turtle doves.   

should you use horses instead of cattle since horses 
don't produce methane? 

Grazing with domestic stock has an important role in the ‘conservation toolbox’ 
and we employ a variety of hardy domestic species including cattle, ponies, 
sheep, each of which can perform differently depending on the habitat and the job 
we want them to perform. You can read more about some of our work with native 
livestock breeds in Wales, here: 
https://community.rspb.org.uk/getinvolved/wales/b/wales-blog/posts/a-helping-
hand-from-our-native-breeds 
 
In the case of cattle, whilst cattle are a source of methane, our reserve 
management emissions are usually more than offset by net carbon uptake. When 
we developed a Natural Capital Account for our reserve network in England, for 
example, we found an overall net climate cooling effect, including factoring in 
emissions from livestock, machinery and vehicles used in their management.  
 
Conservation grazing can also help provide a sustainable source of meat. We 
think more extensive approaches to production have an important role in 
responding to the challenges facing climate and nature, for example through lower 
stocking densities and less reliance on imports which are linked to deforestation, 
like soya-based feedstocks.  
 

please comment on Mhoine peninsular in Sutherland 
and proposed Spaceport 

In February 2020 a planning application was submitted by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) to The Highland Council for a vertical launch spaceport on the 
Mhoine peninsular.  
RSPB Scotland objected to the application. On 26 June 2020 the North Planning 
Applications Committee of The Highland Council unanimously decided to grant 
permission for the development, subject to a number of conditions.  Scottish 
Ministers were notified of the decision (as was required by a specific direction) 

https://community.rspb.org.uk/getinvolved/wales/b/wales-blog/posts/a-helping-hand-from-our-native-breeds
https://community.rspb.org.uk/getinvolved/wales/b/wales-blog/posts/a-helping-hand-from-our-native-breeds
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and decided not to call in the application. The permission was issued by Highland 
Council in August 2020. 
 
RSPB Scotland is very aware that the proposed spaceport is a novel development 
for Scotland, and indeed the UK. We recognise that it would have the potential to 
create jobs in this remote part of Sutherland and we did not object without very 
careful consideration of the application and EIA. The area proposed for the 
Sutherland Space Hub is extremely important for wildlife and hosts several 
protected species that are sensitive to human disturbance. The development is 
very close to and would affect a number of sites which are designated for their 
international and national importance for wildlife. The Caithness and Sutherland 
Peatlands SPA, SAC and Ramsar site, Ben Hutig Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and A’ Mhòine SSSI. 
 
The site is within the Flow Country, a vast expanse of blanket bog in the North of 
Scotland. Blanket bog is a rare type of peatland which forms only in cool places 
with plenty of rain and covers the landscape like a blanket. It is listed on Annex 1 
of the Habitats Directive. The Flow Country’s blanket bogs store huge amounts of 
carbon and it is crucial to keep it in a healthy condition to help mitigate climate 
change. 
 
The proposal is to build a facility to launch satellites into orbit and includes a new 
road across the peatland, a launch operations control centre building, a launch 
pad and other infrastructure. RSPB Scotland objected to the application as we 
believe it was not demonstrated that the development would not adversely affect 
the Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands Special Protection Area (which is a 
protected area for internationally important populations of birds) and Caithness 
and Sutherland Peatlands Special Area of Conservation (which is protected for its 
amazing peatland habitat.  
 
We are especially concerned that there are a number of unknown impacts from 
the proposal and much of the mitigation the applicant has said they will carry out 
to offset the negative impacts of the development have not been detailed or 
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secured. As well as the actual launch activities, a large number of visitors are 
expected to be attracted to the area to view launches. This increase in people, 
and the measures needed to make sure they stay a safe distance from the launch 
site, are likely to be very damaging to this sensitive area and its wildlife. 
 
Now that the application has been approved, we will be working to try and ensure 
the best outcome for nature in the circumstances. We have accepted an invitation 
to be part of the Committee Liaison Group (a group which is required to be set up 
as a condition of the consent). We hope to work with others in the group to offer 
our knowledge and expertise to try and ensure that the mitigation committed to by 
the development is delivered and negative impacts are minimised.  
 

How will the RSPB reduce its support for long-distance 
flying, e.g. the many wildlife tourism ads in Nature's 
Home? 

Air travel does have an impact on climate change, but at the same time we have 
to weigh up the benefits of ecotourism and wildlife tourism and how that funds and 
draws attention to some really serious conservation issues around the world. 
Coronavirus has exacerbated this dilemma in terms of the lack of flying and how 
that’s made a positive contribution to climate change, but at the same time it’s 
really highlighted the importance of good ecotourism and wildlife tourism in some 
places around the world, and that actually funding has really dried up for really 
good projects.  Some organisations are really struggling financially, at the same 
time the quietening down of sites has also meant that things like illegal poaching 
have actually increased in those conservation sites, as well as the creeping in of 
unstainable practices around agriculture.  
 
We are working through what our eco-tourism policy is, and we are talking to our 
advertisers in Natures Home about what their practices are and how they can be 
as sustainable as they can be, and how we can talk to our members and 
supporters about how we all reduce our carbon footprint. So between our own 
actions, talking with our advertisers and working with partners in those eco-
tourism sites, as well as talking with our members and supporters about how we 
can all play our part, that’s where we feel we can help resolve this dilemma.   

Does RSPB have a view on "net zero" e.g. countries or 
organisations who state that they will be "net zero by 

Yes, it's important to be able to quantify greenhouse gas emissions to be able to 
move to Net Zero and carbon neutral outcomes.  
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2030 or 2040 or whenever"? It's been suggested that 
"net zero" may mean that they'll emit carbon now but 
then absorb it in some way by 2030 (or whatever year). 
The absorption may be dependent on a carbon capture 
and storage (CCS) tech, which is currently not proven 
at sufficient scale and/or would mean even more 
environmental or social problems. 
 
In the AGM, "net zero" and "carbon neutral" terms were 
used - does the RSPB take account, in a net zero 
statement by the UK and certain companies, of how 
much is assumed to be first released and how much 
would therefore need to be absorbed in some way in 
the future? 

 

What would upland moorlands currently burned for 
grouse shooting management look like without this 
intervention? 

Upland peat areas should be wet, boggy places with carpets of sphagnum 
mosses, some cotton grass and a range of blanket bog wildlife including bog 
asphodel, bog myrtle.  A network of pools across the bog would provide home to 
dragon flies and damselflies, and a range of insect such as craneflies which are 
important food sources for birds such as golden plovers and dunlins.   

What discussions have you had with major 
nurseries/garden centre chains regarding sales of peat 
free composts rather than the predominant sales of 
composts containing peat? 

We've been talking to the big garden centre chain stores such as B&Q, 
Homebase etc for many years and have helped B&Q in particular take a leading 
role in peat reduction. Less so more recently as our work priorities have changes 
and we've expected the industry to meet the requirements of Defra's peat 
replacement targets - which clearly have not been met, and so we have re-
engaged with this over the last couple of years. 

Will there be rangers on site to survey the peatlands? 
They are beautiful but can be remote. 

Surveying of peatlands is a difficult task and our information is now out of date: we 
are urging Defra and Natural England to complete a new survey, which would 
include both on the ground visits and remote sensing.  

If the vast areas of cultivated lowland peat soils is 
rewetted, how much productive land will be lost? These 
areas contribute significantly to UK production of food 
stuffs. 

We don't have up to date statistics on the peat areas that might be lost to food 
production - we are urging Defra to update this information. This is an important 
point yet not an over-riding one: salads, a key crops of peat soils,  can be grown 
in special facilities that are much more efficient, and cropland will become 
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available from livestock farming that needs to change with the demand for less 
meat to meet climate mitigation goals.  

What are the new edible crops that will grow on wetter 
peaty soils? 

Cattail, a perennial grass, water cress, water pepper, bilberry, cloudberry, celery 
are some of the crops that can be grown for food on wet peat soils and others, 
such as a variety of reed crops, can be used as animal fodder.  

Why particularly England? (Coastal schemes) Managed realignment schemes have been delivered mainly in England due to the 
far higher rates of coastal habitat loss to date and the projected loss into the 
future. You can find out more information in our Sustainable Shores project report:  
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/projects/sustainable-shores/.  

Any chance of doing something in the Wash, to protect 
against rising sea levels? 
 

You may have visited our RSPB Titchwell Marsh reserve where we delivered the 
Titchwell Coastal Change Project to help protect the reserve from the impacts of 
coastal change, sea level rise, and storm surges. Here, the sea defences to the 
north and sea walls around parts of the reserve in the east and west were 
realigned to create and restore habitat for wildlife, including important breeding 
species such as avocets, black-headed gulls, wintering wildfowl and wading birds, 
and provide benefits for the local community. 

Are the RSPB working with other NGOs to press for the 
banning of burning on peat moorlands?  What is their 
position on moorland which does not form part of a 
reserve? 

Yes, the RPB is working both on our own and with other organisations to end 
vegetation burning on upland peat soils. We've been disappointed and frustrated 
by the poor progress towards a voluntary end to burning and are now pressing for 
legislation to end this damaging practice. Greenhouse gas emissions arise from 
all degraded peatlands and so this should not be restricted to protected areas - 
we need all our upland peatlands to be restored to healthy wet bog conditions.  

If one gives a legacy in a will to the RSPB is it possible 
to suggest a way it might be used? For any specific 
forms of land management wherever it might be, inland, 
coastal, woodland etc? 

Yes, people can restrict how their gift is spent (although we would ideally like this 
not to happen). 
 
If this person would like to add restrictions, we would suggest this is made to be 
very broad e.g. sea bird protection as this gives us a number of ways we can use 
the money – land, protection, education etc.  
 
Land management is great as long as it’s not tied to land management at the 
Lodge for instance – If we should ever sell the Lodge, we would not be able to use 
their gift for any other purpose. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/projects/sustainable-shores/
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How much sea level rise will the managed re-alignment 
schemes cope with? How far into the future do the 
plans go? 

Each of the managed realignment schemes are designed differently depending on 
the landscape, ecology, and community context. As an example, the highest 
areas at the Wallasea Island Nature Reserve have been designed and formed so 
that they are approximately one metre above the current Highest Astronomical 
Tide. This allows for areas of habitat for wildlife once seas have risen a metre 
above their current levels (depending on other factors, such as coastal erosion), 
with the sea walls behind the developing saltmarsh built to an even higher 
standard, providing protection into the future. 

Does the Revive Our World campaign have a web site? The page can be found here: 
https://e-activist.com/page/67273/-/1  

Are you supporting the natural restoration of woodland, 
by reducing grazing and fencing out sheep, to allow 
nature to restore itself naturally rather than just tree 
planting? 

Yes, on some of our sites, we are looking to increase woodland cover by 
encouraging natural regeneration of priority tree species such as native pine 
trees.  

Which organisations are prime RSPB partners for its 
nature-based solutions work and which, if any 
commercial organisations involved? 

We are working closely with other environment NGOs (non-governmental 
organisations) and corporate partners such as water companies.  

What are the most effective actions we as individuals, 
as taxpayers, as voters, can take? Petitions don't seem 
to make much difference, and they're easy for the gov't 
to pay lip service to.  

Two things! We can demand a better deal for nature from government and elected 
representatives. We can also make changes to the way we live our lives – 
reducing our carbon footprint, including making some changes to how we travel 
and what we eat. 

When will we see a cafe and shop for Wallasea island? We are seeing more and more visitors to the Wallasea reserve so it is something 
that could be looked into for the future. However, the economics of cafes and 
shops have to be carefully considered before anything like this is done.    
 
It currently isn’t in the plans to go straight to those options. First, we would test the 
waters by having a reception hide which would provide basic amenities like a toilet 
(which we do not have yet) and then a coffee machine and biscuits or something 
of a similar nature such like what we have at Frampton Marsh.  
 

Saltmarshes, blanket bog and forests are a long way 
from here--indeed most of lowland England was blank 

There are plenty of wonderful opportunities to green the farming sector. We have 
links with the Nature Friendly Farming Network who work specifically in this area, 
and we work closely with farmers to demonstrate how farming can be done 

https://e-activist.com/page/67273/-/1
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on the maps. How do we "green" urbanisation or 
intensive farming? 

alongside nature and for the climate. Ensuring that farming is carried out 
alongside nature is important for pollinators, wildflowers and a vast array of 
wildlife.   
 
Greening urbanisation can be tackled through both the planning system, and 
through adaptation methods like planting trees in city centres, creating community 
green spaces, urban farms and growing habitat appropriate local wildflowers for a 
start.  
 

Rewetting upland blanket peat has a high failure rate. 
Does he know why this is? 

Blanket bog restoration should be relatively straightforward and successful: the 
RSPB at Dove Stone shows how sphagnum mosses and breeding wading bird 
numbers have increased just a few years after restoration. The bog needs to be 
kept wet, so it's important to maintain dams in drains. 

Nature based solutions runs off the tongue easily What 
are these? do you have a key list of principles? and can 
you give us a reference?  

Thanks for this question, yes the principles I mentioned for ensuring nature based 
solutions are done well are elaborated here: https://nbsguidelines.info/ - we 
helped in the development of these principles. Nature-based solutions can be 
simply defined as the role that nature plays in helping us tackle some of the 
challenge’s humanity faces - social, economic or environmental. 

I am a District Councillor with South Lakeland District 
Council, the first Council to declare a climate 
emergency. However, I wish to ask if the RSPB have 
commented or are going to comment on the 
Governments White Paper on Planning, which is 
lacking in substance of environmental impact and 
biodiversity. 

The RSPB has responded to the Government’s consultation on its Planning White 
Paper ‘Planning for the Future’. We do not think that the Government’s proposals 
for the planning system in England are fit for the nature & climate emergencies we 
face. The proposals need to move on from the ill-informed proposition that 
environmental protections are the cause of delays as evidence shows that 
environmental regulation is not the cause of low rates of new housing 
construction. Significant changes are also needed to improve the planning 
system’s contribution to nature’s recovery, and we will continue to work hard with 
the Government and other stakeholders to seek to bring them about 

How can street trees help and are there particular 
species that would be good to plant? 
 

A good point to raise- bringing nature back into the urban environment has never 
been more important. Urban trees and green space have a vital role to play in 
meeting a number of challenges, for climate, biodiversity and a green recovery 
from the covid crisis. As for other environments, use of native trees and providing 
a diversity of trees, shrubs and other habitats in the urban environment will help 
deliver benefits for a wide range of wildlife.  

https://nbsguidelines.info/
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We also publish advice for those looking to plant wildlife-friendly trees in their 
gardens, which you can read more about here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-
wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/plants-for-wildlife/garden-trees/best-trees/ 

What projects to alleviate climate change does the 
RSPB have planned in the midland region of England? 

Awaiting response  

Not covered by the speakers but is the RSBP involved 
in the development of wind farms, especially if they are 
along migration routes? 

The RSPB does comment on applications for windfarms. Whether we decide to 
engage in proposals depends on the likely impacts on birds, protected wildlife 
sites, our own reserves and whether it would have significant policy implications. 
RSPB Scotland is supportive of renewable energy generation and the move away 
from a reliance on fossil fuels to address climate change. However, windfarms 
must be located carefully to ensure that the protected site and species of high 
conservation concern are avoided. We consider a range of impacts on birds 
including collision risk, disturbance/displacement and barrier effects. We have 
objected to a number of windfarms though we do try and work with the developers 
to reduce the impacts of the development wherever possible. Sometimes we are 
able to influence the design and number of turbines proposed to lesson 
environmental impacts, sometimes we have worked with developers to improve 
mitigation. Occasionally we are involved in public inquiries when we have 
opposed wind farms such as Strathy South, (which was granted in 2018). This is 
an expensive process which requires a lot of staff time. If you would like to know 
more about the cases we get involved in, please visit our casework pages.  
 

Best ways of helping the environment in our back 
gardens.  Are there 2 or 3 things we can all do that will 
help? 

Use peat free composts; have some native planting with pollen sources and 
wilder, messy areas; and have a garden pond, even a small one.  

Is the RSPB lending its weight against the threat of the 
proposed theme park development at Swanscombe 
Marshes in Kent and the re-emerged threat of a 
proposed golf course at Coul Links? How much can we 
do/what needs to be done to protect these marginal 
coastland habitats? 

RSPB Scotland continues to engage with the new proposals for a golf course at 
Coul Links in Sutherland. We wrote to the Highland Council in relation to the 
recent Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening opinion request and we 
have made it clear that we would oppose any development which would damage 
the designated sites. 
 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/plants-for-wildlife/garden-trees/best-trees/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/plants-for-wildlife/garden-trees/best-trees/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/casework/open/
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As well as engaging in such planning applications, RSPB also works to ensure 
development plans contain strong planning policies to protect coastal regions from 
inappropriate development and we also try to ensure that our statutory agencies 
provide the resources to maintain a network of designated sites along our coast 
which are in favourable condition. Engaging as a member of the public in both 
planning applications and development plans can help to protect these sites. 
 

Recycling centres often make their own compost from 
our green waste, but accessing it is hard work, i.e. take 
your own spade, for instance. Could there be 
encouragement for the to sell it more feasibly? 

We'd like to see more municipal green waste used in commercial retail peat-free 
composts. This is currently hampered by costs, particularly transport, and the lack 
of a rigorous quality standard for green compost.  

Have any companies funded large scale RSPB nature-
based climate solutions? 

Nature based solutions are at the heart of our climate change alleviation work. 
Most of what we do, planting the right tree in the right place, restoring peatlands 
and establishing and restoring saltmarsh is our bread and butter. These are 
nature-based solutions that keep carbon locked in the ground, protect and 
promote rich biodiversity and benefit our local communities. 

Obviously we are considering UK peatlands, but is 
there any international work being done on this 
account? 

We have done some work through our BirdLife partners on peat replacement, 
particularly with NABU in Germany; and Olly Watts has also helped make 
progress on peat reduction in Norway.   
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We had a number of similar questions, so have grouped these together in the below table with one collective answer for all. 

Question Topic Answer 

Q1 
which areas are red and which green - please explain 
graphic? 
 

Green areas were nature-rich only, red areas were nature 
and carbon rich that are inside of protected areas 
 

Q2 
What is the colour coding for theses maps? 
 

Q3 
Maps of the UK- what’s the significance of the red and 
green areas? 
 

Question Topic   Answer  

Q1 
What are the actual wetland crops? 
 

Around 80 wetland crops have been identified with 
commercial potential in Britain, including cattail, water cress, 
bilberry and cloudberry as food crops and others for 
medicines, biomass and sphagnum farming to replace peat in 
gardening.  
 
I'm not exactly sure which one is in my photograph - it was 
taken immediately before lockdown  
 

Q2 
what is the wetland crop shown? 
 

Q3  
What are the peat plants shown? 

Question Topic   Answer  

Q1  
Are you collaborating with the woodland trust at all? 
They seem to be saying very similar things - I am a 
member of RSPB and the WT. 

A great point to raise- collaboration and partnerships are a 
big part of what we do. There was a lot to pack into the day, 
hence only a couple of collaborations I mentioned in the talk 
– our work with United Utilities at Haweswater, and the 
Cairngorms Connect partnership with NatureScot (formerly Q2  
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What cooperation has RSPB established with other 
likeminded groups to share the planning and cost of 
these ambitious schemes? 

Scottish Natural Heritage), Forest and Land Scotland and 
Wildland Ltd.  
 
We also regularly work with the Woodland Trust and other 
fellow NGOs (non-governmental organisations) in the 
conservation sector, including through the Wildlife and 
Countryside LINK organisations across the UK. This has 
included working to build shared principles for the delivery of 
tree targets and we also work closely with LINK members on 
a host of other issues. 
 
Partnerships help us to do more to save nature by working 
together. You can read more about some of our partnerships, 
here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/how-
the-rspb-is-run/annual-review/nature-
conservation/partnerships-were-better-together/ 
 

Q3  
Do you link up with the Woodland Trust? 

Question Topic   Answer  

Q1  
Is there anything that can be done to lessen the impact 
on native woodland of HS2? 

We recognise lots of our members and the wider public are 
concerned about this issue. We think it’s vital that major 
infrastructure is developed in harmony with nature and we 
think it’s possible to do so. We work hard to make sure that 
nature and communities’ benefit from new schemes and 
long-term damage is avoided.  
  
Earlier this year we wrote to the Department for Transport to 
make clear our concerns about the scheme. You can read 
more details about our work on HS2 here: 
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/rspb-
england/posts/rspb-england-calls-to-put-the-brakes-on-hs2 
 

Q2 
It is heart breaking to see the destruction HS2 is doing. 
The powers that seem to be under the impression that 
an ancient woodland can be replaced by planting new 
trees! Any thoughts on that piece of nonsense? 

Q3  
Has RSPB given up on the HS2 horror? Just wanted to 
know if you have resources to save the ancient 
woodlands still standing? 

Q4  
How can the destruction of ancient woodland in the 
path of HS2 be stopped? 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/how-the-rspb-is-run/annual-review/nature-conservation/partnerships-were-better-together/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/how-the-rspb-is-run/annual-review/nature-conservation/partnerships-were-better-together/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/how-the-rspb-is-run/annual-review/nature-conservation/partnerships-were-better-together/
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/rspb-england/posts/rspb-england-calls-to-put-the-brakes-on-hs2
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/rspb-england/posts/rspb-england-calls-to-put-the-brakes-on-hs2
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Question Topic   Answer  

Q1  
Will there be open glades for deer? 

It seems these questions could all relate to the Cairngorms 
Connect project featured in the presentation, which includes 
RSPB Abernethy. The project partnership between RSPB, 
NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage), Forest and 
Land Scotland and Wildland Ltd, is helping a vast array of 
species – as mentioned in the talk, over 5000 recorded to 
date, around a 20% of which are nationally rare or scarce. 
For example, forests in the project area were home to half of 
Scotland’s ‘lekking’ (displaying males) capercaillie population 
recorded in 2016, and the project area hosts many other 
examples of special wildlife including eagles, wildcats, pine 
martens, ospreys, black grouse, and rare fungi and plants 
like the rare tooth fungi and the twinflower. Monitoring wildlife 
and the outcomes of management work are important 
aspects which will make habitats even better for wildlife and 
help the partnership and others learn from our work.  
 
Deer populations are often an important factor for the 
condition of woodland habitats and the variety of wildlife they 
can support, including at Abernethy. In sustainable numbers, 
deer populations can play a valuable role in ecosystems as 
the only large wild herbivores, but with no natural predators in 
the UK, there is also increasing concern that populations 
have reached unsustainable levels in some places. This can 
result in damage to habitats like woodlands and blanket bog 
and deer management can be vital to allow these habitats to 
recover. A collaborative approach to deer management is an 
important factor and an aspect of the Cairngorms Connect 
project, for example.  
 
You can read more about the Cairngorms Connect project 
here: http://cairngormsconnect.org.uk/  

Q2  
What is the RSPBs recommended approach to Forest 
management and the damage that unpredicted Deer 
are doing to our future trees? 

Q3  
Neil mentioned planting new section of forest at 
Abernethy which we’ve visited. Might this encourage 
the capercaillie to return and flourish? Understand their 
numbers have fallen in recent years. 

http://cairngormsconnect.org.uk/
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Question Topic Answer 

Q1 
Is the RSPB bringing beavers into its reserves to help 
manage waterways? 

The RSPB supports the re-establishment of beavers across 
their former range in Britain, from both an ecological and 
socio-economic perspective. We endorse their reintroduction 
through well planned and licensed releases. We are working 
with other organisations and communities to assess the 
suitability of various reserves and river catchments to support 
beavers.  
 
The RSPB would like to see them across their entire native 
range in Scotland, England and Wales. As an 'All Nature 
Priority Species', identified as part of the Saving Nature 
Strategy 'World Richer in Nature' programme, and a flagship 
for mammal reintroduction, we've developed a plan of work to 
support their return. As part of this, we'll continue to explore 
the potential of some of our reserves for future beaver 
translocation projects. You can find more information on the 
RSPB's position on beaver reintroduction in the UK here: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-
casework/our-positions/species/beaver-reintroduction-in-the-
uk/  

Q2  
Will the RSPB introduce beavers to all reserves with 
suitable habitats? 

Q3  
Does the RSPB see a reintroduction of native species 
such as beavers as part of the Nature Based Solution 
to water management problems? 

Question Topic Answer 

Q1  
What access do you have to the government? 
 

Yes, the RSPB works with all levels of Government across 
the UK, both local and national, to achieve our nature 
conservation objectives. 

Q2  
Does the RSPB work with other agencies in putting 
pressure on both local and national government? 
 

Q3 
 

Question Topic Answer 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/our-positions/species/beaver-reintroduction-in-the-uk/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/our-positions/species/beaver-reintroduction-in-the-uk/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/our-positions/species/beaver-reintroduction-in-the-uk/
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Q1 
Garden centres still selling peat and using peat 
compost as a growing medium - madness. Are we 
getting anywhere with making this illegal or at least 
stopping it through campaigning? 

Following pressure from the RSPB and others, Government 
did introduce in 2011 a target that selling bagged peat in 
garden centres should end in 2020. However, the voluntary 
approach to this target has failed and we are now pressing 
for a legislative end to the use of peat in gardening and to 
make the change to sell environmentally responsible 
products. Defra has also set a target for growers to end the 
use of peat by 2030. 
 
The RSPB has worked to raise awareness of peat in 
composts for many years. It has proved a difficult issue for 
the general public to understand - most do not know that 
multi-purpose composts are peat based. We are also slowly 
making progress with garden centres and there seems to be 
greater awareness now than just a few years ago.  
 
There are a few things you can do, such as telling your local 
garden centres that you are surprised and disappointed that 
they are still selling peat. Also writing to your MP and 
spreading the word on social media.  
 
 

Q2 
Why is my garden centre still selling peat? - it should be 
banned! 

Q3 
What can we do to help on peat free in retail? 

Q4  
I think the main problem of using peat is a lack of 
understanding of the population about peat use. More 
should be done in all garden centres. Would the RSPB 
think of contacting them to get them to put up placards 
or something to inform the public and just refuse to 
provide peat-based compost. I do my own compost and 
have no problem with crops! 

Q5 
I have been peat free for a very long time as well but I 
do know growers who use Irish peat and peat from the 
artic. Can this be controlled? 
 

Q6 
Are the garden centres cooperating with regard to peat 
free compost? 

 

 


