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AGM Morning: Q&As 
 

 
Last updated: 17/12/2020 
 

Following the RSPB’s online AGM, these Q&As have been put together to help answer your questions that we did not have time to answer 
during this session.  
 

The full recording is available on our website and can be viewed here.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the responses, please email AGM@rspb.org.uk  

 

RSPB’s AGM Q&As  

Topic Question Answer 

Agriculture Bill  On Monday, the new Agriculture Bill will be 
voted on in the Commons, including 
amendments from the Lords to try to 
enshrine high animal welfare and 
environmental standards in law for any new 
trade deals.  Liz Truss says in the news 
today that Government will once again 
reject these safeguards. What has the 
RSPB being doing to persuade MPs and 
Ministers to back these critical 
amendments? 

Thank you for this question on this crucial issue. 
The RSPB has been working hard in support of 
amendments to enshrine high animal welfare 
and environmental standards in law. We do this 
through a combination of policy development in 
coalition with other charities and partners (such 
as National Trust, the Wildlife Trust, Greener 
UK, the Sustain Alliance for Food and Farming 
and in this case the farming unions where there 
is common cause) to help shape text of 
amendments.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/events-dates-and-inspiration/events/agm/
mailto:AGM@rspb.org.uk
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We then work closely with sympathetic MPS to 
table these and provide briefings for other MPs 
and their staff to build support. With a strong 
government majority this has been difficult but 
there has been a number of MPs who have 
defied the whip. Much of this work takes place 
out of sight but we have also promoted 
campaigns to further build support for these 
important amendments and used social media 
to highlight the issue e.g. 
https://twitter.com/RSPBEngland/status/131592
8223209992193?s=20 .  
 
There has been some success in recent days 
with the government agreeing to put the Trade 
and Agriculture Commission on a Statutory 
footing, but we consider it requires further 
strengthening in order to address environmental 
impact effectively and indeed will continue to 
argue that the standards should be enshrined in 
law.   

AGM I see earlier it was reported just under 
1,000 people were attending the Zoom call. 
Given there are more than 1 million 
members, is there an upper limit set on the 
call or were as many people who wanted to 
attend able to attend? 
 

Every member of the RSPB can attend our 
AGM and we are keen to have as many of you 
attend (virtually) as possible. Our members are 
a diverse group of people with different interests 
and reasons for supporting us and while some 
choose to join us, others prefer to get involved 
in other ways, attend different events, or just 
quietly support and cheer us on from the side-
lines.  
 

https://twitter.com/RSPBEngland/status/1315928223209992193?s=20
https://twitter.com/RSPBEngland/status/1315928223209992193?s=20
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We were delighted that 1,000 of you gave up 
your Saturday to join us by Zoom and we hope 
you enjoyed it as much as we did. 

Bird crime  Apologies - please note this question is 
linked to my statement on the 
Lammermuir's. Do you consider the RSPB 
is sufficiently vociferous in demanding the 
practice of mass destruction of wildlife via 
'snap traps' is made illegal? 
 

The RSPB Investigations team is very familiar 
with the grouse moors of the Lammermuir Hills. 
We recognise your concern about bycatch in 
spring traps deployed on these moors and 
elsewhere, and you can be assured that we 
work closely with the Police and Scottish SPCA 
to investigate cases where traps are misused or 
abused.  
 
Additionally, we continue to engage in 
discussions with Scottish Government, Nature 
Scotland (formerly SNH) and other agencies to 
ensure that the wider impacts of these and other 
types of trap are minimised. We have secured 
significant changes to legislation governing the 
use of crow traps and continue to press for 
further improvements in Scotland and elsewhere 
in the UK. 

Bird crime  Whilst the RSPB 200-year project in the 
Cairngorms is laudable, in the light of the 
daily criminality (e.g., that documented by 
the Raptor Persecution UK), that pervades 
the management of Grouse moors across 
the UK, is it not time now to join forces with 
all like-minded opponents to such 
outrageous behaviour and unite with the 
goal of ending it! (And persuading 
organisations like the National Trust to 
change their policies) Hunt Saboteurs and 

The RSPB is at the forefront of the campaign to 
reform the way our uplands are managed, 
particularly to address the climate and 
biodiversity emergencies. Many of the wildlife 
crimes highlighted by Raptor Persecution UK 
and others were uncovered by our 
Investigations team, and we work closely with a 
host of other organisations, including those you 
mention, as well as the UK and devolved 
governments, in working towards our long-term 
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Extinction Rebellion, the League against 
Cruel Sports, Lawyers for Nature, Friends 
of the Earth, Wilder Britain, RoyDennis.org, 
WildJustice.org, along with Channel 4 (who 
have been supportive of this issue in the 
past)  IF UNITED, could make an 
unignorable, national impact through getting 
thousands of individuals across the UK to 
demonstrate by united trespass and 
disruption to next years' grouse shooting 
season, and ultimately ...to save our 
wildlife. The Moors the Merrier! 

goal of legal, sustainable management of our 
uplands, including grouse moors. 
 

Board Are management plans available to look at?  Most reserve management plans are available 
or have public summaries. Some older plans 
may still contain sensitive / private information 
and can't be shared.  The best option is to ask 
the relevant site manager if the plan for that 
particular reserve is available. 

Campaigning  I think a key part of our future work should 
be to keep the pressure on local authorities, 
national government and policymakers 
generally to ensure that climate change 
mitigation, flood management and 
wildlife/habitat protection are thought about 
and acted on in concert. So, my question is 
how can we, as members, work within the 
aims/objectives of the RSPB to encourage 
and promote this thinking/action in the 
areas we live in? My own council has 
general intentions but no specific plans as 
yet. 

Awaiting response 
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Campaigning  What is the best course of action if I 
suspect adverse construction or 
development would lead to a permanent 
loss of habitat? Is it possible to get RSPB 
support? 

In an ideal world, RSPB would like to be able to 
get involved in every case that puts at risk the 
local wildlife sites that are important to you, but 
it just wouldn't be practical. Instead, we must 
focus our resources on protecting the most 
important sites across the whole country. 
   
 This doesn’t rule out our direct involvement in 
local issues – but we must pick the cases we 
are involved in carefully in order to remain 
effective. We do take on cases where the 
precedent they could set has implications for 
other sites. Our campaign to save the 
nightingales at Lodge Hill in north Kent is a good 
example where proposals to construct 5,000 
houses threatened a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest. This case has the potential to test the 
Government’s National Planning Policy 
Framework in England, giving it extra 
significance. 
  
People don't always need our help. Many make 
a huge difference if they take action themselves. 
After all, they have the local knowledge that can 
influence a development at an early stage, 
perhaps preventing a harmful development, or 
enhancing a proposal's value to wildlife. 
  
To help you make the most of your voice, we're 
working on a new strategy, which will empower 
people to protect nature in the UK even where 
the RSPB can’t be directly involved. As part of 
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that we will update our Local Planning Pack 
which will give you the power to influence local 
decisions and protect the wildlife that is 
important to you. Our huge number of 
supporters is our strength - when you put your 
weight behind us, government and decision 
makers listen. This resource is our thanks to you 
for that support. 

Carbon emissions I understand that China have made a 
pledge to reduce CO2 levels over the 
coming years, yet USA have walked away 
from the table, and yet over the present 
pandemic we have seen dramatic drops in 
CO2 levels. Can we use this as a tool to 
pressure the USA back to the table and 
participate in Climate change talks? 

Joe Biden is supporting net zero by 2050 and 
has pledged to re-join the global Paris 
Agreement at the start of his Presidency, as well 
as to hold a world climate summit in the first 100 
days of his Presidency. 
 
We are pressing for a green recovery from the 
pandemic, which is an opportunity to set us on a 
path towards lower greenhouse gas emissions 
and more sustainable lives. 

Carbon Emissions So, we should be campaigning for "real 
zero" not net zero 

Net Zero is the term now entrenched in 
legislation, policy and the mindsets of a large 
and growing number of people, extending well 
beyond the UK and across the world. So as 
regards wording, this is what we really have to 
work with. Nonetheless we agree with concerns 
about the shortcomings of technological fixes 
that do not deliver yet, and of some carbon 
offsetting schemes that do not offer real world 
carbon removal. Yet there will always be 
emissions that we cannot eliminate and so we 
do need effective ways of atmospheric carbon 
removal, for which the natural world offers 
proven ways to do this, through plants locking 
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up carbon and storing it in the soil and 
vegetation. This is providing new interest in 
nature as a solution to the climate problem, with 
some benefits such the new £640 million 
Climate and Nature Fund.   
 
We are working hard to make sure that this 
serves both climate and nature simultaneously – 
for example by ensuring that rather than funding 
commercial forestry with no nature value, it is 
used to produce the right trees in the right ways 
in the right places. And again, agreeing with 
you, it is absolutely imperative that emissions 
are cut at source, and that carbon offset 
schemes are not used as an excuse for 
continuing greenhouse pollution business as 
usual. We have our own plan for this, aiming to 
be Net Zero by 2045, and meeting our 2010 to 
2020 carbon reduction target two years early.  
And we will not be counting the carbon capture 
of our conservation programme as a carbon 
offset. 

Carbon Emissions  This is my first AGM, as I was never able to 
make the physical event so there are some 
benefits from the current situation. I'm so 
happy to hear the drive and urgency of the 
green agenda and push for reduction in 
meat options. Could the RSPB website 
potentially have a section to support this 
message by providing information/links to 
help the public take positive steps? 

Glad to hear that you’ve been able to join our 
AGM and your keen support for the green 
agenda. We are always looking to improve the 
way in which we communicate via our website. 
Although we have previously included tips on 
how to eat in a more nature friendly way and 
links through to the Eating Better coalition who 
we work closely with we appreciate they have 
been hard to find! We are currently redeveloping 
the website so in the new year you should it 
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much easier to find information on positive steps 
people can take. 

Coul Links  The RSPB played a key role in the Coul 
Links Conservation Alliance. The need for a 
public enquiry was the result of ineffective 
environmental protection and a poor 
planning process. This resulted in an 
outrageous waste of valuable charity 
resources that could have been put to far 
better use. Will the RSPB build on the Coul 
Links success and work with other charities 
to strengthen environmental protection and 
improve the planning process? 

We are continuing to work with the Conservation 
Coalition on Coul Links and recently responded 
to the early stage consultation that was 
submitted for a new golf course proposal on the 
site. We will continue to oppose any 
development at the site which has the potential 
to damage the internationally protected wildlife 
sites.  
 
Planning authorities have discretionary powers 
to refuse to consider a repeat planning 
application should it be submitted within two 
years of a previous one being refused. Highland 
Council have confirmed they would be in a 
position to consider use of such discretionary 
powers.  We have called on Highland Council to 
use these powers to ensure no more public 
money or time is wasted on this inappropriate 
proposal. The Scotsman recently featured an 
article on this new application.  
 
We are also continually working to ensure 
Scotland has the most robust environmental 
protection and planning processes possible, to 
stop projects such as Coul Links coming 
forward. For example, we’ve been involved in 
the Fight for Scotland’s Nature campaign, 
calling for a new Scottish Environment Act, as 
part of Scottish Environment LINK which is an 
organisation made up of other NGOs. We also 
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contributed extensively to the development of 
the new Planning Act in Scotland, including 
asking for protections for Ramsar sites to be 
strengthened. 
  
We would encourage anyone with concerns 
about development at Coul Links to write to the 
Scottish Government and Highland Council and 
to support any future campaigns against 
developments at the site. 

Coul Links  Coul Links was mentioned as a success 
story. - Are you aware that a new planning 
application has been submitted for a very 
similar golf course development there, but 
under the name of a local community sports 
club? Surely there should be some legal 
time limit before such a planning application 
can be submitted after such a 
comprehensive refusal? 

Yes, we are aware that there are new proposals 
for a similar golf course development at the site, 
which is at the early stages of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) process.  
 
Planning authorities have discretionary powers 
to refuse to consider a repeat planning 
application should it be submitted within two 
years of a previous one being refused, and 
Highland Council have confirmed they would be 
in a position to consider use of such powers and 
have advised caution in proceeding with an 
application on this basis due to the potential for 
time and money to be wasted. 
  
RSPB Scotland wrote to the Highland Council to 
confirm we would continue to oppose any 
development at the site which has the potential 
to damage the internationally important wildlife 
sites and have called on the Council to use 
these powers to ensure no more public money 
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or time is wasted on this inappropriate proposal. 
  
We would encourage anyone with concerns 
about development at Coul Links to write to the 
Scottish Government and Highland Council and 
to support any future campaigns against 
developments at the site. 
 The Scotsman recently featured an article on 
this new application. 

Coul Links  What are you planning to do about the new 
application for a golf course at Coul links? 

RSPB Scotland have made it clear that we 
consider it is a ludicrous idea to bring forward 
another golf course proposal at the nationally 
and internationally important wildlife site at Coul 
Links. Scottish Government officials, statutory 
agencies, the local council and many other 
consultees have already spent substantial 
resources reviewing the evidence as part of the 
planning and inquiry process. 
 
Planning authorities have discretionary powers 
to refuse to consider a repeat planning 
application should it be submitted within two 
years of a previous one being refused, and 
Highland Council have confirmed they would be 
in a position to consider use of such 
discretionary powers and have advised caution 
in proceeding with an application on this basis 
due to the potential for time and money to be 
wasted. RSPB Scotland wrote to Highland 
Council to confirm we would continue to oppose 
any development at the site which has the 
potential to damage the internationally important 
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wildlife sites and we have called on Highland 
Council to use their powers to ensure no more 
public money or time is wasted on this 
inappropriate proposal. The Scotsman recently 
featured an article on this new application.  
 
We would encourage anyone with concerns 
about development at Coul Links to write to the 
Scottish Government and Highland Council and 
to support any future campaigns against 
developments at the site.  

Diversity Is there any thought given to making some 
sites accessible to disabled members? 

Many organisations, including the RSPB, 
produce access information. Our accessibility 
collection page shows some of our better 
known-sites. You can also look for the 
'accessibility' tab on each of our major visitor 
reserve pages. You can find more information 
here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-
wildlife/wildlife-guides/birdwatching/advice-for-
disabled-birdwatchers/ 
  
We produce an audio version of our members’ 
magazine. RSPB shops, including our online 
shop, also sell bird song and call CDs and 
DVDs.  
  
Birding for All (formerly the Disabled Birders 
Association) a charity seeking to improve 
access for people with disabilities to reserves, 
facilities and services for birding, is another 
great source of information. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/birdwatching/advice-for-disabled-birdwatchers/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/birdwatching/advice-for-disabled-birdwatchers/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/birdwatching/advice-for-disabled-birdwatchers/
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Drones  Does the RSPB have a policy on the use of 
drones for research purposes on its 
reserves? How frequently are they used at 
RSPB Bempton and elsewhere? 

All drones and operators have to be licensed 
and work to our Code of Practice. Drones are 
increasingly valuable for monitoring both bird 
populations and habitats and if operated 
correctly will not cause disturbance. 
  
Flights at any site by RSPB drones will be 
infrequent and for specific purposes. I’m unsure 
of the exact usage at Bempton but the use of 
drone footage to count breeding birds on sea 
cliffs is very valuable. 

Education  How do we educate people how to enjoy 
nature e.g., the importance of not creating 
new informal paths through habitat, leaving 
rubbish etc and embed it in our nation's 
culture? 

Awaiting response  

Finance  Could the RSPB achieve a “bigger bang for 
the buck” by increasing their focus on 
overseas projects like Gough Island and 
less on the UK? 

As a UK organisation our focus is here and the 
UKOTs, but we work with others through the 
BirdLife Partnership to make sure our 
experience and expertise are utilised globally.  

Food and Farming  Re fishing by-catch and the destruction 
caused by trawling, hasn’t anyone thought 
that the answer is to encourage people not 
to eat fish? It isn’t essential for human 
health and seriously damages the health of 
the fish and much other wildlife. 

Thank you for you AGM question. Where 
possible the RSPB works with the fishing 
industry and regulators to reduce the risk of 
bycatch and to ensure fishing practices are 
undertaken in a sustainable non-damaging way.  
However, not all fishing practices are 
sustainable, and the over exploitation of certain 
fish stocks is a contributing factor to the decline 
of many UK seabirds. Either through direct 
competition for small forage fish or from 
accidental bycatch In fishing gear. In partnership 
with other NGOs, we are working to ensure the 
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management of fishing activities in UK waters, 
post EU exit, delivers a marked change in how 
we use our seas. We are seeking legal 
commitments from the four UK administrations 
to reduce, and where possible eliminate, 
bycatch and to remove damaging fishing 
practices from our seas. Working with the 
statutory agencies, such as the IFCAs (inshore 
fisheries conservation authorities), we are 
actively seeking changes to local byelaws to 
prohibit the most damaging activities.  
 
We are now working with retailers, through the 
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership, 
(https://www.sustainablefish.org/Publications) to 
ensure that all fisheries products offered to 
consumers are responsibly sourced. The RSPB, 
as a member of Birdlife, also works at a global 
scale to address these issues and through 
partnership working with many fishermen have 
successfully reduced the bycatch in many 
longline fleets, in some areas close to zero.  
https://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/albatros
s-task-force-americas-working-fishers-design-
solutions   

Food and Farming  With the trend to eat less met this will hit 
livestock farmers who are already 
struggling. Also, cattle/livestock help to 
maintain and manage the 
environment/countryside. So how can this 
be squared? 

Thank you for your AGM question. You are 
absolutely right that farmers and their livestock 
grazing do play an import role in maintaining 
habitats which support some of our most 
important species for example curlews.  
 

https://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/albatross-task-force-americas-working-fishers-design-solutions
https://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/albatross-task-force-americas-working-fishers-design-solutions
https://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/albatross-task-force-americas-working-fishers-design-solutions
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However unsustainable intensive agriculture is 
also one of the major drivers of the nature and 
climate crises. The expansion and intensification 
of farming means that modern livestock systems 
often do not support the wildlife they once used 
to.  
 
Animals are increasingly housed rather than 
grazed in the fields and fed on soy or other 
grains rather than grass. By encouraging people 
to eat less but better meat we hope to benefit 
both farmers and wildlife. Research we have 
carried out has demonstrated in some area's 
farmers can actually be more profitable if they 
reduce the number of livestock to make the 
most of the grass which grows on their farm and 
reduce the costs of bought in feed.  
 
We also campaign with farmers for them to be 
rewarded for the wildlife and landscape benefits 
they produce. This helps them manage a 
balanced business which delivers for their 
bottom line and wildlife. This can also help with 
other enterprises they may have on the farm 
such as tourism-based enterprises or direct food 
sales.  

Government Policy Are there any plans to do more legal work, 
i.e., to press the government to enforce 
existing wildlife protection laws, e.g. On hs2 
project? 

Our expert Environmental Law team works on a 
wide variety of legal cases to protect and restore 
nature, as it can be a valuable way of holding 
decision-makers to account. As a charity our 
resources are limited so we often work with 
other partners to share costs, and in the specific 
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case of HS2 we have been supporting other 
partners with informal advice. 

Government Policy Could the RSPB ush for new housing the 
Government wants to have PRIVATE 
GARDENS, however small; COVID-19 has 
shown how important these spaces are for 
mental the MENTAL HEALTH of the nation, 
AND, gardens on an estate become an 
interconnected wildlife habitat, which 
community gardens and street trees does 
not. 

Access to wildlife-rich greenspace is vital for 
people’s health and wellbeing, and gardens can 
play an important part as well as community 
gardens and street trees. Our report 
‘Recovering Together’ earlier this year 
highlighted the importance of access to 
greenspace and nature for people, and that 
many did not have it within a reasonable 
distance from home.  
 
We continue to actively call upon government 
and other decision-makers to ensure greater 
provision of nature-rich accessible greenspace 
for all, including gardens.  Our partnership with 
Barratt Developments plc and in particular our 
work with them in designing a nature-friendly 
housing development at Kingsbrook, Aylesbury, 
provides a good benchmark of what can be 
achieved. 

Government Policy Is the RSPB having any joy in persuading 
the Government and decision makers to 
use biodiversity outcomes as THE measure 
of success as they make ‘green’ policies 
and promises? 

We are working towards this goal in all parts of 
the UK. Our colleagues in Wales, Scotland, 
Norther Ireland have taken different but 
supporting approaches and it is true across the 
UK there have been some incredible 
achievements, but we can’t yet say we have 
achieved everything we need. This answer 
focuses on the actions of the UK Government in 
Westminster, which includes actions on the 
global stage and some in England.   
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‘Green Recovery’ has been one of the key 
phrases of the Covid pandemic response and 
Government has adopted the term to describe 
its approach to post-pandemic recovery. That 
the Government wants to be seen as taking a 
sustainable approach to rebuilding the economic 
and physical health of the country is clearly a 
positive step and is testament to the hard work 
that has been done by RSPB members, 
supporters, and staff over many years. That 
said, actions speak louder than words and the 
devil is in the detail. While Government 
Ministers, including the Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson have made recent positive 
commitments towards protecting biodiversity, 
such as the 30 by 30 target, and the £640m 
Nature for Climate fund, the nature positive 
aspects of their ‘green’ recovery have been few 
and far between. Significant strides have been 
made in the context of decarbonisation and the 
Governments £3bn investment in energy 
efficiency at the Summer Economic Statement 
should be warmly welcomed. In contrast though, 
just £40m was allocated for nature at that 
Statement, which was later revealed to have 
already been committed through the Nature for 
Climate fund – clearly Government has been 
persuaded of the benefits of decarbonising 
green measures but doesn’t place as high a 
priority on the role of biodiversity.   
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We shouldn’t be disheartened though. 
Legislation such as the Environment Bill and the 
Agriculture Bill, which have the potential to 
make a huge difference for nature, are stated 
flagship priorities for this Government. They 
aren’t perfect, and we continue to work hard to 
make the big improvements we need to see. 
See; 
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinh
arper/posts/a-critique-of-the-westminster-
environment-bill   
  
Nevertheless, the fact that there is Government 
legislation on the table with such huge potential 
to benefit nature is an opportunity we have 
never had. We also know that nature-based 
solutions is a key theme of the UK’s COP26 
presidency which gives us the chance to 
encourage the Government to deliver at home 
as a way of demonstrating leadership on that 
international stage.     
  
So, we are making inroads and there are huge 
opportunities in front of us to keep making the 
argument for biodiversity. That said, there is a 
long way to go before Government delivers 
more than warm words. We need to turn the 
positive commitments and good intent into hard 
action and measurable outcomes for 
biodiversity. That means legally binding targets 
and robust enforcement, backed by the funding 
and policies to truly drive change. That is the 

https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/a-critique-of-the-westminster-environment-bill
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/a-critique-of-the-westminster-environment-bill
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/a-critique-of-the-westminster-environment-bill
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message we will be taking to Government over 
the next weeks, months and years and your 
continuing support is an invaluable asset in that 
objective. 

Government Policy What action is the RSPB taking to protect 
nature in response to the governments 
proposed changes to the planning process? 

We have submitted a formal response to the 
government’s proposals to change the planning 
system in England. We have highlighted 
proposals of concern for nature and suggested 
ways in which protection for nature could be 
strengthened. We will use every opportunity, 
including through dialogue with the government, 
to push for a planning system that supports 
nature’s recovery. Through our recent 
campaign, thousands of members and 
supporters signed our on-line petition to 
government calling for a planning system that 
helps us become nature rich and not nature 
poor. 

Government Policy Can the RSPB lobby the Government to 
provide more job opportunities in Nature to 
help counteract the impact of job losses 
due to Covid-19 and contribute towards a 
green recovery and reduce the 
consequences of climate change? 

Along with a coalition of partners, the RSPB has 
been lobbying the Government for a National 
Nature Service. You can find out more about 
this here: 
https://www.nationalnatureservice.org/?fbclid=Iw
AR3vfMSgxth3LsuLXfJMTP3LQKlnaLjzTB-
UwlhTyYw0IM9_8amde2hSJc0  

Government Policy Should we be concerned that our 
countryside and green field space is being 
eroded by out of town development? 
Forming national parks, country parks, 
RSPB centres, etc is great but does this 
tend to imply that the rest is up for grabs? 

We should be concerned about wherever nature 
is lost to development. There are different ways 
it can be protected, which can range from 
establishing a RSPB nature reserve to 
protection via international, national or local 
designations for nature conservation. However, 
these cover only a small proportion of land, and 

https://www.nationalnatureservice.org/?fbclid=IwAR3vfMSgxth3LsuLXfJMTP3LQKlnaLjzTB-UwlhTyYw0IM9_8amde2hSJc0
https://www.nationalnatureservice.org/?fbclid=IwAR3vfMSgxth3LsuLXfJMTP3LQKlnaLjzTB-UwlhTyYw0IM9_8amde2hSJc0
https://www.nationalnatureservice.org/?fbclid=IwAR3vfMSgxth3LsuLXfJMTP3LQKlnaLjzTB-UwlhTyYw0IM9_8amde2hSJc0
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we need to ensure that all land (and seas as 
well) are managed sustainably. Much of our 
policy and advocacy work is aimed at this 
objective.  
 
The RSPB is not opposed to development in 
principle, but it must be done in a way that it is 
harmony with nature; located in the right place 
and designed to a high environmental standard. 
You can find out more about our casework at 
our Saving Special Places webpages. Our 
partnership with Barratt Developments plc and 
in particular our work with them in designing a 
nature-friendly housing development at 
Kingsbrook, Aylesbury, provides a good 
benchmark of what can be achieved by working 
with a developer. 

Green Recovery What actions are being taken to ensure a 
green recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic? (in policy, campaigning, and 
beyond) 

The RSPB’s Green Recovery Plan sets out the 
key policies needed to put nature in England 
on the road to recovery and contribute to global 
efforts to tackle the nature and climate 
crisis. These measures would also help tackle 
climate change, level up societal inequalities 
and achieve the objectives set in the 
Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan.  
 
You can read the whole plan here: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads
/rspb-green-recovery-plan-report.pdf 

Grouse  As Prince William has put himself forward 
with Sir David Attenborough as defenders 
of the environment is it not possible to use 

The RSPB is clear that environmental standards 
need to be raised on driven grouse moors and 
tackling the illegal killing of birds of prey is a 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/rspb-green-recovery-plan-report.pdf
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/rspb-green-recovery-plan-report.pdf
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his influence with the grouse shooting 
industry to save the eagles. 

crucial part of this. We will talk to and work with 
anyone who feels the same and wants to revive 
our hills and glens. 

Grouse   Does the RSPB propose strengthening its 
opposition to driven grouse shooting, given 
the impact of illegal persecution of raptors, 
mountain hares, etc. and the disastrous 
impact of burning vegetation has to 
decrease biodiversity per se and increase 
the risk of flooding at lower levels. 

Our position is provided in our public statement 
and is a strengthening of our position. We have 
said that we will continue to press for the 
introduction of an effective licensing regime to 
regulate grouse shooting and associated 
management practices. If insufficient progress is 
made toward this objective within 5-years, we 
will campaign for driven grouse shooting to be 
banned. 
 
Public statement:  
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinh
arper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-
gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-
management  

Grouse   Can you please explain why the RSPB is 
neutral in relation to grouse and gamebird 
shooting? I do not see how not 
campaigning against this can be in accord 
with your work on protecting birds (as well 
as the environment). 

The RSPB has been neutral on the ethics of 
shooting since 1894 and this was written into 
our first Royal Charter in 1904. This has 
remained the case to this day. However, as a 
conservation organisation, we shall always 
speak out if conservation issues are at stake. 

Grouse   Kevin Cox has mentioned that lead is still 
used to shoot birds. I thought this had been 
illegal for some time? 

There is an existing partial ban on the use of 
lead shot over wetlands and/or for shooting 
wildfowl in the UK countries. We believe a 
statutory ban is required on all forms of lead 
ammunition. You can find more information 
within our policy on lead - see the Downloads 
section of the following page: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-

https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/our-positions/gamebird-review/gamebird-shooting-impacts/
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and-casework/our-positions/gamebird-
review/gamebird-shooting-impacts/ 

Grouse   Was this statement being read out by Kevin 
Cox sent out prior to the meeting? I 
apologise if I missed it. 

As the statement read out by Kevin Cox was 
part of the AGM it was not shared in advance. It 
is now available on our website here: 
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinh
arper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-
gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-
management  

Grouse   What about the negative impact of grouse-
shooting on the grouse? 

Clearly, many grouse are shot each year. In 
theory, shoot managers try to limit the number 
of birds shot to the number that would die 
otherwise overwinter. If they shoot too many, 
the number available to breed next spring 
maybe reduced. If they shoot too few, too many 
birds survive into the winter, with increased risk 
of disease transmission and associated 
mortality.  The aim is to have sufficient breeding 
birds in the spring to produce lots of young birds 
for shooting in the autumn. 

Grouse Why does the RSPB take a neutral stand 
on the ethics of shooting 'game birds'? 

See earlier response. Also, the RSPB Is a 
nature conservation organisation motivated to 
keep common species common and prevent 
threatened species from becoming extinct.  We 
are not an animal rights organisation which may 
be more motivated by the welfare of an 
individual animal. Hunting/shooting can 
theoretically be compatible with conservation if 
the species populations are not adversely 
affected. 

Henderson What is happening about Henderson 
island? 

We are exploring the feasibility of combining a 
rodent eradication of Henderson with one of 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/our-positions/gamebird-review/gamebird-shooting-impacts/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/our-positions/gamebird-review/gamebird-shooting-impacts/
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/outcome-of-the-rspb-s-review-of-gamebird-shooting-and-associated-land-management


 
 
 

22 
 

Topic Question Answer 

Pitcairn at the same time, which would be more 
cost-effective and make the whole Territory 
rodent-free. We don’t have the capacity to 
advance Gough and Henderson at the same 
time however, so as waiting for Gough to 
proceed, after which we will return to Henderson 
planning. 

Hope Farm Where is it possible to obtain a full list of the 
specific chemicals used by the RSPB on its 
farm in Cambridgeshire? 

We stopped using neonicotinoids before the ban 
and we have not used insecticides since 2018, 
so our use is limited to some herbicides, 
fungicides and molluscicides. We are now 
adopting integrated management to minimise 
the use of these further. For a full list please 
write to the Farm Manager, RSPB Home Farm, 
Knapwell, Cambridgeshire, CB23 4NR 

HS2 In the light of the Barn Owl Trust report that 
54 Barn Owl Nest sites are being destroyed 
by the largest deforestation project in 
Europe - HS2, surely NOW is the time to 
stand united alongside all those calling for 
this to be immediately paused, and the 
damage it is doing to be reassessed. I am 
also a member of BTO, who's policy is to 
spectate and measure the damage, (to 
maintain impartiality???) but SURELY the 
RSPB should be proactive to make a 
positive difference for our future world? 

The RSPB is part of a coalition of environmental 
organisations (Greenpeace, Friends of the 
Earth, the Wildlife Trusts, Woodland Trust, 
WWF, ClientEarth and The Ramblers) calling on 
the Government to rethink HS2. More 
information can be found at:  
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-
and-casework/casework/cases/high-speed-2/  

HS2 Is the opposition to HS2 just a knee-jerk 
reaction to massive projects that displace 
some nature, without taking into account 
the future impact of removing thousands of 
car journeys? 

There is rising concern that far from reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and making the way 
we travel more sustainable, HS2 could in fact 
have the opposite effect, by facilitating 
increased international air travel in/out of 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/casework/cases/high-speed-2/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/our-positions-and-casework/casework/cases/high-speed-2/
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airports in the cities it would connect with 
London, and by acting as a catalyst for further 
growth along the route that will necessarily also 
be served by road transport infrastructure. 

Income sources Recognising impact of COVID on finances, 
can you be more specific about your 
reference to “having to be imaginative” 
about financial sources? Does this mean 
compromising conservation positions and 
principles to enter financial agreements with 
government/commercial entities (e.g., 
nuclear reactor site)? Thank you. 

To be clear, it doesn't mean compromising our 
values and conservation objectives. It means 
exploring new and different ways to generate 
income whilst maintaining our core values. 

Land How many acres does the RSPB own, what 
plans have you for further acquisitions and 
how do you prioritise the acquisitions? 

As of 31 March 2020, the total number of RSPB 
reserves is 223, with a total area of 160,366 
hectares. Of this, 85,330ha, 53% is owned 
freehold. 

Local Groups Can we have more events and meetings in 
the Cheshire area 

You may want to considering joining the RSPB 
Chester Local Group (if you haven’t already), 
who despite the pandemic are running monthly 
events online on a variety of interesting wildlife 
topics. You could also ask them about their 
current plans for next year to see how you might 
be able to get involved in person in the future.  
 
For more information, you can visit the RSPB 
Chester Local Group website:  
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/chester/events/. 

Membership recruitment How many life members do you have? The RSPB currently has around 25 thousand 
Life Members 

Membership recruitment What are your main methods of member 
recruitment and which are most successful? 
Are you phoning members at this difficult 

F2F Membership on our reserves was incredibly 
successful during the summer so remains a 
great way to inspire new members. Online 

https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/chester/events/
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financial time to see if they would be willing 
to make a larger monthly donation? 

Membership recruitment also increased during 
the first lockdown as well. We paused our 
membership upgrade calls during first lockdown 
but restarted them in summer - the number of 
people we contact in this way has reduced 
significantly since our opt in campaign. 

Natural England Licencing Are you aware that ‘Natural England’ issues 
licences to kill red kites, and exterminate 
Egyptian Geese, and do research on great 
tits and other tits? What is RSPB going to 
do about that? 
 

We accept that there will be situations or 
circumstances where Natural England can allow 
lethal control methods. However, these should 
be the exception and not the norm, such as 
avoiding bird strikes on airfields or when a 
species is on the brink of extinction needs 
protecting from predation. 
 
We believe licenses should only be issued if an 
applicant has provided evidence that the 
alternative methods of resolving the problem 
have been found to be ineffective or 
impracticable.  
 
This is an issue where we have and will 
continue to raise our concerns with Natural 
England. 

Nature's Home Natures Home is a great publication, but a 
bit basic for long term experienced 
members, compared to other wildlife 
magazines. As a life member I would 
welcome more effort put in to developing 
the content of the Life Members publication. 
Please can you confirm whether you have 
any plans to develop and improve this 
publication? 

We aren’t currently planning any significant 
changes to Fellows News, although we are 
constantly reviewing it and the welcome any 
suggestions for what you would like to see in 
this publication, as well as any particular 
feedback on the current magazine. 
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Overseas spend How does the RSPB balance annual 
spending in the UK v overseas 
expenditure? 

We spend approximately 10% of our gross 
expenditure on international work. Decisions 
about where and how the RSPB spends its 
funds abroad are taken in a similar way to 
spend in the UK - it’s spent where the greatest 
conservation need has been established, 
coupled with the opportunity for the most 
favourable possible outcomes, in line with our 
strategy. 

Planning What about the new planning rules set by 
this government, what protections there be 
towards reserves? 

We are closely following all new legislation that 
will have environmental impacts and we will 
continue to fight nature's corner in order to get 
the best outcomes for our wildlife, both on and 
off our reserve network. 

Policy Does the RSPB think that the proposals on 
Biodiversity Net Gain in the Environment 
Bill are robust and go far enough? Has 
RSPB been active in forming this 
legislation? 

Done well, biodiversity gain could help 
contribute to the restoration of biodiversity, 
deliver the ambitions of the 25 Year 
Environment Plan and help respond to the 
climate and ecological emergencies, if it 
operates and is assessed against a national 
plan to restore nature and ecosystems.  
  
We are concerned that newly created habitat, as 
part of developers’ biodiversity gain 
requirements, could be destroyed after 30 years 
and key types of development are currently out 
of scope. The level of gain must be more 
ambitious, and there should be stronger 
assurances that, for example, the mitigation 
hierarchy will be adhered to and that existing 
protections and requirements cannot be 
undermined or combined with biodiversity gain.  
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Biodiversity gain habitats must be secured and 
maintained in perpetuity, or the system could 
lead to overall losses as well as losing any 
carbon storage benefits and ecological gains. 
 

Policy Is there any thought as to how RSPB can or 
will be supporting the Earthshot initiative? 

It's great to see more people engaging with 
nature recovery and the environmental crisis, 
and the Earthshot initiative has rightly garnered 
attention due to its nature and ambition. As with 
any new initiative we will see how best we can 
work with or support it for the benefit of nature. 

Policy As David Attenborough has mentioned in 
his new witness statement, we need to 
protect and re-wild our nature. Are there 
any conservation efforts going into creating 
fish free zones around the UK coats to 
allow fish stocks to increate to sustain the 
wide range of birds that live on our coasts? 

Not at the moment, we expect Defra will 
announce their "Highly Protected Marine Area" 
review next year, which will (if adopted) look to 
create areas of high protection. Areas where 
human activities, including fishing are 
restricted/prohibited. Currently there are only a 
small number of NTZ (no take zones) around 
the UK, including around Lundy Island, but 
these are not specifically for the restoration of 
UK seabird colonies. 

Policy The accounts record that we receive 
funding from several windfarm developers. 
Is there any extent to which the society's 
policy on windfarms is influenced by these 
payments? Might the RSPB's 
independence be better served if we took 
the financial hit and declined these 
donations? 

Research and monitoring of our marine 
environment is urgently required to identify the 
most important places for nature and how 
development impacts on sealife and habitats. In 
order to tackle climate change we need more 
renewable technology including offshore wind.  
 
The RSPB is working to ensure this takes place 
in harmony with nature. To do this we need to 
better understand where our seabirds are while 
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out a sea and how they interact with this 
technology. This will help to identify the least 
ecologically sensitive areas for development 
and leave enough space for nature in our 
increasingly busy seas. Mobilising this research 
across requires support, action and 
collaboration across the sector. Partnership 
projects may bring together ornithological 
expertise with government and industry to 
reconcile the challenges of increased offshore 
wind and saving nature. In some instances, this 
may be a consenting condition imposed on a 
developer and subject to stringent legal 
requirements.  
 
By getting involved in this work, RSPB can 
ensure it is done to robust scientific standards 
that will help to improve our understanding of 
how wind farms affect birds and allow future 
decisions about developments to be better 
informed by new information. This in no way 
compromises the RSPB’s position on individual 
development projects which we will base on the 
best available evidence at the time. 

Policy The research that indicates that something 
as simple as colouring a single blade of a 
wind turbine black, reduces bird casualties 
by around 75%, is it not reasonable a) to 
investigate whether colouring two or 3 
blades is even better, and b) to require this 
innovation in all future projects especially 
where little human visual impact would 

The Prime Minister is right that investing in 
renewable energy is investing in our future, and 
offshore wind will play an important role in 
tackling the climate crisis. However, the UK is 
home to globally important seabird colonies and 
wind turbines in the wrong place can have 
negative impacts on seabird populations by 
increasing risk of collision and displacement. 
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result e.g. offshore. Nb. the recent offshore 
wind announcements included all of the 
projects that are already in process, so 
NOT the massive increase that Boris 
Johnson implied. Is it not also time for 
RSPB to call the government out whenever 
it makes spurious or exaggerated 
"environmental" claims? 

This means offshore wind is only the right 
technology when we can find the right place for 
it and when we leave enough space for wildlife.  
But any way in which incidental bird impact can 
be reduced should be investigated. 
 
The Prime Minister was right to be excited by 
the prospect of floating wind turbines as this 
technology has the potential to reduce the 
conflict between turbines and wildlife. Yet, 
investment is needed now not just to provide 
innovative solutions but also to improve the 
evidence about our marine environment to 
underpin a robust planning system to guide 
environmentally sustainable development at 
sea. This would help us provide an integrated 
response to the climate and ecological 
emergency. 

Policy What is the RSPB policy on the tricky 
question of grey squirrels? 

The evidence is unclear as to what effect grey 
squirrels have on our woodland birds, but the 
RSPB does, however, support the need for 
strategic action against grey squirrels in 
locations where red squirrel conservation is a 
priority. 

Policy Why don't you ever mention the size of the 
human population in the UK as one of the 
problems? It's a problem now and in the 
long run it will be the biggest one, bigger 
even than our consumption. 

Only 2.27% of the UK is physically built upon 
with our current population. As such it is the 
quality rather than the quantity of building 
pressure which is of most concern. Ensuring 
that new developments are done sensitively and 
do not damage important nature sites is vital. 
Around 75% of the country is agricultural land.   
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The pressures on food markets are global and 
so not directly influenced by the UK population. 
In that respect the biggest drivers of wildlife loss 
might be reduced if populations were lower but 
with limited options to achieve that reduction the 
environmental community as a whole 
concentrates on other issues. Our position 
comes not because we have not looked 
carefully at the issues but because we have. 

Reserve Safety I’ve visited RSPB Saltholme a number of 
times over the last few months and 
compared to other organisations, no 
sanitiser or disinfecting the bird hides of 
which I’m concerned about. The wildfowl 
and wetland trust at Washington Wetlands 
in Tyne and Wear had sanitisers at 
entrance and exit at every bird hide plus 
spraying and disinfecting of every hide 3 
times a day, of which RSPB haven’t done. 
Why have those safety precautions not 
happening? 

At our reserves we have instigated a cleaning 
regime proportionate to the level of usage. For 
example, high touch contact points such as 
hides will be sanitised regularly, and we will 
provide hand sanitiser at entrance/exit points 
(where it is practical and safe to do so). 

Reserves Re RSPB Tetney Marshes in Lincolnshire: 
 
a) On what basis has this site been 
excluded from the list of RSPB reserves? 
 
b) When was the decision made to exclude 
it? 
 
c) Does the society receive licence fees or 
other payments from wildfowling group for 

The reserve at Tetney Marshes is on the official 
list of the RSPB reserves, however, it has 
inexplicably been removed from the website 
which will be rectified. Due to historical legal 
precedents a small amount of wildfowling takes 
place, and the RSPB receives a small fee for 
this. Wildfowlers own land within the Reserve so 
are able to shoot some of the area as they wish.  
 
The terms of the lease are very strict and restrict 
down the bag total to 250 birds per year nor use 
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allowing the shooting of wigeon, teal, pintail 
and other wildfowl on this reserve? 

lead shot and the number of days per week are 
reduced. They are not allowed to shoot pintail or 
white-fronted goose and they have to report 
monthly on bag numbers. 

Reserves Rebecca was talking was talking about the 
catering at reserves...I am veggie, I am also 
allergic to garlic. please can catering 
managers think about not all vegi/vegan 
people like/can tolerate garlic.  it is very 
hidden in chutneys. I have to be so careful.  
more choice would be great, but I 
understand that it is not to every one's 
taste, but maybe more people would buy if 
there was more choice. The foods that i can 
have are really good though. 

Thank you for making this point about garlic. It 
has been fed back to our catering and 
purchasing staff. 

Rewilding I’m interested in the thoughts of the panel 
on a ‘wilding’ approach to conservation and 
allowing natural processes to prevail versus 
management to create ideal conditions for 
just one or two species. 

Both of these methods are conservation are 
valid depending on what and where you are 
trying to achieve it. The important thing is to 
have a varied tool kit 

RSPB statutes Why are there no other nominations for 
these positions? 

The RSPB’s Charter and Statutes set out the 
rules governing our AGM, the nomination and 
election of trustees, and specific resolutions, but 
more generally our approach is to engage with 
members where we can. 
  
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-
us/how-the-rspb-is-run/charter-and-statutes/  
  
Many charities struggle to fill trustee vacancies: 
it represents a significant commitment especially 
for a charity as large and complex as RSPB. We 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/how-the-rspb-is-run/charter-and-statutes/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/how-the-rspb-is-run/charter-and-statutes/
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seek expressions of interest for vacant posts on 
RSPB Council in the autumn each year and 
work with those who are generous enough to 
put themselves forward to alignment between 
their experience, skills and available time, and 
the commitment, responsibility and knowledge 
required of them in their role. When, following 
this, there are more candidates that places, an 
election takes place either at the AGM, or 
through a ballot conducted in advance, as set 
out in our statutes. Normally in such 
circumstances, Council chooses to hold a ballot 
in advance so that the largest number of our 
members can easily participate, and the results 
are announced at the AGM. We are fortunate to 
have been able to fill our vacancies, but it is not 
unusual to find that the number of candidates 
matches the number of vacancies. We are 
investing in the support we give to our Council 
members and in processes to attract a wider, 
more diverse range of suitable candidates. 

RSPB statutes Why don’t the RSPB allow any motions to 
be put forward at the RSPB’s AGM? The 
National Trust allow this. It’s so difficult for 
any member to get any motion discussed. 
Which is not democratic at RSPB’s AGM. 

Our statutes set out that ‘the business 
transacted at the annual Members' meeting 
shall be to receive a report from the Council, to 
receive the accounts for the previous financial 
year, to elect the President, to elect or declare 
as elected the new Council Members from those 
nominated in accordance with the Statutes and 
Bye-Laws, to elect auditors and to conduct any 
other business as the Council may decide.’ The 
business of the meeting must be set out in an 
agenda, provided ‘not less than twenty-one 
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Clear Days before the date of the meeting.’ It is 
certainly possible for the business of the AGM to 
include resolutions.  
 
The duty of RSPB Council is to ensure that the 
RSPB delivers a charitable and public benefit in 
line with the objects of the charity, taking into 
account the views of its stakeholders, 
particularly the members. We have a variety of 
ways to seek the views of members, from formal 
surveys, engagement with local groups, 
communications received, including letters to 
Nature’s Home, and topics raised at the AGM 
itself.  
 
To give a specific example, the question of 
gamebird shooting was raised, initially as a 
possible topic for a resolution at an AGM, by a 
member. The member was invited to join 
discussions with senior RSPB staff and Council 
members, and finally Council commissioned a 
review so that a range of views could be sought 
alongside a review of the scientific evidence to 
produce a policy in a way that was in full 
alignment with their duties, including 
engagement with members. 

Species Reintroduction/Conservation 
 
 

I see the Scottish wild cat was shown, can I 
ask about RSPB input into conserving 
these wonderful cats? 

We have no specific projects to conserve the 
Scottish wildcat but that our wider landscape 
restoration work could benefit any remaining 
pockets of individuals. We are supporting 
captive breeding programmes led by other 
conservation organisations. Our work with the 
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Cairngorms Connect project could provide 
suitable areas for future releases. 

Species Reintroduction/Conservation 
 

Please provide an update on the curlew 
project. Any significant findings so far, and 
how long is this phase of the project? 
  
Also, given findings about impact of avian 
malaria on house sparrow populations, 
what are the prospects for controlling this 
disease and seeing a bounce back in this 
once ubiquitous bird, esp in London area? 

Due to Covid-19 the RSPB was unable to 
undertake fieldwork this breeding season. After 
serious consideration, the RSPB has decided to 
bring the curlew trial management project to an 
early close because of the break in the 
management interventions and the impact this 
may have on the data. The focus is now on 
undertaking the final analyses, write-up and 
reporting with the aim to publish the results in 
2021.  
 
Phase 2 of the curlew recovery programme 
started in April and will run until March 2025. 
The aim is to ensure the right land-use policies 
are in place and strong partnerships continue to 
develop and deliver for curlew across 14 priority 
landscapes and 24 key reserves for the species. 

Species Reintroduction/Conservation What’s the RSPB’s current position on the 
re-introduction of native mammals? Are 
there plans for beavers, for example, on the 
Avalon marshes? Or Lynx in the Spey 
valley? 

The RSPB supports the re-establishment of 
native mammals where feasible. For the 
Eurasian beaver we would like to see them re-
established from an ecologically and socio-
economic perspective and want to see their 
reintroduction through well planned and licensed 
releases.  
 
We are working with other organisations and 
communities to assess the suitability of various 
reserves and river catchments to support them. 
Eurasian lynx are native to the UK and are 
thought to have become extinct by the medieval 
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Topic Question Answer 

period as a result of deforestation. There have 
been at least five successful lynx reintroductions 
in Western Europe over the latter part of the 
20th Century. The possibility of a similar project 
in the UK is gaining recognition. 

Uplands Does the panel think that we will still have 
breeding pairs of Hen harriers in England 
by 2025? 

The evidence is clear that illegal persecution is 
the major cause for the low numbers of breeding 
pairs of hen harrier in England. We will continue 
to call for reform of driven grouse moors and will 
continue to investigate the illegal killings of birds 
of prey. 

Wildlife Corridor How is the RSPB progressing with its 
Wildlife Corridor idea? 

We aim to create wildlife corridors in many 
areas of our work, but there is no specific 
project where wildlife corridors are the specific 
focus.  

Wildlife Enquiries I have been advised that mealworms 
should be soaked before feeding to birds, 
but they are in the RSPB mixed bird seed 
and suet pellets that I buy and can't 
therefore be soaked.  Are they OK if fed dry 
in small quantities? 

our mealworms can be sprinkled as they are, or 
you can rehydrate them by soaking them in 
warm water for a few minutes. They are fine to 
feed dry with the rest of the mix. 
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We had a number of similar questions, so have grouped these together in the below table with one collective answer for all.  

Topic Question  Answer  

Brexit Q1: As well as dealing with 
the implications of Covid19 in 
2020, what will the RSPB be 
doing to combat the impact of 
Brexit in the long-term? 
Q2: What efforts is the RSPB 
making to influence 
environmental and farming 
policy post Brexit? 

Ever since the UK voted to leave the European Union, the RSPB has worked 
hard with other environmental groups to ensure Brexit would help rather than 
hinder our efforts to tackle the climate and ecological emergency.  
 
We set six challenges which guided our engagement and, earlier this year, we 
reported the progress that had been made by the time the UK formally left the 
EU.  The punchline at the time was while huge progress has been made, 
there was still a lot to do to ensure the new environmental legal, governance 
and trading framework for the UK is fit for purpose.  
 
Arguably, the situation is broadly the same today as it was back in January.  
We still do not have the right environmental legal and governance framework 
and the stakes, if anything, have risen not least because the transition period 
ends in two months’ time (at the end of December 2020) and there remains 
considerable uncertainty as to whether a new UK-EU trading deal will be 
struck in time.  
 
We continue to campaign to secure legally binding targets to drive nature’s 
recovery across the UK and to influence the new agriculture and fisheries 
legislation necessary to replace the Common Agriculture and Fisheries 
Policies. 

Topic Question  Answer  

Diversity  Q1: There are 8 people on 
the panel, and you are all a 
bit pinky white! How about at 
least one brown or black 
person… 

Nature has no borders and neither do we. We recognise everyone is 
individual and different and value what that difference brings to the RSPB. We 
want to support everyone to unlock their potential and better reflect the 
communities in which we work.  In 2015 we completed detailed research on 
our workforce Equality and Diversity, which resulted in a number of 
recommendations.   
 

Q2: What are your plans to 
improve diversity within the 
organisation, not just in terms 
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of ethnicity, but in terms of 
socio-economic background, 
physical/mental (dis)ability? 

We are now progressing these recommendations through an organisation-
wide project.  
 
You can read more about what we are doing here: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/documents/abouttherspb/edi-
position-statement-2019.pdf  

Q3: With the ride of BLM, how 
is the RSPB striving to be 
actively anti-racist? 

Topic Question  Answer 

Partnership Working Q1: I would like to know about 
collaborations with other 
organisations. Do you just 
work with likeminded 
organisations like BTO. What 
about farmers and shooting 
organisations. 
  
What about the National Trust 
who seem to want to save 
Nature as well? 

We work with a huge range of organisations and individuals in order to save 
and restore nature and the environment, these include farmers and shooting 
groups. 
 
The RSPB works closely with organisations such as Wildlife trust, National 
Trust, Buglife etc through Wildlife and Countryside Link and Greener UK to 
present a sector-wide unified voice on many issues including climate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q2: How can the RSPB work 
even more closely with other 
conservation organisations 
such as National Trust, 
Wildlife Trusts, Buglife, 
Plantlife, FoE, etc so we can 
pool resources and present a 
clear unified voice ahead of 
the 2021 UK Climate 
Conference? 

Q3: Are you working 
alongside the Wildlife Trust?  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/documents/abouttherspb/edi-position-statement-2019.pdf
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/documents/abouttherspb/edi-position-statement-2019.pdf
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Topic Question Answer 

HR Q1: I know that around 100 
members of staff were made 
redundant as a result of the 
Covid crisis, those were 
people doing field research. I 
would like to have an 
explanation on why that was 
the case as well as why there 
has been a lack of 
transparency and this hasn't 
been communicated to 
members.  
 
I would also like to know what 
measures were put in place to 
help those individuals after 
they lost their jobs in the 
middle of such a crisis. I 
support RSPB because I 
believe in its mission but it's 
equally important to me that 
the staff are treated in an 
ethical way as a bare 
minimum, I would actually 
expect more, taking into 
account the importance of the 
task they are doing. I would 
also like to know the impact 
that this has had on research 
and what is the situation for 
future research. Thanks. 

To date we have not made any wide scale redundancies as a result of the 
Coronavirus as suggested and we have worked hard to support our workforce 
through this difficult time. 
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Q2: I would really like to know 
what was done to help the 
people who were made 
redundant in the middle of the 
covid crisis, I feel this hasn't 
been addressed in the 
answer, and for me it's really 
important to know where 
RSPB stands in the way you 
treat your staff. 

 

 


