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Welcome to DolphinFest

DolphinFest

DolphinFest is a celebration of the amazing
marine wildlife we have in Aberdeen, with
special focus on the bottlenose dolphins.

This year DolphinFest has gone online but we will still be
offering the same great quality events and activities for you
to take part in.

We aim to raise the profile of the threats
that marine life is facing and encourage
people to play their part in protecting it.
This year DolphinFest is supported
by EventScotland as part of the
Year of Coasts and Waters 20/21.

With the online format we have also involved organisations
from further afield to share their incredible marine conservation
work, so whether you live in Aberdeen or elsewhere in Scotland,
there is something for everyone.

To join in the festival online
Please register here:
rspb.eventsair.com/dolphin-fest/reg-form/Site/Register
We recommend using Chrome.

What is Year of Coasts and Waters 20/21?

You can also keep up to date on
facebook/RSPBNorthEastScotland

In 2021, Scotland continues to celebrate its coasts and waters
with a programme of activities and events which will shine
a spotlight on these vital elements of our landscape.

A handful of the events will be hosted on other platforms,
so be sure to check the details for the events you are
interested in.

From our beautiful natural features including coasts,
lochs and rivers to our industrial heritage such as
our canals, mills and the creation of our national
drink – whisky, Scotland’s Coasts and Waters
have shaped our culture, our stories
and our way of life.

For some events booking* and charges** apply. Please
see individual events for details. Don’t worry if you can’t
make all the events, everything will be available on catch
up until the end of April.

Join the conversation #YCW2021
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Text to donate
The majority of the events are free to attend, but if you can
please text to donate an amount of your choice, up to £25,
to support RSPB Scotland’s ongoing conservation work.
Please visit our website rspb.org.uk/scotland to find
out more about how your donation helps.
Text RSPBDOLPHINFEST – followed by the amount you’d like
to donate – to 70085
To donate £5 text RSPBDOLPHINFEST 5
To donate £10 text RSPBDOLPHINFEST 10
To donate £20 text RSPBDOLPHINFEST 20
Texts cost the amount you’ve chosen to donate, plus one
standard rate message and you’ll be opting in to hear more
about our work and fundraising via telephone and SMS.
If you’d like to give but do not wish to receive marketing
communications, text RSPBDOLPHINFESTNOINFO – followed
by the amount you’d like to donate – to 70085.
If you would like to donate to any of the other organisations
involved, please check out their websites. Links to all
organisations’ websites can be found in the exhibition
space of DolphinFest.

Get ready for DolphinFest with:
Dolphins in your windows
To share your excitement for DolphinFest, draw, paint or collage
your very own dolphin and put it in your window or share it on
our Facebook page. For inspiration, check out the poster we
made here at rspb.org.uk/dolphinwatch
Aberdeen Climate Action’s Climate Café
Tuesday 6 April, 7pm on Zoom
Register here: eventbrite.co.uk/e/dolphinfest-climate-cafetickets-138247527075
Speakers will cover how rising sea temperatures are affecting
the climate and marine life, to what extent marine renewable
energy structures impact on marine life and how to best
conserve our marine environment in the North East of Scotland.

DolphinFest throughout the week:
Royal National Lifeboat Institution
The coast is a wonderful place to be, but it is important we stay
safe. Please watch our videos for some simple steps to protect
you and your family.
For more information please visit:
rnli.org/safety/beach-safety and for youth activities:
rnli.org/youth-education/water-safety-from-home
Marine movie marathon
The marine environment has inspired many in the film
industry. We share our favourite marine themed movies
and documentaries perfect for a cosy night in.
Nature Nudge
Nature Nudge was a project that created ten ‘Nature Nudge’
videos for learners during the first lockdown. Noticing that most
learning was moving online, the idea was to ‘nudge’ pupils
outdoors to learn in nature.
A video was released each week with accompanying activity
sheets and links, and a webpage was developed for community
submissions. Although the videos were made in Shetland they
are relevant to anywhere there’s nature!
Nature Nudge videos and worksheets are available to view on
the Shetland Digital School Hub: blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/
sh/digitalschoolhub/pupils/nature-nudge/
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Wild
Challe nge
Be challenged to connect with nature in new ways and earn
awards as you go. There are activities as a family to help wildlife,
explore nature and enjoy lots of wild, fun family. You can log
what you’ve done and work towards awards. Resources are
available to download online for free, and there are ideas for all
year round whatever the weather brings. Have you got what it
takes to achieve gold?

Treasure Quest with The Locked Door**
An online puzzle game from The Locked Door Escape Games
Aberdeen. You’re walking along the beach when you stumble
across a large ornate chest… you try to open it but it’s locked
with a long code. The top shows a newspaper article with some
words missing and the side shows a treasure map. You decide
to follow the map to discover what is hidden in the box!

Big Blue Clean-up
Around 80% of marine litter comes from land based sources
and the level of litter on UK beaches has doubled in the past
20 years. Plastic has been found in the stomachs of almost all
marine species and an estimated 100,000 marine animals die
a year from plastic entanglement.
Later this year, Covid-19 allowing, organisations are hoping to
take part in our Big Blue Clean-up event by doing small scale
clean ups in their local areas.
Any data collected will be submitted to Marine Conservation
Society to support them with their vital research around marine
litter. To find out more please visit: mcsuk.org
Feeling inspired?
Following all Government guidelines for your area, pick a place
near you, grab some safety gloves and bags and see how much
you can collect. For more advice on how to conduct your own
clean up safely visit: egcp.scot/ttpt
Share your efforts, photos and strangest finds on our Facebook
page or using the hashtags #BigBlueCleanUp and #DolphinFest.
Don’t forget to submit your data to MCS using their beach clean
collection form which can be found on their website.

Perfect for families but suitable for teams of up to 6 players –
and you don’t have to be in the same place, as long as you have
a way to chat as you play. Can you solve the puzzles and open
the mysterious marine box…?
To purchase the game visit thelockeddoor.co.uk/online
£8 per game with 50% going to RSPB Scotland.

Keep an eye out for:
Wildlife Tour with Stonehaven Paddleboarding**
Stonehaven Harbour, Old Pier, AB30 2JU
Due to Covid-19, this event will not be possible until later
in the year.
Explore the beautiful coasts from a new angle while stand-up
paddleboarding. With an experienced instructor and wildlife
guide discover the hidden coves and bays along with incredible
local wildlife. The tour lasts 2.5 hours and costs £50 (£10
donated to RSPB Scotland). Six places available on each tour.
Previous experience essential.
Want to go on the tour but not learned to paddleboard yet?
Book onto a beginner lesson to learn all the skills required to be
able to join a wildlife tour. Lesson lasts 1.5 hours and costs £40
(£10 going to RSPB Scotland). Eight places available.
Costs include all necessary kit.
For more information and updates, visit:
stonehavenpaddleboarding.co.uk
or facebook.com/Stonehaven.co.uk
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Local wildlife walks
We had hoped to offer an exciting Wild Challenge animal trail as
part of DolphinFest, however due to Covid-19 and uncertainty
with restrictions, this did not feel safe. Instead we are sharing
some of our favourite local wildlife walks with you.
Along each suggested route, we have identified a selection
of species you might encounter.

Donmouth
Nature Reserve

Torry Battery and Girdleness
	This well known route is fantastic for seeing dolphins and
seabirds – keep your eye on the horizon and you might
even spot a whale! Walk down the steps opposite Torry
Battery and along the coast towards the Girdleness
lighthouse. Why not take in Torry Battery on your way back
and learn about the history of the area. Accessibility:
involves steps. The path is rough in places and often muddy.

78
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Torry
Battery

A93

Duthie
Park

R i ver D e

Seabirds rest on the bank
of the river Dee

6
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Don’t live in Aberdeen?
Why not explore your local area to
discover what wildlife is in your area?

Aberdeen
beach

A9011

2

Duthie Park and River Dee
	Starting in the Cairngorms, this famous river runs into
Aberdeen Harbour and out to the North Sea where
bottlenose dolphins are often spotted. Salmon migrate
in and out of this river throughout the year, while
many birds rest on the banks. Accessibility: firm tarmac
path, but step-free access points limited to each end and
centre. Take care if crossing busy roads near Duthie Park.

Seaton
Park

A9
0

A9

Donmouth to Seaton Park
	A beautiful circular walk which takes you from source to
sea. Enjoy the sites and sounds of the river Don reaching
the sea, spot the cheeky seals bobbing along in the water,
or explore further up river into Seaton Park, where if you’re
lucky, you could catch a glimpse of the elusive otters
or striking kingfishers. Accessibility: rough, often muddy
paths and involves some steep steps and cobbles.

Don
er
Riv

A956

Aberdeen Beach
	A popular route for many locals, Aberdeen beach offers
lovely views out across the North Sea. Keep an eye out
for wading birds such as sanderlings, oystercatchers
and redshanks along the shoreline and in amongst the
groynes. Why not visit the old fishing village of Footdee
(pronounced Fittie) too! Accessibility: flat pavement and
promenade for whole route but step-free access to
promenade limited to north end, south end, near
Beach Ballroom and Codona’s.

Can you see any seals bobbing along?

Spot otters along the river Don

e

The route past Torry Battery is
fantastic for dolphin sightings

Share your wildlife walk encounters
with us on our Facebook page.
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Wednesday 7 April
DolphinFest launch
10am
Join the Dolphinwatch team as we launch DolphinFest 2021.
Dolphinwatch tour with RSPB Dolphinwatch
10:30am
Find out more about the population of bottlenose dolphins that
are seen regularly from Torry Battery, including best locations to
look for them, signs indicating they are in the area, why they
visit Aberdeen harbour and much more.

Thursday 8 April

Storytime with TV presenter Rory Crawford
12:30pm every day
Enjoy your lunchtime every day of the festival with
TV presenter Rory, as he shares stories from the Wild Tribe
Heroes series of books by author Ellie Jackson, in these
recorded storytime sessions.

Beach Clean Guide: ‘Pick it up safely’ with East Grampian
Coastal Partnership
10:30am
Turning the Plastic Tide’s step-by-step video guide to beach
cleaning, with handy tips including how to plan and prepare,
what equipment you should have, and some useful “Do’s
and Don’ts” to make sure you stay safe and have fun.

Scottish Seabird Centre
2pm
Scotland is home to some incredible seabirds! Join us to meet
some of our most iconic species, get a birds eye view of the
remarkable Bass Rock, and learn about how we’re working to
protect Scottish seabirds and their habitats.

Storytime with TV presenter Rory Crawford
12:30pm every day
Enjoy your lunchtime every day of the festival with
TV presenter Rory, as he shares stories from the Wild Tribe
Heroes series of books by author Ellie Jackson, in these
recorded storytime sessions.

Family quiz night with Aberdeen University Marine Society
4pm
Join us for our fin-tastic family friendly quiz! Test your knowledge
on all things marine! Find the link to join us on our Facebook
page: Aberdeen University Marine Society

Big Noise Torry’s “Dolphins Orchestra”
2pm
Sit back and let the children of Big Noise Torry take you on their
musical journey in the sea! Through musical improvisation,
sound effects, singing and the chanted word, prepare to be
taken awash with this music! Who knows what we will discover
and learn during this performance?

Take Action: Talk and Live Q&A
Find out about the work some organisations are involved in
to help protect the marine environment and how you can
get involved in a series of recorded talks and live Q&As.
Stop the Plastic Tide
6pm
We will be looking at a variety of the exciting projects which the
Marine Conservation Society are currently undertaking: from
tackling pollution, to sustainable seafood and educating children.
If you love the sea, then come along to find out about
opportunities to get involved.
Paws on Plastic
7pm
Making picking up a couple of pieces of litter a normal part
of every dog walk. 20,000 dog owners and counting…
Sea-scape
8pm
Take a moment to escape the worries of the world and immerse
yourself in this 60 second serene sea video.
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Young Conservationists Webinar*
Live on Zoom
5pm
rspb.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_x-fGHeNBRfSCTrGC46Mq3Q
Join us to listen to inspiring young people as they share the
actions they take to protect the natural world.
The Rubbish Club
Thomas started The Rubbish Club because of his love for
marine life. Three years later he talks about why he still goes
out litter picking and about his passion for saving the
environment.
Ullapool Shark Ambassador
Finlay talks about the importance of the oceans and the effects
climate change has on them.
Sea-scape
8pm
Take a moment to escape the worries of the world and immerse
yourself in this 60 second serene sea video.

#YCW2021
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Friday 9 April
Wildlife of Torry Battery with RSPB Dolphinwatch
10:30am
Torry Battery has a vast array of amazing wildlife, from the iconic
bottlenose dolphins to the spectacular seabirds, the odd cheeky
seal and even the elusive otters. Join us as we search for some
of these incredible animals.
Storytime with TV presenter Rory Crawford
12:30pm every day
Enjoy your lunchtime every day of the festival with
TV presenter Rory, as he shares stories from the Wild Tribe
Heroes series of books by author Ellie Jackson, in these
recorded storytime sessions.
St Cyrus National Nature Reserve
2pm
Exploring St Cyrus National Nature Reserve, small, diverse
and beautiful!
Take Action: Talk and Live Q&A
Find out about the work some organisations are involved in to
help protect the marine environment and how you can get
involved in a series of recorded talks and live Q&As.
Whale and Dolphin Conservation’s Shorewatch Programme
6pm
Join Katie Dyke Policy Officer at WDC, who works on the
Shorewatch project, to learn how citizen scientists are making
waves in marine conservation. Find out how you can get
involved in spotting and recording whale and dolphins species
seen from your local coast.
Giving Something Back
7pm
Scottish waters support all sorts of marine mammals but what
happens when they get into difficulty?
British Divers Marine Life Rescue works to rescue and refloat
stranded marine mammals around our coastline. Scottish
Coordinator, Colin McFadyen will talk about the organisation’s
operations, the animals we deal with and some of our past
rescue incidents.
Sea-scape
8pm
Take a moment to escape the worries of the world and immerse
yourself in this 60 second serene sea video.
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Saturday 10 April
Beach families
Connect with your ancient ancestors and try our early hominid
activity on a beach!
It is now commonly accepted that our early hominid ancestors
spent much of their time living by the sea. In this absorbing
activity we invite you to form your own tiny tribe and work
your way along the shoreline sharing what you’ve found using
your very own cave-family language!
Pick a low tide for this activity.
Check tides here: willyweather.co.uk
Storytime with TV presenter Rory Crawford
12:30pm every day
Enjoy your lunchtime every day of the festival with
TV presenter Rory, as he shares stories from the Wild Tribe
Heroes series of books by author Ellie Jackson, in these
recorded storytime sessions.
Responsible wildlife watching at Forvie NNR
2pm
The wild wonders of Forvie National Nature Reserve,
and tips on how you can responsibly enjoy them.
Marine Environments and Biodiversity
4pm
Did you ever wonder what organisms live in the sea and how
different physical factors affect them? Join Aberdeen Science
Centre’s team and explore the amazing life under the sea.
Take Action: Talk and Live Q&A
Find out about the work some organisations are involved in to
help protect the marine environment and how you can get
involved in a series of recorded talks and live Q&As.
Citizen Fins: exploring the range expansion of east coast
bottlenose dolphins
6pm
Join us to learn about the long-term bottlenose dolphin
monitoring project from the Sea Mammal Research unit. Find
out how you can contribute to Citizen Fins – our new citizen
science project to better understand the pattern of movements
of bottlenose dolphins along the east coasts of Scotland
and England.

#YCW2021
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Sunday 11 April
Rockpool Explorers with RSPB Dolphinwatch
10:30am
Explore the hidden depths of Torry Battery’s rockpools to
discover what creepy crawlies call these micro habitats home.
Find out what equipment you need to do your very own
rockpool exploration.
Storytime with TV presenter Rory Crawford
12:30pm every day
Enjoy your lunchtime every day of the festival with
TV presenter Rory, as he shares stories from the Wild Tribe
Heroes series of books by author Ellie Jackson, in these
recorded storytime sessions.
DolphinFest “pub” quiz with Goose’s Quizzes
Live on Twitch
2–4pm
Put all that newfound nature knowledge into action and hang out
with other members of the RSPB community at our marinethemed online quiz with Goose’s Quizzes. With a wet and wild
selection of rounds, it’ll be streamed through Twitch for you to
take part and play along, live or after the event. All you have to
do is follow the link when it’s published and get ready for an
otterly good time!
Keep an eye on DolphinFest or Facebook for the link.
Wildlife in the North East of Scotland
4pm
The North East of Scotland is home to amazing marine wildlife.
This video showcases some of the beautiful locations and the
spectacular array of wildlife that can be seen.

Dolphinwatch legacy
DolphinFest 2021 marks the end of the
nine-year long Dolphinwatch project in
Aberdeen City.
Dolphinwatch aimed to engage locals, and visitors to Aberdeen,
with the amazing marine wildlife on their doorstep, in particular
the iconic bottlenose dolphins, while inspiring them to take
action to help protect the marine environment.
Since 2013, through seasonal Dolphinwatch viewing, and in
recent years schools, festivals and community outreach, 30,541
people were engaged with, over 4,000 children were connected
to nature, over 500 bags of litter were collected and over 5,000
volunteer hours were contributed.
Dolphinwatch was a community project and we want to thank
everyone who has supported and visited it throughout the years.
To celebrate and help people continue to enjoy this amazing
area and wildlife, we have created dolphin spotting
interpretation boards and a viewing bench at Torry Battery.
We will continue to connect people with the marine
environment. Keep an eye on facebook/
RSPBNorthEastScotland for exciting marine pop-up
activities and self guided trails coming soon.

Greyhope Bay talk and live Q&A
6pm
Greyhope Bay talks about Greyhope Stories, a new web based
educational and storytelling platform that will connect
communities with our marine environment.
Dolphinwatch Departs
7pm
RSPB Scotland celebrates nine years of Dolphinwatch in this
exciting new video showcasing all the fun and games and of
course dolphins throughout the years. Join us in celebrating the
end of the project by sharing your own memories with us on
our Facebook page or using #DolphinFest.
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Thank you!

DolphinFest is part of Scotland’s Year of Coasts and Waters
20/21, and is generously funded and supported by many
organisations and individuals.
We would like to thank everyone for making it possible.
Special thanks to our funders:
EventScotland’s Year of Coasts and Waters 20/21 Event Fund
Supporters:
Aberdeen City Council, Whale and Dolphin Conservation.
Participants:
Aberdeen University Marine Society, Aberdeen Climate Action,
Stonehaven Paddleboarding, Walker Road Dancers, Royal
National Lifeboat Institution, NatureScot (Forvie/St Cyrus NNRs),
East Grampian Coastal Partnership, Big Noise Torry, The Locked
Door, Scottish Seabird Centre, Aberdeen Science Centre,
Goose’s Quizzes, Nature Nudge.
Speakers:
The Rubbish Club, Ullapool Shark Ambassador, Whale and
Dolphin Conservation, British Divers Marine Life Rescue,
Sea Mammal Research Unit, Paws On Plastic, Marine
Conservation Society, Greyhope Bay. With special thanks
to our guest storytime presenter Rory Crawford.
Special thanks to our wonderful team of volunteers

SUPPORTED BY

Dolphinwatch is a project led by RSPB Scotland in partnership
with Aberdeen City Council and Whale and Dolphin
Conservation (WDC). It comprises Dolphinwatch Schools,
Viewing and DolphinFest. Dolphinwatch is funded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) and Scotland’s Year
of Coasts and Waters – celebrating the water that makes
the country’s landscape so special and loved.
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