
 

  

 



 

 

 

Make a mini-meadow                                                                                             

Creating long grass areas and wildflower meadows will attract bees,  
hoverflies and butterflies and help Glasgow’s native pollinators to thrive.  
You will also be contributing to the Glasgow Pollinator Plan, which you  
can read about here:  
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=40410&p=0 
                                                              

You will need: 

• Packet of wild flower seeds  

• Packet of “fine grass seed” (not rye-grass, it grows too strong and fast)  

• Rake  

• Four sticks  

• String  

• Scissors  

Sprinkle magic on the ground. Seeds might look boring but wait and see what flowers will 

grow. A wildflower meadow is brilliant for all sorts of little creatures.  

1 You need to prepare the ground first. Thoroughly clear the area of grass and weeds, 

then rake it over so that the soil is bare.  

2 Mix the two packets of seed together, and sprinkle them evenly on the ground.  

3 Walk over the area to press the seeds down gently into the soil. Then water your  

meadow a little. 

4 Put sticks in at each corner. Tie string around them so that you can see  

where you have planted your meadow. It will also stop other people 

 (and you!) from treading on it accidentally.  

5 Now watch your meadow grow 

 

Plants we recommend 

 

 
 

 

 

• Plastic drinks bottle  

• Plasticine  

• Scissors  

• Short bamboo canes all the same size  

• String  

  

 1 Cut the top off the plastic bottle so that remainder of the bottle is  

about a centimetre longer than your bamboo canes.  

2 Push the plasticine into the bottom of the bottle.  

3 Stick the canes (open ends out) hard into the plasticine and keep  

putting them in until the bottle is full. 

4 Use string to hang the bottle up in a sunny spot on a tree, 
 shed or wall. Make sure it tilts downwards slightly to keep rain out.  

 Stay safe  
Cutting bottles up is tricky so ask an adult to help with this bit. 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/rOW_CjRpRtjggQvtn73dW


 
 

Helping Bats 
 

Buy or make a bat box.  

What you will need: • Ready-made bat box • Or untreated rough-sawn wood 150 

mm wide x 1.1 m x 15 mm or more • ladder • drill • screws • saw • nails 

1 The very best bat box is one with good tight joints a narrow slit at the back of 

the box, with a rough piece of wood leading up to it that they can clamber up. It 

should also have two or more internal compartments, and one that is as large as 

possible. It is also best to have a few bat boxes near one another.  

2 The best kind of wood to use is untreated, rough-sawn wood with the Forest 

Stewardship Council logo on it. If your wood feels too smooth, rough it by 

dragging the teeth of a saw across the surface - this helps bats get a good grip as 

they clamber around their new home. 

3 Building your bat box. You’ll need a sheet of timber 150 mm wide by at least 

1.1 m long, and as thick as possible to keep the bats insulated (ideally 15 mm or 

more). Mark the wood with a pencil, and then cut it in to the sections shown on 

the diagram. Nail all the pieces together as shown in the diagram, making the 

joints as airtight as possible.  

 4 Choose your location. You could put it under the eaves of your house or on the 

trunk of a mature tree. Ideally, look for a spot that is at least 3 m (10 feet) from 

the ground, sheltered from strong winds and exposed to the sun for part of the 

day. Unlike birds, facing your box between south west and south east is 

recommended. Make sure there is a clear flight line in. 

 5 Now put your bat box up. Drill holes at the top and bottom of the box’s backing 

plate and fix the bat box to the wall with screws or plugs. If you’re fixing it to a 

tree, you can use adjustable ties so you don’t cause any damage to the tree. If 

you don’t have these, use timberscrew bolts. All bats and their homes are 

protected by law so it’s important you don’t disturb them. Watch and enjoy from a 

distance. 

 

Create a mini pond  
 
What you will need: • A large container that will hold water • Gravel or rocks • 
Small pond plants • Optional: some pond liner or silicon 
 
1 Find or buy a large container, such as: a half barrel, an old Belfast sink, or a 
big washing-up bowl. It will need to be strong to withstand being outside. 
2 Pick a site that gets a good amount of light, but isn’t in full sun all day. Put your 
container into your chosen place when it’s empty. You can sink your container 
into the ground or leave it on top, but lower edges will help creatures to get in 
and out. 
3 Prepare your pond before you fill your container with water, to make it water 
tight with silicon, or line a plant tray with butyl pond liner. Put a layer of clean 
gravel in the bottom if you wish, but don’t use soil. Make sure that wildlife can get 
in and out by using bricks, rocks or logs to create stepping stones into and out of 
the pond.  
4 Fill your pond using rainwater where possible.  
5 Add plants Submerged pondweed is vital to help your pond stay clear. Always 
use native plants, such as rigid hornwort and whorled water-milfoil. Include native 
marginal plants around the edges, to give perches and cover for wildlife. Try 
plants such as water forget-me-not, lesser spearwort and marsh marigold.  
6 Make sure it’s safe, do you need to fence off the pond?  
7 Aftercare Don’t worry if blanket weed tries to overrun your pond in the first few 

months – just remove it. As your pond matures, all the creatures you’ve attracted 

will help keep the water clear 



 

Helping House Sparrows  
 
Make a Nestbox  

Just think – the box you make could soon be filled with baby 

birds! 

• A plank 150-180 mm wide, 1330-1580 mm long and 
15 mm thick 
• 14 galvanised round-headed nails, 3.5 cm long 
• 6 small galvanised round-headed nails, 15 mm long 
• Strip of rubber (such as an old bike inner tube) 
• Small hammer 
Instructions 
1 Cut the plank up to the sizes shown 
here and drill the hole in the front of the box. 

2 Nail the sides to the back with three nails on each side. 
3 Slot the bottom piece into place and nail it to the lids.  
Use two nails on each side. 
4 Nail the front onto the sides with four nails. 

5 Using the small nails, fix one side of the rubber strip to the 
piece of wood for the lid – this will be the hinge. Put the lid on 
top of the box and nail the other side of the rubber strip to the 
box. Don’t nail down the lid though! 
6 Find a quiet place in your garden. The ideal spot is between two and  
five metres from the ground, out of the reach of cats, and facing between north 
and east.  
If you’re attaching it to a tree, use wire rather than nails. 

 
Hedges 
Can be one of the most important features for wildlife, but their value depends on the way they are 
managed, and the hedging material. Hedges can provide insect food and an abundance of berries. An 
established thick hedge can provide ideal nesting and roosting sites, as well as cover from predators. 
It may be the only hiding place in the garden. Whips should be planted between October and March; 
 
1 Pick tree species. Make sure that bare-rooted whips do not dry out 
2 Prepare the soil thoroughly before planting anything. Remove the 
turf from an area 0.5–1 m wide and dig a trench 30–40 cm deep. 
Remove large stones and all perennial weeds and their roots as you 
go, and break up compacted areas. 
3 Peg out the hedge line 
4 Enrich the soil with rotten manure, or peat free compost. 
5 The plants should be 30–45 cm apart, depending on their size. 
Large vigorous plants may need to be 60 cm apart. If you’d like a 
wide, dense hedge, plant the shrubs staggered in two rows, 30–45 
cm apart. 
6 For each plant, dig a hole bigger than the rootball. Spread out the 

roots, and remove weeds and damaged roots. Put the plant in the 

hole, with the soil mark level with the surface of the ground. Fill with 

soil, and heel the plant firmly in. Cut back unwanted or damaged 

side shoots. 

7 Once the row is planted, fork over the ground lightly, add a layer of 

mulch and water thoroughly. If rabbits or deer visit your garden, the  

newly-planted hedge needs protection from browsing. 

8 A new hedge will need care until it is established it is  

important to keep the hedge free from rank grass and weeds for the  

first few years. 

9 It is best to cut the hedge in the late autumn/winter 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa  

Hazel Corylus avellana 

Holly Ilex aquifolium  

Viburnum opulus (guelder rose) 

Crab apple Malus sylvestris  

Native privet, Ligustrum vulgare 

Yew Taxus baccata 

Spindle Euonymus europaeus 

Barberries The native Berberis 

vulgaris 

 



 

 

Water voles are protected by law so if you have them on your 

grounds it is best to leave them be and keep dogs away from 

them.  

Normally water voles are found near water. However in the 

east of our city we have a large population of fossorial water 

voles that live in Meadows.  

Water voles are generally not doing well in Britain and need our help so if you are lucky 

enough to have them, please let the local biological record centre know or send your records 

to lesbiodiversity@glasgow.gov.uk for more information go to 

www.glasgow.gov.uk/watervoles  
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Helping Swifts 

 
Swifts are protected by law so any nests should be left alone and uncovered by scaffolding.  

Swifts are migratory. They spend the winter in central and southern Africa, and the summer in 
Europe. They usually arrive back in Scotland in late April/early May  

Declined 39% in 16 years which we think is partly due to lack of nesting sight.  
 

You will need to place it high on the vertical wall of a building, 
ideally under the eaves, and it should be 5m (15 feet) above 
the ground, with an unobstructed flight path. Think of how a 
swift will approach the nest – it swoops down and then up to 
the nest site at speed, the upward ascent slowing it down to 
land. The box shouldn't be in direct sunlight, so an aspect 
between north and east is usually best. (Note: If you are 
having major renovation works done, you can use a special 
'swift brick'. These actually fit into the fabric of the outer house 
wall. However, it should only be done by a qualified builder) 
 
 

Measure out the pieces of your exterior plywood according to our diagram. Cut 
all the pieces, including the rectangular hole into the front, shown in black, 
4.5cm high and 8cm wide (the actual opening will be smaller once the box is 
made). 
 
Note: the dimensions shown are for 15mm thick wood. If your wood is different 
to that, the dimensions of the side pieces should be 150mm by 150mm minus 2 
x thickness of wood you are using, eg if you're using 18mm wood it would be 
150mm x 114mm. 
 
 
Assemble your nestbox 
You can use nails, glue or screws, but make sure you use screws to attach the 
front so it can be removed and cleaned at a later date. 
Ideally, attach a little wedge of wood just above the entrance to help shelter the 
entrance hole from the elements. You’ll need the wedge to have a sloping top to 
stop predators perching there. 
Putting up the box. Use the projections on the back plate of the box to screw 
firmly to the masonry of the house, just under the eaves. To be safe, avoid fixing it over doorways, 
windows or walkways, just in case it falls.  
 
Lure them in! We can't guarantee swifts will find your box, but you can increase the chances if you 
play taped calls of other swifts via a loud speaker during the breeding season (May-July). They can 
be bought from our good friends at Swift Conservation. If you are successful, swifts are sensitive to 
disturbance and protected by law, so just watch from the ground or install a nestbox camera before 
the breeding season starts. 
 
Create a swift colony. Swifts are gregarious birds which like to nest, feed and migrate in groups. 

They mate for life and like to return to the same nesting site year after year. So if you have space, 

why not put up a number of boxes, near each other. 

 

 

http://www.swift-conservation.org/


 

Helping Hedgehogs  

 
In the 1950s there were around 36 million of them, down to less than a million today. Something 
like 10 million have vanished since 2003.  
1 Help them get around 
If you have solid fencing, cut a small, 10cm doorway at ground level so hogs can pass through or 
consider replacing fences with hedging. If you have brick walls, perhaps you can create a space 
under the gate. 
 
2 Banish the slug pellets 
A hedgehog is an asset to any garden, hoovering up slugs, snails and other 
unwanted pests. Slug pellets are probably the easiest way to control slugs, 
but they will also poison the hedgehogs that eat them. There are other 
alternatives are beer traps, and physical barriers such as eggshells, used 
coffee grounds and squashed garlic. 
 
3 Reduce hog hazards 
Make sure to check bonfires before lighting. Garden ponds should always 
have a ‘way out’ for anything that falls in – such as half-submerged rocks near the edge. And always 
check long grass before strimming (or mowing) - hedgehogs won’t 
necessarily flee when they hear it coming.  
 
4 Food for hedgehogs  
Hedgehogs are also prone to starvation, and if they don’t find enough food 
throughout the summer and autumn they will not survive their winter 
hibernation. All sorts of wildlife will benefit if you can leave a corner of your 
garden to nature; leaving the grass long will also attract insects for them to 
feed on and give you somewhere to relocate unwanted slugs. Whatever 
you do, don’t give them bread and milk - there are plenty of much safer food 
options. Try wet or dry cat or dog food, sunflower hearts, minced meat or even cooked potatoes… 
and don’t forget to put out a dish of water on the ground. 
 
 5 Hedgehog shelter 
Hedgehogs need to snuggle away during the day. The long grass will also 
attract insects for them to feed on, give you somewhere to relocate 
unwanted slugs, and help hedgehogs hide - they’re very shy creatures. As 
well as hiding during the day, this time of year, they will be nesting and 
raising their young, and come winter they’ll need somewhere to hibernate.  
 
Make your hedgehog home. Cut out sections as shown on the diagram 
and nail all the pieces together except the roof. Fill the chamber with a layer 
of dead, dry leaves. Hedgehogs prefer small leaves such as birch, oak, 
hawthorn or hazel. Then screw the roof to the box so that you can remove it 
in future to clean the box out every year or two around April.  The box needs 
to be out of direct sunlight and the front entrance should be out of the wind in 
a quiet part of the garden under thick vegetation or behind a shed is ideal. 
 
 

https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/community/cfs-file.ashx/__key/communityserver-blogs-components-weblogfiles/00-00-05-27-10/r405896_5F00_hedgehog-home.jpg
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