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Mandy Freeman 
Planning Department 
Bassetlaw District Council 
Queen's Buildings, 
Potter Street, 
Worksop 
Nottinghamshire 
S80 2AH 
 
19 June 2014  
 
Dear Ms Freeman, 
 
Re: application no. 14/00645/FUL: “Saundby Wind Farm”: erection of a wind energy 
development comprising six turbines with a maximum overall height to vertical blade tip of 
up to 133m, construct vehicular access and on-site access tracks, crane pad and 
transformer kiosks, control buildings, anemometer mast, temporary construction 
compound and laydown area, flood storage area, install on site underground cables and 
other works ancillary to development on land to the South West of Dog Island off Ramper 
Road, Saundby, Nottinghamshire. 
 
Thank you for consulting the RSPB about this application. The RSPB is the country’s largest 
nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. Together with our partners, 
we protect threatened birds and wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once 
again. We own or manage 212 nature reserves, collectively extending over more than 150,000 
hectares. One of these is Beckingham Marshes nature reserve, directly north of the application site 
across the A631.  
 
Work to restore 94 hectares of wet grassland habitat at Beckingham Marshes began in 2005. The 
wider project includes low-key visitor facilities on site and an outreach programme to bring the 
site’s heritage into surrounding communities. The priority bird species we want to encourage are 
breeding waders like lapwings, redshanks and curlews, and a range of wintering waterfowl. All 
these birds are potentially sensitive to wind energy developments. 
 
Given our direct interest in land potentially affected by this development, we are pleased that the 
applicant has consulted with us at every stage of the process since 2010. Based on these 
discussions, and after very careful scrutiny of this application, we raise no objection to this 
proposal, provided that a number of conditions are met. These conditions are set out towards 
the end of this letter. 
 
Before that, you may find a more detailed explanation of our position and reasons helpful. The 
RSPB believes that climate change is one of the greatest threats to wildlife in the UK and world-
wide, and to our own way of life. It is essential that we make rapid and substantial cuts in 
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greenhouse gas emissions to stand a chance of keeping climate change to safe levels. Therefore, 
as a matter of principle we strongly support the sustainable development of wind power and other 
forms of renewable energy, both in the UK and globally, as one means of helping to mitigate 
climate change. 
 
The available evidence, from the UK and elsewhere, suggests that wind farms that are 
appropriately designed and sited do not pose a significant hazard for birds. We do, however, 
scrutinise every proposal and judge it on its own merits. To ensure that wind farms are sited 
appropriately we insist on environmental assessment before development is permitted.  To 
improve our understanding of risk, we insist on post-construction monitoring of effects where 
development goes ahead. 
 
While we strongly support the sustainable development of wind power we do object to wind farm 
proposals where: 

• Environmental assessment has been inadequate, pending full assessment 

• Assessment reveals potential problems 

• There is insufficient information to conclude that development will not threaten bird interest 

 
In this case, the applicant has carried out all the bird survey work we asked for, meeting or 
exceeding the minimum standards laid down in guidance by Natural England and others. The 
results suggest that there is no significant risk to bird populations as a result either of habitat loss 
or deaths by collision. Taking into account the available scientific evidence (notably, work done on 
the displacement effects of upland wind farms on breeding waders like curlews and golden 
plovers) we believe there is a small risk of disturbance displacement to bird populations of County 
importance (i.e. breeding curlews on the development site and on parts of our own nature reserve). 
Appendix 12.5 of the Environmental Statement (ES) Volume 1, chapter 12 confirms that this small 
risk exists, and that there is a small level of uncertainty about the conclusions. To mitigate this, the 
applicant has agreed to provide measures that should help improve the habitats these birds need, 
far enough from the turbines that no significant effects are likely. Over time, these measures 
should increase the local breeding wader population over and above the level that would otherwise 
be expected, with or without the wind turbines. We believe these measures are appropriate and 
proportionate to the situation. 
 
The RSPB is completely aware that wind turbines can be a contentious form of development, and 
that many people in nearby communities will have concerns about landscape and visual impacts, 
noise, traffic movements, shadow flicker and so on. However, none of these issues are likely to 
affect wildlife to any significant degree. As a nature conservation organisation, we are not equipped 
to comment or act on these issues.  
 
For the above reasons, the RSPB has decided not to object in principle. However, we have some 
relatively minor concerns. These can be addressed, either through conditions or if the applicant is 
prepared to confirm in writing that they are willing to undertake the action we ask for. We are 
contacting the applicant directly on all these points as well. 
 
1) There must be no northward movement of wind turbine WT1 during micro-siting. In 

paragraph 5.2.3 of the Design and Access Statement, the applicant asks for a condition to allow 

micro-siting of turbines up to 20m in any direction not otherwise constrained, as shown in figure 

3.1. Wind turbine WT1 (closest to our nature reserve) has an unconstrained area north of it. If 

WT1 was micro-sited closer to our reserve the RSPB would have to review our “no objection” 

position because this would increase the potential for a significant effect on breeding waders 

like curlews and lapwings, through disturbance and displacement from operational wind 
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turbine(s). The RSPB and the applicant have managed to reach agreement about the likely 

level of impacts from this wind energy development on breeding and wintering birds following 

months of discussion and ecological survey work: we are not prepared to accept movement of 

WT1 any closer to the edge of the nature reserve without very careful consideration. 

 
2) A copy of the Bird Monitoring Plan and monitoring outcomes must be shared with the 

RSPB. Paragraph 12.6.18 of ES Volume 1, chapter 12 states that results of the monitoring 

programme will be issued to relevant consultees. However, the RSPB is not listed in table 12.8. 

Since the Bird Monitoring Plan will (in part) rely on data supplied by the RSPB, and our reserve 

is the most significant feature of nature conservation interest potentially affected by the 

proposal, we must ask that copies of the report in years 1, 3, 5, 10 and 20 be supplied to us too, 

and that the applicant confirms that there will be scope for discussions between them and 

ourselves if the monitoring outcomes raise questions or concerns. 

 
3) There must be scope to review and increase mitigation and compensation delivery if 

monitoring outputs warrant it. Paragraph 12.6.18 of ES Volume 1, chapter 12 states that the 

monitoring will “allow an assessment of the predicted effects of the development in comparison 

with the actual observed effects”. We welcome this, but the commitment does not go far 

enough. The risk that actual effects are worse than predicted is small, but not zero. It would not 

be in anyone’s interests for this development to be permitted without provision to review the 

proposed mitigation or compensation to overcome an unexpected impact.  

 
4) There is a strong case for monitoring the effects of this proposal on local bat 

populations. Paragraph 11.9.13 of ES Volume 1, chapter 11 proposes that no bat monitoring 

shall be carried out. We are aware that Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust are looking at the 

implications of this proposal for bats, and we fully acknowledge their expertise in this matter. 

Having discussed this point we both agree that given how little is known about the impacts of 

wind turbines on bats in the UK (because so little post-construction monitoring has actually 

been done in this country), a bat monitoring programme should be put in place in this case, to 

test the accuracy of the predictions. Broadly speaking this could run on the same schedule as 

the proposed bird monitoring, and form part of an overall biodiversity monitoring report in years 

1, 3, 5, 10 and 20. Details of the monitoring programme should be agreed with the Wildlife Trust 

and other relevant organisations. 

 
5) Avoid construction during the bird breeding season. It is not clear what the applicant’s 

rationale for opting for construction during the bird breeding season is. Their own appraisal of 

potential construction impacts on birds suggests that avoiding the breeding season would have 

greatest mitigation benefit. ES Volume 1, chapter 12, section 12.5 highlights that construction is 

likely to disturb breeding curlews and lapwings, and wintering waders and wildfowl. In both 

cases, the likelihood is the same (“probable”) but the value of the receptors are different 

(breeding curlews etc are assessed as being of higher, “county” importance: wintering waders 

and wildfowl of lower, “local” importance). Therefore, it would make more sense to avoid 

impacts on the higher value “receptor”. 

 
Added to this is the need to consider the possible impact (and potential legal implications) of 
construction during the breeding season for barn owls, which are specially protected at all times 
under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). There is clearly 
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potential for barn owls to breed on or close to the site. It would be a criminal offence recklessly 
to disturb barn owls while a nest was being built or in use, or to disturb their dependent young. 
Therefore, we strongly advise the applicant to alter the proposed timing of construction. We also 
advise them that in our opinion, it is far from certain that maintaining a 50m stand-off distance 
between wind farm construction activity and any barn owl nest sites (as proposed in table 12.9) 
will adequately mitigate the risk of disturbance, and therefore (potentially) the risk of committing 
an offence under the 1981 Act. 
 
Unless there are sound technical reasons or other material planning considerations why 
construction cannot take place outside the main bird breeding season (and we see nothing in 
the application to suggest such constraints), the CEMP should specify that construction will only 
take place in the period 1 August to 15 March – i.e. outside the main breeding season. 
Construction activity in the period 1 August to 30 September would still have to take into 
consideration the possibility that dependent young of barn owls might be present, and 
appropriate pre-construction surveys carried out. These matters should be secured by a 
planning condition on any planning permission. 
 

6) If the design of the permanent meteorological mast is changed at any stage to one that 

needs bracing wires, these must be fitted with appropriate reflectors to reduce collision 

risks for birds. We have noted that the current mast design is a free-standing, 80m-high lattice 

tower as shown on Figure 4.5. We accept this design is not a significant collision hazard, but if 

the design changes for any reason, any bracing wires may pose a more significant risk. 

Reflectors of various kinds have proved to be an effective mitigation measure. 

 
7) There must be a condition on any planning permission, which states no work can begin 

on site before a Construction Drainage Plan (CDP) has been approved in writing by the 

Local Planning Authority.  As noted in ES Volume 1, chapter 14, Beckingham Marshes nature 

reserve is downstream from the development site, and connected to it by the Beckingham Main 

Drain. The CDP must provide full and reliable mitigation against any downstream effects on our 

nature reserve, through water pollution, changes to water flow rates etc.  

 
8) There must be a condition on any planning permission, which states that no work can 

begin on site before a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been 

approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The purpose and objective of the 

CEMP are outlined in ES Volume 1, chapter 12, paragraphs 12.4.11-12.4.13. The CEMP should 

also cover the habitat reinstatement measures discussed in paragraph 12.4.14. 

 
9) We need clear assurance that the applicant will provide funding for the proposed habitat 

enhancement measures to take place outside the planning application boundary, as 

outlined in ES Volume 1, chapter 18, Table 18.1 (p18-8). These measures include installation 

of anti-predator fencing on parts of the nature reserve, and enhancement of wetland habitats 

through creating extra swales and ponds (subject to any separate permission that may be 

required). Since these measures are in response to risks arising from operation of the wind 

farm, they must be in place before the wind farm becomes operational. Normally, we would ask 

the Local Planning Authority to consider preparing a Section 106 Obligation to secure off-site 

compensation measures where the cooperation of a third party was required. However, as the 

RSPB is directly involved here, we would be prepared in this case to accept a unilateral written 

undertaking from the applicant to the RSPB that they will commit funding to these measures. 
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The RSPB reserves the right to modify our position if any of the above conditions or 
undertakings cannot be met. 
 
Detailed comments on the EIA report 
 
We have further detailed comments on parts of the ES which may help the Local Planning 
Authority as it considers the ecological and landscape issues raised by this proposal. We have 
placed these comments in an annex to this letter. These include minor corrections of fact and 
interpretation but in our view do not require any planning condition, or undertaking by the applicant. 
 
We hope our response is of assistance to you. I would be grateful to be kept informed of this 
application’s progress, particularly as many people in the local community are RSPB supporters 
and volunteers and will undoubtedly take a keen interest in this application and our response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Colin Wilkinson MSc MRTPI 
Senior Conservation Planner 
 
 
 
CC. Claire Sambridge, Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
 David Cassidy, Partnerships for Renewables 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 


