
 

13th July 2015 
 
Reference: 13/04469/S36 
 
Energy Consents and Deployment Unit 
4th Floor 
5 Atlantic Quay 
150 Broomielaw 
Glasgow 
G2 8LU 
 
representations@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 -   SECTION 36 FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 
ON THE PROPOSED STRATHY WOOD WIND FARM IN SUTHERLAND 

Thank you for consulting RSPB Scotland on this amended proposal and the further environmental 
information. This submission should be read in conjunction with our response to the Energy Consents 
and Deployment Unit on this site, dated 24th January 2014.  
 
RSPB Scotland strongly supports the development of appropriately sited renewable energy projects 
that can contribute to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and so help combat climate change, 
which is one of the biggest threats to wildlife in Scotland and around the world. However, these 
developments should not be permitted to damage Scotland’s most important wildlife sites, including 
the blanket bogs of Caithness and Sutherland in which this proposal is located. 
 
We welcome the reduction in turbine numbers from 26 to 18 in this revised proposal and the removal 
of turbines that were to be sited in the Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands Special Protection Area 
(SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC). We are, however, concerned that it is still intended to 
site some turbines in areas where forestry has been removed with the intention of restoring the 
original blanket bog environment. Although the environmental assessment has been greatly 
strengthened by the incorporation of 2014 data, we still have concerns about the adequacy of some of 
the data.  We therefore object, for the following reasons: 
 

 It has not been demonstrated that the proposed development will not affect the 
integrity of the adjacent Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands SPA. 

 The proposed development is likely to result in unacceptable harm to qualifying 
interests of the SPA, specifically hen harrier and red-throated diver, and is also likely 
to be damaging to greenshank, dunlin and golden plover. There is likely to be an 
adverse impact on hen harriers at NHZ scale. 

 The proposed development would prevent restoration to blanket bog of land where 
tree removal was previously funded by the EU Life Programme with the long term aim 
of being brought into the SAC. It will create a permanent legacy of turbine bases, 
roads, hard-standings and damaged peatland hydrology, even after decommissioning. 
This would permanently constrain not only peatland habitat restoration on the site 
itself, but also re-establishment of the conservation value of the site to its wider setting 
in the Caithness & Sutherland Peatlands SPA and SAC. This would be inconsistent 
with the objectives of the Habitats and Birds Directives, and is likely to undermine 
potential designation of the Flow Country as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

 The adverse impact of this proposal, combined with the turbine array that is being 
constructed at Strathy North and the proposed development at Strathy South (if 
consented), is likely to give rise to a cumulative adverse impact on the qualifying 
interests of the Caithness and Sutherlands SPA that is greater than the sum of the 
impacts of the individual developments  



 
 
Further details of RSPB Scotland’s updated objection are provided in an Appendix to this submission. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alison Searl 
Conservation Officer, North Highland 



 

 

APPENDIX 

1 Effects of Strathy North wind farm construction activities on 2014 ornithological data 
 
1.1 The construction of the Strathy North wind farm will have been associated with noise and 

visual impacts during the 2014 survey period that could have affected the ornithological 
observations reported for the Strathy Wood project. For example, activities at Strathy North 
may have impacted on hen harrier foraging activity and red throated diver feeding trips by 
displacing birds that would have normally flown over the Strathy North site and this may have 
contributed to the reported lack of breeding success of these species at Strathy Wood. The 
disturbance may also have displaced ground-based and avian predators into the Strathy 
Wood area and increased predation pressure on some bird species including waders and the 
young of hen harriers or red throated divers, as well as increasing competition for prey, 
particularly for raptors. The applicant makes no reference to the potential impact of the activity 
at Strathy North on the 2014 ornithological observations. 

 
2 Hen harrier  
 
2.1 RSPB Scotland welcomes the provision of additional survey data from 2014. The 2014 survey 

effort complies with the minimum required by SNH guidance. In 2014 two confirmed hen 
harrier nest sites and a possible third nest site were reported within the development area and 
a further two possible nest sites within 1 km of the site boundary. We note that low breeding 
success in both 2011 and 2014 was attributed to predation as foxes and pine martins have 
been observed in the vicinity. The potential impacts of construction of the Strathy North wind 
farm on hen harrier foraging activities and hence food availability are not discussed by the 
applicant.  

 
2.2 The applicant states that hen harriers were not known to be present at Strathy Wood prior to 

the felling of coniferous plantation that led to the creation of an attractive habitat for hen 
harrier prey amongst the brash as well as for nesting. The applicant claims that future hen 
harrier numbers would be expected to decline as the brash breaks down and the habitat 
provides less shelter for hen harrier prey or hen harrier nests In addition, the applicant 
considers that hen harrier habitat is available at distances outside of a 500 m zone of 
potential displacement and that the NHZ is at less than carrying capacity. It is implied that hen 
harriers displaced by the development could readily relocate elsewhere in the NHZ although it 
is unclear whether there is sufficient alternative good quality hen harrier habitat available, 
particularly as hen harriers are site faithful and generally nest within 1 km of previous nest 
sites. Even if the low population density within the NHZ is not due to limited prey availability, it 
is possible that some other environmental constraint exists such as limited availability of 
nesting habitat.  The current density of hen harrier nests within the development area is 
considerably greater than the NHZ average (0.0067-0.0077 pairs/km2 based on the SNH 
2012 estimate of the NHZ population or 0.011 pairs/km2 if based on the Fielding et al 2011 
population estimate). The loss of and/or reduction in quality of nesting habitat in and around 
the proposed turbine array is likely to have a significant impact on the local availability of 
nesting habitat and an associated adverse impact on the NHZ population. It is also possible 
that prey availability across much of the NHZ is much lower than assumed by the applicant. 
Hen harrier pairs displaced by a wind farm development at Strathy Wood may therefore be 
lost to the NHZ rather than simply displaced. Given that North and South Strathy appear to be 
currently unattractive for hen harrier, RSPB Scotland considers that the habitat loss arising 
from Strathy Wood is likely to be both locally important and important in the overall context of 
the SPA and NHZ. 

 
2.3 There are considerable uncertainties in the results of collision risk modelling based on a 

limited number of observed flights over a small proportion of the total hours over which hen 
harrier will have been active each year. A fundamental difficulty with an estimate of collision 
risk based on flight observations made on an afforested site, when turbines are actually to be 
sited in the area once it is cleared of trees, is that it is assumed that birds’ usage of the site 
will be unchanged. This is very unlikely to be true and so a precautionary approach to 
assessment of impacts is merited. 

 



 

 

2.4 The collision risk estimate based on flight data for 2011, the year with the greatest level of 
survey effort in terms of hours of observation, was considerably greater that the average risk 
based on the observations for 2010, 2011 and 2014. The applicant does not discuss the 
substantial disparity in the collision risk estimates for the three years for which modelling was 
undertaken. It would seem likely that the reliability of the observational data would increase 
with the number of hours of observation such that the combined estimate of collision risk 
should have been weighted to take account of observational effort. Weighting the collision risk 
estimate to reflect survey effort leads to an increase from 0.108 to 0.130 birds/annum for the 
Strathy Wood turbines without taking account of cumulative impacts.  

 
2.5 The annual collision risks calculated by the applicant are likely to have be further under-

estimated by the omission of risky flight behaviours such as sky dancing (display flights) from 
the modelling process. Given the current use of the area in and around the proposed turbines 
for nesting and the site faithfulness of hen harrier, it is likely that sky dancing will continue at 
this location into the period of turbine operation. Additionally, in two of the years for which 
collision risk estimates have been derived, the breeding attempts by the hen harriers within 
the development site failed such that the levels of flight activity would have been much lower 
than if chicks had survived until fledging.  

 
2.6 We are, however, pleased that the collision risk modelling takes account of the cumulative 

impact of the existing wind farms within the NHZ and the possibility that both Strathy South 
and Strathy Wood are consented. The applicant’s estimate of cumulative collision risk for all 
of the existing and consented wind turbines and the proposed turbines at Strathy South is 
1.27 birds per annum without weighting estimated collision rates by hours of observation 
which might have given a higher risk estimate, as at Strathy Wood. The impact of such a loss 
would seem substantial as measured against the estimated 14 breeding pairs within the SPA 
or 35-40 breeding pairs in the NHZ (SNH 2012).  The loss of an adult bird through collision 
during the breeding season would be likely to lead to the loss of its chicks and is likely to 
reduce the number of successful breeding hen harrier pairs within the NHZ. Given that sky 
dancing was not considered specifically as part of the collision risk modelling at any of the 
wind farm sites, the combined collision risk is likely to be substantially under-estimated. 

 
2.7 We note that the applicant plans to maintain an area of high value hen harrier habitat at least 

500 m from the nearest turbine and to clear brash in the turbine area in order to reduce prey 
availability and the potential attractiveness to hen harriers there. The proposal to plant native 
woodland within the turbine area would be anticipated, however, to be highly attractive to hen 
harriers during the early stages of establishment. The applicant states that hen harriers have 
responded to positive management techniques where used elsewhere but no specific details 
are provided on the nature of the intended high value hen harrier habitat.   The applicant also 
states that hen harriers would benefit from predator control but does not provide detail on 
what is planned. The habitat management plan presented by the applicant indicates that a 
short sward is to be maintained in order to reduce the attractiveness of the area within the 
turbine array for nesting hen harriers and for hen harrier prey. No information is presented on 
how sward length is to be maintained and given that there is no intention to introduce 
livestock to the site or to manage grazing, we doubt that it will be feasible to maintain a 
sufficiently short sward throughout each breeding season to deter hen harriers from nesting 
and ensure that potential hen harrier prey are kept below levels where the area would 
become attractive for foraging. In any event, even if nesting were to be prevented and 
foraging effort here severely reduced, this would have little impact on the incidence of risky, 
sky dancing, flights which can occur at some considerable distance from nest sites and 
occurs independently of the nature of ground cover. 

 
2.8 The applicant notes that hen harriers are susceptible to disturbance at distances of ≤750 m. 

This implies that it is highly likely that hen harrier will be disturbed and displaced during wind 
farm construction. Although the applicant dismisses disturbance as a short term impact of 
limited significance, the medium term impact on the NHZ population arising from the potential 
breeding failure of 3 hen harrier pairs within a single season has not been assessed.  

 
2.9 The attraction of hen harriers away from the turbine area may reduce the risk of collision 

mortality but the net loss of potential hen harrier habitat, over that which would be available in 



 

 

the absence of the wind farm development, is of concern.  The applicant’s own assessment 
has concluded that there are likely to be significant adverse impacts on hen harrier arising 
from habitat loss and disturbance. RSPB Scotland considers that the applicant has failed to 
demonstrate the absence of a significant risk to the long term viability of the NHZ and SPA 
hen harrier populations. 

 
3 Red-throated diver 
 
3.1 RSPB Scotland is pleased to note that the focal diver VP watches undertaken in 2014 

exceeded the minimum SNH requirements. The 750+ m buffer zone between the existing red-
throated diver nest site and the location of any planned works is consistent with current 
guidance in relation to avoiding disturbance of nesting birds, although the applicant 
acknowledges that displacement effects can occur at distances of 2 km for this species. 

 
3.2 Red-throated divers fly at heights that would make them susceptible to collision with turbine 

blades although there is evidence suggesting that they generally avoid flying close to 
turbines. The extent to which turbine arrays act as a barrier to red-throated diver flight paths 
as a result of avoidance behaviour and the potential displacement of red-throated diver from 
breeding territories is not fully understood. Burgar Hill in Orkney has been cited as an 
example of where red-throated divers are present in close proximity to wind turbines, although 
there is evidence that numbers are lower than before the wind farm was present, whereas 
there appears to have been total displacement of red-throated divers around the Smøla wind 
farm in Norway.  

 
3.3 The VP observations described in the FEI indicate that a substantial proportion (57%) of red-

throated diver flights from the lochans within the southern part of the development area 
currently head towards the proposed turbine array. This implies that both barrier effects and 
collision risk may be of concern. It seems likely that the presence of wind turbines will reduce 
the attractiveness of the lochans within the development area for breeding red-throated 
divers. The positioning of Strathy Wood between the turbine arrays being erected at Strathy 
North and those that may be erected at Strathy South (if consented) will create a continuous 
barrier to red-throated diver flight paths that will extend over several kilometres. The barrier 
effect will be further enhanced by the additional presence of wind turbines at Bettyhill. The 
presence of multiple wind farm developments within this area would be anticipated to 
adversely impact on red-throated diver foraging flights to the north coast from potential 
breeding lochans over a substantial area of the SPA. Longer flights to forage in the sea due to 
the presence of multiple wind farms will impair the birds’ ability to provision chicks and lead to 
reduced breeding productivity. 

 
3.4 Although divers are unlikely to fly into the collision zone of wind turbines under conditions of 

good visibility, mist and associated poor visibility is common during the spring/summer in 
northern Scotland and is likely to be associated with a significant risk of collision mortality. 
The applicant predicts that over the 25 year operational period of Strathy Wood, between one 
and four red-throated divers may be killed by collision with turbines at Strathy Wood, 
depending on which year of observational data is used in the risk modelling. Notably, the 
collision risk calculated from the observational data that the applicant has highlighted to have 
the greatest reliability equates to about four red-throated divers over 25 years, rather higher 
than the pooled risk estimate used in the population viability modelling. Red-throated divers 
are long-lived birds that take several years to reach breeding age. The loss of a breeding 
adult would be anticipated to have a relatively greater impact on population growth than for 
species with a shorter lifespan. When the collision risks associated with Strathy North, Strathy 
South and Bettyhill are considered, the applicant’s estimate of combined risk is about 0.34 
red-throated divers per annum or 8-9 red-throated divers over 25 years compared with an 
estimated SPA population of 89 pairs in the SPA citation or the more recent estimate of 39 
breeding pairs made by Dillon et al (2009). The applicant’s population viability modelling 
shows that the red-throated diver population would be predicted to slowly increase despite the 
increased mortality arising from collisions with turbines, providing that breeding starts from 



 

 

age 3 or 4, although if it is assumed that the onset of breeding is delayed until the age of 51, 
the population modelling demonstrates that the collision mortality would contribute to a slow 
population decline. There is uncertainty in the age that red throated divers start breeding as 
the data are limited and provide inconsistent findings. The applicant justifies excluding the 
population viability estimates based on the assumed age of first breeding for 5 years from 
further consideration because the baseline modelling based on this assumption indicates that 
the population would be in decline. The applicant disputes that the population is declining 
despite the absence of reliable population trend data for the Caithness and Sutherland 
Peatlands SPA. Given that there is no evidence that the SPA population is growing, it is 
unclear whether the applicant’s model adequately accounts for all causes of mortality, 
breeding failure and the delay until adult birds start breeding. Collision mortality would be 
additional to other population pressures (as opposed to substituting for another cause of 
death such as starvation) and it seems unlikely that the increase in collision mortality would 
not have an adverse impact on the SPA population. 

 
3.5 RSPB Scotland does not consider that the applicant has adequately assessed the risk to red-

throated divers within the SPA or demonstrated that there is no significant risk to the long 
term viability of the SPA population as a result of the cumulative impacts of consented and 
planned wind farm developments in and around Strathy Forest. 

 
4 Greenshank, dunlin and golden plover 
 
4.1 RSPB Scotland does not consider that the surveys and assessments that the applicant has 

performed for these species are adequate or that they meet the requirements of 
contemporary SNH guidance as specific wader surveys were conducted only over one 
season and the data are over 5 years old. Waders are most active at dawn and dusk and are 
most likely to display early in the breeding season. Standard survey techniques, such as the 
Brown and Shepherd method recommended in SNH guidance are known to under-estimate 
true numbers of breeding waders. The 2013 ES indicated that wader surveys were 
undertaken in 2009 within the wind farm boundaries and a surrounding 500 m buffer. Three 
surveys were undertaken in that year but one of these was in late July and thus outside of the 
recommended time period for conducting surveys of breeding waders.  It was reported that 
three pairs of golden plovers and one pair of greenshanks were detected but no location 
information was provided.  

 
4.2 The applicant has now provided further information about breeding waders (greenshank, 

dunlin, golden plover) for 2011, 2013 and 2014 although no specific wader surveys appear to 
have been undertaken since 2009. No evidence is presented that demonstrates 
comprehensive survey coverage of the development area and a surrounding 500 m buffer.  
The survey effort described for 2011 indicates that breeding bird surveys were conducted 
along the access track and in forestry during June and July rather than between April and 
June as recommended by the Common Bird Census methodology referenced by the 
applicant. This is relatively late in the breeding season and after the period in which waders 
would have been displaying and thus most visible.   

 
4.3 VP surveys were conducted in 2011, 2013 and 2014. The VP locations are more than 2 km 

from much of the potential wader habitat within and adjacent to the development area. The 2 
km distance required under SNH guidance for VP observations is appropriate for large bird 
species such as raptors and divers but smaller species such as waders have reduced 
detection rates at distances >0.5 km. Waders are also difficult to see because they are well 
camouflaged and have behaviours that mean that they can easily be missed by observers. In 
principle it is possible to calibrate VP observations to account for the reduction in bird visibility 
with distance but this is not possible if there are few or no observations of the species of 
interest as is the case for waders in this assessment. The VP surveys undertaken in 2011 
were conducted with viewsheds that only covered the west and north of the area for the part 
of the season when breeding waders may have been present. The south-east part of the 
development area was only observed in August and September, by which time virtually all 

                                                
1 The assumption was made in the case of the Viking wind farm proposal in Shetland that red-
throated divers commence breeding at five years, based on a long-running study of the species there. 



 

 

waders will have left the site.   The 2013 survey was focussed on diver activity and only 
included observations covering about half the development area and excluding a significant 
proportion of potential wader habitat within the development site and a 500 m buffer. The 
2014 VP surveys focussed on both divers and hen harriers and provide better coverage of the 
development site and 500 m buffer, although much of the potential wader habitat was at a 
distance at which waders would have very poor visibility.   

 
4.4 Although some of the VP surveys were conducted during the wader breeding season (April-

June), more than half were conducted later in the summer when levels of activity are likely to 
have been much lower. In addition most of the VP surveys were conducted during the 
daytime rather than during the early morning or evening when wader activity is likely to be 
greatest and this is likely to have further contributed to an under-estimation of the number of 
waders present.  

 
4.5 The wader records for 2011, 2013 and 2014 are superimposed on a single map without 

separation by year which means it is impossible to assess where breeding pairs may have 
been present in any individual year. In the absence of specific survey effort in those years, it 
seems likely that the true number of waders has been under-estimated. The previous removal 
of coniferous forestry plantation that was partly funded under the LIFE programme and the 
presence of small pools within the area of the turbine array would be anticipated to make this 
area particularly attractive to greenshanks which occur more commonly in cleared forestry 
than golden plover or dunlin. The breeding density of greenshanks in the Caithness and 
Sutherland Peatlands SPA in the vicinity of Strathy Forest is thought to be above the SPA 
average indicating that the area is important for greenshanks.  

 
4.6 The applicant has assessed the significance of potential displacement of greenshanks from 

the turbine zone as negligible due to the availability of alternative, suitable, habitat nearby. 
Given, however, that greenshanks have large territories and are site faithful, the loss of 
habitat due to disturbance during the construction of the turbines, turbine operation and 
ongoing maintenance visits may lead to breeding pairs being lost to the SPA rather than 
simply displaced. 

 
4.7 The applicant had insufficient data to be able to undertake collision risk modelling for upland 

waders based on VP survey data. Given the poor visibility of these species during VP surveys 
and the expected change in abundance once the area is cleared of trees, SNH commissioned 
a modelling study of greenshank collision risk for the proposed turbine array at Strathy South 
that was based on an understanding of expected greenshank behaviour. The outcome of the 
SNH study suggested a substantially greater risk of collision for breeding greenshank than 
that predicted from VP observations. The availability of suitable greenshank breeding habitat 
within the area of the proposed turbine array at Strathy Wood would be expected to create a 
similar significant risk of collision mortality during display flights. The presence of existing 
mature and newly planted trees within much of the area covered by the turbine array is likely 
to limit the attractiveness of the turbine zone for golden plover and dunlin as the turbines that 
are proposed for open parts of the site will be in areas that will be subject to woodland edge 
effects. Both these species show a marked reduction in abundance in areas of the SPA 
adjacent to forestry. This so-called “edge effect” is thought to be related to the anticipated 
presence of predators within woodland areas. 

 
4.8 Given that the number of greenshanks in the application area appears to exceed 1% of that of 

the adjacent SPA, the impacts of possible displacement or collision mortality of greenshanks 
is of concern. As the SPA populations of golden plover and dunlin exceed 1000 pairs, RSPB 
Scotland would agree that the loss of a small number of pairs at this individual site adjacent to 
the SPA cannot be considered a significant impact, although the cumulative impact of all wind 
farms in the local area might give rise to a reduction in the wader population of about 1% (see 
below).  

  



 

 

5 Prevention of restoration to blanket bog of land where tree removal was previously 
funded by the EU Life Programme 

 
5.1 The removal of trees from this area will have increased the attractiveness of adjacent areas of 

the adjoining SPA for waders (by reduction of “edge effect”) as well as creating an open 
corridor between previously separated parts of the SPA.  We welcome the reduction in the 
number of turbines that are to be sited on this ground but are disappointed that the revised 
proposal still includes three turbines on this land (turbine 14 – moved on to this ground from 
inside the SPA, turbines 17 and 24).  This will prevent full restoration of blanket bog hydrology 
and the turbines will encroach on the open corridor that has been created by felling. The 
turbines are likely to reduce the attractiveness of this ground to species such as hen harrier 
and greenshank that have benefited from the removal of the plantation conifers.  The turbines 
are also like to deter the long-term re-occupation of this area by golden plover and dunlin. 
Although the applicant has indicated that bog restoration will continue on part of the cleared 
land, the presence of the turbines and the creation of an island of habitat intended to be 
particularly attractive to hen harriers will be detrimental to species such as golden plover and 
dunlin that might have otherwise benefited from the intended bog restoration. 

 
5.2 The presence of turbines is likely to prevent or delay eventual incorporation of the cleared 

land into the SPA/SAC.  The construction of turbines on this land is particularly inappropriate 
given that the public funding for tree removal was granted on the understanding that the land 
was to be restored to fully functional bog habitat. 

 
6 Cumulative impacts 
 
6.1 If all three wind farms within the former Strathy Forest area are consented and built, the 

turbine footprint will cover an extensive area. The adverse impacts on SPA qualifying 
interests associated with the development of all three wind farms would be additional to those 
associated with other nearby existing and consented wind farms that impact on, or are likely 
to impact on, the SPA. Felling and peatland restoration within the footprint of the Strathy 
Forest wind farms would have led to reinstatement of habitats suitable for peatland species 
such as hen harrier and upland waders for which the adjacent SPA is designated. These 
benefits are likely to be lost or severely diminished. 

 
6.2 Wind turbines are likely to impact on SPA qualifying interests through a combination of 

displacement, barrier effects and collision mortality. There is no evidence that the SPA 
populations of red-throated diver, hen harrier, greenshank, golden plover and dunlin have the 
capacity to readily recover from the loss of breeding pairs through collision mortality or habitat 
loss.   

 
6.3 The combined turbine arrays of Strathy Wood, Strathy North and, potentially, Strathy South 

will represent a major barrier to red-throated divers commuting between nest sites and the 
sea. The creation of such a large, near-contiguous area of wind turbines will impact on red-
throated divers and black-throated divers commuting between nest sites and feeding grounds 
over a much wider area than considered in the impact assessment for any of the three 
individual developments. This is likely to force divers to make longer journeys to forage and 
may reduce the attractiveness of potential nest sites across a large area of the SPA. Red-
throated divers are long lived and the loss of mature birds through collision mortality will have 
a disproportionate impact on the number of breeding individuals within the SPA and 
population viability.  

 
6.4 Hen harriers may be susceptible to displacement from the areas occupied by wind turbines, 

although as pairs have been found to nest within 250 m of turbines, collision mortality is a real 
risk, particularly during display flights. The impacts of displacement and collision risk will 
increase as the number and density of turbines increases within habitat used by these 
species. 

 
6.5 Greenshanks typically have large territories in order to accommodate differing requirements 

for nesting and feeding habitat. The displacement of greenshanks by distances of up to 800 m 
from the turbine array and surroundings would imply a substantial loss of habitat with a 



 

 

consequent impact on breeding numbers (equivalent >1% SPA population) if impact is 
considered across the three Strathy wind farms.  

 
6.6 In addition to the large area that may potentially be covered by turbines, the combined scale 

and duration of construction activity across the three Strathy sites is likely to give rise to 
considerably greater disturbance to breeding birds than assessed for any of the individual 
sites. Given that disturbance is likely to arise over a number of successive years, breeding 
success may be reduced over a number of consecutive seasons. This could give rise to a 
serious impact on the local population viability of some species and abandonment of some 
currently held nesting territories. Red- throated diver, hen harrier and greenshank may all be 
subject to significant adverse impacts.  

 
6.7 There is also no evidence that the current populations of hen harrier, red-throated diver and 

waders in the adjacent parts of the SPA are sustainable if breeding success is permanently 
compromised by reduced access to food as a result of barrier effects (divers), displacement 
from foraging areas (hen harrier) and displacement from both nesting and foraging habitat 
(waders) or compromised over a period of several years as a result of disturbance during 
wind farm construction.  

 
6.8 RSPB Scotland does not consider that the proposed mitigation measures would compensate 

for overall loss of habitat to SPA qualifying interests that will arise as a result of the 
development of all three Strathy wind farms. 

 


