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Proposals to address the environment
and climate emergency
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Halt the decline in nature and
put it on a path to recovery
and champion similar ambition
around the world
Proposed manifesto commitments:
• A
 void a no-deal Brexit, and the risks it brings to
our environmental standards and enforcement.
Commit to non-regression on environmental
protections, including in any future relationship
with the EU and ensure continued collaboration
for the benefit of species and habitats regionally
and globally.
• L
 egislate to tackle the extinction crisis, placing a
legal obligation on this and future governments to
act for the recovery of nature, underpinned by
targets enshrined in law.
• Secure robust, independent and transparent
governance processes with clear accountability to
uphold the law and stand up for our environment.
• A
 llocate at least £42 billion of public
expenditure per year (roughly 5% of
Government spending) to help address the
environment and climate emergencies at home
and abroad including approximately £9 billion a
year for nature (e.g. a sustainable approach to
land management, habitat enhancement on land
and at sea and native woodland expansion,
sustainable fisheries and large-scale
environmental restoration in the UK and its
Overseas Territories).
• E
 stablish a new unit in HM Treasury, and create
a new Ministerial remit, with responsibility to
address the environment and climate
emergencies, ensuring cross-government
coherence on economic policy and public spending
and making environmental performance a
systematic element of macroeconomic planning.

The UK Government has responsibility for reserved
matters. As environment is a devolved issue, many
of the proposals relate to England only.
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• M
 andate and fund resilient, connected, ecological
networks with protected sites as the foundation,
ensuring they are monitored, protected and well
managed. Create new protected areas where
these are needed so that at least 30% of land
and sea is protected for wildlife and wellmanaged by 2030.
• I mplement the proposals of the Landscapes
Review and the third review of Special
Protection Areas so that National Parks, AONBs
and SPAs lead the fight against the environment
and climate emergency in England.
• C
 ommission an independent review on the
sustainability of driven grouse moor
management with a view to introducing a
licensing system.
• Implement an immediate ban on burning on
upland peatland habitats and end the extraction
and use of peat for horticulture.
• H
 alt the illegal persecution of wildlife by
enforcing the law on illegal killing and disturbance,
and resource those responsible for monitoring
and tackling wildlife crime.
• P
 rovide a robust and well-resourced planning
system with access to expert ecologists and
strategic planners ensuring improved strategic
spatial planning for nature.
• L
 egislate so all new developments deliver a net
gain for biodiversity and ensure habitats that are
created or enhanced through the new system are
secured permanently.
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Proposed manifesto commitments:

• R
 estore and enhance our water environments
through a robust investment, monitoring, and
implementation programme.

Deliver fundamental reform
of agriculture and food
policy to drive nature’s recovery
• Enshrine in law a commitment to provide
sufficient public support to land-owners
and farmers to help achieve our nature and
climate goals.
• P
 lace the provision of public goods at the centre
of future land management payments and
ensure payment schemes are designed to
deliver protection and recovery for priority
habitats and wildlife.
• Secure a ‘just transition’ for farming, including
funding support, plus investment now in existing
schemes to deliver environmental improvement in
the next five years.
• Set a target to ensure that the agriculture
industry is equipped to meet an industry specific
net zero GHG emissions by 2040, in ways that
enhance the overall sustainability of the industry
and drive the recovery of nature.
• Introduce pesticide reduction targets, commit to
designing and implementing a pesticides tax and
increase support for and research into
sustainable farming methods with less reliance
on chemicals. Tax revenues should be re-invested
into better understanding pesticide impacts on
human health and wildlife, and supporting
sustainable farming.

Create a major recovery
plan for our seas

Proposed manifesto commitments:

• P
 repare our coastlines and communities for the
impacts of climate change using nature-based
solutions, such as managed realignment, to
restore our salt marshes and mudflats and
increase our blue carbon opportunities.
• S
 afeguard 30% of the world’s oceans by 2030
so they are well managed for nature’s recovery,
ensuring that wildlife and habitats within these
sites are protected from destructive or extractive
activities, including fishing and mining. In addition,
lead by example through a commitment to
highly protect at least 50% of all British waters,
collectively across the UK and in partnership
with our Overseas Territories (e.g. South
Sandwich Islands).
• T
 ackle fisheries by-catch, eliminating the
incidental capture and drowning of seabirds,
cetaceans and other marine wildlife in
fishing gear.
• H
 alt the commercial extraction of forage fish as
keystone species in the marine ecosystem, such
as sandeels and sprats, to enable the recovery of
high-level predators such as seabirds.
• F
 und a rolling programme of island restoration
in the UK and its Overseas Territories to ensure
that vulnerable wildlife is protected from the
impacts of alien invasive species.
• E
 nsure a robust and well-evidenced marine
planning system designed to help restore resilient
ecosystems through an ecosystem-based
approach to sustainable development and
marine activities.
• R
 educe pollution of our seas by taking a wide
range of measures to slash waste at source, boost
recycling, phase out the most harmful products,
and tackle complex chemical pollution.

The UK Government has responsibility for reserved
matters. As environment is a devolved issue, many
of the proposals relate to England only.
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Legislate for a Net Zero
emissions target for 2045
and a commitment to invest in
nature-based climate solutions
including through our
programme of Overseas
Development Aid (ODA)
Proposed manifesto commitments:
• R
 each net zero by 2045 supported by stable,
long-term and investable policies, and raise
the UK’s international contribution under the
Paris Agreement.
• M
 ap, protect and restore carbon and nature rich
areas on land and at sea across the UK and the
UK’s Overseas Territories by supporting their
integration into national land use planning,
including in strategic and local plans, and
throughout planning decision-making to
secure their protection, restoration and
good management.
• D
 eliver sustainable woodland expansion via a
strategic approach with a focus on delivering
native tree and woodland cover.
• E
 nsure strategic spatial planning of offshore
wind to avoid deployment in environmentally
sensitive places, allowing wind power to drive
down emissions in a way which is in harmony
with nature.
• Introduce measures to boost the uptake of
nature friendly solar and onshore wind, including
renewed participation in the Government’s
Contracts for Difference auction scheme as
recommended by the Committee on Climate
Change. This includes diverting subsidies from
unsustainable biomass combustion facilities
to support these renewables as well as
investment in energy efficiency and demand
management measures.
• Deliver a significant uplift in the amount of ODA
invested in nature-based climate solutions.
• Continue to shift away from fossil fuels by
announcing a permanent end to fracking, and
stop carbon-intensive infrastructure such as HS2
and Heathrow’s 3rd runway.
• Legislate to ensure all new homes are built to zero
carbon homes standards.

The UK Government has responsibility for reserved
matters. As environment is a devolved issue, many
of the proposals relate to England only.
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Reduce our ecological
footprint through reform of
trade and consumption patterns
Proposed manifesto commitments:
• D
 evelop a trade policy framework that protects
and enhances biodiversity in partner countries
by supporting improved natural resource
governance, high standards and full compliance
with national and international environmental
laws, policies and goals (such as zerodeforestation commitments).

• P
 ut in place a forward-looking mandatory due
diligence obligation to reduce environmental
and human rights risk and harm associated
with supply chains and business operations.
Obligations must be enforced by suitable
sanctions, so that progressive companies
are not disadvantaged.
• A
 dopt and implement sustainable public
procurement policies and ensure that all
imported commodities and goods are legal,
sustainable, respect human rights and are not
associated with practices that are environmentally
or socially harmful.
• S
 et increasingly ambitious targets in legislation
to reduce our ecological footprint, and include
non-regression requirements in any future
trade agreements.

