
NATURE OF FARMING AWARD NATIONAL JUDGING FORM 
 

REGION/COUNTRY NORTHERN ENGLAND FARMER  RICHARD BRAMLEY 
FARM ADDRESS MANOR FARM, YORK 
FARMING SYSTEM ARABLE FARM SIZE (ha) 200 
JUDGE(S) JANET FAIRCLOUGH & CHRISTINA TAYLOR 

Using the questions below, please give details on your regional winner and how they have provided for birds, plants, butterflies and 
other wildlife on their farm. Unless otherwise stated, please limit your response to each question to 250 words 

What key conservation measures have been undertaken on the farm and what evidence is there of benefit for 
wildlife (e.g. right measures, right location, right management, any wildlife records to demonstrate an increase?): 
 Birds 
 

Nine of the ten arable priority species (for RSPBs lowland arable conservation monitoring program) were 
recorded during Volunteer & Farmer Alliance surveys (all except Turtle Dove), many of them at high density. 
There has been a clear increase in numbers and density of farmland birds comparing the two surveys from 2005 
and 2010 (carried out by same volunteer), indicating that the ELS and voluntary measures are having a positive 
effect on bird populations. Notably, there were significantly more corn bunting territories seen during the 2010 
surveys. 
 
Mr Bramley has undertaken a  wide range of ELS and voluntary measures, including over-wintered stubbles, 
winter cover crop, hedge and hedgerow tree planting, wild bird mixes, floristically enhanced grass margins, 
skylark plots, lapwing nesting plot, pollen and nectar mixes and field corners 
 
He has also installed barn owl, tree sparrow and other bird boxes, and kingfisher poles. 
 
 Butterflies 

 
There are a number of pollen and nectar mix areas, floristically enhanced margins and field corners. The 
grasslands do not receive fertiliser and river banks are left uncut for invertebrates. There are also some wild bird 
mix areas, which include flowering species such as mustard and fodder radish. 
 
Mr Bramley is a qualified agronomist and only treats with pesticides when there is a distinct problem. For 
example, he monitors orange blossom midge numbers in wheat and only treats specific areas when necessary, 
so not to affect other invertebrate species numbers in the crop. 
 
 Plants 
 

Mr Bramley has been voluntarily floristically enhancing his ELS grass margins. They were originally sown with 
native grasses and clover and are now being further diversified. 
 
His policy is to plant 1,000 hedgerow shrubs, and some hedgerow trees, every year (creating species-rich 
hedgerows), and has been doing this at Manor Farm for many years, at his own expense. 
 
Tansy is present along the river banks. This area used to be cut for silage but Mr Bramley now leaves it uncut to 
preserve the late-flowering plant. This area of the River Ouse is also unique in having the Tansy beetle.  
 
Former silage land has not received inputs since starting ELS seven years ago and is improving floristically as a 
result of the reduced fertility. Mr Bramley routinely avoids some flowering plants when cutting. In addition he 
has stopped treating weeds with glyphosate; leaves stubbles to naturally regenerate and only manages/treats 
‘problem weeds’.  
 
 Other wildlife 

 
Brown hare numbers are increasing on the farm since ELS and voluntary measures have been adopted. 
 
Vole pontoons, a compost mound for grass snakes and both wooden and Swegler bat boxes have been installed.  
A bat survey found Brown Long-eared, Pipistrelle and Daubenton’s. 



 

  

Is the farm a well-run commercial operation and on what basis has this been assessed? (e.g. conservation not at 
expense of viable business, is the farming income critical to survival of the business?) 
 
Manor Farm is an owner occupied farm, with Richard Bramley being the 3rd generation of his family to be 
farming here. The farm is a well run commercial operation where conservation management and cropping 
decisions are integrated.  There is a diverse cropping rotation including wheat (for milling), barley, oilseed rape, 
sugar beet and potatoes.   Mr Bramley has made some shrewd decisions regarding his ELS options, which gives 
flexibility and the option to experiment to give maximum benefit for wildlife.  Additionally, as the farm has 
done well economically, Mr Bramley has been able to put more funds into increasing the amount of voluntary 
environmental measures (such as his new hedgerow policy).  
 
 
How has the farmer demonstrated they understand how the conservation action benefits the wildlife on the 
farm and shown enthusiasm for the conservation work undertaken? (e.g. Is management targeted at the right 
species and habitats? Has the farmer inputted his or her own ideas? How active has the farmer been in the decision-making 
process/land management for delivering wildlife benefits?) 
 
Despite the potential to gain all ELS points on over-wintered stubbles alone, Mr Bramley understood the need 
for a variety of options across the farm to benefit as much wildlife as possible within the objectives and 
constraints of the ELS scheme and has developed an agreement which includes a wide variety of the options.  
 
Mr Bramley is very active within the Campaign for the Farmed Environment (being the Chair of the Regional 
Group and East Yorkshire Local Group) - practicing and promoting voluntary measures.  He is very enthusiastic 
and keen to pass knowledge on to other farmers, advisers, students, general public and others to show that a 
productive farm can be diverse and makes financial sense.  
 
Mr Bramley is a qualified agronomist, and uses this knowledge to great effect. He firmly believes that the crop is 
a valuable wildlife habitat and should be managed sensitively.  
 
In addition to Manor Farm, the farmer also manages Hornington Manor which is owned by a company in Leeds 
that manufactures high quality beds using natural fibres such as wool and hemp both of which are produced at 
this  unique ‘fibre farm’, growing hemp and flax as well as wool from the grazed flood meadows. The farm also 
grows cereals.   
 
Through  getting to grips with the novel crops and the challenges they produce, Mr Bramley has been able to 
use  his conservation principles to benefit biodiversity and has successfully brought Hornington Manor into an 
HLS agreement with some excellent wild bird seed mixes and enhancing flood meadows along the river Wharfe  
by creating wader scrapes for breeding lapwing. The farm is used to demonstrate good farming principals to 
customers for the beds including the John Lewis group. 
 



 

  

How has the farmer been successful in maintaining, restoring and creating habitats on the farm? (e.g. good 
habitat quality, any problems resolved?)  
 
Wildlife corridors through hedge planting have been created and/or restored across the farm. Mr Bramley 
recognises that hedgerow trees are disappearing in the landscape and are also a valuable habitat for wildlife.  
Therefore hedgerows have been enhanced by the planting of trees, such as oak. 
 
Ideal corn bunting breeding habitat has been maintained.  This can be demonstrated by the 2005 and 2010 V&FA 
surveys, which had corn buntings breeding in the same locations and at a high density.  
 
Grass margins have been improved by diversifying with wild flowers, grasslands are being enhanced 
floristically and for all wildlife, and areas are left uncut to benefit late flowering plants, butterflies and other 
invertebrates.  
 
Mr Bramley has experimented with introducing blocks of green cover such as mustard and brassicas in his over-
wintered stubbles, to provide additional food and shelter for farmland birds and other wildlife. 
 
Scrapes have been created for waders on low lying grassland adjacent to the River Wharfe. 
 
Nest boxes been installed for tree sparrows and barn owls. 
 
What future improvements does the farmer plan to make to further enhance the wildlife value of the farm? 
(e.g. what habitat creation/management plans do they have?  Is the farmer striving to continually learn and improve?) 
 
Future plans include floristically improving more margins; monitoring wild bird mixes and continuing with the 
hedge/tree planting policy thereby creating/restoring and maintaining corridors for wildlife to move about the 
farm and landscape. .  Mr Bramley will also continue to build upon work has been doing on green cover in 
stubbles to achieve maximum benefit for wildlife 
 
There are also plans to engage with more farmers and advisers through farm visits, talks and schemes such as 
CFE as well as continuing involvement in lobbying, to ensure the right balance between production and the 
environment now and in the future. 

Has the farmer demonstrated a willingness, and/or ability to successfully promote the conservation messages 
of their activities to others? (e.g. is the farmer a good communicator, inspirational, a good role model for others? What 
activities have been undertaken?) 
 
Mr Bramley is actively involved with campaign for the Farmed Environment, being the Chair of the Regional 
Group and East Yorkshire Local Group. He is the Chair of the NFU Regional Crops Board, sits on the ‘Red 
Tractor’ Farm Assurance Crops and Sugar Board. Mr Bramley is a LEAF member. 
 
Mr Bramley has hosted numerous farm visits to help promote the business and environmental work, including 
five years hosting Open Farm Sunday, York University, other interested groups such as farmers, advisers and 
RSPB.   
 
Mr Bramley is an accomplished communicator, with an excellent knowledge of farming, agronomy and 
conservation. 
 



 
 

Please attach any photos and supplementary information to this form for consideration by the 
national panel 

 

Summary (80 words max) This will be used on the voting form (should your regional winner make the final) and on 
the website (all regional winners). The information here needs to be appropriate for the voting public – why should they 
vote for your regional winner? 
 
Richard Bramley is a well-respected, influential farmer and passionate conservationist.  He gives the same 
attention to detail to his conservation work as he does to his commercial crops and both benefit because of his 
informed and practical approach.  Through planting seed crops, wild flower seeds, nectar rich plants and 
enhancing the wetter areas of the land he farms, Richard’s conservation work has delivered an increased 
number of farmland birds (both in species diversity and abundance) in addition to boosting numbers of 
insects, wild flowers and a host of other wildlife.  Importantly, Richard is extremely dedicated to promoting 
conservation to others through his involvement in the Campaign for the Farmed Environment and as an 
office holder in the NFU. 
 
 



NATURE OF FARMING AWARD 

PHOTOGRAPHS FOR NATIONAL JUDGING: NORTHERN ENGLAND WINNER - RICHARD BRAMLEY, MANOR FARM. 
 

 
Above: Pollen and nectar mix.  

Below: Oilseed rape with previous year’s pollen and nectar ‘volunteering’ in margin 

 
   



 
Above & below: Flower-rich grassland alongside River Ouse and ditches 

 
  



 
Above: Wild bird seed mix  

Below: Skylark plot 

 
  



          

 

Left and below: Grass margins that 
have been enhanced floristically  



 

                    

 

Left: Species rich hedgerow 

Below: Woodland edge habitat 



                    

 

Left: Tree sparrow nest boxes 

Below: Kingfisher poles & vole pontoons 



 
Above & below: Richard Bramley 

 


