
A Day in the Life 
Jude Lane is the Bowland 
Project Officer looking after 
hen harriers and their habitat 
on the United Utilities Estate 
in the Forest of Bowland. 

So what does your job involve? 

In spring/summer, I manage a team of staff and volun-
teers who monitor hen harriers attempting to breed on the 
United Utilities estate. I also do some of the monitoring 
myself. During the rest of the year, I help advise on estate 
management and promote the work that RSPB and 
United Utilities are doing together for hen harriers. 

What’s the best thing about your job? 

There are so many! This job is such a privilege with so 
many amazing experiences but one of them has to be 
watching young fledgling harriers taking their first flight! 
Having watched the adult birds working so hard to raise 
them, seeing the young on the wing, ready to take on the 
big wide world is so rewarding and quite emotional! 

What’s your most memorable hen harrier moment? 

Last year, we set up a nest camera to help us keep a close 
eye on things without disturbing the birds. I was able to 
watch the first chick in the nest hatching in real-time, 
poking his beak through and taking his first look at the 
world—he seemed to take forever to come out!  

How would you describe a hen harrier in five words? 

Majestic, graceful, enigmatic, vulnerable, Skydancer! 

 

 

Hen Har
rier He

rald 

The lat
est new

s for S
kydanci

ng Scho
ols! 

Hen Harrier Fact File 

First known record 

Hen harriers featured in the 
first ever book of  British 
Birds, printed in 1544! 

Habitat 

Hen harriers nest open areas 
with low plants like heather. In 
England, this is almost always 
on heather moorland. 

Diet 

Mostly small birds and voles but 
sometimes larger prey like young 
rabbits and red grouse. 

Conservation Status 

Hen harriers are on the red list 
which means that they’re one of 
the species we’re most concerned 
about. 

NEWS FLASH 
 
 

MISSING: Nesting hen harriers! 
We need your help! 

 

May should be a busy month for nesting hen harriers but sadly, we’ve 
only been able to find one nesting pair in England this year. These birds 
are disappearing and we need your help! If you or anyone in your fam-
ily thinks they’ve seen a hen harrier, let us know by calling the Hen 
Harrier Hotline on 0845 4600121* or email henharriers@rspb.org.uk.  
*Calls charged at local rates, always ask your parent’s permission. 

Vol.2 M
ay 2012

 



Over the last two months, we have been lucky to 
experience many of the unique and beautiful 
sights of the English moorlands; the slow graceful 
flight of short-eared owls, the lightning fast hunt-
ing dash of the merlin, the musical cries of curlew 
and golden plover. 

But despite these wonderful sights and sounds we 
are all feeling a little disheartened here at Gelts-
dale Reserve. We have walked the fells, watching 
and waiting for a sight that would help raise our 
spirits ...the awe inspiring view of a skydancing 
hen harrier. But so far... nothing. Although we’ve 
had occasional sightings of these now worryingly 
rare birds, they have only been passing through, 
still searching for a mate. Sadly, there are now so 
few of them left in England that it’s becoming 
harder and harder for them to find each other. 

In fact, the cold, wet Spring hasn’t made things 
easy for any of our breeding birds. Many of the 
lapwings I can see in the meadow near our office 
are starting to display to their mates again after 
the poor weather caused their first nests to fail. 
They won’t give up though, they’ll simply lay 
more eggs and try again. Perhaps we should learn 
from them and not give up on our hen harriers 
just yet. It’s only May, there’s still time... keep 
your fingers and toes crossed! 

West Woodburn pupils show off 
their skydancing in the schoolyard. 

 

 

 

 

Pupils at West Woodburn are Skydancing superstars!  

LOCAL NEWS 

Pupils at West Woodburn First 
School in North Tynedale put their 
skydancing skills to the test last 
month when RSPB staff visited the 
school for some hen harrier fun.  

Skydancing describes the male hen 
harrier’s beautiful, soaring, tum-
bling, twisting, turning, dipping and 
diving display flight and is what hen 
harriers are best known for! Sky-
dancing is how the male attracts a 
female by showing her how good he 
is at flying, proving that he will be a 
good provider for her and her  

brood of chicks.  

In addition to learning all about hen 
harriers and where they live, pupils 
had the chance to practice sky-
dancing for themselves and in no 
time at all, they turned the school 
yard into a whirlwind of twisting 
and soaring hen harriers! Who 
knows? Perhaps their efforts will 
entice real hen harriers to nest in 
Northumberland once again... ! 

If you’d like the Skydancer team to run 
a workshop with your school, email 

blanaid.denman@rspb.org.uk 

For more information on hen harriers and the Skydancer project, go to www.rspb.org.uk/skydancer 

  

From Bowland to Scotland 
To help us find out more about our Bowland hen 
harriers, where they go and what they do, all new 
chicks are given leg rings with a unique number, 
so if we see them again, we’ll know who they are 
and where they’re from. A special few are also 
fitted with satellite wing tags by our friends at 
Natural England, which allow us to see exactly 
where they go and track their progress remotely.  

Chick 74843 was tagged on the United Utilities 
estate last summer and she’s been touring the 
country ever since! Leaving Bowland in July, she 
spent autumn and winter in North Yorkshire, re-
turning only briefly for a few days in February. In 
April she visited the Scottish borders, then came 
south again before heading all the way north to 
Invernesshire! She returned to Bowland and was 
seen displaying on the 27th April but she must 
have grown tired of waiting for a male because 
last we heard, she’s now back in Scotland. Here’s 
hoping she finds a mate and a good home to settle 
down and raise her chicks in! 

It’s not too late for Geltsdale 

The red line 
shows us the 

amazing  journey 
made by 74843 

and all her stops 
along the way. 

  Lapwing chick 


