














• Trends are expressed as the percentage change, and marked with an asterisk (*) 
where the 95% confi dence limits of the change do not overlap zero (indicating 
that there has been a signifi cant change).

• Trends for Red and Fallow Deer are reported with caveats. These are herding 
species and trends should be interpreted with caution, the presence or absence 
of a herd in a given BBS visit could infl uence the overall trend.

Population Trends – Mammals

Species ��������������� Sample 96–14 LCL UCL
Brown	Hare ��������������� 696 �� -16 7

Mountain/irish	Hare ������������� 50 ��� -58 21

rabbit ��
������������������ 1,396 ��
 � -66 -51

Grey	Squirrel �������������������� 722 �� -19 3

red	fox 
������	����� 285 ��� � -44 -23

red	Deer ���	���������� 63 	� -2 48

roe	Deer ������������������� 403 �� � 31 79

fallow	Deer ��������� 60 		 -7 38

reeves'	Muntjac �������������	��� 92 
� � 25 212

Table 12  Mammal trends in uK	during 1996–2014

Table 13  Mammal trends in England during 1996–2014

Table 14  Mammal trends in Scotland during 1996–2014

Table 15  Mammal trends in Wales during 1996–2014

Table 16  Mammal trends in Northern	ireland 
during 1996–2014

Species ��������������� Sample 96–14 LCL UCL
Brown	Hare ��������������� 596 �	 -12 12

rabbit ��
������������������ 1,143 ��� � -49 -36

Grey	Squirrel �������������������� 644 �� -17 2

red	fox 
������	����� 230 ��� � -48 -23

roe	Deer ������������������� 312 �� � 34 97

fallow	Deer ��������� 57 	• -7 34

reeves'	Muntjac �������������	��� 92 
� � 23 207

Species ��������������� Sample 96–14 LCL UCL
Brown	Hare ��������������� 74 �	� -46 20

rabbit ��
������������������ 113 ��� � -90 -69

red	Deer ���	���������� 42 � -15 143

roe	Deer ������������������� 91 �� � 21 91

Species ��������������� Sample 96–14 LCL UCL
rabbit ��
������������������ 91 ��• -57 10

Grey	Squirrel �������������������� 55 	� -35 72

Species ��������������� Sample 96–14 LCL UCL
rabbit ��
������������������ 43 ��� -62 1

Species North West North East Yorkshire East 
Midlands

East of 
England

West 
Midlands South East South West London

Brown	Hare ��
 � 62 � 69 ��� 88 
 144 �	� 40 ��� � 99 �� 68
rabbit ��	 � 109 ��• � 40 �	� 109 ���� 107 ��� � 201 ��� � 109 ��� � 284 ��	 175
Grey	Squirrel �� � 58 ��� 31 �� 43 �	� 96 ��� � 74 ��� � 192 	� 95 �� 49
red	fox ��� 31 ��� � 64 �	� 47
roe	Deer �� � 112 �• � 96
reeves'	Muntjac 
	 43 �• 31

Table 17  Mammal trends in English	regions during 1996–2014

Figure 2  Brown Hare trends vary across the UK
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• The sample is the mean number of squares per year on which the species was 
recorded during 1995–2015.

• The trend since the start of the survey, covering the years 1995–2015, has been 
smoothed, and the end years truncated (fi gure in bold).

• LCL and UCL are the lower and upper 95% confi dence limits for the 1996–
2014 trend (displayed in Tables 12–16). 

NEW – MAMMAL TREND 
GRAPHS ONLINE:
www.bto.org/bbs-mammals



SPECIAL THANKS 
We would like to thank all surveyors and ROs for making the BBS the success it is today. Space does not permit all 
observers to be acknowledged individually here, but we would especially like to thank the ROs for their efforts.  
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We would be grateful for help organising the BBS in 
regions currently without a Regional Organiser (marked 
VACANT). If you live in one of these regions and would 
be interested in taking on the role, please let us know.

Many thanks are due to the following ROs who retired 
during the past year, having supported the BBS in their 
regions: Phil Alexander, John Armitage, Stephen Bentall, 
Allan Dawes, Chris Dee, John Edwards, Edmund Fellowes, 
Ken Graham, John Lloyd, Millie Mockford, Stuart Piner, 
Graham Pyatt, Mark Welch. Sadly, Mick Carroll passed away 
in 2015 and we are grateful for all his assistance in Yorkshire 
(North-East).

We would like to thank and welcome Grant Bigg, Jonathan 
Groom, Ian Hawkins, Carol Hawley, Martin Ketcher, 
Andrew King, Jerry Martin, Chris Mourant, Graham Oliver, 
Rob Pople, Andy Riches, Geoff Small and David Wood who 
have taken over as ROs during the past year.

Finally, we would like to thank all the landowners who 
kindly allow volunteers to walk BBS transects on their land.

ENGLAND
Avon Dave Stoddard
Bedfordshire Judith Knight
Berkshire Sarah & Ken White
Birmingham & West Midlands Steve Davies
Buckinghamshire Phil Tizzard
Cambridgeshire Mark Welch (now Rob Pople)
Cheshire (Mid) Paul Miller
Cheshire (North-East and South) Hugh Pulsford
Cleveland Vic Fairbrother
Cornwall Peter Kent
Cumbria Colin Gay with 

Stephen Westerberg & Dave Piercy
Derbyshire (North, South) Dave Budworth
Devon Stella Beavan
Dorset Claire Young
Durham David Sowerbutts
Essex (North-East) VACANT
Essex (North-West) Graham Smith
Essex (South) Terry Coster
Gloucestershire Gordon Kirk
Hampshire Glynne Evans
Herefordshire Chris Robinson
Hertfordshire Chris Dee (now Martin Ketcher)
Huntingdon & Peterborough Mick Twinn
Isle of Wight Jim Baldwin
Isles of Scilly Will Wagstaff
Kent Geoff Orton
Lancashire (East) Tony Cooper
Lancashire (North-West) VACANT (now Jerry Martin)
Lancashire (South) VACANT 
Leicestershire & Rutland Dave Wright
Lincolnshire (East) Phil Espin
Lincolnshire (North) Chris Gunn
Lincolnshire (South) Hugh Dorrington
Lincolnshire (West) Peter Overton
London (North) Ian Woodward
London (South) Richard Arnold
Manchester Nick Hilton
Merseyside Bob Harris
Norfolk (North-East) Chris Hudson
Norfolk (North-West) Bob Osborne
Norfolk (South-East) Rachel Warren
Norfolk (South-West) Vince Matthews
Northamptonshire Barrie Galpin
Northumberland Muriel Cadwallender
Nottinghamshire Lynda Milner
Oxfordshire (North) Frances Buckel
Oxfordshire (South) John Melling
Shropshire Allan Dawes (now Jonathan 

Groom)
Somerset Eve Tigwell
Staffordshire (North, South, West) Gerald Gittens
Suffolk Mick Wright
Surrey Penny Williams
Sussex Helen Crabtree
The Wirral Paul Miller
Warwickshire Mark Smith
Wiltshire (North, South) Bill Quantrill
Worcestershire Harry Green
Yorkshire (Bradford) Mike Denton
Yorkshire (Central) Mike Brown
Yorkshire (East, Hull) Geoff Dobbs
Yorkshire (Leeds & Wakefi eld) Ken Graham (now VACANT)
Yorkshire (North-East) Mick Carroll (now Graham Oliver)
Yorkshire (North-West) Gerald Light
Yorkshire (Richmond) John Edwards (now VACANT)
Yorkshire (South-East) Aidan Gill
Yorkshire (South-West) Millie Mockford (now Grant Bigg)
Yorkshire (York) Rob Chapman

SCOTLAND
Aberdeen Moray Souter
Angus VACANT
Argyll (Mull, Coll, Tiree & Morven) Nigel Scriven (now Geoff Small)
Argyll (mainland & Gigha) & Bute Nigel Scriven with 

James Cassels (Arran)
Ayrshire Brian Broadley
Benbecula & The Uists Yvonne Benting
Borders Graham Pyatt (now VACANT)
Caithness Donald Omand
Central Neil Bielby
Dumfries Edmund Fellowes (now Andy 

Riches)
Fife & Kinross Norman Elkins
Inverness (East & Speyside, West) Hugh Insley
Islay, Jura & Colonsay John Armitage (now David Wood)

Kincardine & Deeside Graham Cooper
Kirkcudbright Andrew Bielinski
Lanark, Renfrew & Dunbarton Andy Winnington
Lewis & Harris Chris Reynolds
Lothian Alan Heavisides
Moray & Nairn Melvin Morrison
Orkney Colin Corse
Perthshire Mike Bell
Rhum, Eigg, Canna & Muck Bob Swann
Ross-shire Simon Cohen
Shetland Dave Okill
Skye Stephen Bentall (now Carol 

Hawley)
Sutherland Bob Swann
Wigtown Geoff Sheppard

WALES
BTO Wales Offi cer John Lloyd
Anglesey Geoff Gibbs (now Ian Hawkins)
Brecknock John Lloyd (now Andrew King)
Caernarfon Geoff Gibbs
Cardigan Moira Convery
Carmarthen Terry Wells
Clwyd (East) Anne Brenchley
Clwyd (West) Mel ab Owain
Glamorgan (Mid, South) Wayne Morris
Glamorgan (West) Lyndon Jeffery
Gwent Jerry Lewis
Merioneth Rob Morton
Montgomery Jane Kelsall
Pembrokeshire Annie Haycock
Radnorshire Carlton Parry

NORTHERN IRELAND
BTO Northern Ireland Offi cer Shane Wolsey
Antrim & Belfast Ruth Wilson
Armagh Stephen Hewitt
Down Alastair McIlwain
Fermanagh Michael Stinson
Londonderry John Clarke
Tyrone Michael Stinson

CHANNEL ISLANDS
Channel Islands (excl. Jersey) Phil Alexander (now Chris Mourant)
Jersey Tony Paintin

ISLE OF MAN
Isle of Man Pat Cullen


