
  Your regional stone-curlew project newsletter 

Issue no 08 Summer 2015 

• Countryside Stewardship 

 

 

Brecks farmers are seen as 
exemplars to the industry, in 
both profitable food 
production and protecting 
wildlife.  

Farmers and landowners from the 
Feltwell and Hockwold area have 
now come together as advocates 
for farming with wildlife in mind, to 
trial the first Brecks ‘Nature 
Friendly Zone’. It will be only the 
second such zone in England.  
 
To be involved in this pilot project, 
members not only need to be in 
agri-environment schemes, but to 
select the best options relevant to 
the special wildlife on their farm.  
 
The Brecks is a diverse area with 
many rare and nationally 
important species found no-where 
else in the country. Therefore it is 
a priority to select particular 

options such as fallow plots for 
nesting stone-curlews, cultivated 
margins for arable plants and wild 
birdseed mixes for farmland birds.  
 
Being part of the zone will enable 
members to learn from each other, 
share their experiences and ideas 
and adopt best management 
practices. Other opportunities 
include farm wildlife surveys, guest 
speakers at meetings, working with 
other conservation organisations or 
enterprises and bulk buying seed 
mixes, to name a few.  
 
Perhaps most importantly, this is 
an opportunity to hold heads high 
and shout about the great work 
being done to reverse the decline 
in farmland wildlife. This is being 
done through on-farm events, not 
only for the public and other 
farmers, but to councillors and 
ministers, who we hope will make 
the right decisions for wildlife and 
farming in the future.  

 
The first public farm walk will take 
place in early July. Some of the 
farmers will be on-hand to discuss 
their crops and how they fit the 
conservation work into their busy 
schedules, what options they have 
and what species will benefit, and 
most importantly, why they want to 
do this.  
 
We hope to apply for further funding 
to take this trial to the next stage 
and involve more farmers as part of 
the long term vision. To be part of 
the zone, farms need to be going the 
extra mile for wildlife, as this is what 
will set a nature friendly zone apart 
from everyone else. This is what will 
make Brecks farmers stand out.  

 
For more information or to get 
involved, please contact 
Andrew Holland, Brecks Farm 
Conservation Adviser on 
01842 756714 or 
andrew.holland@rspb.org.uk 
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A Nature Friendly Zone! 

 

• It’s not always about the money  

• Stone-curlew season in full swing   

 

Also in this issue... 

The Brecks  



New Countryside Stewardship 
scheme on the horizon 
At the beginning of July, the 
widely anticipated new 
Countryside Stewardship 
scheme should open for 
applications. Although the 
name is familiar, there are 
some significant changes.  
 
As we approach midsummer, the 
half way point of the year, the 
weather has not long warmed up. It 
was rather a slow start, then a 
week or so of frosts in late April, 
followed by a couple of extremely 
windy days. Farmers and wildlife 
have had to put up with everything 
that mother nature has thrown at 
them once again. But, to farmers 
and wildlife this is nothing new. 
 
The income from agri-environment 
schemes does help in these 
situations. Farmers are guaranteed 
a fixed payment through their 
agreement; and wildlife too is more 
resilient to volatile weather thanks 
to the great work being undertaken 
through these schemes.  
 
So what’s new? Countryside 
Stewardship agreements will last 
only five years for both the mid-tier 
and higher-tier, with certain 
exceptions being allowed a ten 
year agreement. The ‘mid-tier ‘ is 
similar to Entry Level Stewardship,  
with 3-5% land required, whilst the 
higher- tier ranges from 5-10%.  
 

The scheme has a competitive edge 
to it. To stand the best chance of 
being accepted, applicants will need 
to show they are going to undertake 
the best options for the wildlife and 
habitats within their farmed area. 
This means considering your 
particular National Character Area 
(NCA) priorities alongside the Wild 
Pollinator and Farm Wildlife 
Package- both readable online.  
 
For those of you who are not in a 
scheme, or in an agreement which 
finishes within the next five years, 
now is a good time to give it some 
thought. Whether starting out for the 
first time with a view to making a 
difference on your land, or 
continuing the good work you have 

already started, new Countryside 
Stewardship offers a good range of 
options to benefit all farm wildlife 
and fit in with your farming system. 
 

 ...there has never 
been a better time 
to get involved... 
 
If you are interested in finding out 
more about the scheme, please get 
in contact with me via phone or e-
mail and I will be more than happy 
to go through the details with you at 
your convenience. Together we can 
make a difference and be proud of 
the countryside we will inevitably 
have to leave behind. 

 
For more information or to arrange a free advisory farm visit, 
contact Andrew Holland, Brecks Farm Conservation Adviser  
on 01842 756714 or andrew.holland@rspb.org.uk 
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It’s not always about the money 
If you didn’t know any different, 
you might think that everything 
a farmer does for wildlife is 
through a scheme and for a 
payment, but you’d be wrong. 
 
Tractor driver Kevin Hamilton, who 
has worked for O.W. Wortley at 
Holme Brink Farm in Methwold since 
the age of 12, goes the extra mile.  
 
A keen wildlife photographer in his 
spare time, he enjoys nothing more 
than watching the wildlife, while doing 
his main jobs of drilling or applying 
fertiliser. But, his passion for wildlife 
doesn’t stop there. This year while 
rolling a field of spring barley; he 
carefully avoided six lapwing nests 
totalling 21 eggs and one 
oystercatcher nest with two eggs in. 

 
This is not just a one off, Kevin is 
always extremely careful whenever 
he is working the fields.  
Although the 1300+ hectare farm 
is typically intensive, growing 
cereals, parsnips, potatoes and 
sugar beet, effort is put in to 
looking after the wildlife on the 
farm in many other ways too.  
 
Kevin said “I get great satisfaction 
avoiding the eggs and it does not 
slow down the job in hand. Now 
we use GPS, it gives me more 
time to keep an eye on what is 
around me. It takes little effort, but 
with huge benefits”. 
 
At that Paul Wortley, farm 
manager reaffirmed “I am more 
than happy for Kevin to take this 
approach”. 

 
You can usually tell when 
someone is pleased with what 
they are doing and speaking to 
Kevin was no exception, the wide 
beam on his face said it all. 
 

Seven 
 nests avoided in 

one field  
 
So- remember not all wildlife 
enhancement measures 
undertaken on farms are through 
agri-environment schemes. 
 
 

Case study 

“ 
” 

There is just no 
better sight 
than seeing 
lapwings with 
chicks running 
around  
in the spring.  
 
 
 

Kevin Hamilton,  
Methwold 
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Working together to give nature a home 

The RSPB is the country’s largest 
nature conservation charity, inspiring 
everyone to give nature a home. 

 

The RSPB is a member of BirdLife 
International, a partnership of 
conservation organisations working to 
give nature a home around the world. 
 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

Stone-curlew season in full swing 
As reliably as Monday 
follows Sunday, stone-
curlews have arrived back 
from their wintering grounds. 
Tim Cowan asks how this 
year will compare to last? 

 
At the time you will be reading this 
newsletter, my three team 
members and myself will be busy 
looking for stone-curlew nests, 
ringing chicks and undertaking the 
occasional chick rescue. Although 
this is a very busy time for the 
team, I very much enjoy it, as you 
never quite know what direction 
the day will take.  

As usual, tractor drivers, sprayer 
operators, gamekeepers and farm 
managers are on the pulse, 
keeping us informed of their ever 
important and helpful sightings of 
birds arriving back.  
 
Of course our message as always 
is that this project is very much a 
team effort, requiring everyone’s 
help to make the breeding season 
a success, so thank you for all 
your input. 
 
So far, the breeding season is 
progressing well, with 100 nests at 
the time of writing, and some of 
the earliest already hatched. This 
year the first nests with eggs were 

found a day or two earlier than 
last year, although April in general 
was a bit slow. Laying then sped 
up in May to bring things to about 
the same stage as this time last 
year. 
 
Only time will tell how successful 
the birds will be, but with careful 
farming operations in crops and 
good management of nesting 
plots, I hope the season will be as 
good if not better than last year.  
 

For more information contact 
Tim Cowan  
Stone-curlew Project Officer 
tim.cowan@rspb.org.uk  
 

 

C
h
ris

 K
n
ig

h
ts

  (rs
p
b

-im
a
g
e
s
.c

o
m

) 

 

LIFE+ is the EU’s financial 
instrument supporting nature 
conservation, environmental, 
and similar communication 
projects throughout the EU, 
which contribute to 
implementing the Birds and 
Habitats Directives, and Natura 
2000 network of protected 
sites. 


