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Debbie Pain has a lifelong passion for 
birdwatching and nature conservation. 
She has a degree in Environmental 
Chemistry from London University and a 
D.Phil. on lead poisoning in birds from 
Oxford University. After four years 
research at the Tour du Valat Biological 
Research Station (France) she spent 
sixteen years at RSPB where she set up 
the International Research Unit. In 2008 
she became Director of Conservation at 
the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust running 
their UK and international science and 
conservation delivery work until 2018. She 
currently undertakes independent 

research, is an Honorary Research Fellow in Zoology at Cambridge University and an 
Honorary Professor in Biological Sciences at the University of East Anglia (from 
August 2019). She sits on the Tour du Valat Science Council, Awards Committee of 
the Zoological Society of London, Cambridge Conservation Initiative Collaborative 
Fund Selection Panel, Lead Ammunition Group, is a WWT Ambassador and a Fellow 
of WWF-UK. 
 
 

Veronica Moraa Pickering was born in Kenya 
and moved to England in the late 60’s. She was 
appointed as a Deputy Lieutenant for 
Nottinghamshire in 2013 and as an Honorary Air 
Commodore for 504 (Nottingham) Squadron.in 
2018. For more than 25 years Veronica worked 
with children and families from multi-cultural 
communities in London as a social worker, a 
children's guardian and as an international child 
protection consultant with the UN and other 
NGOs, working mostly in Africa. She now 
negotiates for the needs of diverse communities 
on behalf of multinational and global 
companies, advising them on corporate social 
responsibility programmes, networking and 
community links, and diversity and integration. 
For the past eight years Veronica has worked as 
an executive coach and mentor with individuals, 
universities and companies in the UK. She 

supports several Nottinghamshire charities and organisations and has for many years 
been a strong supporter of wildlife conservation and access to the arts.  
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Vicki Nash has worked for thirty years in senior 
management roles in the public sector, 
including local government Chief Executive 
posts, water regulation and, most recently, as 
Director for Scotland of the UK communications 
regulator, Ofcom.  She also has seventeen 
years’ experience in non-executive roles in the 
health service and in performing arts 
organisations, and has been a member of the 
RSPB Committee for Scotland since 
2017.  Vicki’s degrees include a BSc in 
Psychology and Anthropology and a PhD in 
Animal Behaviour. She is a member of the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust, and the BTO, and 
volunteers at Argaty Red Kite Centre.  
Vicki’s experience in research and science and 
her work in large Scottish and UK organisations 
mean that she will make a valuable contribution 
to the work of the RSPB Council. 

 
 

 

 

 


