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The RSPB is the country’s largest nature conservation charity,  
inspiring everyone to give nature a home.

rspb.org.uk
Cover photo: Lough Beg by Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)
The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.

Want to know more?
Visit: 
rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/
projects/lough-beg-wet-grassland-project/ 

RSPB Lough Beg nature reserve.

Who was involved?
The restoration work at Lough Beg has 
only been made possible by contributions 
from and co-operation between DAERA, 
DfI Rivers, local landowners, Interreg and 
Biffawards. 
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What you can do 

RSPB food and farming:  
rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/
campaign-with-us/food-and-farming.aspx
 
Help wildlife on your land:  
farmwildlife.info
 
Support the Nature Friendly Farming 
Network as a farmer or member of the 
public: nffn.org.uk/
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The work involved:
RSPB Northern Ireland worked with 
landowners in the area through the 
Halting Environmental Loss Project 
(HELP), which employed a full time 
conservation advisor tasked with 
engaging and advising farmers on 
management practises aimed at 
restoring habitat for breeding  
wading birds.

Detailed management plans were 
drawn up for nine farms outlining 
specific measures to be adopted at 
the farm level. RSPBNI also allowed 
the use of their low pressure soucy 
track tractor for habitat management 
in areas that had been neglected 
due to difficulties experienced when 
managing them in the past.

In the space of four years, with 
regular contact, effective advice, 
access to appropriate resources 
and adequate agri-environment 
funding the fortunes of the ASSI 
were reversed with the site achieving 
favourable status in 2014.

The future:
The prospects for wading birds in 
the area appear a lot brighter, with 
breeding pairs increasing significantly. 
Following the success of HELP, 
RSPBNI has continued to work with 
landowners as well as the Department 
of Agriculture Environment and 
Rural Affairs (DAERA) to reshape 
how farmers in the area enter agri 
-environment agreements. 

A targeted approach has been 
developed through the Lough Beg 
Group Option pilot scheme, which 
works in partnership with farmers  
to achieve success. 

The problem:
Lough Beg represents 5% of all the 
wet grassland in Northern Ireland. It 
is an important habitat for a number 
of priority bird species and a range of 
other wildlife, including rare plants, 
such as the Irish lady tresses orchid. 
The site is designated as an Area of 
Special Scientific Interest (ASSI).

In 2008, the ASSI was assessed as 
being in an unfavourable condition. 
There had been a lack of rush cutting 
and scrub management, which is 
essential for a healthy, functioning 
wet grassland ecosystem. Dense 
rushes and scrub were negatively 
impacting on a site, which had 
traditionally been a stronghold for 
breeding wading birds

The wet grassland of Lough Beg, with a view of Church island.

Irish lady tresses orchid – one of the rare 

plant species found at Lough Beg.

The future is brighter for wading birds.

Targeted conservation 
advice for Lough Beg has 
helped to restore nature on a 
landscape scale within  
four years.   
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“I want my grandchildren to have 
a healthy, happy environment to 
grow up in, the biodiversity and 
its long term welfare on the farm 
at Lough Beg is as important as 
anywhere’’ 

David Arrell, Livestock farmer

Farmers at Lough Beg can make a 
vital contribution at the same time as 
producing food through sheep and 
beef. Without public support, farming 
here would be a loss making industry. 
However, there’s significant value in 
continuing to manage land within  
the area. 

Farming for the environment has a 
number of added benefits including 
improving water quality and carbon 
storage. The positive environmental 
management of this landscape has 
also benefitted the local economy, 
through its contribution towards the 
tourism offering in the area.


