
Nature Friendly Farming Zones 

The Fens  

The RSPB is the country’s largest nature conservation charity,  
inspiring everyone to give nature a home.

www.rspb.org.uk
Cover photo: Hope Farm by Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.

Want to know more?
https://www.facebook.com/
ElyNFFarming/

Tree sparrows have been recorded for the first time at one of the farms in the network.

Who was involved?
A group of 22 farmer members across 28 
farms in The Fens, supported by The RSPB.

case study
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What you can do
RSPB food and farming:  
rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/
campaign-with-us/food-and-farming.aspx
 
Help wildlife on your land:  
farmwildlife.info 
 
Support the Nature Friendly Farming 
Network as a farmer or member of the 
public: nffn.org.uk/

http://www.rspb.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ElyNFFarming/
https://www.facebook.com/ElyNFFarming/
http://rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/campaign-with-us/food-and-farming.aspx
http://rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/campaign-with-us/food-and-farming.aspx
http://farmwildlife.info
http://nffn.org.uk


The future:
An increase in wildlife across all 
the farms has been noticed since 
implementing the enhancements.  
On one of the farms, reed buntings 
and yellowhammers have increased 
from five and three respectively in 
2017, to over 90 and 33 in 2018.  
Tree sparrows were also recorded on 
the farm for the first time.

In the future it is hoped that this 
connected farming approach will be 
adopted in other areas so that more 
wildlife and more farmers benefit.

The problem:
The Fens are a biodiversity hotspot; 
supporting nationally important 
numbers of corn buntings and black-
tailed godwits, as well as other 
threatened farmland birds including 
grey partridges, turtle doves and 
lapwings. A lack of connectivity 
between sites being managed 
sensitively for these species was 
limiting the conservation impact. 

The work involved:
The RSPB has supported a group  
of 22 farmer members across 28 
farms who have signed up to provide a 
minimum area of land to conservation 
measures:

● Providing at least 1%, and ideally 
2% of pollen and nectar resources.

● 2% for winter bird food. 

These options include flower mixes 
and flower-rich grassland and bird seed 

Field-side flowers offering a wealth of pollen and nectar for wildlife.

Yellowhammers are able to thrive, thanks 

to winter bird food, supplementary feeding 

and the provision of good hedgerows and 

margins for nesting. 

Advice has been key to farmers providing a 

mix of vital habitats across their farms.
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is available from plants that provide 
seed food for birds over winter.  

Most farms have dedicated at least 
5% of their farm to these measures, 
some as much as 10%. All are 
managing existing habitats sensitively 
and some are creating new habitats.

Many of the farmers are also using 
margins of grass or nectar and pollen 
to improve water quality. By creating 
a buffer along watercourses, they not 
only create habitat for wildlife, but 
help to protect the water from farming 
operations. 

The group working together is 
creating a nature friendly zone and 
delivering more for wildlife than 
they could achieve individually. With 
co-ordination, and the targeting 
of habitats to locally important 
species, the landscape is now 
better connected, the farmers more 
recognised and more motivated.

“The typical stereotype of 
farming in the Fens is of 
flat, ‘boring’ fields intensively 
farmed with no room for 
nature. It is up to us to 
show people otherwise and 
demonstrate that farming 
can go hand in hand with 
conserving nature”

Andrew Holland, Fens NFZ adviser

Creating a network of farmers 
farming for wildlife at a landscape 
scale with better connectivity is 
seeing benefits for wildlife.       


