
An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
Situated between the South Pennines 
and the Lake District, in the heart of 
Lancashire, Bowland is a rugged, diverse 
and expansive upland landscape of 
heather moorland, blanket bog, farmland 
and wooded valleys.
 
Bowland is officially recognised as one  
of Europe’s most important places for 
wildlife and is designated as an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The 
upland plateau is traditionally the 
stronghold for hen harriers, England’s most 
threatened birds of prey, while much of the 
farmland provides vital homes for breeding 
waders, such as lapwings and curlews.

The rain that falls on Bowland provides 
water for a large part of the population  
of Lancashire and the moorland acts  
as a carbon store, locking away harmful 
climate change-causing gas and making 
this stunning landscape as essential for 
people as it is for wildlife. 

Sadly, intensive land management and 
illegal practices have damaged this special 
place and threatened its precious plants 
and wildlife. Hen harriers and peregrines 
are now failing to breed even at traditional 
nest sites and breeding waders are not as 
numerous as they should be. Habitats have 
become degraded and fragmented, 
causing erosion, which has led to carbon 
escaping and impacted local water quality. 
We must work together to restore this 
landscape, protect its wildlife, raise 
awareness and further promote Bowland 
as a nature-based tourist destination.    

Our work so far
For over three decades we’ve been 
forming relationships and working closely 
with other like-minded organisations within 
the Bowland Futurescape area. Our 
partnership with water company, United 
Utilities has been central to our work here. 
Since the 1980s we have monitored the 
core English hen harrier population on the 
United Utilities Bowland estate and are 
now also working on Skydancer, a project 
aimed at protecting and conserving nesting 
hen harriers in the English uplands. 
Furthermore, we are working closely with 
the company to help deliver its Sustainable 
Catchment Management Programme 
(SCaMP), restoring blanket bog, creating 
new native oak woodlands and 
implementing water- and nature-friendly 
management measures for moorland, 
meadows and rushy grazing pasture across 
thousands of hectares of upland habitat. 

Our relationship with the farming 
community is also essential. We have 
advised over 130 farmers and land 
managers on how to create homes for 
breeding waders through the Bowland 
Breeding Wader Project; monitored the 
breeding success of lapwings on over  
60 farms through the Bowland Lapwing 
Recovery Project; and advised farmers  
on how to use wildlife to promote and 
develop other areas of their business. 

In partnership with the Forest of Bowland 
AONB, United Utilities and Ribble Valley 
Borough Council, we have delivered  
a programme of local education projects, 
farm events, school visits and guided walks 
as part of the year-round Festival Bowland. 
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Hen harriers are awe-inspiring 
upland birds of prey, best known  
for the male’s spectacular courtship 
display known as “skydancing”. 
Their numbers have been 
threatened over recent years and 
the population is now so small that 
they have not nested successfully 
on the United Utilities Bowland 
estate since 2011. We’re working 
with the company and its tenants to 
monitor potential nesting pairs and 
restore habitat to provide the homes 
that hen harriers so desperately 
need. We are also raising awareness 
of the issues affecting hen harriers 
through the Skydancer project. We 
must ensure they have a place in 
this landscape long into the future. 

Hen harriers in 
Bowland



What’s next?
We will continue to focus on the protection of hen harriers  
on the United Utilities estate and, through the Skydancer 
project, we will work with local communities to inform and 
inspire them about this threatened bird of prey. Engaging with 
the local community, schools and businesses is central to our 
vision here and it is essential that we communicate the 
importance of restoring habitats across the Bowland area  
for the benefit of both people and wildlife. 

We will also continue to build on our relationships with local 
farmers, supporting and helping them to create more homes 
for breeding waders and other wildlife, while running a 
profitable farm business. 

Get in touch
We want to hear your ideas about how we can work together 
to make Bowland even better for people and wildlife. 

Area Conservation Manager, North West England
Graham Jones
T 01524 581018
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The RSPB has been a great help to our business and has always 
been available for advice. A third of our land is in the Higher Level 
Stewardship scheme, which helps us manage many of our fields for 
breeding waders, while improving grazing for our livestock. We have 
already seen the number of lapwings double across the farm.”
Malcolm Woodhouse, Barkin Gate Farm, Roeburndale West
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The RSPB is a member of 
BirdLife International, a 
partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

The Bowland Futurescapes project 
is kindly supported by:    

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s 
rich and diverse natural 
heritage for the benefit of all
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