
An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
At first glance the Nene Valley is just a 
string of flooded gravel pits – the product 
of decades of human activity digging for 
sand and gravel. But these lakes and their 
surroundings host a wealth of wildlife.  
In summer, dragonflies dodge hunting 
hobbies, while the lake margins burble  
with the songs of warblers. In winter, over 
twenty thousand water birds arrive and 
bitterns hide away in reedy corners, while 
otters fish the backwaters.

Much of the valley is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) for its wildlife,
while the masses of wintering ducks
and other wetland birds mean it is now
recognised as being internationally 
important for migrating birds.

Sadly, most floodplain grasslands, 
reedbeds and wet woodlands have been 
lost from this landscape. But there is much 
that can be done to restore and re-create 
them. In some places, mineral operators, 
planners and conservation organisations 
are working together to restore sand and 
gravel quarries, and bring back some of 
what has been lost.

The Nene Valley is special for people too.  
It is cherished as a place for the quiet 
enjoyment of wildlife, from families 
feeding ducks to enthusiasts searching 
out the rarest species, such as bearded 
tits. Our vision is that the valley and its 
wildlife will become the natural backdrop 
to cultural and recreational activities that 
enhance the quality of life of both new 
and existing communities. 

Our work so far
We’re working hard to protect this special 
landscape for future generations of both 
wildlife and people to enjoy. We played a 
key role in lobbying for the protection of 
the Nene Valley’s wetlands – work that 
resulted in a huge new SSSI being 
designated in 2006, and a new Special 
Protection Area (SPA) in 2011.

We are now working together with the 
Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust to realise a 
shared vision for the benefit of all. We are 
focusing on the restoration of reedbeds, 
lowland wet grasslands and wet 
woodlands, all essential national priorities. 

Our work with farmers is helping to protect
farmland birds like tree sparrows and
skylarks, and breeding waders such as
lapwings. With our help, several farmers
have successfully applied for Higher
Level Stewardship grants to manage
hedgerows, restore grasslands and create
shallow wetlands for breeding waders.  
By working closely with landowners and
mineral companies we have maximised 
the benefits that can be achieved by
restoring areas earmarked for mineral
quarrying and we have shared our findings 
with the Nature After Minerals project, a 
partnership with Natural England and the 
Mineral Products Association.

At a strategic level we are a partner of  
the Nene Valley Nature Improvement 
Area. We are also working closely with the 
County Council and other local councils, 
Natural England and the Northamptonshire 
Wildlife Trust to help shape emerging 
land-use policy affecting the valley.
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A strange booming rolls down  
the valley, like a distant foghorn:  
a rare male bittern is making his 
secretive presence felt. Bitterns 
need extensive, wet reedbeds, full 
of small fish for food. In our modern 
landscapes, gravel quarries offer  
one of the best chances to create 
what they need. But reedbeds 
aren’t just good for bitterns; they 
benefit hundreds of other species, 
from otters and water voles to 
marsh harriers and dragonflies...  
and people, who like to experience  
all of these in a wild and natural 
landscape. We’re working together 
with partners to restore this vital 
habitat and build homes for nature 
throughout the Nene Valley.
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What’s next?
We want to increase the recognition of, and support for, the 
valley’s important wildlife and the contribution it makes to a 
high quality of life for local communities. But we can’t do this 
alone. We will continue to build on existing relationships with 
key partners, such as the Wildlife Trust and the River Nene 
Regional Park, while forming new ones throughout the area. 

We will promote the re-creation of reedbeds, wet grasslands 
and wet woodlands, through the restoration of mineral sites 
and by working closely with farmers and landowners. Most 
importantly, we will continue to build positive relationships 
with local communities. It is only by working together that we 
can make a real difference for nature across the Nene Valley. 

Get in touch
We want to hear your ideas about how we can work together 
to make the Nene Valley even better for people and wildlife.
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On a frosty day, watching a mass of golden plovers wheel high 
over the lakes is a magical experience. I’m proud to have played  
a part in protecting the lakes these birds need and look forward  
to helping other people see what a super asset they have, right 
on their own doorsteps.”
David James, RSPB volunteer and local bird surveyor
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The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
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Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich 
and diverse natural heritage 
for the benefit of all
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