Haweswater

North Lakes
An amazing place for people
and for wildlife
Enjoyed by millions of visitors annually,
the North Lakes area offers an aweinspiring landscape of open fells, wooded
valleys, lakes, tumbling streams and
meadows. Dramatic scenery and natural
beauty are part and parcel of the North
Lakes experience. But they are also a vital
natural resource for birds and other wildlife.
Sadly, this area is currently facing several
major challenges. Traditional hill farming
is under threat, wildlife is struggling and
the landscape is failing to deliver a
number of essential services, including
carbon storage and raw water quality.
By working together with partners such as
water company United Utilities, we aim to
inspire a landscape that combines the Lake
District’s stunning scenery with wildlife-rich
areas. We’re helping to improve the water
quality of lakes, tarns and rivers, restore
lost hay meadows, re-wet upland bogs
and reverse the historical loss of native
woodland and heather moorland.
We hope to enhance this landscape to
support spectacular wildlife such as red
grouse, wood warblers, golden eagles
and curlews; provide livelihoods for future
generations of farmers; support tourism
and local communities; and adapt to
climate change, as well as provide
high-quality drinking water.
By building relationships with local
communities, schools and visitors, we also
hope to safeguard these activities and
protect this landscape long into the future.

Our work so far
The North Lakes are a living, breathing
landscape and it is only by fully integrating
our plans with local activities that we can
make a real difference for both people
and wildlife. As such, we have taken on
the tenancy of two sheep farms – Naddle
and Swindale – on the United Utilitiesowned Haweswater estate.
Totalling some 750 hectares, as well
as associated commons rights, we are
managing the land primarily for water
quality and wildlife, as well as food
production. To achieve this we are
changing our grazing levels, which will
help restore peat and important upland
vegetation. Alongside United Utilities’
Sustainable Catchment Management
Programme (SCaMP), we’re also helping
to plant 355,000 native trees, including
juniper, rowan, birch, alder and hawthorn.
This will help stabilise the fell sides and
improve water quality, as well as provide
long-term homes for nature.
Our work on the SCaMP stretches beyond
the farm tenancies and into Haweswater
and Thirlmere. Not only will this project
revitalise the fells for wildlife, but it will
ensure that water sourced from this area
is of the highest possible quality, and
therefore less reliant on costly treatment.
We are working closely with farmers and
landowners to secure better support for
farming systems that are delivering a range
of environmental benefits, alongside food
production. We want to build a consensus
for a vision of a sustainable future based on
food, nature and landscape conservation.

Golden eagle
Once a thriving part of the Lake
District, the majestic golden eagle
has disappeared from our skies.
Famous for their incredible hunting
prowess and ability to travel over
huge home ranges, these birds
were a common sight during the
early eighteenth century before
widespread persecution led to their
near extinction. In 1969 they started
to breed again at Haweswater, but
this achievement was short-lived.
Today only a solitary male occupies
the valley, a stark reminder of the
absence of the rest of his species.
By restoring a full suite of Lakeland
habitats and associated prey
species, such as red grouse,
we hope to return this bird to
successful breeding numbers.

Penrith
Bassenthwaite

Pooley Bridge

Keswick
Derwentwater

Ullswater

opyright. All rights reserved. RSPB licence 100021787

Thirlmere
Haweswater

KEY
main road
Futurescape area
towns
nature reserves

North Lakes

“ United Utilities has had a long and successful relationship with

the RSPB. We fully support the aspirations of the North Lakes
Futurescape project in promoting the full range of ecosystem
services that the Lake District fells provide and in particular their
role as the primary filter for our drinking water catchments.”
John Gorst, Catchment Biodiversity Officer

What’s next?

Get in touch

Our ambitions for the North Lakes are big. We hope to restore
the full range of moorland habitats, including blanket bog,
upland heath, scrub, mire, fen and grassland. This will provide
the right conditions for breeding birds, such as golden eagles,
red grouse and curlews, and help return them to thriving
numbers. We will also seek to restore rare juniper woodlands,
upland oaks and ash woodlands, which provide essential
homes for breeding redstarts and pied flycatchers.

We want to hear your ideas about how we can work together
to make the North Lakes even better for people and wildlife.
North Lakes Futurescape Lead
Bill Kenmir
T 07736 640926
E bill.kenmir@rspb.org.uk

We can only achieve these goals by building relationships
with other organisations and communities, and by maintaining
the vital economic and social links formed between local
communities and land management activities.

The North Lakes Futurescapes project is
kindly supported by:

Natura 2000 – Europe’s
nature for you. We are
working together across the
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich
and diverse natural heritage
for the benefit of all

Futurescapes is
generously supported
by the EU Life+
Communications
Programme

The RSPB is a member
of BirdLife International,
a partnership of conservation
organisations working to give
nature a home around the world
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