
Creating an amazing place for 
people and wildlife
More than a quarter of a million migrating 
wading birds and wildfowl visit the Ribble 
coast and wetlands during the winter 
months, making it one of the top three 
sites for water birds in the UK. In the 
spring, the marshes and mosses are home 
to thousands of nesting birds, including 
lapwings, redshanks and avocets.

Stretching north and south from the 
mouth of the estuary is the UK’s largest 
area of sand dunes. This is home to rare 
animals, including natterjack toads and 
sand lizards, and spectacular insects such 
as the dune tiger beetle. There is also a 
hugely diverse and colourful collection of 
plants to enjoy. Behind the dunes and 
marshes, the farmed mosses still support 
the traditional suite of farmland wildlife, 
which has been lost from much of Britain. 
Species like corn buntings and brown 
hares are widespread and it is one of the 
UK’s strongholds for water voles.

But sadly, the marshes, mosses and sand 
dunes that provide homes for our wildlife 
have become fragmented and isolated. 
We have some fabulous nature reserves, 
but large areas of land have become 
increasingly hostile to wildlife and life is 
tough for animals trying to move between 
the remaining natural areas.
 
Our aim is to work together with local 
communities and businesses to restore 
and re-create a network of natural oases 
linked by chains of wildlife havens where 
people can relax and enjoy nature, now 
and into the future. 

Our work so far
Partnership working is key to our 
ambitions for this landscape and in 2007  
a partnership of public and private bodies 
produced a vision for a Ribble Coast and 
Wetlands Regional Park. We have taken a 
leading role in realising this vision through 
our habitat restoration work throughout 
the area. In 2006, we purchased 180 
hectares (ha) of land at Hesketh Out 
Marsh in partnership with the 
Environment Agency. We have worked 
hard to rejuvenate this area and restore 
land that had been taken from the estuary 
for agricultural use in the 1980s. 

At Marshside we recently extended our 
landholding where we are creating ideal 
conditions for the Ribble’s water birds and 
in 2014 we acquired more land at Hesketh 
Out Marsh in order to return it to essential 
saltmarsh habitat. As part of a partnership 
between Natural England and the 
Environment Agency, this latest venture is 
a managed realignment project, which 
involves improving flood defences before 
breaching the outer banks and allowing the 
land in-between to revert back to natural 
saltmarsh. The project will restore 350 ha 
and reduce the risk of flooding to 140 local 
homes and seven square kilometres of 
farmland, as well as providing precious 
new homes for wetland wildlife. 

We work with many other partners and 
landowners in the area, such as the 
Freckleton and Newton Marsh Owners 
Association. Our close relationship means 
that we can work together to help protect 
the black-tailed godwits, lapwings and 
other wildlife that live on their land.

Ribble Coast and Wetlands

Pink-footed geese

There are few more evocative 
sounds in the countryside than  
the cries of lapwings or “chewits” 
on their spectacular spring display 
flights. But these once-common 
birds of the British countryside have 
declined sharply over the past three 
decades. Lapwings nest in open 
country on short grass and 
ploughed fields, especially where 
there are muddy margins and pools. 
Young chicks feed on insect life and 
are perfectly camouflaged as they 
crouch and hide from predators  
on the bare earth. At our Marshside 
reserve, we create pools to increase 
the food supply for chicks and erect 
fences to protect nesting lapwings 
from predators. Many local farmers 
also help by moving nests while 
working on their fields, leaving the 
birds to sit happily on their eggs  
just a few metres from where  
they were before. 

Looking after  
our lapwings



What’s next?
We’ll continue to work with farmers and landowners across  
the Ribble coast and wetlands, advising them on how they 
can help wildlife on their land. Our reserve work will 
continue too, with the completion of the Hesketh Out 
Marsh and Marshside reserve programmes over the next 
two years. As part of this, we will promote sustainable 
water management through a network of wet features, 
supporting water birds, dragonflies and water voles. We 
will also conduct surveys of key habitats and species to 
understand the area better and we hope to increase the 
number of volunteers involved in this vital work. We must 
continue to raise awareness of the rich wildlife heritage  
of this landscape and the need for landscape-scale 
conservation amongst local communities. 

Get in touch
Please get in touch with us to discuss how we can work 
together to make the Ribble coast and wetlands even 
better for people and wildlife:
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The Ribble Coast and Wetlands Futurescapes project is kindly 
supported by: 

 
Ribble Coast and 
Wetlands
“ We’re delighted to be 

working in partnership on a 
major new flood defence 
scheme that will use restored 
saltmarsh to absorb wave 
energy and tackle the effects 
of climate change in the 
Hesketh Bank area. The 
scheme will reduce flood risk 
to homes and farmland at the 
same time as creating homes 
for birds and other wildlife. ”
Keith Ashcroft, 
Environment Agency  
Area Manager for Cumbria 
and Lancashire
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The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich 
and diverse natural heritage 
for the benefit of all
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