
An amazing place for people  
and for wildlife
Situated in the northern part of the Peak 
District, the Dark Peak is characterised by 
remote peat-dominated upland moors and 
rocky gritstone crags. It is an awe-inspiring 
landscape that is home to a range of 
upland plants and animals. And people  
love it too. Climbers, walkers and cyclists 
all head here to get away from the urban 
grind of Greater Manchester, Sheffield and 
the surrounding towns. So special is this 
landscape that it has been chosen by the 
Government as one of only 12 Nature 
Improvement Areas (NIAs) in England. 

Although there is some amazing wildlife  
in this area, the moorland has lost much of 
its natural sphagnum moss-rich vegetation, 
which is now found in small isolated 
pockets. This is because much of the 
peatland habitat, known as blanket bog, 
has been damaged by industrial pollution, 
overgrazing and burning. This has led to 
widespread erosion, with peat washing 
into our streams and reservoirs. Blanket 
bog is globally rare and vital as a carbon 
store, water source and home for wildlife. 
As part of the Dark Peak NIA, we are 
working with partners to restore these 
essential habitats and give nature a home 
across the Dark Peak. By restoring blanket 
bog, flower-rich grassland, heath, scrub 
and woodlands, we are also helping to lock 
up carbon and improve water quality.

People will benefit from this work too. We 
are improving access across the Dark Peak 
so that visitors can take in even more of 
this dramatic landscape, its iconic habitats 
and wildlife, both now and in the future. 

Our work so far
In 2010 we signed a lease with water 
company United Utilities to jointly manage 
4,000 hectares (ha) of its land at Dove 
Stone, near Oldham, carrying on work 
jointly developed with United Utilities 
through the ground-breaking Sustainable 
Catchment Management Programme 
(SCaMP), working on over 6,000 ha of 
moorland. This programme has enabled 
United Utilities to meet a number of 
government conservation targets, improve 
raw water quality and help support the 
livelihoods of United Utilities tenant farms. 
At Dove Stone we are managing the area 
to maximise its potential for people, water 
and wildlife through a programme that 
includes extensive blanket bog restoration 
and native woodland creation. We have 
also helped to transform the formerly 
eroding bogs of the Dark Peak through the 
Peak District National Parks’ Moors for  
the Future Partnership (MFF), which has 
carried out significant work on National 
Trust estates, as well as other land.

We have also joined forces with the 
National Trust to manage 2,700 ha of 
upland, known as Eastern Moors, near 
Sheffield on behalf of the Peak District 
National Park Authority. Here, we have 
been carrying out extensive restoration 
on badly eroded bridleways to improve 
public access to the moors. At Burbage 
Moor, on the outskirts of Sheffield, we  
are working alongside the City Council  
to remove a badly damaged conifer 
plantation, originally planted in the 1970s. 
Replacing this with native woodland and 
open moorland will provide precious new 
habitats and vital homes for nature. 

The Dark Peak

Dove Stone

Golden plovers are wading birds with 
distinctive gold and black summer 
plumage. Owing to the loss of their 
upland breeding habitat across the 
UK, their numbers are declining. 
Each spring they breed on the Peak 
District’s blanket bogs where their 
chicks can feed extensively on 
cranefly, the eggs of which are  
laid in wet peat. We are working  
in partnership with United Utilities  
to restore hundreds of hectares of 
degraded blanket bog, which involves  
blocking drains and gullies to raise 
the water table. As the peat 
becomes wetter, the number of 
cranefly increases, ensuring a plentiful  
food supply for golden plover chicks.

Restoring  
blanket bog for 
golden plovers



What’s next?
We have big ambitions for the Dark Peak area and beyond. 
Our vision is to work on a landscape-scale to protect and 
enhance this stunning landscape for both people and wildlife. 

We will continue to restore blanket bog and woodland at 
Dove Stone, while enhancing public access routes at Eastern 
Moors and Dove Stone; giving both residents and visitors the 
chance to engage with their incredible natural surroundings. 
As part of the NIA and MFF Partnership, we will continue  
to strengthen our relationships and projects with existing 
partners, while aiming to develop new partnerships with 
organisations, businesses and individuals. It is only by 
working together that we can take the small steps that  
make a big difference. 

Get in touch
We want to hear your ideas about how we can work together 
to make the Dark Peak even better for people and wildlife.  

Peak District Site Manager
Dave O’Hara 
T 01457 819880
M 07739 921460

The Dark Peak
The Dark Peak and South 
Pennine Moorlands represent 
some of the most accessible 
and cherished ‘wilderness’  
in England, whilst also being 
the most degraded moorland 
landscape in Europe. Restoring 
moorland habitats like blanket 
bog is essential for the  
long-term health of this 
landscape, its wildlife and 
communities. The MFF 
Partnership is doing some 
magnificent work to secure  
a brighter future for  
this amazing region.”
Chris Dean, Partnership 
Manager, MFF Partnership
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The Dark Peak Futurescapes project is kindly supported by:

“

The RSPB is a member  
of BirdLife International,  
a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give 
nature a home around the world

Futurescapes is 
generously supported 
by the EU Life+ 
Communications 
Programme

Natura 2000 – Europe’s 
nature for you. We are 
working together across the 
EU to safeguard Europe’s rich 
and diverse natural heritage 
for the benefit of all
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