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The Galloway Kite Trail (GKT) is a community based wildlife viewing initiative created 
by RSPB Scotland in partnership with Forestry Commission Scotland, local farmers 
and tourist businesses, with initial funding support from Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH), VisitScotland and LEADER+, and development funding through Sulwath 
Connections, a partnership part funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and SNH. The 
trail was launched in October 2003 during the successful reintroduction of red kites to 
the Loch Ken area. Using visitor data gathered since 2004, an economic analysis was 
undertaken to measure the impact of the GKT on the surrounding area of Dumfries & 
Galloway (D&G). The main findings of this analysis are as follows: 

•	 £2.63million	new	spend	in	the	local	economy	since	2004	due	to	GKT
•	 Minimum	of	13	extra	jobs	supported	per	year	since	2004	by	GKT
•	 Increasing	 annual	 trends	 in	 visitor	 spending,	 jobs	 supported,	 and	 the	

significance of GKT within D&G tourism

Wellbeing and the Environment

The RSPB places great value on 
preserving and furthering the benefits 
people receive from nature. Much of 
our economics work revolves around 
exploring these benefits and the links 
between the natural environment and 
the economy.

Wellbeing through wildlife can take 
on a number of forms. Exposure to 
nature has been shown to aid physical 
and mental health, stimulate learning 
in young people, and provide cultural 
benefits, such as sense of place and 
spiritual wellbeing. There are also 
numerous other services offered by 
ecosystems, like water purification and 
carbon sequestration that are hugely 
valuable.

This report, though, is concerned with 
the more tangible economic benefits 

that conservation sites offer to their local communities, in particular, the increase in 
spending that comes from wildlife tourism. Through People Engagement surveys on 
the GKT, the measurable increases in employment in Dumfries & Galloway resulting 
from GKT tourism were assessed. 



Findings

1. Motivation

Since 2004, 700 questionnaires were completed by parties visiting the GKT feeding 
station and other service providers. An integral part of calculating spend attributable 
to GKT was the motivation question, which asked people’s reasons for visiting D&G. 

The above chart shows that over the past six years, the GKT has played a significant 
part in attracting visitors to D&G, with over a quarter of respondents including it in their 
major	motivations	for	visiting	the	area.	There	have	been	over	40,000	recorded	visitors	
to the feeding station section of the GKT since 2004 (an underestimate of total visitors 
to the GKT). Combining these data shows that over the past six years, the GKT has 
been a factor in attracting at least 10,000 visitors to D&G. 



2. Economic impact of the GKT in D&G

Year 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Total Spend 
by visitors to 

the GKT1

£2,523,317 £2,802,747 £3,255,828 £3,068,179 £3,538,858 £5,890,858

Spend 
attributable 

to GKT2

£252,332 £367,861 £453,374 £368,181 £498,094 £690,703

FTE Jobs 
created3 8.10 11.57 13.88 10.95 14.39 19.69

Over the six years since the GKT was established, there has been a minimum spend 
in	 the	area	by	visitors	 to	 the	GKT	of	£21million.	The	amount	of	money	comprising	
new	spending	in	the	region	since	2004,	specific	to	the	GKT,	is	over	£2.5million.	As	
a consequence of visitors being attracted to the region, the GKT has supported an 
average	of	over	13	Full	Time	Equivalent	(FTE)	jobs	per	year	in	D&G	since	2004.	

3. Trends

As shown in the graph below, not only are there increasing trends in the economic 
impacts of GKT tourism, but there is also an increasing trend in the importance of the 
GKT in visitors’ motivations for coming to the area. This message illustrates a rising 
popularity and importance of the GKT within D&G’s tourism industry, supported by 
steadily increasing visitor numbers.



Conclusions

The results of our six-year study show the significant economic impact made by 
the GKT to the surrounding local communities, and broader area of Dumfries & 
Galloway.	In	2009,	the	GKT	introduced	almost	£700,000	of	new	spend	into	the	local	
economy,	supporting	almost	20	FTE	jobs.	

These figures are significant in their own right; however, they represent only a 
small portion of the overall benefits offered by a site such as the GKT. In terms of 
tangible economic impact, visitor spending represents only one means by which 
local	jobs	and	income	are	supported.	Other	significant	contributions	from	spending	
on local businesses by the site itself, directly employed staff and volunteers, and 
the money they, in turn, spend in the local community, are not accounted for here. 
Consequently,	the	actual	number	of	FTE	jobs	supported	by	the	GKT	as	a	whole	will	
be significantly higher.

In addition, these economic impacts illustrate only one aspect of the varied benefits 
offered by the GKT to the local community. The full range of benefits of a site such 
as this involves health, educational, and cultural benefits that are much harder to 
quantify, but no less important for it. Nevertheless, the continuing, and increasing, 
economic and employment contribution makes a profound case for prioiritising 
investment in the GKT, and other similar sites for wildlife recreation, in D&G.

1 Calculated using visitor numbers, nights stayed, and 24 hour spend by visitors from outside D&G

2 75% of spend for those who said the GKT was “the main reason” for visiting D&G and 25% of spend for those 
who said the GKT was “one of the reasons” for visiting D&G was attributed to the GKT. 

3 Calculated using a deflated average wage given by employment effect multipliers for relevant industries, 
obtained from the latest Scottish Government input:output tables.

Calum Murray, GKT Community Liaison Officer at Bellymack Hill Feeding Station.
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The European Agricultural Fund
for Rural Development:
Europe investing in rural areas

RSPB Scotland is part of the RSPB, which speaks out for birds  
and wildlife, tackling the problems that threaten our environment.  
Nature is amazing – help us keep it that way.

Galloway Kite Trail
This to me is an outstanding example of how a modestly 

funded project, the initial focus of which centered on 
wildlife, interpretation and enjoyment of rural Dumfries 
& Galloway, can be transformed into a wildlife tourism 
project that brings long term sustainable benefits to a 
wide range of local community and business interests.

Riddell Graham, Director of  Partnerships, VisitScotland.
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