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Foreword
Earth holds a limited supply of
nutrients in the soil. A sustainable life
would ensure that those nutrients
could be used over and over again.
Rocks beneath the soil hold limited
supplies of minerals upon which our
global industries depend. A
sustainable life would ensure that
those minerals could be used over
and over again. Animals and plants
depend upon clean sources of air and
water to grow. A sustainable life
would ensure that our air and water
would remain clean - for ever. Our
energy comes from the Sun – either
directly from sunlight – or indirectly
from fossilised sunshine in the form
of coal, oil and natural gas. A
sustainable life would ensure that
energy use would not exceed energy
available from the Sun.
One of today’s buzz-phrases is
ecological footprint – we are
constantly reminded to reduce our
ecological footprint. But what does
this mean? Simply it means living a
sustainable life: a life where nothing
is wasted and thrown away, where
recycling and reuse are the norm; a
life where energy is used wisely, using
no more than the Sun can supply; a
life where water and air are clean and
pure achieved by the sensible
utilisation of minerals, nutrients and
energy.
Unfortunately there are many
examples in history where mankind
did not live sustainably, where
societies expanded and ultimately
collapsed, like the Anasazi community
of New Mexico that disappeared
before 1200 AD and the Maya

Children and young people
need to be at the centre of
the move towards a
sustainable future; a future
of shared values – values of
health, prosperity and
equality: a future where
children and young people
develop as citizens of planet
Earth, shaping their future
in sustainable living.
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community of the Yucatan Peninsula
that disappeared over a thousand
years ago1. Mankind has never been
as well connected as now – global
communication and technologies
keep us in touch. We learn from one
another. And we can learn about
sustainable living. It would be naïve
to suggest that sustainable living
could happen overnight. It will be a
gradual but accelerating process
brought about by global and local
societies, like our own in Northern
Ireland.
Children and young people need to
be at the centre of the move towards
a sustainable future; a future of
shared values – values of health,
prosperity and equality: a future
where children and young people
develop as citizens of planet Earth,
shaping their future in sustainable
living.
And that is why the publication of the
RSPB’s vision for sustainable schools
is so important. It is a local
navigational tool for charting a course
towards a sustainable future for
Northern Ireland’s schools. Once
embarked upon a course towards a
sustainable future, those children and
young people will have embarked
upon a life voyage. Let us help them
on their journey by embracing the
principles of Sustainable Schools:
building, inspiring and protecting our
shared future.

Dr Julian Greenwood
Head of Teaching and Learning (Science)
Stranmillis University College, Belfast

Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

A photograph of Earth from
space shows a living skin –
like the skin of an apple –
but thinner than that, and it
is that skin that keeps Earth
habitable. That skin contains
all the soil, air and water
that maintain the life
support systems upon
which we all depend.
Disrupt any of the life
support systems and we
jeopardise our very future
here and the futures of the
countless millions of other
species of animals and
plants that share this planet
with us.
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Introduction
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The RSPB believes that sustainable development principles must
lie at the core of the education system such that all educational
establishments become vibrant showcases of sustainable
development among the communities they serve. At the heart
of these principles is our shared environment and all it provides
for us today, and will need to provide for future generations.

Much has been written about
sustainable development in an
educational context and many
excellent examples of sustainability
in practice exist in our schools and
other educational institutions, both
in terms of the infrastructure and the
formal and non-formal curriculum.
However, to date there is no cohesive
policy providing a vision or setting
out the support needed to realise this
most fundamental step forward in
Northern Ireland’s future.

Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

The Northern Ireland Sustainable
Development Strategy, ‘First Steps
Towards Sustainability’2, launched in
2006 identified the contribution of
education to sustainable development
in NI. The subsequent
Implementation Plan3 sets out a
number of targets for education, all
of which have merit, but are
piecemeal and somehow lack a sense
of the big picture and therefore the
imperative for everyone to get behind
them and get on with it! In 2007, the
Department of Education published
a consultation on Sustainable
Schools4 but this had much more to
do with the economic viability of our
schools than true sustainability.
Similarly, there are numerous
initiatives to raise standards and
promote good practice in our schools.
The Extended Schools Programme5,
for example, is producing excellent
results and RSPB acknowledges all
the efforts that have been made but
without an overarching vision we
miss opportunities to foster
something much bigger and longer
term – the opportunity to empower
our young people to live their lives
in a way that will itself sustain life.
In this document, the RSPB
challenges government to redefine
Sustainable Schools in Northern
Ireland, and to devise policies and
structures that will deliver schools
and learning that are truly sustainable.
Through three cornerstones –
building, inspiring and protecting –
we demonstrate the diverse and
complimentary ways in which schools
contribute to sustainability, giving
examples of what is already being
achieved, the diverse benefits this
brings, and how individuals have
been inspired to continue to take
action.
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There are many excellent examples,
on our doorstep and across the globe,
of how sustainable schools might be
achieved so we don’t have to start
from scratch. We can learn from the
experience of colleagues in other
jurisdictions. For example, in England
much effort has already been invested
in establishing Sustainable Schools
and in Wales, Education for
Sustainable Development and Global
Citizenship (ESDGC) has been placed
at the centre of Government. The time
is right for us in Northern Ireland to
grasp the opportunity to develop a
strategy for delivering sustainable
schools and ESDGC.
It is twenty years since the visionary
Brundtland report, ‘Our Common
Future’6 which launched the concept
of the three pillars of Sustainable
Development along with the policy
changes needed for achieving this,
and a wealth of ideas and initiatives
have emerged since then. We have
a new political energy and
understanding in Northern Ireland
that we only dreamed of twenty years
ago. Sustainable development and
a brighter Northern Ireland go hand
in hand: we must use this opportunity
to bring all the players together and
to prepare a solid foundation for a
positive, shared future and celebrate
Brundtland’s coming of age.
This document is not intended to be
a definitive prescription – rather, it is
a call to action and an invitation. The
RSPB calls on the new administration
to use its energy, and the unique
position of Sustainable Development
at the very heart of government, to
create a vision and provide the
necessary framework for sustainable
schools in Northern Ireland to become
a reality. We also invite all
contributors from formal and informal
education, the public and private
business sector, the environmental,
development and community NGOs
and everyone who seeks to make a
difference to enter into a dialogue on
this issue. Through inclusive debate
and sharing our visions and
aspirations, together with
government backing, we can ensure
that tomorrow’s decision makers
enjoy a comprehensive, cohesive,
outward looking education that will
bring benefits to all people, locally
and globally. We must not fail the
young people whose future depends
on our courage to act today.

Janet Wilson
Education Manager,
RSPB Northern Ireland
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Building, inspiring and prot ectin g o u r s h ar ed f u t u r e

7

Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

Redefining Sustainable Schools
- the Vision

The sustainability of a school is about
far more than just its size and
economic viability – it is about the
role it plays within the community
and environment, rural and urban,
locally and globally, as a physical
structure and a source of learning,
inspiration, and action. It is through
recognising this diverse opportunity
that we will not only provide all of
our young people with an excellent
quality of education, but also deliver
our Government’s aspiration for a
sustainable future.
As with all the other aspects of the
world we live in and experience every
day, the composite elements of
sustainable learning all contribute
and complement each other. For
instance, the management and design
of schools and grounds directly
impacts on the environment, but at
the same time the whole school
environment plays a vital role in
shaping attitudes and behaviour in
young people. Innovative teaching
practices engage pupils and increase
their attainment, while also
connecting them with the
environment and world around them,
inspiring concern and action to
protect it, and promoting healthy
lifestyles and committed citizenship.
For Education for Sustainable
Development and Global Citizenship
(ESDGC) to become more than an
aspiration, a combination of elements
will be required. Just as providing
the right physical environment will
not on its own embed a culture of
sustainability, while the curriculum
is another key piece of the solution,
it alone does not go far enough to
ensure that sustainability will be
embedded in every school. Similarly,
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for young people to develop a true
sense of sustainable citizenship, they
must engage with their communities
and look beyond to the wider world.
The physical environment in which
they spend their time, integrated with
innovative teaching activities, set
alongside developing connections
and interactions with the local and
global environments and
communities will work together to
develop them as sustainable citizens
empowered to meet the challenges
of the future and to enjoy the lives
they lead. In short, it will be through
a holistic view of the buildings and
school grounds complemented by
the curriculum, learning activities and
ethos of the school that a culture of
sustainability is embedded.
The following sections outline this
vision in more detail. These include
specific targeted ‘asks’ to Government
to guarantee that it successfully
ensures the overall requirement
below is achieved.
Sustainability is undoubtedly on the
agenda, but it is happening in a
fragmented, piecemeal way and as
such we stand to lose the enormous
benefits for society, environment and
economy that we are poised to gain
at this time. The Sustainable
Development Implementation Plan
sets a target for 25% of all schools to
gain Eco-school status by 20097.
Along with many organisations’
awards and incentive schemes, EcoSchools recognition is an extremely
worthwhile aspiration and
undoubtedly contributes to
sustainability in our schools. This
target is a great first step and is to be
encouraged and supported, but what
about the other 75% of schools? It is

not enough at this time for
Government to be content to set this
as the target for the future. Right now
we need a cohesive, visionary
strategy for Education for Sustainable
Development and Global Citizenship,
that will be reflected in revised
Sustainable Development
Implementation Plans, leading to truly
sustainable schools in Northern
Ireland. Not only would this serve
future generations in a positive way
but also would demonstrate the
maturity of this administration as a
leader in progressive thinking.
Priorities for RSPB Northern
Ireland
The RSPB believes that Government
should:
I Commit to redefining the vision of
Sustainable Schools in Northern
Ireland (acknowledging the equal
importance of the natural
environment, society and the
economy within it).
I Establish an inclusive Panel for
Education for Sustainable
Development and Global
Citizenship, drawing on the broad
expertise of the Northern Ireland
community with experience in this
field.
I Empower the Department of
Education to develop a challenging
accreditation scheme for
sustainable schools in Northern
Ireland and ensure that the targets
set are assessed as part of the
schools’ inspection process.
I Ensure that this accreditation by
schools should become one of
OFMDFM’s sustainable
development indicators and
should be complete by 2020.

Building
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In this section, we consider
some aspects of the physical
school environment,
acknowledging the role this
plays in the building of a
sustainable society. Northern
Ireland needs the young
people of today to become
fully participative members of
a democratic sustainable
society tomorrow. Young
people spend a great
proportion of their time in the
school environment and since
the environment around them
shapes their thinking and
attitudes, we owe it to them to
make it the best it can be, and
to ensure that it prepares them
for the lives they will lead.

Building, inspiring and prot ectin g o u r s h ar ed f u t u r e
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Energy
By reducing the amount of energy
used and revising how it is sourced,
a school not only saves money but
also reduces its impact on climate
change and the overall demand for
finite resources. Some of the steps
schools can take to address this
include simply replacing light bulbs
with energy efficient equivalents (and
making a point of turning them off in

Purchasing and Waste
Sourcing resources consumed in the
school from local suppliers benefits
businesses in the local community,
while at the same time reducing
emissions associated with
transporting the goods and services
to the school. This also makes it easier
to check how and where the product
was produced (including whether it
is from ethical and fair trade sources),
and on the sustainability credentials
of the company providing them itself.

Alistair Dunne, Headmaster at
Fivemiletown College, said:“We are
all extremely excited about the
ongoing developments being made
to the school site. The whole
community wanted a school that was
both a legacy and focal point for the
town and we all felt that it was
important that the new school should
be environmentally friendly and lead
the way for the community.
Sustainable living will be second
nature to our students.”

)
bi

There are a number of sustainability
considerations relating to the food
provided by a school, some building
on those identified under Purchasing
and Waste. Locally sourced food is
likely to be fresher and therefore helps
to promote healthy eating amongst
pupils, while also benefiting local
producers. Where external companies
are contracted to provide meals etc,
they should meet established
sustainability requirements. Pupils
can also review where food has come
from and how it was produced,
offering a diverse range of learning
opportunities from how plants grow,
to animal welfare and the impact of
farming on the environment. A
growing number of schools and
educational establishments operate
a fair trade policy, often initiated by
the young people themselves,
demonstrating their concern and
providing all the associated learning
opportunities. Food waste can also
be used for composting in the school
grounds.
School Grounds and Buildings
School grounds provide a wealth of
openings to promote sustainability.
Rather than simply having traditional

Matthew Tickner (rspb-images.com)
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Food
A school’s water usage can be
reduced by stopping wastage through
dripping taps (and those just not
turned off properly) and fixing other
leaks. Alternative sources of water
are also available, such as harvesting
rainwater and wastewater from sinks
to fill toilet cisterns. Capturing
rainwater in this way also reduces
the amount of run-off direct into the
drainage systems, which in periods
of very heavy rainfall can otherwise
lead to flooding. Having sustainable
drainage systems (SuDS) in the
school grounds further reduces the
rate of run-off, and also creates a
resource in the school grounds for
the benefit of biodiversity and
teaching.

Fivemiletown College
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CASE STUDY

With huge investments in the school
infrastructure, including unique
architectural design incorporating
solar glazing on raised walkways
between the buildings and 161 solar
PV panels covering much of the
school’s roof, Fivemiletown College
in Co Tyrone is a great example of the
contribution schools can make to
reducing our reliance on fossil fuels.
Not only has energy efficiency
improved dramatically but the pupils
and community can see the benefits
first hand and gain a sense of actually
living sustainably.

A school should also consider how it
impacts on the environment with the
outputs of its purchases – minimising
waste through assessing and
purchasing only what it really needs,
in a form with minimum packaging,
and reusing and recycling as much
as possible.

l

Many schools are already beginning
to contribute to reducing their impact
on the environment, to the benefit of
biodiversity and communities (often
also reducing their running costs at
the same time). Some excellent
examples of new build demonstrate
how such buildings can contribute to
learning and inspiring as well as
energy and cost saving. It will,
however, take time for all our schools
and educational establishments to
achieve such standards, and indeed
there may often be a very valid
argument for preserving some of our
fine old buildings. Regardless of the
status of the buildings, there are a
number of relatively simple measures
that schools can take in how their
buildings and grounds are designed
and operated, which can help them
start on the journey to realising the
vision for sustainability. At the same
time, these steps – and the action and
behaviours they demonstrate – then
begin to diffuse into local
communities as pupils (and staff and
parents) practice them at home and
in other areas of their lives8.

unoccupied rooms); installing
additional insulation to reduce
heating costs (and ensuring windows
are closed when the heating is on);
and fitting solar or wind power
technology to source renewable
energy.

C

Infrastructure

CASE STUDY

Fleming Fulton
Fleming Fulton School in Belfast has
built on the enthusiasm of their
pupils, teachers and wider school
community to create a range of mini
habitats to support both their learning
and local wildlife. Using their school
grounds, they have designed and
created an innovative area that caters
for a variety of physical, social and
learning needs and brings
biodiversity to their doorstep.
Through links built with the wider
community, the school was able to
maximise the opportunity to provide
a first-class learning environment for
their pupils. Teacher Norman Johnson
commented, “At Fleming Fulton our
Nature trail is a sustainable oasis of
diverse habitat, that 'branches' out
for all to enjoy”

playgrounds, they can instead be
cultivated into far more inspiring
landscapes for healthy play and
learning, with additional benefits for
biodiversity (and often actually
requiring less grounds maintenance
than otherwise may be required).
The design of buildings can also have
benefits beyond energy and water
already suggested, to also include
impacts on staff morale and pupil
behaviour. Out of school hours,
buildings and grounds can be utilised
for extended services, and as a
resource available to the whole local
community.

Matthew Tickner (rspb-images.com)
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Building

Transport
By providing suitable facilities for
cycling – such as secure and
protective bike storage, showers, and
sufficient lockers for equipment – both
pupils and staff will be encouraged
to adopt a very healthy way of
travelling (while also reducing
emissions and congestion associated
with cars and buses). Where cycling
or walking are not practical, best
practice approaches to the use of cars
(such as car-sharing) and bus travel
will limit the impacts that they have.

Priorities for RSPB Northern
Ireland
The RSPB believes that the
Government should:
I Set and implement targets for the
adoption of sustainable measures
for the six areas identified above,
ensuring that the Strategic
Objectives and Key Targets from
Government’s Sustainable
Development Strategy ‘First Steps
Towards Sustainability’are met.

Building, inspiring and prot ectin g o u r s h ar ed f u t u r e
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Inspiring

CASE STUDY
Antrim Primary School
Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)

Pupils from Antrim Primary School
have been regular visitors to the
CAFRE Greenmount Campus where
they enthusiastically participate in a
number of curriculum-linked, outdoor
environmental activities. First-hand
experience of farming and the
countryside has enabled pupils to
understand their heritage and why
the countryside is so important to us

12
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While sustainable living comes
about as the result of many
influences and motivations,
teachers at all levels are
uniquely placed to inspire and
guide young people.
Education for Sustainable
Development is a statutory
requirement within the revised
Northern Ireland curriculum.
However, at present, the choice
of focus for learning about
sustainability is largely down
to teacher preference. While
Education and Library Board
guidance material9 is available
to help teachers to deliver
Education for Sustainable
Development, to be fully
effective, this needs to be
extended to include the global
dimension. RSPB would
welcome acknowledgement of
the global dimension in the
Sustainable Development
Implementation Plan. But
guidance materials alone will
not ensure delivery – ESDGC
will need to be planned and
resourced at the whole school
level and trainee and in-service
teachers will require enhanced
training on how to implement
ESDGC in the classroom.
Furthermore, current flexibility
in the system may result in
teachers who are not fully
engaged with the concept
allowing opportunities to
deliver ESDGC to simply fall
through the net. Education for
Sustainable Development and
Global Citizenship is too
important an issue to permit
this to happen.
all. P4 teachers Julie Mooney and
Marian Davis commented, “So many
children nowadays do not have firsthand experience of the countryside
and Greenmount is a wonderful
outdoor classroom. It is great to see
how an awareness of the ‘World
Around Us’ is
inspired by their
visit. This is then
continued in the
classroom”.

Inspiring
Out of Classroom Learning
Complementing the lessons learnt in
the classroom, and best practices
observed in and around the school
building and grounds, a critical
component of learning for
sustainability is the integration of outof-classroom learning.
Learning outside the classroom – real
world learning – is one of the most
effective forms of education. Such
quality educational experiences
deliver benefits including deeper and
improved learning across all
curriculum subjects. It broadens
children’s outlook, and improves their
motivation as well as their personal
and inter-personal skills. In addition,
research has shown that fieldwork
can improve long-term memory and
enable higher-order learning10. Outof-classroom learning also gives
children a more powerful grasp and
appreciation of, and confidence in,
the natural environment. The RSPB
believes that every child should be
entitled to experience quality out-ofclassroom learning in the natural
environment as an integral part of
their education.
The habit of learning and an urge to
find out more is developed when we
feel inspired. The world outside the
school is richly inspiring, constantly
re-energising what takes place within
the classroom. It is the source of all
our learning – about our history, about
our culture, about our place in the
natural world and our relationships
with each other. This two-way flow
can be embedded in every child’s
education, entirely at ease within any
school’s ethos.
The learning that takes place in the
natural and built environment can be
truly inspirational. Teachers can then
harness this to bring curriculum

CASE STUDY
Anne-Marie McDevitt
Agri-environment Officer
The art teacher at St. Anne's Primary
School in Derry, Miss Anna Maud
Gallagher, ran a small bird club after
school where we met to learn about
summer and autumn migrants and
kleptoparasitism! As well as evening
meetings and quizzes, we also
experienced the real thing! Once a
month Anna Maud, and various
helpers, chaperoned our unruly bunch
via minibus to mudflats, woodland
and beaches throughout NI and
nearby Donegal. So excited was I at
these trips that I couldn't sleep the
night before, trying to imagine what
Shane's Castle, Blanket Nook or
Rathlin Island would be like! I have
been working in bird conservation
for over 15 years now and really love

-based learning to life. Despite
modern technology, sophisticated
classroom practice and complicated
lifestyles, there is no substitute for a
child enjoying a sensory experience
in the natural world, and exploring
our heritage and culture, hands-on.
A planned programme of out-ofclassroom learning provides part of
the foundation for a fulfilled life, to
which every child should have access.
Improved achievement for all
Out-of-classroom learning is also
completely socially inclusive.
Evaluation of schemes targeted at
children growing up in economically
deprived areas has shown particular
benefits; suggesting that out-ofclassroom experiences allow young
people who feel excluded to excel
precisely because the activities are
taking place outside the classroom11.
Similar outcomes were found for
those with learning difficulties as well.
Residential trips help the
development of young people’s social
skills12. Accompanying teachers also
notice the improvement in
relationships between pupils and
themselves, feeding back to improved
learning on return to the classroom
and increased engagement from
those who previously did not
regularly participate.

my work. In my current job I am
working with farmers to try to turn
around declines in birds, such as
peewits and yellowhammer, that were
once common throughout NI. Had I
not been inspired at a young age by
Anna Maud I don't think I would be
doing what I do today. Now, the smell
of tea in a flask, and some damp
sandwiches, is all it needs to take me
back to those times and the beginning
of my love for birds.

Priorities for RSPB Northern
Ireland
The RSPB believes that the
Government should:
I Ensure that all educational
establishments and curricula fully
embrace sustainable development
with opportunities for learning
about sustainability and
biodiversity at their core.
I Ensure the delivery of existing
Education for Sustainable
Development requirements in the
revised curricula (including
regularly measuring its
effectiveness – every 3 years) and
also adding to and strengthening
the curriculum over future reviews
I Define an ‘excellent quality of
education’, as prescribed in the
Bain Review, as one that regularly
includes out-of-classroom learning
experiences and global education,
and is therefore measured by
indicators reflecting these.
I Entitle every school child to at least
one annual opportunity to
experience nature first hand
beyond the school grounds as a
key part of their learning and
childhood
I Establish targets and include
monitoring of out-of-classroom
learning and global education as
part of formal school inspections.

Building, inspiring and prot ect in g o u r s h ar ed f u t u r e
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The previous sections have
demonstrated how schools
can have a positive impact
on biodiversity and the
environment through the
direct impact of their
buildings and grounds, and
how learning outside the
classroom can inspire pupils
to care for the world around
them. However, sustainable
schools have further
benefits on our shared
future in a number of
additional, far-reaching,
ways.

Protecting

Creating a sense of place,
nature, culture and history
for young people leads to
good citizenship and
political engagement,
reduced crime and
aggression, and improved
community integration and
social cohesion. In itself, and
by fostering an interest in
outdoor activities, it also
helps keep children fit and
healthy, physically and
mentally.

CASE STUDY
Glenlola Collegiate School,
Bangor.

Mike Richards (rspb-images.com)

Pupils from Glenlola Collegiate
demonstrated their local and global
concerns by investigating and raising
awareness of their local Area of
Special Scientific Interest. Discovering
that the ASSI at Ballymacormick Point
is a breeding site for migrating terns,
widened their awareness of global
issues and the shared responsibility
to protect these birds both here in NI
and in Ghana, their winter home.
Through the production of a
community information leaflet, by
placing articles in the local press,
lobbying their local MLA and
involving the whole school, from the
caretaker to the art department in a
creative arts initiative, the pupils
demonstrated positive action and

14
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commitment to protecting their local
and global environment.
Head of Science Jacqui Milligan
commented, “ the girls not only
enjoyed this experience but learned
that individuals taking action together
can be a powerful voice to protect
our environment”.

Protecting
Protecting individuals through
health benefits
Direct contact with nature fascinates
children, and they increase their
physical activity levels when
outdoors. Physical activity is an
essential element to combating public
health problems. Out-of-classroom
learning can play a role in improving
public health and well being, and
combating the likelihood of future
generations becoming inactive and
obese adults. In return, schoolwork
and cognitive functioning are
improved by physical activity.
Recent research identifies strong links
between good physical and mental
health and understanding how to
experience the natural environment13.
Wildlife-rich natural landscapes are
the best places to be physically active,
especially where they are close to
urban centres. Young people visiting
these to take part in easily accessible,
healthy activities see this kind of
learning as a pleasure, not a chore.
Time spent in the natural world also
promotes a positive outlook on life
and enhances our ability to cope with
and recover from stress, illness and
injury.
Giving children and young people the
opportunity to get out and explore
the world equips them with the skills
and enthusiasm to lead healthy
lifestyles. Out-of-classroom learning
enables teachers to show children
that healthy living is about more than
doing sports; it can also be as simple
as a walk, looking at wildlife, or
perhaps discovering how local food
is grown and how it is processed into
the meal on the table at home. In the
RSPB vision for Sustainable Schools,
out of classroom learning is not
necessarily something that occurs
away from school, it is an integral
part of daily school life and learning
for living.

As well as the direct positive impact
on the environment and biodiversity
of schools being sustainable, there
are a variety of other benefits and
opportunities to both the local and
global environment and communities.
On a large scale, young people
learning about sustainability and
being inspired to act sustainably
enhance society’s ability to
understand and deal with
environmental and social challenges
in the future, such as climate change.

Building, inspiring and prot ect in g o u r s h ar ed f u t u r e
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Protecting our Shared Future
through action
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Protecting
CASE STUDY
Eugene – Community Volunteer

Matthew Tickner (rspb-images.com)

Working to promote wetland
conservation in Co. Fermanagh, the
Lisnaskea Business Community and
RSPB have developed a community
garden at the local wildfowl centre.
Previously the focus for vandalism,
with the help of local volunteers, the
site has been transformed into a
wonderfully productive allotment that
is now the focus of care and pride.
Community volunteer Eugene said "I
only did it because you asked me to
save the garden from being wrecked,
I am always used to being left out of
things so I felt I couldn't let you down.
Then when I saw the garden and saw
what you were trying to do, I started
remembering stuff that my grandad

Closer to home, connecting pupils
with their local communities can also
distract young people from anti-social
behaviour. For example, recent
research found that where pupils feel
responsible for their environment,
incidents of vandalism have
decreased14. Conversely, sustainable
schools themselves can also be an
important resource to, and integral
part of, the local community15.
Research also shows that children
who have been introduced to their

local environment and understand
how to look after it, who have a
practical grasp of our shared history,
are far more likely to develop into
active citizens in later life, giving and
receiving more from their community
and participating in democratic
society16. In addition, learning outside
the classroom makes an important
contribution to building a knowledge
economy grounded in creativity and
inquiry and helps provide an understanding of the world around us.

Methodist College Belfast
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Priorities for RSPB Northern
Ireland
The RSPB believes that the
Government should:
I Train teachers, and the whole
school workforce, in the skills
needed to deliver Education for
Sustainable Development and
Global Citizenship (including outof-classroom learning and the
global dimension, and connecting
this to protecting our shared
environment and future).
I Recognise that achieving a
Government accreditation target
of all schools being truly
sustainable by 2020 would be a
significant investment in
developing the individuals, society,
economy and environment of
Northern Ireland; and reflect this
in the requirements that should be
considered for securing capital
funding for new schools, or the
refurbishment of school buildings
in existing schools.

CASE STUDY

Students in the India Society at
Methodist College Belfast raise funds
to help Asha, a community
development project in Delhi. The
school sponsors a Children's
Resource Centre and teachers
working with children in a slum of
over 40,000 people. The Centre has
transformed the lives of the children
with 98% now regularly attending
school. Children are educated to fight
for their basic human rights and
courses in English and computer
literacy greatly enhance their job
opportunities. Not only do Methody
pupils support the centre financially;
each year a team of 15 students and
teachers travels to India to work with
the children. Interaction between the

used to talk about like how in the
olden days, when they were
working in the fields, they could tell
the time by where the sun was in the
sky and what the weather was going
to be like and other things.Then when
I saw the vegetables and all growing,
it felt right to be doing something
good for somebody else."

young people on either side of the
poverty divide has a very positive
impact.
Dr Christine Burnett, the teacher who
set up the programme, said,
"Involvement in this project gives our
students great insight into a range of
challenging global issues and an
opportunity to gain first hand
experience that is invaluable in their
journey to becoming responsible and
active global citizens".

I Acknowledge and promote the
health benefits associated with
contact with the natural
environment
I Recognise and support the role
that the proposals in this document
will play in helping achieve:
• the aim and shared vision of
OFMDFM’s ten year Strategy for
Children and Young People.
• the Vision and Strategic
Objectives on Sustainable
Communities and Governance
in ‘First Steps Towards
Sustainability’

Andy Hay (rspb-images.com)
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