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Harriers in the spotlight
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The protest, dubbed “Hen Harrier 
Day”, was held on Sunday 10 August 
– just two days before the 2014 
grouse shooting season opened. 
Demonstrations were held in 
Northumberland and Lancashire, 
but the largest event was the one 
I attended in the Derwent Valley 
in Derbyshire. Here, a crowd of 
nearly 600 ordinary men, women 
and children, some having travelled 
huge distances, came out in the 
torrential rain to sing their support 
for the plight of this spectacular yet 
beleaguered bird.

Whilst H is for hen harrier, 
unfortunately in my job, H is 
usually for hunted, hounded, 
harried and heartache. I have lost 
count of reports of hen harriers 
“mysteriously” disappearing from 
their breeding sites on upland 
grouse moors. A gamekeeper once 
gave me a toe-curling account of 
how he and his colleagues shot 
around 30 hen harriers in a single 
year on just one estate. Perhaps 
most poignantly, I have been on 
a grouse moor in the early hours 
of a spring morning, watching as 

a female hen harrier was gunned 
down. Having pulled the pitiful 
corpse from the heather, it was 
incredibly frustrating not to be able 
to get the necessary evidence to 
get the perpetrator to court.

However, on Hen Harrier Day,  
H definitely stood for hope. Hope 
that normal everyday people could 
raise their voice and show their 
anger and frustration. Hope that 
perhaps the Government might now 
start to realise the shooting industry 
is unable or unwilling to self police 
and look to bring in new regulation. 
Hope that one day this beautiful 
bird, and other raptors, will assume 
its rightful place in our countryside.

Hope is a wonderful thing, and 
while we have a long way to go, 
this at least was a time to celebrate. 
The torrential downpour did nothing 
to dampen the mood. Placards and 
banners were out in full force. My 
favourite was one from a hardened 
and passionate raptor study group 
worker who has endured the bitter 
battle against raptors in the Forest 
of Bowland for many decades.  

In a show of frustration and outrage, people gathered across northern England 
to object to the illegal killing of hen harriers on grouse moors. RSPB Senior 
Investigations Officer Guy Shorrock reports on a damp but inspirational day.

Hundreds of people gathered in torrential rain to show their support for hen harriers

Nine harrier chicks fledged in England, after a concerted effort was made to protect nests, eggs and chicks

The glorious tenth
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It simply stated “Pleasure killers – 
there is no right way to do wrong”.
Environmentalist Mark Avery played 
a leading role in this initiative, 
supported by the RSPB, Birders 
Against Wildlife Crime (BAWC) and 
many others. He spoke to enforce 
why we were all there and to 
thank everyone for such a fantastic 
show of support. Chris Packham 
talked passionately about the dire 
situation for hen harriers, comparing 
the killing of these birds to the 
destruction of a national treasure 
and finished with a closing rally of 
“We will win”. 

Perhaps stealing the show was 
a young Findlay Wilde telling the 
crowd why he built a fantastic model 
of a male hen harrier, which graced 
the field below the dam. We need 
inspiring young people like this to 
help forge a generation that will not 
tolerate what has been happening 
for so long in our uplands. We will 
need the likes of Findlay and many 
others to continue the fight for our 
precious wildlife heritage.

Hope is indeed a wonderful thing.

Two nests were discovered, both 
on the United Utilities Bowland 
Estate and a 24-hour nest watch 
operation was set up to ensure  
the nests came to no harm. 

Nine young harriers successfully 
fledged from these two nests,  
after a massive effort from a 
dedicated team of staff and 
volunteers who watched over  
them day and night through  
all weathers. 

Diversionary feeding was put  
in place with the shooting  

Bowland harriers given  
a chance to breed
After two blank years, 2014 saw the welcome return of breeding hen 
harriers to the Forest of Bowland. 

tenant, under licence from Natural 
England (NE), to reduce predation 
on grouse chicks. Favourable 
weather and a boom in vole 
numbers ensured that a wide 
variety of natural food sources 
was available in abundance and 
both harriers and grouse had good 
breeding seasons on the estate. 

Children from a local school and an 
RSPB Wildlife Explorers group had 
the honour of naming the young 
harriers. The birds were fitted with 
satellite tags, so their movements 
can be tracked in detail. 

The satellite tags provide invaluable 
data on where hen harriers hunt, 
roost and breed. Hen harriers 
remain a priority species for the 
Government in terms of combating 
wildlife crime. Data provided by the 
tags will build up a picture of where 
the finger needs to be pointed 
regarding illegal activities that have 
driven the species to the brink of 
extinction in England. 

Want more info?
Visit rspb.org.uk/skydancer  
to read the skydancer blog

Thousands of people took to 
social media to support Hen 
Harrier Day (see left). As part of the 
social media campaign, a message 

Hen harriers tweeted
about hen harriers was sent from 
the  “crowd speaking” Internet site 
Thunderclap. This allows a message 
to be sent by many people at the 

same time. The harrier message 
reached nearly two and a half million 
people and caused #HenHarrierDay 
to top the trending charts on Twitter.
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It’s time to license  
driven grouse moors

High Street support  
for hen harriers

Increasing intensification of grouse moor 
management has prompted the RSPB to  
call for driven grouse shooting to be licensed. 

Two High Street retailers, M&S and Lush, are doing their bit  
to support hen harriers. 
The Lush cosmetics chain has 
been inviting customers to sign a 
postcard to the Queen, calling for 
action to protect hen harriers. 

Meanwhile, M&S is not selling 
grouse this year because it  
cannot secure sufficient numbers  
of “responsibly sourced and third 
party accredited” red grouse,  
after a trial last year. The company 
said it wanted to expand  
the number of outlets selling 

Gamekeeper convicted 
after tawny owl trapped
A tawny owl caught in a spring trap led to the conviction of a gamekeeper. 
RSPB Senior Investigations Officer, Guy Shorrock, reports.
On 31 July 2014, Mark Stevens, 42, 
a gamekeeper from the Sydmonton 
Court Estate in Hampshire, pleaded 
guilty at Basingstoke Magistrates’ 
Court to two offences of unlawfully 
using a spring trap contrary to the 
Pests Act 1954. He was fined £700 
plus a further £700 in costs.

On 19 August 2013, a member of 
the public on an early morning walk 
wandered off his usual route. He 
found a pheasant release pen and 
saw that, at the corner of the pen, 
there was tawny owl hanging 
upside down, barely alive. Its leg 
was caught in a spring trap tied to 
the post. As he was unfamiliar with 
the trap, it took him a while to 
release the owl. He was unable  
to carry the owl, but took the trap 
home and contacted the police and 
the RSPB. As soon as the call came 
in, I quickly got field equipment 
together and travelled to Hampshire 
with a colleague.

A police officer was not readily 
available to meet us, so we agreed 
to make a site visit in case the owl 
was still present. It was found on 
the ground a few metres from the 
trap site, with severe crush injuries 
to its left leg. A piece of line was 
tied to the corner post, which was 
slightly higher than the adjoining 
fence line. The circumstances 
suggested the owl was a pole 
trapping victim. It was taken to  
a local vet, who decided to 
euthanase it due to the severity  
of its injuries. 

A post-mortem examination was 
later carried out by the Animal 
Health and Veterinary Laboratories  
Agency (AHVLA).

On 27 September, Hampshire 
Constabulary, assisted by the RSPB, 
searched the home and workplace 
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Hampshire Constabulary officers visit the trapping site with Stevens

of Stevens. We later returned to  
the trapping site and found a small 
platform with a spring trap. It was 
set, and partially covered by mesh. 
During a later interview, Stevens 
denied targeting birds of prey and 
claimed on both occasions he had 
been trying to catch a troublesome 
squirrel, which had been taking grain 
from a feeder. He could not explain 
why the platform and partial cover 
had not been present when the  
owl was found.

Dr Calvert from NE provided expert 
evidence that this was an unusual 
location and method to attempt to 
catch a squirrel, and the cover 

present on the second occasion was 
not adequate to prevent non-target 
species being put at risk.

I would like to thank Edward  
McBride, who reported the incident, 
and Hampshire Constabulary Wildlife 
Crime Officers PC Stephen Rogerson 
(OIC), PC Jon Radcliffe and PC Lynn 
Owens, as well as Mark Gammon  
of the Crown Prosecution Service, 
who went to considerable effort to 
deal with this case, and Dr Rodney 
Calvert of NE. 

You can see a video relating  
to this case at bit.ly/tawnyowltrap

In June, the RSPB wrote to 
the Moorland Association, the 
organisation representing the 
moorland owners of England. 

The letter explained that it was 
time to regulate the industry, as 
evidence showed that birds of prey 
continue to be persecuted, and 
many important sites for wildlife 
were being damaged or destroyed 
by intensive management activities, 
such as inappropriate burning. 

common thread is the growing 
impact the driven grouse shooting 
industry is having as some intensify 
the management of the uplands”.

In a separate development,  
The Ethical Consumer magazine 
organised a campaign called  
“Turn Your Back on Grouse”,  
which proposes ostracism of people 
and businesses involved in grouse 
shooting, until hen harriers return  
to the uplands of England.

grouse, but was unable to find 
estates meeting its strict code. 

The RSPB welcomed the 
retailers’ decisions. Conservation 
Director Martin Harper said: “The 
shockwaves of last year’s failure 
– when no hen harriers nested 
successfully in England – have, 
at long last, built momentum for 
change. The future of the English 
uplands, as a whole, is starting to 
get the attention it deserves. The 

Moor regulation needed The injuries inflicted by the spring trap on this tawny owl were too 
great for it to survive
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A Government e-petition calling  
for a ban on driven grouse shooting 
was launched by former RSPB 
Conservation Director Mark Avery 
in May. Dr Avery said: “Intensive 
management of upland areas for 

E-petition calls for ban 
the ‘sport’ of grouse shooting  
has led to the near-extinction  
of protected hen harriers in 
England, as well as increased  
risk of flooding, discolouration  
of drinking water, degradation  

of peat bogs and impacts on  
other wildlife”. The petition attracted 
more than 17,000 signatures by the 
beginning of September, triggering 
a response from Defra. 

The RSPB also wrote to the  
major political parties to urge  
them to introduce a robust  
licensing system to govern  
driven grouse moor management 
after the election.
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Bird keeper banned  
for ten years
WCO PC Colin Heath of Northumbria Police reports on a number  
of animal welfare issues at a bird of prey centre. 

On 14 April 2014, Thomas Burford, 
proprietor of the Beal Bird of Prey 
Centre, pleaded guilty at Newcastle 
Magistrates’ Court to nine charges 
under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 
and one charge contrary to Control 
of Trade in Endangered Species 
(Enforcement) regulations 1997 
(COTES) relating to the commercial 
display of owls. 

He was sentenced to nine weeks 
imprisonment suspended for 18 
months and 150 hours community 
unpaid work to run concurrently 
on all charges. He paid £250 costs, 
a £80 victim surcharge, and was 
ordered to forfeit two barn owls and 
two European eagle owls. He was 
disqualified from owning, keeping  
or dealing in any bird for ten years.

On 11 July 2013, I attended the 
Barn at Beal Bird of Prey Centre, 
Northumberland. The premises 
were insecure and nobody was 
there. Burford was away in Yorkshire 
for the day. 

The birds were held in a variety of 
mews and aviaries. A look around 
the centre highlighted a number 
of animal welfare issues regarding 
the conditions the birds were kept 
in, and the condition of the birds 
themselves. The conditions seemed 
shockingly poor and I took a range 
of photographs. 

One of the birds, a gyr/ peregrine 
hybrid, was in such a poor condition 
with bumblefoot (see picture right), 
that it was taken to a local vet, but 
died on the operating table. 

A Harris’s hawk had a missing talon 
and torn out tail. We established it 
had sustained these injuries whilst 
being dragged along the ground on 
a lure, during public performances 
of “grass surfing”. 

There were many other issues. 
For instance, all the birds’ water 
supplies were covered in algae  
and faeces. A tray of day-old chicks, 
which were to be used as feed, 
were left out – the chicks were 
rotting and alive with maggots. 
An Indian runner duck had an eye 
infection, and two baby barn owls 
were standing in their own faeces  
in a dog cage.

On 21 July, Burford was interviewed 
and accepted full responsibility 
for the centre and the birds within 
it. He admitted that he had not 
looked after them correctly, and 
that he’d failed to provide them 
with the correct diet, water or living 
conditions. He agreed that some 
birds were suffering, and that he 
should have made sure they were 
examined and treated. 

He did not have a zoo licence, 
which is required to run such an 
establishment. He stated that he 
had been required to leave the 
centre by the landowner and that 
the birds had been rehomed.

On 9 October 2013, I searched 
Burford’s home under warrant, 
accompanied by Insp Helen 
Bestwick of the Royal Society  
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (RSPCA) and vet John 

This infection – known as 
bumblefoot – had been left 
untreated

Prescott. During the search, eight 
birds of prey were found. As with 
the other birds, they were not  
being looked after correctly.  
They had no water, insufficient  
or no shelter from extreme weather 
and unhygienic conditions. 

Burford was arrested for neglect 
under the Animal Welfare Act 
2006 and re-interviewed. Burford 
accepted he had failed to look after 
them correctly, despite already 
being investigated for animal 
welfare offences at his centre. 

Poison cache leads to 
conditional discharge
An experienced former gamekeeper admitted storing banned pesticides,  
but despite aggravating circumstances, received only a light sentence.

On 28 May 2014, Derek Sanderson, 
67, a recently-retired gamekeeper 
appeared at Beverley Magistrates’ 
court. He pleaded guilty to one 
offence of storage of three 
unapproved pesticides, namely 
aldicarb, strychnine and carbofuran. 
He received a six-month conditional 
discharge. Four other matters were 
discontinued.

Following assistance from  
the RSPB, in November 2012  
a member of the public reported 
finding a dead buzzard on the 
Sledmere Estate in Humberside. 
Subsequent toxicology tests 
confirmed this had been poisoned 
by the banned pesticide aldicarb.

In March 2013, a warrant was 
executed at the home of Sanderson 
by Humberside Police, NE and the 
National Wildlife Crime Unit 
(NWCU). Sanderson had very 

recently retired as head 
gamekeeper, after more than  
40 years on the Sledmere Estate. 
Inside his home were the pesticides 
alphachloralose and carbofuran. The 
latter consisted of around a quarter 
of a kilogram decanted into an 
unmarked container. This is the 
most regularly-abused product in 
wildlife poisoning cases, and this 
quantity is enough to kill dozens  
of pets or hundreds of birds of prey. 

There was also a near-empty 
container of the banned pesticide 
mevinphos and three syringes were 
later found to have traces of 
strychnine. This led to concern  
they may have been used or 
intended for illegally preparing 
poison baits. There was no sign  
of a suitable pesticide store, and  
a variety of pesticides were found  
in three unlocked, unsigned and 
unsuitable outbuildings. This 

included a jar of honey mixed  
with aldicarb and containers of 
strychnine. In total, there were five 
banned products. As a gamekeeper, 
Sanderson would never have had 
any legitimate reason to possess  
at least three of these products, 
even when they were approved. 

The RSPB believes that, as 
Sanderson is a long-established 
professional pest controller, there 
should be a high standard of 
compliance with the storage and 
use of pesticides. In light of this, 
and the range of aggravating factors, 
the outcome in this case would 
appear unduly lenient. The RSPB 
has written to the CPS to establish 
whether the court was provided 
with sufficient information prior to 
sentencing, and whether there are 
lessons to be learned that may 
assist future enquiries.
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A quarter of a kilo of carbofuran was found in Sanderson’s home

Legal Eagle 73 featured a prosecution article called “The waiting game”. It related to the illegal use of spring 
traps. The RSPB would like to thank expert witness Stewart Scull, and Chris Grice, a Woodland Officer with 
the Forestry Commission. The RSPB apologises for failing to mention their assistance in this case.
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Fraudster stuffed in court

The Internet sale of a stuffed kestrel without the correct permits led 
to a prosecution for several items

A taxidermist pleaded guilty to fraud and illegal trade in endangered species.
On 25 June 2014 at Teesside Crown 
Court, Lee Yafano, 41, of Glenfield 
Drive, Middlesbrough, pleaded 
guilty to three offences in 
connection with his taxidermist 
business. Yafano admitted prohibited 
offering for sale a kestrel contrary  
to COTES, fraud by isrepresentation 
contrary to the Fraud Act 2006,  
and fraudulent evasion of export 
restriction contrary to Customs  
and Excise. Yafano was given a 
conditional discharge for 12 months 
for the prohibited offering for sale  
of a kestrel and the associated 
fraud. He was fined £300 for the 
evasion of export restrictions in 
relation to a screech owl. Yafano 
was also ordered to pay £715  
costs and victim surcharge,  
totalling £1,015. 

He pleaded not guilty to two  
other offences relating to fraud  
and the sale of a tawny owl,  
which were ordered to “lie  
on the file”, while a further  
offence regarding possession  
of a red kite was remitted back  
to the Magistrates Court.

The case began in November 2012, 
when the NWCU and Cleveland 
Police monitored an individual who 
was later identified as Yafano, who 
was trading in taxidermy on the 
internet auction website eBay.  
It appeared that Yafano was  

trading in CITES Annex A species 
without the required permits.  
A government-issued Article 10 
(A10) Certificate is required to  
allow commercial use of any  
Annex A species lawfully.

On 12 November 2012, officers 
from the NWCU and Cleveland 
Police executed a search warrant  
at Yafano’s home. The officers  
seized documentation and 
taxidermy, including a stuffed 
kestrel, an Annex A species.  
The kestrel was the subject  
of a live auction on eBay, but  
there was no valid permit  
covering its commercial use. 

Yafano had advertised the kestrel  
as “coming with a valid A10” but  
a photograph accompanying the 
listing showed an A10 Certificate 
that had been issued to another 
person and related to a completely 
different species. This was a 
fraudulent misrepresentation.

During the search, officers noted  
a western screech owl, which had 
also been offered for sale. There  
are strict export restrictions on  
this species, which meant export 
permits were required if it was  
ever exported outside the EU.

A few days later, officers noticed  
on eBay that the sale of the screech 

owl had been completed and it had 
been exported to the USA. There 
was no record of Yafano applying  
for an export permit. 

Officers contacted their colleagues 
in the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), who visited the buyer  
in Connecticut. Agents from  
the USFWS made a significant 
seizure of around 150 illegally-held  
taxidermy specimens, including  
the screech owl. 

Teesside Crown Court was told  
that Yafano was well aware of the 
legal requirements for permits and 
had not applied for permits in an 
attempt to increase his profit margin. 

The court heard that, since the 
offences had come to light, he  
had put his business on a formal 
footing and was complying with  
all the legal requirements.

Following the case, Andy  
McWilliam of the NWCU said:  
“It was clear that Mr Yafano was  
well aware of the legal requirements 
and records show that he had 
applied for numerous permits in  
the past. His applications reduced 
significantly after 2009, which 
coincided with Defra introducing 
cost recovery charges. 

“Unlike most bona fide taxidermists, 
Mr Yafano seemed more interested 
in his profit margin than complying 
with the law. In conservation terms, 
the legislation is vital and it is aimed 
at controlling trade that if unchecked 
would put species at risk. 

“It is not for individuals to pick  
and choose when they should  
or shouldn’t comply. I am sure  
Mr Yafano now realises this”. 
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Father and son 
caught badger baiting
A father and son were sentenced for digging into and damaging a badger sett 
with the intent of using dogs to take or kill badgers.

On 8 April 2014 at Hamilton Sheriff 
Court, John Frame Murray and his 
son, also John, were found guilty  
of offences under the Protection  
of Badgers Act 1992. Both were 
disqualified from keeping dogs  
for ten years and sentenced to  
250 hours of unpaid work each 
under a Community Payback  
Order for offences. 

At Drummond Hill near Sandilands, 
Lanark, on 2 February 2012, the 
men were spotted digging into what 
was suspected to be a badger sett, 
and were also seen recovering a 

dog from the ground. Witnesses 
took photographs and left the site 
before the accused realised that 
they were being watched. 

Later, the officers from the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (SSPCA) attended the 
site. They discovered an active 
badger sett that had been dug 
recently. After further investigations, 
the houses of both of the accused 
were searched. Two terrier-type 
dogs and a blue brindle Staffordshire 
bull terrier were found. All had 
injuries, some of which were 

partially healed. This is consistent 
with repeated face-to-face 
confrontation with badgers.

Sara Shaw, Procurator Fiscal, 
Wildlife and Environment said:  
“The intentions of these men  
were cruel, unkind and wholly 
illegal. The law protects badgers 
from harm, as well as dogs from 
being used for fighting. The Crown 
Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
(COPFS) will continue to work to 
ensure anyone who breaks the law 
is brought to justice”.
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Badgers and their setts are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992
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Rare iguanas return home 
Smugglers of rare iguanas from the Bahamas have been imprisoned.

Twelve critically-endangered San 
Salvador rock iguanas were seized 
from Romanian smugglers, Angla-
Alina Bita, 26, and Vitora-Oliva 
Bucsa, 24, at Heathrow Airport by 
Border Force staff on 3 February 
2014. They were en route to 
Dusseldorf, Germany. Thirteen were 
found wrapped in socks, but one 

had died. Trade in these iguanas is 
strictly controlled, as there are only 
only a few hundred in the world. 

After an investigation by the 
National Crime Agency, each 
woman received a 12-month  
prison sentence for smuggling.
The iguanas were sent home to  
the Bahamian capital Nassau, 
accompanied by two Border Force 
officers on a British Airways flight. 
As they are so rare, they were 
allowed to travel in the main cabin. 
They are now at a government 
research station on the island of San 
Salvador, where experts will monitor 
them before hopefully returning 
them to the wild.

Grant Miller, head of the Border 
Force’s endangered species team, 

said it had been an incredibly 
significant seizure, and that it  
was vital to return them to their 
natural habitat. He said: “Not only 
has Border Force made sure that 
the criminals responsible for 
smuggling these animals are 
behind bars, we’re also proud to 
have been able to play a part in 
safeguarding this species”.

The Bahamas Minister of the 
Environment, Kenred Dorsett,  
said that the systematic pillaging  
of wildlife was devastating for small 
island states such as theirs. He 
thanked the UK government for 
going to such extraordinary lengths 
to ensure the return of the iguanas. 
He added: “Wildlife crime is a 
global problem, which only 
collectively we can address”.

Men jailed for barbaric acts
An RSPCA inspector described attacks on a fox and badgers by dogs as the 
most appalling acts of cruelty and barbaric fighting he had encountered. 

On 16 June 2014 at South Cheshire 
Magistrates’ Court, Reece Welsh, 
22, Ryan Kennedy, 24 and John 
Daly, 30, all from Liverpool, and 
Daniel Ratchford, 29, from Standish, 
were jailed and banned from 
keeping dogs. Daly was sentenced 
to 22 weeks, Welsh to 16 weeks,  
and Ratchford and Kennedy to  
12 weeks’ imprisonment. They were 
all banned from keeping dogs for life 
and ordered to pay £200 costs.

The van and equipment used by the 
men was confiscated and their dogs 
signed over to the RSPCA. Daly and 
Welsh pleaded guilty to interfering 
with a badger sett by causing a dog 
to enter the sett contrary to Section 
3 subsection (d) of the Protection  
of Badgers Act 1992.

Daly also pleaded guilty to 
interfering with a sett by damaging  
it contrary to Section 3 subsection 

(a) of the Protection of Badgers  
Act, and of causing unnecessary 
suffering by allowing a fight to take 
place between a dog and a fox.

Furthermore, Welsh, Ratchford and 
Kennedy pleaded guilty to causing 
unnecessary suffering to a lurcher 
dog by allowing it to fight with a fox.

The four men were spotted acting 
suspiciously near an active badger 
sett on land near to Brookfield Golf 
Course in Hankelow in February 
2013. Police were called and 
stopped the men in their vehicle. 
Inside, officers found six dogs, 
some of which had serious injuries, 
and hunting paraphernalia.

The men said their dogs had 
accidentally attacked a fox down  
a badger sett while they were out 
catching rabbits. No evidence of 
rabbiting was found.

The RSPCA was called in to 
investigate, and a phone was  
seized from Daly and examined.  
It contained photos and video 
footage of a fox and badger being 
attacked by dogs, dated on the 
same day the men were at the 
badger sett. 

RSPCA inspector Anthony Joynes 
inspected the sett. It was clear that 
digging had taken place. A second 
dead fox was found in a hedgerow.

Insp Joynes said: “These men had 
set out for a day’s killing spree.  
This is the most appalling act of 
cruelty and barbaric fighting I have 
ever come across. People who take  
part in such despicable acts need  
to know that we are doing all we 
can to seek them out and bring 
them before the courts – it is not 
something we can tolerate in 
today’s society.”

Good Knight
Devon and Cornwall Police’s long-standing WCO Sgt Dave Knight  
has finally retired!

Dave could have taken retirement 
last year, but chose to stay on 
when Devon and Cornwall 
announced a pilot scheme to have 
a full time Police WCO for the 
force. Dave took on the role and 
raised the profile of wildlife crime 
across the force area, both with 
staff and the public. He joined 
Devon and Cornwall Police in  

1989, and was a WCO for more 
than 15 years. He was involved  
in a number of significant cases, 
including the illegal trade of raptors.  

In 2013, Dave was honoured with  
a lifetime achievement award for his 
dedication to tackling wildlife crime. 
It was sponsored by the World 
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF)  

Heather Sohl from WWF, with WCO Sgt Dave Knight and Chief Constable Simon Prince

It is hoped the San Salvador rock 
iguanas can return to the wild

New WCO steps up
Sgt Paul Freestone is now full-time Wildlife Crimes Officer for Devon  
and Cornwall Police.
Paul has been a Police WCO for  
nine years, after being taken on  
by Inspector Nevin Hunter in 2005. 

Paul has a wealth of wildlife 
knowledge, with qualifications  
in Conservation and Land 
Management, and Countryside 
Management. 

He has worked for Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust and NE, and he has been a 

BTO bird ringer for more than 30 
years. He is founder of the Cornwall 
Birding website. 

Paul said: “The Devon and Cornwall 
Wildlife Crimes team have worked 
tirelessly to get this WCO role in 
place. I am really proud and excited 
to take up the position full time.  
The creation of this role shows our 
forces’ commitment to tackling 
wildlife crime. Our force vision  

and the Partnership for Action 
against Wildlife Crime (PAW),  
and was presented at the 25th UK 
National Wildlife Crime Conference. 
The award recognised Dave’s work 
to engage staff on wildlife crime 
issues and his efforts to promote a 
clear understanding of the legislation 
around wildlife crime. 

is to be the best rural, coastal and 
urban police service. Wildlife crime 
can be found in all of those areas, 
so it is extremely important that  
we address it and take these  
issues seriously. I work with  
some brilliant WCOs who volunteer 
their time alongside their current 
roles. Part of my new job will be 
ensuring they have the support  
and training needed to continue  
to excel in their roles”.
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One adult and three large peregrine chicks lie dead in their nest
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Tiger parts found:  
woman arrested

At time of going to press, Catherine 
Emberton is set to appear before 
Sheffield Magistrates’ Court. She 
has been charged with three 
offences under Prohibited Sale of 
Annex A species (tiger), contrary to 
COTES Regulations and one offence 
of fraud, relating to evading export 
restrictions for endangered species, 
contrary to the Customs and Excise 
Management Act 1979. 
 
The search warrant was part  
of an investigation into the illegal  

trade in tiger derivatives, including 
teeth and claws, on the internet. 

Chief Supt David Hartley, District 
Commander for Sheffield and force 
Wildlife Crime Coordinator, said: 
“National specialists and local 
Wildlife Crime Officers are coming 
together to tackle crimes of 
international importance. We are 
committed to robustly tackling such 
crimes and doing our part to protect 
endangered species whether in the 
UK or from around the world.”

A 29-year-old woman has been charged following the recovery of tiger claws 
and teeth from her house in Gleadless Road, Heeley, Sheffield. They were 
found during a search on 9 June by WCOs from South Yorkshire Police  
and members of the NWCU.

Andy McWilliam of the NWCU 
added: “The trade in endangered 
species such as tigers is strictly 
controlled across the globe. Tackling 
illegal trade in tigers and their 
derivatives is one of the UK Wildlife 
Crime Unit’s priorities. There is no 
doubt that there is a market for such 
products and some people are 
prepared to feed the demand. We 
will continue to gather intelligence 
and target individuals we suspect 
are involved in the illegal trade of 
protected species.”
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At least three (possibly four) species of tiger are extinct, while the other six wild populations have 
plummeted by more than 95% 

Poisoning suspected in 
peregrine nest deaths

PC Dewi Evans explained: “The nest 
is high up on a very steep cliff and it 
has not been possible to recover the 
bodies. From the photograph it 
appears that one of the four is an 
adult, with the other three being 
chicks, which were only a week  
or so away from fledging. According 
to the RSPB, it would be highly 
unusual for the four to die, and  
foul play is highly probable”.

North Wales Police and the RSPB are appealing for information after four 
peregrines were found dead. The birds were found on their nest at a quarry 
in Dyffryn Nantlle. Last seen alive on 3 July, they were dead by 10 July. 

Simon Hugheston-Roberts from 
RSPB Cymru said: “We have had  
a number of incidents of peregrine 
falcons being illegally persecuted in 
north Wales. The circumstances are 
highly suspicious and we are 
concerned that perhaps poisoned 
bait has been brought back to the 
nest by one of the parents, resulting 
in the tragic death of all four birds. 

“We would urge anyone  
with information about this  
or similar incidents to contact  
North Wales Police.”

Anyone who may have information 
relating to the death of the birds is 
asked to call PC Evans on 101 
quoting reference R105499.
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Derbyshire Constabulary step up  
to take action against wildlife crime

Barn owl ringing with 
North Yorkshire Police

An amazing year  
for rare breeders

Restorative justice for  
bat roost destruction

A new full-time wildlife crime co-ordinator aims to stamp out badger baiting, 
illegal hunting and trapping from Derbyshire.

PC WCO Gareth Jones from North Yorkshire 
Police reports the details of a barn owl  
ringing session.

A dedicated team received more 
than 40 reports of crimes against 
wild animals in the first seven 
months of 2014. This was 
discussed at a Police and Crime 
Commissioner meeting held at 
force headquarters in Ripley.

The force received praise from  
NE after a cross-border exercise 
involving several police forces. This 
monitored hen harriers and other 
birds of prey in the Derwent Valley. 
This was prompted by a further 
decline in the goshawk population 
in the area. There were seven pairs 
each year between 1997 and 2001, 
but they are now close to extinction 
as a breeding species in the valley.

Officers also successfully 
prosecuted a businessman who 
breached wildlife laws when he 
destroyed a bat roost at a home  
he redeveloped in Matlock.

Alan Charles, the county’s Police 
and Crime Commissioner, said he 

Due to a few severe winters, barn 
owl populations in North Yorkshire 
have declined. This year, the trend 
seems to have reversed, and many 
owl nest boxes housed families of 
barn owls. The Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust ringed 136 chicks in the 
Derwent Valley alone.

A member of the public rang  
me to say a school next to his 
house has three owl boxes. He 
believed there were at least two 

In March 2011, a local ecologist 
working for a Cornwall 
environmental consultancy 
undertook a bat and barn owl survey 
at the request of a developer who 
was planning to develop some farm 
buildings in the grounds of an old 
manor house near Truro, Cornwall.  
He found evidence of a brown 
long-eared bat roost in an old farm 
office, so the developer was told not 
to do any works on that part of the 
site without a further survey.  

In April 2013, the ecologist 
contacted WCO Paul Freestone  

welcomed the progress in tackling 
wildlife crime and animal cruelty. 
He thanked the RSPCA, the RSPB, 
the Peak District Raptor Groups 
and the Mid Derbyshire Badger 
Group for their reports, which  
were made public at the meeting.

He said: “I’m very encouraged  
by these developments, which 
demonstrate how seriously we  
are taking wildlife crime. By 
strengthening our resources in  
this area, we’ve not only helped  
to uncover illegal activity occurring 
locally but have contributed to 
national intelligence, which will help 
drive enforcement and preventative 
work across the country. The 
strong relationships we have built 
with our partners have enhanced 
our detection capabilities. 

“With their ongoing support, I’m 
confident we can disrupt the illegal 
practices within our countryside in 
the long-term and protect our 
heritage for future generations.  

of Devon and Cornwall Police  
to inform him that she had  
driven past the entrance to  
the farm and noticed the farm 
office had a new roof, complete 
with solar panels.

A nine-month investigation followed, 
assisted by Metropolitan Police 
Wildlife Crimes Unit officers,  
who interviewed the developer.  
The investigation concluded in 
December 2013. It was agreed  
with the developer’s solicitor that 
the best way to deal with the case 
was via Restorative Justice.  

The developer was not aware that 
any further work had been carried 
out without his consent, but agreed 
that he should have been more 
vigilant, and took responsibility for 
the roost destruction. He offered  
to pay Cornwall Bat Group £2,000  
in restorative justice compensation.  
This was far more than would be 
expected with a court decision. The 
money was used in part to purchase 
new bat detectors, and funded an 
afternoon/evening of bat crime 
awareness training for WCOs from 
Devon and Cornwall, Avon and 
Somerset and Dorset police forces.

Gareth Jones holding one of the 
barn owl chicks 
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Rare breeding birds,  
including European  
bee-eaters, were given  
round-the-clock protection

A
n

d
y 

H
ay

 (r
sp

b
-im

ag
es

.c
o

m
)

“I’m very determined to show 
wildlife criminals that the 
Derbyshire countryside is not  
an easy target for their crimes. 
Whatever their activities involve, 
we will hunt them out, confiscate 
their illegal gains and restrict their 
freedom. But we cannot do it alone 
and we need the public to report 
suspicious activity.”

There are currently 22 Derbyshire 
WCOs. The level of resource is  
set to increase during the next  
two years, as special constables 
and non-warranted volunteers  
with a special interest and skills  
in wildlife crime are recruited.

So far this year, the RSPB has 
received reports of a buzzard being 
shot in Derbyshire, a goshawk killed 
by having its legs smashed in a 
spring trap, and the robbery of a 
peregrine falcon’s nest containing 
chicks. However, many crimes are 
likely to remain undetected.

than 20 juveniles. A number  
of volunteers were involved in 
protecting their nests, including  
one in East Yorkshire. 

Finally, the Mediterranean theme 
was completed by two pairs of 
bee-eaters on the Isle of Wight.  
The RSPB quickly formed a 
partnership with the National Trust 
on whose land the birds had nested, 
and a public viewing scheme was 
put in operation. More than 3,000 
people saw these exotic birds.  
The chicks successfully left the 
nests in mid-August.

Our thanks are extended to all  
of the keen birdwatchers and 
volunteers who helped.

The RSPB investigations team was delighted to 
find itself extraordinarily busy in the 2014 breeding 
season, protecting the nests of rare birds.
In most years, the RSPB is involved 
in protecting the odd pair of rare 
breeding birds, but this year there 
was an unprecedented number. 

Record numbers of black-winged 
stilts arrived in April. They settled  
at several RSPB reserves, and built 
nests at Cliffe Pools in Kent and at 
Medmerry in Sussex. This prompted 
full 24-hour protection by an army of 
staff and volunteers. It was worth it 
– both nests hatched juveniles and 
three at Medmerry fledged 
successfully. Another four juveniles 
were spotted in Suffolk, and were 
thought to have bred locally. 

Montagu’s harriers had a good year, 
too, with at least seven nesting 
pairs successfully rearing more  

A bat roost was destroyed by building work, and restorative justice was used 
to resolve the case.

families of barn owls, because he’d 
seen the adults hunting frequently.

BTO ringers Andy Jowett and Jon 
Middleton came to the site, close 
to the Menwith Hill RAF base 
between Harrogate and Skipton,  
to check for chicks. The first box 
contained six well-grown 
youngsters, very close to fledging. 
The second box contained two 
small chicks and five eggs close  
to hatching. The older chicks were 

ringed and we agreed to return  
a couple of weeks later, with a  
plan to ring seven chicks in the 
second box.

Hopefully this season has  
boosted the numbers of  
barn owls sufficiently to  
restore their numbers.
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Bird laundering ring smashed 
A lengthy Belgian investigation has exposed an international bird 
laundering operation.
The ring has been involved in the 
taking and selling of raptors and 
other species from several 
European countries. 

On 27 June 2014, following a 
lengthy trial at Ghent in Belgium, 
four defendants were found guilty 
of forgery of breeder’s declarations 
and certificates for Annex A 
species under Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna 
(CITES) Regulations. The 
defendants were also convicted  
of fraud regarding CITES export 
permits, the failure to keep a  
CITES register, and the use of 
illegal traps and nets. The leading 
defendant and his wife were 
convicted of laundering profits 
through a company. 

The four defendants were 
sentenced to four years (one  
year suspended), two years  
(one year suspended), 18  
months (suspended) and one year 
(suspended), respectively. The court 
imposed fines totalling €130,000 
(about £104,000) and confiscated 

more than €800,000 (about 
£639,000) of illegal gains from  
the operation, including properties. 
Dozens of birds were confiscated 
and given to the care of the Belgian 
Authorities, and all costs are being 
borne by the defendants, by order 
of the trial judge.

The investigation by the Belgian 
Federal Police, which lasted six 
years, resulted in enforcement  
in five countries and included 
searches of premises in the  
UK by the police and NWCU. 
Officers found eggs and chicks  
that had been stolen from the  
wild, including from France and 
Spain. Viable eggs and chicks  
were handed to associates for 
rearing and ringing. By forging  
and falsifying documents, the 
defendants declared birds as 
lawfully bred in captivity and 
obtained Article 10 Certificates, 
which allowed them to be traded. 
The investigation revealed a clear 
hierarchy within the criminal 
network, with a division  
of tasks, the use of police  
officials and the creation  

of a zoo to obtain credibility  
and access to the market.

The raptors included Egyptian 
vultures, imperial, golden, Bonelli’s 
and booted eagles, and several 
falcon species, such as peregrines, 
red-footed falcons and lesser 
kestrels, as well as black-winged, 
red and black kites. Spoonbills, 
great bustards and owls were  
also involved. The operation was 
extremely profitable, as species 
such as Bonelli’s and booted eagles  
were sold for €10,000 (almost 
£8,000) and €5,000 (almost  
£4,000) respectively.

The court said the international 
trade in endangered plant and 
animals is now so large and 
profitable that it is comparable  
to international drugs and arms 
trafficking. The defendants had 
taken advantage of the lack of 
political priority and lack of 
enforcement of CITES. Acting  
for profit, the defendants  
seriously undermined national and 
international efforts to preserve  
and protect vulnerable bird species.

In May 2013, following a two-year 
investigation by Gloucestershire 
Police and the NWCU (Legal Eagle 
71) a man was convicted of fraud 
and unlawful trading in birds.  
This included black kites, and  
the documentation linked these 
birds to one of the defendants 
convicted in Belgium. NWCU have 
little doubt these were taken from 
the wild, and “legitimized” with 
fraudulent permits.

The operation in Belgium was 
linked to a major investigation 
which started in 2009 in South 
Wales. However, after reviewing 
the evidence, the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) did  
not feel there was a realistic 
likelihood of conviction and  
no charges were brought. 

In October 2013, I was asked by the 
NWCU to assist with training police 
and conservation staff in Cyprus.  
I jumped at this opportunity to go 
there and find out more about the 
well-documented bird-trapping 
situation. The work was sponsored 
by Terra Cypria, and I was left 
open-mouthed when I realised  
I was expected to give 
presentations on four consecutive 
days, with inputs on five aspects  
of wildlife crime investigation for  
five hours a day. They wanted their 
money’s worth and I didn’t blame 
them for that.

In January, I left a cold and blustery 
Manchester for Paphos. I met my 
co-lecturer, a senior attorney from 
Washington DC. He was to give one 
presentation a day on biodiversity. 
On the first day, at the Ministry of 
the Interior offices in the capital, 
Nicosia, our audience were 40 
police officers and conservation 
workers. Some were fluent in 
English, but others struggled,  
so presentations were carefully 
paced with the help of a translator. 
The first Cypriot speaker outlined 
the bird-trapping problem on the 
island. Although I knew about the 
issues, I was shocked. Slide after 

slide showed disgraceful trapping 
with large-scale use of mist nets 
and lime sticks. The prime targets 
are blackcaps. They’re considered a 
delicacy and sold, out of public view, 
in restaurants and cafés. This illegal 
industry is worth millions of pounds 
to the syndicates involved. It is 
estimated that 400,000 birds died in 
the first half of September 2013 and 
more than 1.5 million during the 
trapping season. The non-selective 
methods catch a wide variety of 
native and migrant species.

There are regular prosecutions, but 
with fines averaging around €800 
(about £630), this is a drop in the 
ocean to the profits that can be 
made. Trapping is a tradition and  
it is being passed to the younger 
generations, so there is no easy 
solution. On the second day, the 
audience included lawyers and the 
Attorney General, all of whom were 
clearly interested in UK work.

Nicosia is one of the last remaining 
cities separated by a large wall 
through its middle. However, bird 
trapping has no borders on Cyprus. 
So, on the third day, we crossed  
the no man’s land to the Turkish 
side. The next two days were  

UK police training in Cyprus 
North Wales WCO Sgt Rob Taylor reports on a trip to Cyprus to help tackle 
illegal bird trapping.

Catching birds – such as this stonechat – using imesticks is well-established, yet illegal, in Cyprus

to be a repeat of the work so  
far, this time to non-English 
speaking Turkish police and lawyers. 

The third day went well, but 
attendance was lower, suggesting 
our work was not overly popular. 
The real shock came at the final 
lecture for police officers, as not a 
single police officer appeared at the 
lecture theatre, though 40 had been 
invited. Was this a coincidence?  
I returned to the Cypriot side 
disappointed and dismayed, and 
have never been informed why 
nobody turned up on that final day.

So what did I learn from my trip?  
I hope I was able to impart some 
knowledge of UK police wildlife 
crime investigations, which will be 
put to good effect. They have a very 
difficult problem to solve. While 
there is a market for these birds, 
there is an industry. I believe 
tourists should be educated about 
the issues, and more political 
pressure is needed to tackle the 
trade by retail outlets. Maybe then 
thousands of iconic and often rare 
birds will be spared and there will 
be more revenue from tourists 
going to see them in the beautiful 
Cypriot habitat.
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Bonelli’s eagles were traded illegally
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A five-year EU LIFE funded project, 
known as Save the Raptors, which 
aimed to improve the conservation 
status of imperial eagles and saker 
falcons in Bulgaria, has recently 
concluded. It was run by the 
Bulgarian Society for Protection  
of Birds (BSPB), a BirdLife partner, 
with the assistance of the RSPB.

It covered a wide range of projects, 
including fitting satellite tags to 
monitor eagle movements, 
insulating pylons to reduce 
electrocution problems, and  
habitat management. Part of  
the project worked on encouraging 
the statutory agencies to tackle 
wildlife crime issues, as there  
had been very little activity on  
this front in Bulgaria.

The letter said: “Special attention is 
paid to the successes of the project 
in work to prevent wildlife crimes 
together with relevant institutions 
and the Commission strongly 
encourages this to be continued”. 

It is hoped the Bulgarian authorities 
will build on this work and continue 
to improve the enforcement of 
wildlife crime. The BSPB and the 
RSPB would like to thank Guy Clarke 
of UK Border Force and the staff of 
the NWCU for their assistance. 

Want more info?
Visit saveraptors.org

RSPB Investigations helped 
facilitate some of this work.  
As a result, three Bulgarian  
Officials attended a UK Wildlife 
Crime Enforcers’ Conference, and 
officers from NWCU, UK Border 
Agency (UKBA) and the RSPB 
attended events in Bulgaria to 
assist with the training of the 
Bulgarian Authorities. The RSPB  
is working with the Bulgarian 
authorities on a case involving  
a UK national who is facing 
allegations of egg collecting.

Following completion of  
the project, in July 2014, the  
Directorate General Environment  
of the European Commission wrote 
to BSPB to congratulate them on 
the work they had undertaken.  

EU praises efforts to tackle 
wildlife crime in Bulgaria
A successful project to protect birds of prey in Bulgaria draws to a close.

Legal finch trapping is set to return in Malta and Gozo
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Finch trapping back in Malta

trapping naturally, so that Malta 
could meet their obligations to  
the Birds Directive in time of  
EU accession.

While finch trapping will not be 
allowed on the scrubby garigue 
habitat areas favoured by finches  
in Natura 2000 sites, illegal trapping 
has focused on these areas in the 
past. The police forces of Malta do 
not have a division to tackle wildlife 
crime, and enforcement has been 
minimal. In both 2011 and 2012, 
the European Commission issued 
formal warnings to Malta for other 
trapping issues, targeting other 
species. It is imperative that the 
European Commission takes action 
now, unlike the “let’s see and wait” 
approach it has taken on spring 
hunting. BirdLife Malta will be 
taking several paths of action and, 
in some actions, will be supported 
by the RSPB Investigations unit. 

Want more info?
Visit www.birdlifemalta.org 

BirdLife Malta’s Conservation and Policy officer, Christian Debono, explains 
the quickly deteriorating situation with bird conservation in Malta. 

The outlook for imperial eagles is brighter, thanks to the Bulgarian project

Finch trapping through derogation 
has been reintroduced to the 
Maltese Islands – another step  
back for bird conservation.

In July 2014 the Maltese 
government announced the 
reintroduction of finch trapping  
for two months, from 20 October 
to 31 December 2014. Finch 
trapping had legally stopped  
on the islands five years ago.  
It was banned as part of Malta’s 
accession agreement to the EU. 
Unfortunately, illegal finch trapping 
continued on a significant scale, 
with BirdLife Malta often reporting 
trapping sites to the police. 

The government has now decided 
to allow the trapping of seven 
species of finches. Each trapper  
is allowed ten finches per species, 
and can operate from four different 
sites. The clap nets used by 
Maltese trappers could, with just 
one swipe of a net, fulfil this quota. 
The situation is beyond ridiculous, 
when one considers that an 

unlimited number of trappers, each 
having a maximum of four trapping 
sites across Malta’s landscape, will 
operate for a whole two months. 
It will mean an open ticket to 
capture an unlimited number of 
finches. Capturing wild finches 
for recreational purposes in Malta 
should not be allowed under any 
Birds Directive derogation. 

Unfortunately, since the new 
government came to power 
in Malta in March 2013, bird 
conservation has taken a step 
backwards. The Wild Birds 
Regulation Unit (WBRU) has 
focussed on a “memorandum of 
understanding” which was drafted 
with the hunting and trapping 
federation on the eve of the last 
election, in complete disregard to 
bird conservation. The WBRU has 
started receiving applications for 
new trapping licences, lifting  
a moratorium on trapping licences 
which started in 2002. The 
moratorium was introduced as 
a method to begin to phase out 
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and finally…

Award for  
NWCU officer
NWCU’s Senior Intelligence Officer, Colin Pirie,  
has been commended for outstanding work.

W C O      

KEEPING  
WILDLIFE 
CRIME OFFICERS 
INFORMED

For more information on wild birds and the law, visit rspb.org.uk/birdlaw  

The RSPB is the country’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring 
everyone to give nature a home.

The RSPB is a member of BirdLife International, a partnership to 
give nature a home around the world.

The RSPB is a registered charity: in England and Wales no. 207076,
in Scotland no. SC037654.

Write to be read
We welcome contributions to Legal Eagle. Please let us know about wildlife crime initiatives, 
news, events and prosecutions in your force. Send your articles and mailing list updates to the 
Editor, The RSPB, Investigations Section, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, by e-mail 
to alice.tribe@rspb.org.uk or by fax to 01767 693078. The views expressed in Legal Eagle are 
not necessarily those of the RSPB or PAW.
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The RSPB
UK Headquarters 
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL 
Tel: 01767 680551

Scotland Headquarters 
2 Lochside View, 
Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh EH12 9DH 
Tel: 0131 317 4100

Northern Ireland Headquarters 
Belvoir Park Forest, Belfast BT8 7QT
Tel: 028 9049 1547

Wales Headquarters 
Sutherland House, Castlebridge, 
Cowbridge Road East, Cardiff CF11 9AB 
Tel: 029 2035 3000

PAW
PAW is The Partnership  
for Action Against Wildlife 
Crime, a multi-agency body of 
organisations involved in wildlife 
law enforcement in the UK. 

PAW provides opportunities for 
statutory and non-governmental 
organisations to work together 
to combat wildlife crime, and to 
promote the enforcement of wildlife 
conservation legislation, particularly 
through supporting the networks 
of Police Wildlife Crime Officers 
and officers from HM Revenue and 
Customs and the UK Border Agency. 

Want more info? 
Visit defra.gov.uk/paw  

The commendation was presented 
by Durham’s Chief Constable 
Barton at the National Intelligence 
Policing Conference in May.

Colin, who previously served with 
Lothian Borders Police, has been 
with the NWCU since its inception 
in 2006. He manages the Police 
Wildlife Intelligence Database, 
making sure it complies with the 
legal protocols and conventions, 
such as the National Intelligence 
Model (NIM), Management of 
Police Information (MoPI) and the 
Data Protection Act (DPA). 
Following their inspection of the 
NWCU, Inspectors from the Office 
of Surveillance Commission 
reported that the NWCU is 
meticulous in the way it deals  
with intelligence, which is largely 
due to Colin’s diligence.

He is responsible for managing, 
processing and disseminating 
thousands of intelligence items 
across the UK. He regularly works 
with the National Crime Agency, 
EUROPOL and INTERPOL, which 
has resulted in arrests and 

convictions in countries including 
the USA and New Zealand.

Colin was responsible for 
identifying newly-linked criminal 
activity across the UK (and later 
Europe) relating to illegal rhino  
horn thefts and trade. As a  
result, Organised Crime Groups 
were set up, which resulted  
in multiple arrests across  
the UK and internationally. 

Chief Constable Simon Prince 
(ACPO Lead Wildlife and Rural 
Crime) said: “National recognition 
of Colin’s work is well deserved.  
He has made a significant 
contribution in the fight against 
wildlife crime. I am delighted to see 
him rewarded for his tireless work”. 

Detective Inspector Nevin Hunter, 
former Head of the NWCU said: 
“The work of an Intelligence Officer 
often goes unnoticed. However, 
intelligence is the lifeblood of law 
enforcement. Colin’s knowledge and 
commitment in this area is second 
to none. There is nobody more 
deserving of this award”. 


