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Bring our hen harriers back!

More than 400 people flocked to the 
main event, on Sunday 9 August at 
the Goyt Valley in Derbyshire, and 
enjoyed the summer sunshine. Last 
year, the inspirational, though sadly 
soggy, Hen Harrier Day was held 
in Derbyshire’s Derwent Valley. The 
momentum from that event, and 
the ongoing social media outcry 
about the continuing persecution of 
hen harriers and other wildlife crime, 
had galvanised another public show 
of support this summer.

The event was organised by Birders 
Against Wildlife Crime (BAWC), 
Mark Avery, Derbyshire Wildlife 
Trust and the RSPB. United Utilities 
(UU) and the Forestry Commission 
generously helped to host the 
event. The hen harrier model Harry, 
produced by the Wilde family from 
Cheshire, made an appearance. The 
family created a speakers’ podium 
resembling a mock grouse butt, 
traditionally used as a place from 
which driven grouse are shot. 

Representatives from the 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and the 
RSPB spoke to the crowd, as did 
conservation campaigner Mark 
Avery. An emotive and passionate 
speech from TV presenter and 
naturalist Chris Packham set the 
tone for the day. He highlighted 
the plight faced by hen harriers 
and other raptors. Visit youtu.be/
WIMAM9lh6zc for Chris’ speech.

Other Hen Harrier Day events were 
held around the country, including 
at Bowland in Lancashire, Mull, 
Perthshire and at the RSPB reserves 
at Arne, Dorset, and Saltholme, 
Cleveland. Police Wildlife Crime 
Officers (WCOs) went to some of 
the events. The lack of presence of 
statutory agencies such as Natural 
England (NE) was disappointing. 
Cosmetic company Lush sold hen 
harrier bath bombs in their stores. 
The proceeds from these products 
will provide significant funding for 
more hen harrier satellite tagging.
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On 8 August, a special hen harrier 
event was held at the Palace Hotel 
in Buxton. This was organised by 
TellTale environmental consultants 
and Mark Avery, who promoted 
his new book Inglorious, about 
the game industry. There was 
an eclectic mix of presentations, 
including from author Mark Cocker 
and artist and Turner prize winner 
Jeremy Deller. The speakers 
provided a fascinating and thought-
provoking evening for nearly 300 
attendees. Mike Clarke, the RSPB 
Chief Executive, endorsed support 
to tackle raptor persecution. 

Through the use of social media, far 
more people have become aware of 
wildlife crime issues, and are able 
to voice their concerns. Hopefully, 
events such as Hen Harrier Day will 
encourage the government to take 
more notice of the pressing issues 
associated with wildlife crime, and 
really commit to finding meaningful 
ways of tackling raptor persecution.

A social media “Thunderclap” made a rallying call to 5.7 million people  
with the message: “We’re missing our hen harriers – we want them back!” 
RSPB Senior Investigations Officer Guy Shorrock reports on Hen Harrier Day. 

Hen Harrier Day at the Goyt Valley, Derbyshire
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Another hen harrier shot

Five harriers disappear

It was only a few days after Hen 
Harrier Day when the news was 
announced that the young female, 
named Annie, had been killed. She 
was fitted with a satellite transmitter 
as a chick, as part of the Langholm 

Four of the breeding male birds 
disappeared from Bowland, 
Lancashire, which led to the failure 
of all their nests. In another incident, 
a breeding male vanished from  
the RSPB’s Geltsdale reserve in 
Cumbria in May, causing another 
nest to fail. Lancashire Police, 
Cumbria Constabulary and the 
RSPB appeal for any information 
about what happened to the birds.

Hen harriers are England’s most 
threatened breeding bird of prey. 
They are a focus species for the UK 
Government’s Raptor Persecution 
wildlife crime priority. In 2014, there 
were only four successful nests in 
England, two of which were on the 
UU Estate in Bowland. The RSPB 
has been working on the estate for 
more than 35 years, and has 

Moor Demonstration Project. 
Scientists monitoring her 
movements became concerned in 
March 2015, when data showed she 
was no longer moving. After 
extensive searching, RSPB 

developed a strong partnership with 
the water company and its farming 
and shooting tenants. In recent 
years there have been very few 
successful hen harrier breeding 
attempts in Bowland, except within 
the UU Estate.

The NE’s 2008 report A future for 
the Hen Harrier in England? found 
that persecution accounted for 
nearly all failed nesting attempts on 
driven grouse moors away from the 
Bowland Fells. It was a much less 
important factor on grouse moors  
in the Bowland Fells and absent  
as a cause of failure on the UU 
Estate. However, the situation in 
Bowland seems to have worsened 
since then.To view the report, visit 
publications.naturalengland. 
org.uk/file/81030

Investigations staff, liaising with  
NE and Police Scotland, recovered 
her body and submitted it to the 
SAC Veterinary Centre laboratory  
for post mortem. This determined 
that she had been shot.

The NE report also found that an 
unusual feature of some breeding 
attempts was the disappearance  
of one, or occasionally both, of the 
adult birds, often whilst on foraging 
trips away from the nest site. It was 
concluded that, in these cases, the 
disappearing hen harriers had died. 
The study discounted lack of food  
or predation as being the cause  
of these disappearances and 
subsequent nest failures. 

A recent NE press release  
revealed that six English nests 
fledged 18 young. Research 
indicates that there is sufficient 
habitat in England for more than  
300 pairs.

Hot on the heels of Hen Harrier Day, Police Scotland and the RSPB  
released news that a hen harrier, found dead in late April on a grouse  
moor in south-west Scotland, had been illegally shot.

Five breeding male hen harriers went missing in unexplained circumstances  
in England in 2015. There is concern that they may have been killed illegally.

Annie tagged and ready for release Annie’s lifeless body, found on a grouse moor  
in Scotland
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On 13 February 2015, gamekeeper 
Neil Gordon Wainwright, 55, of 
Norbury, Shropshire, pleaded guilty 
to two pesticide offences and 
insecure storage of firearms 
ammunition. He was later fined 
£500 with £115 costs. He pleaded 
not guilty to two offences under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
and one under the Animal Welfare 
Act 2006, relating to the use of two 
domestic quails in a Larsen trap. On 
29 June 2015 at Telford Magistrates’ 
Court, following a trial on 16 June, 
Wainwright was acquitted when  
the District Judge ruled the RSPB 
surveillance evidence inadmissible 
following a civil trespass.

On 22 July 2014, RSPB 
Investigations Officer, Howard 
Jones, located a multi-catch Larsen 
trap next to an active pheasant 
release pen in woodland near the 
Stiperstones Nature Reserve in 
Shropshire. The trap was baited 
with two live domestic quails. This 
is illegal under the terms of the 
General Licences. Traps set in this 
manner are typically known as 
hawk traps.

The following day, covert video 
cameras were installed to monitor 
the trap. Recordings show 
Wainwright checking the trap on  
a number of occasions during the 
following few days. This evidence 
was passed to West Mercia Police. 
On 5 August a search warrant was 
executed at Wainwright’s home and 
a land search was made around 
Stiperstones, assisted by the RSPB. 
A container of a fumigant, 
Phostoxin, was found insecurely 
stored in a vehicle at his home, 
along with a quantity of ammunition.

The Larsen trap and two quails  
were recovered. At another location, 
a dead red kite was found, later 
confirmed as poisoned by the 
banned pesticide carbofuran. It was 
not possible to establish who was 
responsible for this poisoning. 
During a later interview by police 
and the National Wildlife Crime  
Unit (NWCU), Wainwright accepted 
setting the Larsen trap with the 
quails, but claimed he was trying  
to catch mink, stoats and rats, 
although this is an illegal trapping 
method for these species.

An experienced gamekeeper from Shropshire was convicted of pesticide  
and firearms offences, but acquitted regarding the use of a hawk trap.
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During the trial, Wainwright denied 
that he was trying to catch raptors. 
Despite being a gamekeeper with 
35 years’ experience, he was unable 
to name anyone who used his 
methods for mammals. Expert 
evidence from NE’s Dr Calvert 
outlined the usual and legal  
trapping methods for mammals. 

Avian vet Neil Forbes outlined the 
welfare concerns related to using 
quails as live bait in a trap. 

Following legal submissions about 
the admissibility of the RSPB video 
evidence, District Judge Kevin 
Grego outlined that, if he accepted 
the evidence, the case would be 
made out. However, he ruled that 
this evidence was disproportionate 
in this case and dismissed the three 
related charges. 

While not a legal precedent,  
we find the decision to reject  
the covert camera evidence very 
disappointing. This is the first time  
in England or Wales that such 
evidence has not been accepted  
by a court. Indeed, since 1990 some  
27 individuals have been convicted 
in England and Wales for raptor 
persecution offences following 
surveillance evidence of this type. 

The Judge ordered Wainwright to 
cover his own defence costs, and 
told him that he had been the author 
of his own misfortune.

The RSPB thanks all the agencies 
and individuals involved, and in 
particular Sgt Adrian Woolley,  
Dr Rodney Calvert, Abbey Kingston 
of the Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS), counsel Richard Davenport 
and Neil Forbes.

Covert surveillance  
footage discounted in court

The illegal Larsen trap used by Wainwright
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Free as a bird
PC Amanda Barrett of Humberside Police reports on a successful investigation 
which resulted in a kestrel flying free once again.

In October 2014, a member  
of the public found an injured  
female kestrel at a road side near 
Scunthorpe. Enquiries confirmed  
it was one of four ringed in a nest  
in Sweden three months earlier. 

The following day, she gave the  
bird to a work colleague for him  
to house in an unused pigeon loft 
while it recovered. 

A few days later, the finder  
was told the bird was progressing 
well and that he would be releasing 
it back into the wild in a few days. 

However, in March 2015 she  
was made aware that it had  

not been released, so she reported 
the incident to the RSPB. 

Duncan McNiven, RSPB Senior 
Investigations Officer, contacted 
Humberside Police, and the job was 
allocated to me. After speaking to 
the informant, I went to her 
colleague’s home address. 

The colleague admitted he still  
had the bird. I called Jean Thorpe  
of Ryedale Wildlife Rehabilitation, 
who caught the bird and examined 
it. In her opinion, the kestrel still 
appeared to be wild. The kestrel’s 
plumage was in good condition, but 
the loft was dirty, with dead pigeon 
carcasses strewn around, and no 

water for the bird to bathe in. She 
was rather light, and would need  
to gain some weight before release.

The bird was seized and the suspect 
given a police caution for unlawful 
possession of a wild bird. Under 
Jean’s care, the kestrel gained 
weight and was finally released in 
the Lower Derwent Valley Nature 
Reserve in late April.

What amazes me is how this 
wonderful creature migrated  
across the North Sea so soon after 
fledging. This has to be one of the 
most satisfying parts of my role  
as a wildlife crime officer – to give  
a creature the freedom it deserves.
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The kestrel was finally released back into the wild



A tawny  
owl chick

On 15 May 2015, Michael Geoffrey 
Horne, 45, of Church Road, Tilney  
St Lawrence, pleaded guilty at 
Norfolk Crown Court to three 
offences contrary to the Control 
of Trade in Endangered Species 
Regulations 1997 (COTES). He  
was fined £250 on each of the 
charges and ordered to pay £250 
costs, totalling £1,000. The court 
ordered that two further charges  
lie on file.

In May 2014, Horne sold a young 
tawny owl to another keeper from 

Norfolk. Tawny owls are included  
on Annex A of the EU Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) regulations. This 
means that, if they are to be sold 
or used for a commercial purpose 
lawfully, each specimen must 
be fitted with a unique leg ring 
and must be covered by a permit 
known as an Article 10 Certificate. 
The owl sold by Horne had been 
accompanied by what appeared 
– at first glance – to be an Article 
10 Certificate, which indicated that 
the owl had been bred in captivity 
by Horne. However, when the new 
owner examined the document 
closely, he noticed that, 
according to the certificate, 
the bird had been bred 
in June 2013. This 

was not consistent with the owl’s 
plumage, which still had downy 
feathering, suggesting that the  
bird had hatched in 2014. The  
new owner returned the bird  
to Horne and the matter was 
reported to the NWCU.

Norfolk Constabulary, assisted 
by the NWCU, executed a search 
warrant at Horne’s home address 
and he was interviewed. Although 
he initially made no comment, he 
subsequently admitted that he had 
recycled two rings of owls that had 
died the previous year. He admitted 

that he had recycled the 
Article 10 Certificates in 

order to save money. 
Horne admitted selling 

two tawny owls 
with recycled rings 
and certificates. 
He also admitted 
reselling the owl 
that had been 
returned to him. 

The NWCU thanks 
PC Maria Asker for 
her efforts with  
 this case.
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Tu-whit...
An experienced owl breeder from Norfolk has been fined for  
offences relating to the sale of owls. Andy McWilliam of the  
NWCU reports. 
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...tu-woo
A Sheffield man pleaded guilty to possessing wild owls and a bird trap.  
Andy McWilliam of the NWCU reports.

On 16 June 2015, Joel Martin, 20,  
of Clayton Crescent, Waterthorpe, 
Sheffield, pleaded guilty at Sheffield 
Magistrates’ Court to possessing 
two wild tawny owls and 
possessing a trap capable of being 
used to take wild birds, contrary to 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981. A further charge of taking  
two owls from a nest in Sheffield 
was withdrawn. He was given a 
12-month community order, ordered 
to carry out 40 hours’ unpaid work 
and to pay costs totalling £215. The 
court made a forfeiture order for the 
trap and the owls, which were taken 
to a sanctuary.

In early May 2015, a member  
of the public handed two young 
tawny owls to the police. The owls 
were not fitted with leg rings and it 
was suspected that they had been 
taken from their nests some time 
earlier. Enquiries led the police to 
Martin’s home address, and on  

19 May a warrant was executed, 
with assistance from the NWCU. 
Officers found evidence that birds 
had been kept at the address along 
with a homemade trap, which had 
been specifically designed to trap 
birds of prey. Martin was arrested 
and interviewed by the officers.  
He admitted having been in 
possession of an owl on behalf  
of somebody else, but claimed  
the owl had been captive bred. 
Evidence gleaned from a Facebook 
account contradicted his story and 
indicated he had been in 
possession of two owls. 

The court heard that Martin always 
denied that he had taken the owls 
from their nest himself, but 
accepted that they were wild birds, 
so he should never have taken 
possession. He accepted he had 
made the bird trap himself and that 
it was for catching wild birds, but he 
denied that it had ever been used.

The NWCU thanks PC Rachael 
Atwell for her efforts and 
perseverance in this case.

A
n

d
y M

cW
illiam

 (N
W

C
U

)

The two tawny owls unlawfully 
kept by Martin
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Home-made trap which would probably be baited with a rodent. If a bird of prey struck, its talons would 
be caught in the fishing-line loops
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Man fined for trapping 
goldfinches
A man has been fined for using cage traps to catch wild birds in North Yorkshire.

On 20 July 2015, Alan Smith,  
59, of Clifton Caravan Site, Water  
Lane, York, pleaded guilty to eight 
wildlife offences at Scarborough 
Magistrates’ Court. The offences 
were the possession of wild birds, 
taking wild birds, using a decoy to 
take wild birds, and using a trap to 
take wild birds, all contrary to the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
He received a six-month community 
order with a 10-day rehabilitation 
activity, £100 fine, £85 costs, £60 
victim surcharge and £150 criminal 
court charge.

On 3 July 2015, PC Graham Bilton,  
a WCO at North Yorkshire Police, 
visited an encampment at Gate 
Helmsley near York. While there,  

he noticed a small twin-chambered 
wire cage trap of a type also known 
as a chardonneret trap. The trap  
had been placed on top of a hedge 
and was actively set, with a male 
goldfinch in one of the chambers.

Officers seized the trap and bird, 
which was subsequently identified 
as a recently-caught wild goldfinch. 
At the time, no-one was present  
at the site, but a note was made  
of the registration numbers of  
the vehicles present.

A few days later, on 6 July, PC 
Bilton visited another encampment 
in Scagglethorpe and recognised 
the vehicles present as being those 
seen at Gate Helmsley. At the 

Scagglethorpe site he noticed a 
cage trap of a similar design, which 
was set on top of a hedge and 
contained another recently-caught 
wild male goldfinch.

Smith, who was at the site, was 
arrested on suspicion of committing 
wildlife offences and, following 
interview involving the RSPCA,  
was charged. Both goldfinches  
were released back to the wild.

PC Bilton said: “It is important that 
those responsible for committing 
wildlife crimes are brought to justice. 
These types of crimes can have a 
dramatic effect on local fauna and 
flora, yet often go unreported and 
are difficult to investigate”.
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Illegally set chardonneret trap with goldfinch decoy used by Smith
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“Tiger claw” jewellery 
company fined by court
A vintage jewellery company has been fined for offering tiger claws for sale.

Annina Vogel Limited pleaded guilty 
on 19 June 2015 at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court to offering 14 
“tiger” claws for sale, contrary to 
COTES regulations. The company 
was fined £2,000.

The jewellery was on sale at  
a concession of the company  
in the Liberty department store  
on Regent Street, London. 

In March 2014, a Metropolitan 
Police WCO went to the store  
and seized 11 pieces of jewellery 
containing 14 big cat claws,  
which were examined by wildlife 
inspector Dr Andrew Kitchener  

The big cat claws seized by the Metropolitan Police

of the Animal and Plant Health 
Agency (APHA). He established 
that they were not tiger claws,  
but were from other big cat  
species protected under CITES, 
including leopards, jaguars,  
lynxes, caracals and servals. 

As the claws were declared  
as tiger, which is included  
on Annex A of the EU CITES 
Regulations, this led to the 
charge against the company.

Detective Constable Sarah  
Bailey from the Metropolitan  
Police said: “New guidelines were 
implemented in the UK in 2013,  

in order to protect the world’s 
dwindling tiger population.

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind jewellers  
and antique dealers to comply  
with the legislation in relation  
to tiger claw specimens. 

“The sale of any tiger claws  
is unlawful if they have not  
been significantly altered  
from their natural state,  
even if antique. 

“This kind of trade continues  
to threaten many endangered 
species with extinction”.
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Man cautioned for 
stamping on gull chicks
On 19 June 2015, a 59-year-old man was seen to stamp on and kill  
three herring gull chicks at Sellafield Nuclear Power Station in Cumbria.

The man was interviewed by 
Cumbria Constabulary for an 
offence of intentionally killing  
a wild bird contrary to the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981. 

A small number of bird  
species can be controlled  
under General Licences  

issued by NE, but this can only  
be used for very specific reasons. 

The man was interviewed, and said 
he had been annoyed by adult gulls 
while working nearby. 

Gulls causing annoyance is  
not a valid reason to kill them,  

and stamping on chicks is cruel  
and inappropriate. The man had  
not been authorised to kill the  
birds by Sellafield, and was  
not acting with its consent. 

He was given an adult caution  
for the offence, as he had no 
previous convictions.

Herring gull chicks are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

B
en

 A
n

d
re

w
 (

R
S

P
B

)



11

Prosecutions

Accidental 999 call leads 
to jail and hefty costs
A man from Kent has been jailed for causing animal fights between dogs 
and wild mammals, after his wife accidentally called 999 and unwittingly 
revealed her husband’s cruel hobby.

On 11 May 2015, Steven Alston,  
49, from Canterbury, Kent, pleaded 
guilty at Folkestone Magistrates’ 
Court to a charge of causing an 
animal fight and of causing 
unnecessary suffering to three dogs 
by failing to get proper veterinary 
treatment for their injuries. He was 
banned from keeping animals for  
life and sentenced to 160 days in 
custody, as well as being ordered  
to pay £10,000 costs. 

Response officers from Kent  
Police visited Alston’s home on  
6 November 2013 to investigate the 
unanswered 999 call made from his 
wife’s mobile phone. As there was 
no answer at the property, the 
officers looked over the rear garden 
fence and saw injured terrier-type 
dogs in an elaborate kennel set-up. 
Some of the injured terriers had 
their noses virtually ripped off.

The response officers immediately 
contacted the Kent Police rural 
liaison team and the RSPCA.  
A search uncovered paraphernalia, 
including digging equipment and an 
adapted treadmill typically used to 
train dogs, and some veterinary 
medications. Many photos of injured 
dogs were found, along with diaries 
in which Alston described, in detail, 
many fights between dogs and 
foxes, badgers and other wild 
mammals over several decades.

Eight terrier-type dogs, including 
adults and juveniles, were seized  
by police and later signed over to 
the RSPCA. Seven of the dogs have 
now been re-homed by the RSPCA.

District judge Justin Barron said he 
would have passed an even stronger 
sentence if the law had allowed it.

An image from Alston’s mobile phone shows him holding a dead fox 
and a bloody terrier 
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Jet skier all washed up  
at Bempton

RSPB Bempton Cliffs reserve on 
Flamborough Head, East Yorkshire, 
is internationally renowned for its 
breeding seabird colony along more 
than 5 km of cliffs. These cliffs are 
protected as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and as  
a Special Protection Area (SPA).

The reserve supports England’s 
largest population of breeding 
seabirds, including the largest 
mainland gannet colony. From 
March to September, large  
numbers of birds are on the cliffs 
and surrounding waters. During  
this period, the RSPB organises 
public boat trips on the Yorkshire 
Belle, giving safe and close 
encounters with the birds. On  
8 June 2014, many on the boat 
witnessed three jet skiers riding  
at high speed directly into large  
rafts of birds on the sea below  
the colony. A number of birds  
were thought to have been hit  
and the incident was reported  
to the police and NE by Tim Birch,  
a conservation manager at 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. 

The jet skiers were identified and 
NE wrote to them. One was Tim 
Evans of Maple Grove, York, who 
refused to accept the letter and 
returned it unopened.

During the following months, the 
Flamborough Marine Management 
Authority and the responsible 
elements of the local jet ski 
community met to develop  
a code of conduct.

On 28 September 2014, RSPB 
Senior Investigations Officer Mark 
Thomas witnessed two jet skiers 
disturbing large numbers of gannets 
and riding into a group of flightless 
juvenile gannets swimming below 
the cliffs. Photographic evidence 
was supplied to NE and the police.
Investigations proved that jet  
skier Tim Evans was involved  
in this incident too, and that  
his jet ski registration number  
was now covered. NE wrote  
to him again, but this letter  
was also returned unopened.

On 27 April 2015 NE issued a Stop 
Notice under the Environmental 
Civil Sanctions (England) Order 
2010, banning Tim Evans from  
jet ski activity within 2 km of 
Flamborough Head for two years. 
This was served as NE reasonably 
believed that Tim Evans would carry 
on an activity that would cause 
serious harm to the environment  
or would be likely to involve the 
commission of a relevant offence.

Tim Evans appealed the decision 
and a First Tier Tribunal hearing was 
scheduled, to be heard by Judge 
Christopher Hughes OBE. On 1 
July, prior to a hearing the following 
day at York Magistrates’ Court, a 
site visit to Bempton Cliffs was 
made. Giving evidence, Tim Evans 
claimed he had not seen birds on 
the sea during either reported 
incident, that he hadn’t opened the 
correspondence from NE as he 
wasn’t expecting anything from 
them, and that his number plate 
had been covered up to stop theft. 

A jet skier has been banned for two years from activity within 2 km of 
Bempton Cliffs, which is home to about 250,000 nesting seabirds each year.

Stop orders were placed  
on jet skier Tim Evans
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Evidence was given by Tim Birch, 
Mark Thomas and RSPB Senior 
Conservation Officer Tim Melling, 
who outlined the damage that 
these incidents of disturbance 
could have on the seabird colony. 
Judge Hughes ruled that NE had 
been right in issuing the Stop Notice 
and that Tim Evans’ approach to the 
issues set out in the Stop Notice 
was profoundly disingenuous. Judge 
Hughes added that he was satisfied 
that the registration number on the 
jet ski had been deliberately 
obscured in an attempt to make  
it more difficult to identify Evans.

Judge Hughes said: “There is an 
obligation on the UK to ensure 
adequate protection of the Bempton 
seabirds under the Birds Directive.  
I am satisfied that, given the bird 
behaviour over time, this extent of 
protection is necessary to prevent 
an offence of destroying, damaging 
or disturbing the fauna which justify 
the designation of the SSSI, since 
the destruction of a large number of 
adult or juvenile birds would have an 
impact in succeeding years on the 
breeding population of the SSSI. 
These birds would be highly 
vulnerable to a jet ski moving at the 
speeds Tim Evans was observed to 
be moving at close inshore. 

“The protection of these colonies  
of seabirds is a matter of substantial 
public importance and the existence 
of this Stop Notice may well deter 
others from indulging in reckless 
behaviour around this and other 
seabird breeding sites”.

The RSPB thanks Tim Birch of 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, David  
Key from NE, Heather Davison  
from East Riding Council, PC Dave 
Jenkins from Humberside Police 
and Miss Coates from Browne 
Jacobson Solicitors.
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Observer Ethical Awards 
2015 winners
The efforts of an organisation which secured the future of the Met’s Wildlife 
Crime Unit was recognised, as it became the joint winner of the Observer 
Ethical Awards.

The Wildlife Crime Unit (WCU)  
of the Metropolitan Police was  
an unloved and underfunded 
department, and in 2010 it was 
threatened with closure. For the  
UK branch of World Animal 
Protection (WAP), an organisation 
that combats animal cruelty, this 
was unacceptable, so it launched  
an unusual campaign to save the 
unit, which involved a non-
governmental agency (NGO) making 
direct payments for police work.

WAP’s head of campaigns, Alyx 
Elliott, said: “We offered to fund-
match the government for two 
years. It was controversial within  
the NGO community, and we didn’t 
want to set a precedent for private 
companies funding police work.  
But we don’t regret it. There was  
no other option.”

The organisation provided £200,000 
to fund the unit until 2012. Then 

Elliott and her team campaigned  
to raise public awareness of wildlife 
crime. Their mission was a great 
success: more funding was made 
available to run the unit until 2014. 
Last year it was announced that it 
would be fully funded by the 
Metropolitan Police, a formal 
recognition of its importance.

“Wildlife crime is hugely 
misunderstood,” said Elliott. “Some 
people think of wildlife crime as 
ivory smuggling or deer poaching  
– something that happens abroad,  
in Africa, for example. But it covers 
a multitude of things: badger baiting, 
bird of prey persecution, bat roost 
disturbance. Then there’s the exotic 
side: people owning pets without 
the correct paperwork.”

As well as battling against animal 
cruelty, WAP has identified a strong 
link between wildlife crime and 
other types of crime. 

Elliott said: “Rhino horn is more 
expensive than cocaine. A carp 
bought for €300 (about £210) on 
the European mainland can fetch 
£3,000 here. A couple of years  
ago, 180 people were arrested for 
hare coursing in Lincolnshire, and 
all but one of them were already 
known to police.”

For Elliott, there is an element of 
personal satisfaction as well as the 
professional success. She added:  
“I got into it to make a difference  
for the animals, to do the right thing. 
That’s what gets me up every day. 
And things are improving. We are  
in constant dialogue with the CPS 
and the police, and they are open  
to ideas. Without the work we’d 
done, the unit wouldn’t exist. It’s 
very satisfying”.

The other joint winner was  
The Friends of Tower Hamlets 
Cemetery Park.

WAP’s winning team: Alyx Elliott, Simon Pope and Josh Kaile, with DC Sarah Bailey
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Wildlife crime in the spotlight
A number of police campaigns in 2015 have highlighted the threats of wildlife 
crime to raptors and others species.

In March 2015, Police Scotland 
launched a wildlife crime awareness 
campaign, supported by the 
Partnership Against Wildlife Crime 
(PAW) Scotland and partner 
organisations. Posters and campaign 
materials can be downloaded from 
the Scottish Government website: 
visit gov.scot and search for 
“wildlife crime posters”.

North Yorkshire Police began a 
poster campaign, raising awareness 
of the dangers of illegal wildlife 
poisoning. This was initiated by Sgt 
Stuart Grainger. He said: “Animal 
carcasses laced with poison are 
sometimes deliberately used to kill 
other wildlife, particularly birds of 

prey. This practice is cruel and 
illegal, and such poisoned bait  
is a serious risk to the health  
of members of the public,  
their children and pets”. 

Dozens of hard-hitting posters were 
distributed in rural areas, including 
the Yorkshire Dales and North York 
Moors, and displayed in National 
Park Centres, on parish council 
notice boards and on other key 
public places. North Yorkshire has 
the worst track record of any county 
in England for raptor persecution, 
and data was provided by the RSPB 
to support the campaign. The BBC 
television programme Crimewatch 
Roadshow featured the issues with 

contributions from the RSPB  
and WCO PC Gareth Jones.

North Wales Police launched 
Operation Raptor to discourage 
would-be bird poisoners. There 
were a number of suspected 
peregrine falcon poisonings in  
2014 and a more recent incident 
involving a buzzard. 

WCO Sgt Rob Taylor said: “It is  
an awareness campaign to warn 
offenders they could face a fine  
or even jail time if they are caught. 
Evidence suggests that people  
were targeting peregrine falcons  
to prevent them from killing prize 
racing pigeons”.
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Mull Eagle Watch: 20 years on
This year marks a number of key milestones and anniversaries for the 
white-tailed (sea) eagle reintroduction project. It’s 40 years since the releases 
began on the Isle of Rum in 1975. It’s 30 years since the first wild chick 
fledged on Mull in 1985, and this year saw the hundredth pair of breeding  
sea eagles attempting to nest in Orkney.

Since that first historic chick on 
Mull, the island has become 
synonymous with the success of 
the reintroduction project, hosting 
countless television crews for 
programmes, such as the BBC’s 
Springwatch and Countryfile 
television programmes. These  
have helped to boost Mull’s  
well-deserved reputation as a  
top wildlife-watching destination. 

There are now 20 breeding pairs  
of sea eagles on Mull. This success 
has been made possible by support 
from the island community and in 
particular from Police Scotland. 
Mull was once a regular destination 
for egg thieves and Mull Eagle 
Watch was formed in the mid 
1990s by the late, great PC Finlay 
Christine. As the island’s WCO, 
Finlay galvanised local volunteer 

support to protect nests around  
the clock and regularly received 
additional back up from his 
colleagues in Strathclyde Police  
and other forces.

Since those pioneering days,  
Mull Eagle Watch has evolved and 
adapted. Every spring, RSPB Mull 
Officer Dave Sexton briefs all 
existing and new island police 
officers on the whereabouts  
of nesting pairs and in aspects of 
wildlife law relating to the reckless 
disturbance of Schedule 1 species. 
Mull has an important population  
of golden eagles and is often 
known as Eagle Island. Disturbance 
from irresponsible photographers 
has been a greater threat than  
egg collectors in recent years and 
Police Scotland has successfully 
prosecuted two cases where 

white-tailed eagles had  
been disturbed at the nest.

This spring, officers based in  
Mull and Oban attended an annual 
training session. Some of these 
officers watched the release of  
a young golden eagle which had 
been found injured and rescued  
by a local farmer. After expert care 
at the hospital of animal welfare 
charity, Scottish SPCA, the  
eagle was returned to Mull, and 
successfully released. The RSPB  
is extremely grateful to all partners 
in the Mull Eagle Watch project 
including Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Forestry Commission Scotland,  
the Mull and Iona Community Trust, 
farmers, landowners, volunteers 
and the local community. In 
particular, thanks are due to Police 
Scotland for its continued support.

The police, SSPCA and a few locals gather to see the young eagle released
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The seizures were of animals, plants 
and derivative products found in the 
UK. Hundreds more items were 
discovered across the world during 
the six-week global operation. 
Between 16 March and 24 May 
2015, Border Force and UK Police 
detected consignments at UK ports 
and airports. They included ivory  
and ivory products, 166 turquoise 
blue geckos, 10,000 sea horses,  
400 Horsefield tortoises, 11 black 
bear claws, as well as 23 orchids 
and cacti. There were 157 seizures 
of health supplements. All items  
are classified as endangered 
species under CITES.

The NWCU, Border Force, Europol 
and law enforcement agencies from 
62 countries worked together to 
prevent the illegal movement of 
endangered species across 

international borders as part of 
Operation Cobra 3, which is in its 
third year. To date, enforcement 
teams globally have made some 
200 arrests, while in the UK the 
NWCU has supported police  
forces in 28 investigations.

One of the largest ivory hauls in 
Thailand’s history was discovered as 
part of the operation. A shipment of 
4.3 tons was seized on its way from 
Democratic Republic of Congo to 
Laos. Another cache of 3.1 tons of 
elephant ivory (511 pieces) was 
concealed in 220 bags of tea leaves 
from Kenya, also en route to Laos 
when it was intercepted by Thai 
customs. Other seizures included: 
more than 90 kg of coral and 50 kg 
of animal parts (including heads and 
horns) found in Spain, more than 
500 kg of frozen eels in Poland,  

Operation Cobra 
strikes again
An international law enforcement operation 
tackling the illegal trade in endangered species 
has made more than 300 seizures this year.

800 cacti in a joint German and 
Chinese operation and 16 whale  
ribs seized in the Netherlands.

Grant Miller, Border Force’s CITES 
lead, said: “Border Force takes its 
role in preventing illegal wildlife 
trafficking very seriously and this 
operation against the illegal trade in 
endangered species has seen some 
significant seizures made by our 
officers and our international 
partners. Joint operations maximise 
our impact and those illegally trading 
in wildlife products should be in no 
doubt that we will target you at the 
UK border and beyond”. 

The illegal movement of endangered 
species is part of an illicit and often 
cruel trade that the Border Force, 
together with our partners, is 
determined to stop.

Ivory from African elephants was among the hauls
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Spain cracks down 
on wildlife crime

Spain counts the cost 

Poisoning is just one of the issues 
covered by an EU-funded project  
to create a European Network 
against Environmental Crime  
(ENEC) which is being led by SEO 
and the RSPB. The project is mainly 
focused on a comparative study  
of criminal law in the EU member 
states. As wildlife crime is a 
common and serious transnational  
problem, it needs to be tackled 
firmly and effectively with 
proportionate penalties.  
Visit lawyersfornature.org  
for more information.

Environment Law Enforcement Unit 
(SEPRONA), the canine unit of the 
Guardia Civil, and the General 
Directorate of Forestry and Nature 
Conservation of the Government  
of Cantabria. 

It demonstrated the  
determination of the Spanish 
authorities to crack down hard  
on illegal wildlife poisoning.

A Spanish farmer has been sentenced to two years in jail after poisoning 
wildlife and domestic animals in Cantabria. 

Spanish courts value rare species – and the more vulnerable they are, the 
more a criminal will pay. 

More evidence of the tough stance 
that the Spanish authorities are 
taking against wildlife crime was 
evident this May, when a court in 
Castilla-La Mancha confirmed bail  
of €800,000 (about £583,500), as 
requested by SEO for the alleged 
poisoning of six Spanish imperial 
eagles near Ciudad Real in January 
2012. The defendant, a farmer, has 
appealed against the bail.

The judge used a law which values 
species depending on its threatened 
status, applying a valuation of 

On 8 June 2015, the farmer was 
found guilty of laying out poisoned 
baits and poisoning at least  
11 red kites, four vultures,  
a raven, a buzzard, six foxes,  
five dogs and a cat. 

As well as the prison sentence, he 
was disqualified from farming or any 
other profession relating to animal 
husbandry for two years after his 
release. He was disqualified from 
hunting for four years post release. 
In addition, he was fined €90,270 
(about £64,000) and ordered to pay 
an additional fine of €28,500 (about 
£20,100) to be used specifically  
to monitor red kites in the local  
area for the next three years.

In December 2011, environmental 
agents, in collaboration with the 
canine unit of the Guardia Civil, 
discovered a number of poisoned 
animals in the village of Las 
Quintanillas, near Valdeolea. 
Toxicology tests found that  
the bodies contained aldicarb,  

€60,000 (about £43,750) for each 
eagle. This evaluation was doubled 
after the judge considered other 
criteria presented by SEO, such as 
damage to biodiversity and loss of 
investments made by authorities 
and organizations for the species’ 
conservation. Castilla-La Mancha  
is home to almost half of the global 
breeding population of Spanish 
imperial eagles.

There have been 65 convictions  
for wildlife poisoning in Spain.  
Visit venenono.org for details.

a highly toxic insecticide. 
Subsequent investigations identified 
a farmer in the area who had used 
the poison to protect foals and 
calves from predators.

SEO (the BirdLife partner in Spain) 
took a private prosecution, but 
acknowledged that the success  
of this conviction was the result  
of partnership action by the Spanish 
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On 24 June 2015, BirdLife Malta 
Conservation Manager Nicholas 
Barbara, together with Fiona 
Burrows, now of the Committee 
Against Bird Slaughter (CABS),  
were cleared of charges of illegal 
possession of protected species, 
relating to their work of rescuing 
shot and injured birds. 

The accusation was brought by 
Malta’s hunting and trapping body, 
the Federation for Hunting and 
Conservation (FKNK), using a 
photograph that was published  
by BirdLife Malta in 2012 to raise 
awareness of the extent of illegal 
killing. It pictured BirdLife Malta 

members of the public to assist  
in rescuing injured birds and taking 
them to a vet. Such actions don’t 
have criminal intent. 

“From the start this case has  
been a waste of everyone’s time,” 
said Mr Barbara after the final of 
several sittings. He added that this 
was one of a number of court cases 
brought by FKNK against BirdLife 
Malta. Mr Barbara called this case 
“a failed attempt by the FKNK to 
silence our plea to reveal the extent 
of illegal hunting which takes place 
in our countryside”.

volunteers and staff members  
with some of the protected birds 
that were illegally shot dead or 
injured during three days of the 
autumn hunting season.

FKNK’s lawyer, Kathleen Grima, 
insisted that BirdLife Malta is 
placing itself above the law and the 
court should be as impartial to their 
workers and volunteers as it is to 
people who get sentenced for 
possession or lack of registration  
of stuffed protected birds. 

Defence lawyer Dr Steven Tonna 
Lowell clarified that BirdLife Malta 
intervenes at the request of 

BirdLife Malta activists  
not guilty 
A Maltese court has established that handling protected birds for rescue  
and rehabilitation is not a crime, as it lacks criminal intent. 
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Officially innocent: BirdLife Malta staff with illegally shot protected birds
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Malta warned – again

Malta is working with MEPs  
and will continue to put pressure  
on both the Maltese Government 
and the European Commission for 
an end to finch trapping in Malta 
once and for all.” 

If Malta is brought to the European 
Court of Justice before October 20, 
when the trapping season is due to 
start, the government will be forced 
to suspend finch trapping while the 
case is open. There is concern that 
the song thrush and golden plover 
trapping derogation, which is on  
its second warning since 2012,  
is likely to be used a cover for  
finch trapping. Six of the seven 
listed finch species formerly bred  
on Malta, but none now have  
viable breeding populations. 

The Maltese government received a second formal warning about breaches 
to the Birds Directive.

This action takes Malta just one 
step away from a court case in  
the European Court of Justice.  
The notification, issued in May  
2015 by the European Commission 
(EC), related to Malta allowing  
the trapping of wild finches  
as recreation.

Clap nets, cage traps, live decoy 
birds and electronic lures are used 
by bird trappers, all of which are 
strictly outlawed by the EU. When 
Malta joined the EU in 2004, it was 
given a five-year period to phase 
out trapping. After the grace period, 
the government applied a Birds 
Directive derogation to continue 
trapping of song thrushes and 
golden plovers. In October 2014,  
a full-blown season was reopened, 
allowing trapping of linnets, 

goldfinches, greenfinches, siskins, 
hawfinches, chaffinches and serins, 
despite having received a first 
official warning from the EC.

The Maltese Government is due 
to respond to the EC warning, to 
explain why it has allowed further 
species to be trapped. The decision 
to open the process for trappers  
to apply for new licences appears  
to be an indication that the 
government intends to go ahead 
with finch, song thrush and golden 
plover trapping in autumn 2015.

Steve Micklewright, BirdLife Malta 
Executive Director said: “The 
European Commission does not 
believe that the trapping of wild 
finches for recreational purposes  
is a justified practice. BirdLife  

Despite receiving a warning from the EU, widespread trapping continues in Malta
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Romania’s hunting  
law updated
The hunting laws in Romania have had some sustainable improvements 
and the hunting quota for skylarks has been reduced drastically.

In May 2015, the Romanian 
Ornithological Society (BirdLife 
Romania) and the Natura 2000 
Coalition were pleased to  
announce that the new hunting  
law was changed following their 
campaign: “Stop the barbarism. 
Save the skylark”.

The message of the Romanian civil 
society was strengthened by a short 
video and led to essential changes 
in the law which, at some point, 
was threatening the rights to 
propriety of every landowner and 
the environmental legislation. The 
Romanian Parliament agreed to 

several changes because of the 
growing public pressure and now 
the document has been reshaped. 

Luminița Tănăsie, the director of  
the Natura 2000 Coalition, said:  
“We no longer have to fear about 
the infamous 4th article that stated 
servitude rights on behalf of the 
landowners. Hunters are no longer 
allowed to build temporary 
constructions on private land 
without permission from the owner. 
These are, in fact, common sense 
changes that were being made.  
In the cases of 11 species of birds, 
the hunting periods will no longer  
be extended, but diminished.  
All changes happened after  
the authorities received a letter  
from the European Commission,  
advising them not to violate  
the Birds Directive.”

Marina Drugă, policy manager  
for the Romanian Ornithological 
Society/ Birdlife Romania, said: 
“One of the most important 
changes in the law is the fact  
that the bean goose is no longer  
on the hunting list of species in 
Romania. In our country, there are 
only 20 to 100 individuals recorded 
during the winter and the hunting 
quota was incredible: 25,000 
individuals per year”.

The Ministry of Environment  
has reduced the hunting quota for 
skylarks from 100 a day to 50. The 
season quota was cut from more 
than 600,000 individuals to 363,000.

Marina Drugă said: “We still believe 
this species should not be on the 
hunting list, but this is a first good 
step in the right direction. The 
Romanian Ornithological Society  
will continue to invest efforts to  
stop the hunting of songbirds”.
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The season quota for skylark hunting was cut from more than 
600,000 to 363,000 birds
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Cyprus trapping tackled

Cyprus to discuss the validity of the 
survey work. Fortunately, we had 
two independent experts from the 
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). 
Encouragingly, the methodology 
seemed to have stood the test of 
time and the BTO suggested some 
improvements. The best news was 
that the MOD was removing nine 
hectares of acacia and contractors’ 
heavy duty machinery was at work.
 
The SBA proposed Cape Pyla  
as a Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC). If implemented, there will be 
more incentive for acacia removal 
and it is hoped the MOD will 
continue with this work, which will 
reduce opportunities for trappers 
and restore environmental value. 
Unfortunately outside the SBA, it 
appears that an increased political 
will is desperately needed by the 
Cypriot authorities to tackle the 
continual demand for ambelopoulia. 

To help raise awareness, in August 
2015, the SBA police attended the 
British Birdwatching Fair to promote 
the anti-trapping work.

Senior Investigations Officer Guy Shorrock reports on some encouraging 
work by the MOD to reduce bird trapping in part of Cyprus.

Set in the eastern Mediterranean, 
Cyprus is a key staging post for 
millions of migratory birds. Back  
in 2000, I visited south east Cyprus 
following reports of extensive illegal 
bird trapping for the traditional 
dish ambelopoulia. This “delicacy” 
consists of blackcaps and other 
migrants, which are cooked and 
eaten whole. 

My visit showed the widespread 
use of traditional limesticks as well 
as modern mist nets and electronic 
calling devices. This was industrial 
bird trapping and, during the autumn 
migration, professional trappers 
made substantial profits supplying 
restaurants and retail outlets.

The UK Ministry of Defence (MOD) 
manages two Sovereign Base  
Areas (SBAs) as military bases.  
On one, Cape Pyla in the eastern 
SBA, trappers planted and irrigated 
large areas with a fast-growing, 
non-native acacia. Encouragingly, in 
2001 there was a strong response 
from the SBA authorities, with 
arrests and seizures of equipment.

In 2002, a survey of trapping 
appeared to show that there had 
been a huge reduction in activity. 
BirdLife Cyprus (BLC) has continued 
this survey work. In recent years, 
trapping activity has increased 
significantly. Determining numbers is 
difficult, but it is clear that hundreds 
of thousands of birds are caught. 
Ultimately, this is about supply and 
demand. A dozen ambelopoulia in a 
restaurant costs €60 (about £44) or 
more. The restaurant trade is outside 
the SBA and the issue is political. 
Back in 2002, some enforcement 
action against a few restaurants by 
the Cypriot Authorities did not go 
down very well and there appears to 
have been very little effort to tackle 
the underlying demand. 

Whilst the SBA authorities have 
continued with enforcement 
work, there has been insufficient 
effort to tackle the acacia removal. 
Growing reports of trapping in the 
last few years resulted in increased 
pressure by BLC and the RSPB 
on the UK Government. In July 
2015, I attended a workshop in 

Removal of non native acacia on Cape Pyla 
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from being slaughtered for their 
tusks and horns in far-away Africa, 
due to the mindbogglingly high 
prices they can reach in the 
international illegal market. 
However, illegal trade of wildlife  
is something that can happen  
– and is happening – here in 
Greece, too. 

Unlike the illegal trade of ivory or 
tiger bones, the illegal trade in live 
tortoises or rare orchids doesn’t 
receive the attention of the media 
and general public, and it seems 
that awareness of this important 
conservation problem is very low. 

For this reason, in June 2015, HOS, 
with the collaboration of the RSPB 
and the UK Border Force, organised 
a seminar for the Custom Officers 
of Athens International Airport, the 

Usually when someone talks about 
CITES, the first thing that comes to 
mind is a legal tool used to protect 
exotic animals. It is used to protect 
African elephants or black rhinos 

CITES seminar for  
Greek Customs Officers
Victoria Saravia of the Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS) reports  
on a recent CITES training seminar.
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Guy Clarke explaining the 
intricacies of CITES permits

Port of Piraeus and other major 
ports of the Attica region. The 
objectives were to increase 
awareness of wildlife trafficking and 
to train the Custom Officers about 
how to enforce CITES regulations. 

More than 40 people attended the 
seminar given by Guy Clarke, who 
has more than 20 years’ experience 
in the UK Border Force CITES  
team. The seminar was a real 
success with immediate impact  
on day-to-day work. 

We believe this seminar  
has kick-started more active 
enforcement of CITES regulations 
by the Greek authorities, and will 
lead to better control of the illegal 
trade of Greek and Balkan wildlife. 
Thanks go to Guy Clarke and the 
RSPB for their help and support.

Hermann’s tortoises are among those that are smuggled illegally
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Crime fighters  
go wild in Ireland

Delegates were shown the variety of legal and illegal traps during one of the afternoon workshops
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of the public to report suspected 
crime such as song bird poaching 
and the illegal trade in animal skins 
in the fashion industry. Mick Moran 
explained how Interpol is tackling 
the way in which organised criminal 
gangs use the internet. 

The weekend could have been 
dubbed the Wildlife CSI weekend, 
as Stephen Clifford of the Forensic 
Science Laboratory gave a 
fascinating talk on crime scene 
preservation and the role that  
the Forensic Laboratory takes  
in prosecutions. Jesmond Harding 
of Butterfly Conservation Ireland 
brought home the real dangers 
faced by Irish moths and butterflies 
due to the destruction of their 
environment. He stressed that,  
in most cases, the destruction  
is due to lack of knowledge.

A diverse range of wildlife crime 
protection organisations took part, 
including government agencies,  
law enforcement officers, wildlife 
rehabilitators, conservationists,  
and veterinary professionals.

As well as the usual suspects 
(forgive the pun), such as badger 
persecution, deer poaching, and 
the practical workshops, other 
topics were covered. These 
included crime recording and 
reporting, bird and raptor 
persecution, poisons and toxins, 
and environmental crimes including 
those that affect wetlands, bogs 
and butterflies. Delegates learned 
from Ciara Flynn of the National 
Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
about the illegal trade in the world’s 
wildlife and how the NPWS is 
actively encouraging members  

Ireland has made great strides 
since the first Wildlife Crime 
Conference in 2013. Now, wildlife 
crime reporting and prosecution  
is a multi-agency co-operative,  
and Irish farmers are increasingly 
active regarding reporting poaching 
and illegal hare coursing, despite 
the threat of being targeted by 
criminal gangs. 

A new website was launched  
at the conference. It provides 
comprehensive listings about 
where to find information, and  
who to call for help in Ireland  
if a wildlife crime is suspected.

Want more  
information?
Visit: wildlifecrime.ie

The second Irish Wildlife Crime Conference was held in Co Meath in 
September 2015, with more than 140 delegates, and 32 invited international  
and national speakers, who tackled many subjects of interest.
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2014 PAW Partner 
of the Year Award
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For more information on wild birds and the law, visit rspb.org.uk/birdlaw 

The RSPB is the country’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring 
everyone to give nature a home.

The RSPB is a member of BirdLife International, a partnership to 
give nature a home around the world.

The RSPB is a registered charity: in England and Wales no. 207076,
in Scotland no. SC037654. 232-0595-15-16

Write to be read
We welcome contributions to Legal Eagle. Please let us know about wildlife crime initiatives, 
news, events and prosecutions in your force. Send your articles and mailing list updates to the 
Editor, The RSPB, Investigations Section, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, by e-mail to 
alice.tribe@rspb.org.uk or by fax to 01767 693078. The views expressed in Legal Eagle are not 
necessarily those of the RSPB or PAW.

 

Cover photo: Chris Packham at Hen Harrier Day by Guy Shorrock (RSPB)
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The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL 
Tel: 01767 680551

Scotland Headquarters 
2 Lochside View, 
Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh EH12 9DH 
Tel: 0131 317 4100

Northern Ireland Headquarters 
Belvoir Park Forest, Belfast BT8 7QT
Tel: 028 9049 1547

Wales Headquarters 
Sutherland House, Castlebridge, 
Cowbridge Road East, Cardiff CF11 9AB 
Tel: 029 2035 3000

PAW
PAW is The Partnership  
for Action Against Wildlife 
Crime, a multi-agency body of 
organisations involved in wildlife 
law enforcement in the UK. 

PAW provides opportunities for 
statutory and non-governmental 
organisations to work together 
to combat wildlife crime, and to 
promote the enforcement of wildlife 
conservation legislation, particularly 
through supporting the networks 
of Police Wildlife Crime Officers 
and officers from HM Revenue and 
Customs and the UK Border Agency. 

Want more info? 
Visit defra.gov.uk/paw  

The Northern England Raptor Forum (NERF) 
picks up prestigious PAW trophy.

Each year the Partnership Against 
Wildlife Crime (PAW) awards a trophy 
to a UK organisation which has 
made an outstanding contribution to 
supporting the work of the statutory 
enforcement agencies to reduce 
wildlife crime. In April 2015, NERF 
won the 2014 PAW Partner of the 
Year Award at the PAW Seminar.
 
NERF is a voluntary organisation 
and in 2014 its members worked for 
more than 50,000 hours: surveying, 
monitoring and protecting birds of 
prey in the north of England, and 

collecting and analysing data. NERF 
members work closely with WCOs 
and offer expert advice. Monitoring 
vulnerable species’ nest sites and 
mapping “black hole”species allows 
NERF to advise where resources 
should be targeted to prevent or 
detect wildlife crime.

Steve Downing collected the award, 
which is recognition of the work of 
the organisation as well as an 
accolade for Steve’s personal 
contribution to NERF and his  
work in PAW.

Steve Downing collecting the PAW award, which is sponsored by 
Browne Jacobson Solicitors
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