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One of the orphaned peregrine chicks from Clee Hill Quarry.

Peregrine chicks rescued
after parents poisoned
Tim Jones, RSPB Investigations, recalls the rescue that, despite a happy
ending, is a reminder of the persecution faced by our birds of prey.
After visiting a peregrine nest in
Clee Hill Quarry, Shropshire at the
end of May, local raptor workers
were alarmed to see one of the
adult birds dead at the base of the
quarry, and no sign of the other
parent. It was also clear that the
large chicks in the nest were still
alive, so a rescue plan was
launched.

Tim Jones

I searched the area and, sure
enough, soon found the other
parent dead on the ground. On the
top of the cliff I also discovered a
pigeon carcass. In the
circumstances, and with the

Rescued peregrine chicks.
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appalling history of poisoning at
this site, I suspected this was
possibly a poisoned bait. This and
the two dead peregrines were
passed to Natural England for
testing under the Wildlife Incident
Investigation Scheme (WIIS).
Meanwhile, climber Darren Thomas
from Adventures Are Us was
granted permission to abseil into
the quarry and rescue the orphaned
chicks. Once safely collected, the
next challenge was to find foster
homes for the three noisy, hungry
baby birds. Still with their downy
feathers, there was no chance of
them surviving in the wild alone.
But if placed into wild nests with
chicks of a similar age, we were
confident they could be
successfully raised to adulthood.
The two female chicks went into a
nest in the Midlands and the
remaining male chick found a more
famous foster home. We knew that
the peregrine nest on Salisbury
Cathdral, featured on the BBC’s

Springwatch, had just one chick of
around the same age and size. The
pair were introduced and the
parent birds immediately accepted
their new adopted “son”. All three
rescue chicks successfully fledged
from both nests along with their
foster siblings.
Peregrine falcons are regularly the
target of illegal persecution and
Clee Hill Quarry has a long history
of problems. There have been
several peregrine poisoning
incidents at this site, most recently
in 2015, 2011 and 2010. The
subsequent toxicology results for
events this year confirmed our
fears, as both adult peregrines and
the pigeon bait contained the
pesticide diazinon. This is an
organophosphate insecticide, highly
toxic to birds, fish and bees, used in
products such as sheep dip, and
involved in the three previous
incidents at Clee Hill. The results
also indicated the presence of
bendiocarb, another regularly
abused product.

North Yorkshire Police

Wild goose chase
leads to large fine

Prosecutions

A man in North Yorkshire was fined over £8,000
for killing three goslings with a spade.
On 7 August 2017, Raymond
William Twiddle, 83, of West
Knapton, near Malton, North
Yorkshire pleaded guilty at
Scarborough Magistrates’ Court to
intentionally killing three greylag
geese, contrary to Section 1 of
the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981. Another offence of using a
mechanically-propelled vehicle for
the purpose of killing or taking a
bird was discontinued. Twiddle was
fined £8,100, and ordered to pay a
victim surcharge of £170 and £85
prosecution costs.
Police were called to West Knapton
on 24 April this year after Twiddle
was seen driving his Range Rover
around a field and then hitting
something with a spade. Geese
were said to be alarm calling

nearby. Wildlife Crime Officers
PC Nick Coning and PC Graham
Bilton found two goslings buried
underneath a flattened mole hill
and a third youngster was found
in the long grass. Post mortem
examination by a vet confirmed
blunt trauma as the cause of death.
When interviewed, Twiddle
accepted he had used his vehicle
to try and scare the geese off his
land and suggested the goslings
had died of exhaustion as a result
of the chase. He denied using a
spade to kill the birds. However,
a post mortem examination by a
vet confirmed blunt trauma as the
cause of death.
PC Nick Coning, who led the
investigation, said: “We worked

Gosling killed in North Yorkshire.
closely with the RSPCA, RSPB and
CPS to secure a conviction in this
case. The persecution of wild birds
is unacceptable. We treat all forms
of wildlife crime in North Yorkshire
extremely seriously, and we will
deal with it professionally and
thoroughly.”
Sally Robinson from the CPS said:
“This was a sickening and barbaric
act. We were able to work with
our partner agencies to build a
robust case to put before the
court. The severity of the penalty
imposed in this case is a clear
indication that such acts of willful
cruelty will be punished with the
full force of the law.”
Kevin Sawford (rspb-images.com)

Greylag gosling.
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Man fined for keeping golden
eagle tied up in factory
Police in Birmingham recovered a golden eagle which was being unlawfully
kept in a meat factory.
On 26 May 2017 Mohammed
Zahid, 39, from Flora Road in Small
Heath, received a 12-month
conditional discharge at
Birmingham Magistrates’ Court,
after admitting failing to register a
golden eagle, a Schedule 4 species,
contrary to Section 7 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981.
He was also ordered to pay £200
compensation to the force towards
care costs and £155 in court fees.
His conviction prevents him from
keeping any Schedule 4 species for
the next five years.

Eagle found tethered in factory.

After a tip-off, West Midlands Police
discovered a golden eagle tied to a
wooden stake inside a Birmingham

factory on 13 February this year. The
bird was being kept at Rapyal Halal
Meat and Poultry, Small Heath
Business Park. Zahid claimed he
bought the eagle from a specialist
importer of birds of prey in Coventry
but “didn’t have enough room to
keep it at home and didn’t want to
leave her alone”.
Schedule 4 birds like golden eagles
may only be kept in captivity if they
are registered with the Animal and
Plant Health Agency (APHA).
Police said the bird was in need of
medical attention and was taken for
treatment. She has since recovered.

Man fined for fatally shooting
wild pigeon
An Oxford man received a £1,300 fine for shooting a wood pigeon
following an RSPCA prosecution.

RSPCA

On 6 October 2017 Peter Lister, 70,
was found guilty at Oxford
Magistrates’ Court of intentionally
killing a wood pigeon, contrary to

Section 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981. He received
a £500 fine and was told to pay
£750 costs and a £50 victim

surcharge. Magistrates also issued
a forfeiture order on the air rifle
used to shoot the pigeon.
Lister used an air rifle to kill the bird
as it perched in a tree in his
neighbour’s garden in Southmoor
Road, Jericho on 30 January. The
RSPCA was called after a member
of the public found the injured bird
– which had to be euthanised.
Lister pleaded not guilty, insisting
he had not shot the bird, and
refused to be interviewed by the
RSCPA. A pellet dislodged from the
pigeon matched one of two air
rifles owned by Lister, and these
were seized by police.

Pigeon with shot lodged in its wing.
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Wiltshire police ”no soft touch”
when it comes to wildlife crime
Two men were fined a total of £1,000 after they were caught trespassing
and in search of game, contrary to Section 30 of the Game Act 1831.
On 13 July 2017 Tommy Sherred,
21, of Gipsy Lane, Frome, and Joby
Ayres, 29, of Berkley Lane, Frome,
pleaded guilty to the offence at
North West Wiltshire Magistrates’
Court.

“As the Rural Crime Officer, I have
been working hard with members
of Farmwatch and landowners
around the Pewsey Vale area to
disrupt and deter coursing and
poaching activity over the last year.

On 14 January 2017, a green Ford
hatchback was spotted on farmland
in Bishops Cannings and several
men were sighted with dogs in the
area, believed to be hare coursing.
When they were confronted by the
land owner, they began to shout
abuse before speeding off towards
Horton. Two of the men made
off across the farm land towards
Bishops Cannings.

“We will continue to work with
members of the Farmwatch
community, and will seek to
target persistent poachers with
the powers given to us to counter
anti-social behaviour, such as
issuing Community Protection
Notices (CPNs). CPNs are aimed at
preventing unreasonable behaviour
that is having a negative impact on
the local community’s quality of life.

“There is no doubt that damage
to farmland, farm property,
threats and intimidating behaviour
towards farm workers are having
a negative impact on the farmers’
and gamekeepers’ quality of life
within Wiltshire.
“Wiltshire is not a soft touch
and we will seek to prosecute
individuals who seek to commit
poaching-related offences within
the county, where evidence exists.”
Information about any individuals
who may be involved in poaching
should be reported via 101 or 999.
Chris Gomersall (rspb-images.com)

Officers from the Wiltshire Rural
Crime Team attended the scene
and spotted two men in the fields,
who then ran away in the opposite
direction. Officers caught up with
the pair and they were arrested on
suspicion of daylight trespass in
search or pursuit of game.
PC Marc Jackson said: “The Rural
Crime Team is really pleased with
the outcome of this investigation
which saw a sizable fine for the
offenders in relation to daylight
trespass offences under the
Game Act.
Wiltshire Police

Men were found trespassing
with dogs.

The two men were believed to be hare coursing.
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Jail for monkey skull trader

Dr Andrew Kitchener

A man has been given a suspended jail sentence for importing and selling
endangered primate skulls and other animal parts.
On 1 September 2017,
Peter Bailey, 65, of
Chale Road, Lambeth
was found guilty at
London Crown Court
of six offences
contrary to the
Control of Trade in
Endangered Species
(Enforcement)
Regulations 1997
relating to illegally
trading in wildlife parts.
The offences included four
counts of keeping
specimens for sale, including
primate, leopard and bear skulls,
selling a baboon skull and offering a
dwarf crocodile skull for sale.

imprisonment, suspended
for 18 months, and
ordered to complete
120 hours of unpaid
work and pay court
costs of £4,000.
In addition to the
aforementioned items,
Bailey was found to be
trading skulls from a
variety of other animals
including chimpanzees, drills,
guenons, mangabeys,
macaques and colobus. He also
attempted to sell derivatives from
other endangered species, such as
crocodiles, elephants, Asian black
bears and whales.

On 29 September 2017 he was
sentenced to 26 months’

The court heard how Bailey had sold
items without the necessary Article

10 certificates or Convention on the
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) import permits. Two
of the baboon skulls were sold for
£140 and £170. The items were
examined by Government-appointed
wildlife inspectors who concluded
that many of the primate specimens
originated from west or central
Africa and were taken from the wild
recently. This is of particular concern
in relation to drills, which are a
critically endangered primate.

Peter Bailey and
chimpanzee
skull.

Couple convicted for finch
trapping and cruelty to terrier
When RSPCA and Kent Constabulary went to investigate a case of illegal finch
trapping, they also discovered a dog being kept in appalling conditions.

RSPCA

On 30 August 2017 David William
Lee, 51, of The Oaks, Radfall Ride,
Whitstable was found guilty at
Folkestone Magistrates’ Court of
three charges contrary to the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
relating to the unlawful possession

Two set chardonneret traps were
found at the home of Lee.
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and taking of wild birds, and causing
unnecessary suffering to a dog
contrary to the Animal Welfare Act
2006. He was sentenced to 18
weeks in custody, suspended for
two years, and received an 18-week
curfew. He was also ordered to pay
£750 in costs and a £115 victim
surcharge. Lydia Ann Lee, 54, of the
same address, pleaded guilty to the
animal welfare offence and received
12 weeks in custody, suspended for
two years, and given a 12-week
curfew. She was also ordered to pay
£300 in costs and a £115 victim
surcharge. Both were banned from
keeping animals for life.
Following intelligence information
provided by the RSPB in relation to
alleged finch trapping, in January

2017 officers from the RSPCA
assisted Kent Constabulary with the
execution of a warrant at the
address of Mr and Mrs Lee.
Thirteen wild birds, 12 goldfinches
and a redpoll, were found along with
two set finch traps. A malnourished
terrier tethered to a chain in filthy
conditions was rescued from
the address.
RSPCA Inspector Carroll Lamport,
one of the inspectors on the scene,
said: “It was a very upsetting scene.
I found the little dog frozen to the
floor of the kennel as the chain was
frozen fast. This was a very nasty
case of a deliberate act of long term
cruelty, as the trapping of birds is a
planned act.”

Birdcrime 2016 is out

News

The annual report reveals 81 confirmed incidents of raptor persecution
in 2016 – but no prosecutions.
The RSPB’s Birdcrime report came
out on 1 November 2017, detailing
the number of confirmed UK bird
of prey persecution incidents in
2016. There were 40 shooting,
22 poisoning, 15 trapping and four
other incidents, and victims included
hen harriers, peregrine falcons, red
kites and buzzards.
The report revealed that close to
two-thirds (53) of the confirmed
incidents took place in England, with
particular concern for raptors in
North Yorkshire. Over the last five
years the county has been the
worst for crimes against birds of
prey in the UK, with 54 confirmed
incidents of illegal persecution since
2012 and 19 last year alone.
The problem wasn’t confined to
England, with the report highlighting
a rise in the number of confirmed
incidents in Wales to 13. Nine
occurred in Scotland and six in
Northern Ireland.
Despite this, there wasn’t a single
raptor persecution-related
prosecution in 2016 – the first time
this has happened in 30 years.
Bob Elliot, RSPB Head of
Investigations, said:
“This latest Birdcrime report
continues to highlight that in the
UK we have a major issue with
birds of prey being deliberately
and illegally killed, despite
having full legal protection. This
type of crime has serious
consequences for the
conservation status of species
such as the hen harrier and
golden eagle, and we must see
a change in attitude and more
effective law enforcement to
protect these birds for people to
enjoy for generations to come.”
The RSPB believes the UK
government must do more to
tackle raptor persecution.
Our suggestions are:

•

•
•

•

•

Introduce a licensing system for
driven grouse shooting to
ensure they are operating legally
and sustainably. Committing
offences could result in the loss
of a licence to shoot.
Protect wildlife law during UK
negotiations with the EU.
Make full use of existing powers
to clamp down on persecution,
and ensure public money is
delivering healthy raptor
populations.
Ensure shoot owners and
managers can be held
accountable for the actions of
their gamekeepers by
extending the vicarious liability
legislation from Scotland to the
rest of the UK.
Publish information on Scottish
cases sooner to ensure
transparency and awareness.

•

•

Invest in effective enforcement
and improve the overall
standard. Police forces should
look to adopt good practice
and take advantage of
partnership working with
specialist agencies.
For the Natural England hen
harrier satellite tag data to be
independently reviewed and
published, to help identify the
land use where birds have
vanished.

For the full copy of the Birdcrime
2016 report summarising the extent
of illegal persecution offences
against birds of prey in the UK, visit
rspb.org.uk/birdcrime.

Bird of prey persecution is a continuing problem in the UK.
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Pair fined for disturbing
bats while building
Shutterstock.com

Two men have been fined for destroying the roost of a protected pipistrelle bat.
On 5 October 2017, Paul William
Floyd, 45, and Ronald John Floyd,
70, both of Fourth Avenue, Havant
in Hampshire pleaded guilty at
Portsmouth Magistrates Court to a
charge of illegally destroying a bat
roost. They were each fined £200
and ordered to pay £35 costs and
an £85 victim surcharge.

Pipistrelle bat.

The offence took place between
9 and 27 February at a property in
Rowlands Castle where Havant
Building Services Ltd, of which the
Floyds are directors, was carrying
out building work. A worker
discovered a bat while stripping
roof tiles and this was reported to
the Floyds who initially stopped
work. However some time later an
employee reported that no more
bats had been seen and the work
recommenced. No ecological
advice was at any time sought.
During the course of the police
investigation a bat worker visited
the address but no evidence of a
roost was found.
The sentences imposed accepted
the suggestion put forward by the
defence that a single animal had
occupied the destroyed roost.
Bats are protected under the
Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2010.

Sergeant Andy Williams from the
Country Watch team said: “This
case shows that the Country Watch
team takes all reports of wildlife
crime seriously and will take action
against anyone found contravening
wildlife regulations. The legislation
is in place to safeguard protected
species. It is crucial that property
owners and businesses check the
regulations before carrying out
any work, ensuring they adhere
to the law surrounding any
protected species.”
Pete Charleston from the Bat
Conservation Trust said:
“The historic decline in bat
populations is due in part to the
illegal destruction of their roosts.
The Bat Conservation Trust regrets
the need for any criminal
prosecution but is pleased that
Hampshire Constabulary has clearly
demonstrated that such offending
will not be tolerated.”

Poster birds
Marshalls’ Peregrine Watch posters have won
an award.
Marshalls, as part of its plan to
make its quarries wildlife-friendly
and to prevent wildlife crime, has
been working with police to protect
peregrine falcons by distributing
posters at several sites in
Lancashire and Yorkshire. These
quarries had been targeted by egg
and chick thieves, and other
measures have also been taken,
including the installation of
CCTV cameras.
In October, the poster campaign
won a Special Award at the Mineral
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Products Association (MPA)’s
Biodiversity Awards. The initiative
was spearheaded by Dave Smith of
Marshalls and local amateur
ornithologist Rob Archer from the
Manchester Raptor Group.
David Payne of the MPA called the
scheme “a fabulous initiative by
this industry to protect our precious
peregrine falcons” and hoped
others might follow suit in
displaying the posters. Thanks also
goes to Greater Manchester Police
and Lancashire Police.

News

Peregrine Watch scheme a
success in Northern Ireland

More young peregrines fledged in Northern Ireland in 2017 after a protection
scheme was implemented, aimed at reducing peregrine persecution.
Following the successful launch of
Operation Raptor in March 2016,
the Police Service in Northern
Ireland (PSNI) continued to show
its commitment to tackling wildlife
crime by contributing to Peregrine
Watch throughout 2017. Peregrine
Watch aims to prevent peregrine
persecution including the theft of
eggs and chicks from nests and the
killing of peregrines through
poisoning, shooting or trapping.
Using the latest technology, the
PSNI deployed drones fitted with
specialist cameras throughout the
nesting season to monitor hotspot
areas across Northern Ireland
where crimes against birds of prey
were known to have taken place.

In total, 138 peregrine chicks
fledged in 2017 compared to the
annual average of 109. This
included a nest site in County
Armagh where, for the first time in
15 years, a pair of peregrines was
successful in producing young. A
number of suspected persecution
incidents were still recorded, but
overall this is said to be lower than
in an average year.
PSNI Wildlife Liaison Officer Emma
Meredith said: “We are delighted
to have been of assistance in the
fight against wildlife crime. As far
as we are aware, the Police Service
of Northern Ireland is one of the
first police services in the UK to
use this technology in this way.

She continued: “The Police Service
of Northern Ireland takes all types
of crime seriously and this includes
shooting, poisoning or trapping of
birds of prey. On occasions, baits
(for example rabbit carcasses or
sausages) have been laid, laced
with poison, in the public domain.
Some poisons can be fatal to
humans, so any child, adult or pet
could find and ultimately consume
poisoned baits. “
Given the potential dangers of this
and other poisons, for the first time
PSNI began to use the PSNI drones
fitted with specialist cameras to
assist in prevention and if possible
catching the perpetrators who, if
caught, will be reported to the
Public Prosecution Service.

population here in Northern Ireland
is already under pressure from
many natural causes but we also
lose a number each year to illegal
poisoning, shooting and trapping,
particularly during the nesting
season when they are most
vulnerable. The use of drones has
enabled the PSNI to survey hard-toreach areas, meaning there is no
hiding place for wildlife criminals
who seek to persecute these
protected birds.”
NIRSG scientists, along with PSNI
officers, have also fitted leg rings
to a number of birds and installed
covert cameras to monitor adults
and nestlings. This information
helps develop further
understanding of the lives of
peregrines.
NIRSG

The Northern Ireland Raptor Study
Group (NIRSG), who monitor
peregrine breeding sites every
year across Northern Ireland, said
there was “a very clear reduction in
the number of persecution
incidents recorded at peregrine
sites this year.”

We have been able to effectively
target hotspot areas and work with
our partners in the hope that we
can all prevent this type of crime
and reach our ultimate goal of
combatting wildlife crime.”

Meredith added: “I would also ask
that, if anyone finds what they
suspect to be a poisoned bait or
suspicious dead bird, that they
leave it in situ and call the police
on 101.”
Sargeant Scott Fallis said: “I have
been involved with NIRSG
scientists over the last couple of
breeding seasons, monitoring nest
sites and ringing peregrine chicks.
This is an element of wildlife crime
which PSNI take very seriously to
ensure these birds are protected
for future generations to enjoy.”
The NIRSG additionally said: “The
impact of the Peregrine Watch
initiative has been very positive in
its pilot year. The peregrine

PSNI with peregrine chick ringed
by NIRSG.
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The aftermath of the fire.

Fires wipe out hen harrier
nests in Northern Ireland
A huge fire in the Slieve Beagh Special Protection Area (SPA) in May
destroyed at least two active hen harrier nests.
Fires which wiped out hen harrier
nests in County Tyrone, causing a
devastating wider impact on the
species, are suspected to have
been started deliberately.
Hen harriers are struggling in
Northern Ireland, with no more than
50 pairs recorded in the National
Hen Harrier Survey 2016, of which
only eight pairs fledged young.
Moorland is key habitat for the birds,
which nest on the ground.
Dr Eimear Rooney, Raptor Officer
NI, said: “This is an absolutely
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devastating blow for the species in
Northern Ireland. One of our
volunteers watched the adults fly
around one of the sites in
confusion and shock as the flames
came closer, with the female only
abandoning the nest in the final
minutes.
“There have been many other fires,
some ongoing, and there have been
potentially other hen harrier pairs
lost too. This was the single worst
time of the year for this to happen
– imagine all the other hundreds of
other birds and their nestlings which

were about to fledge, or the second
clutches of eggs which had been
laid. These have all been destroyed.
“The nesting and hunting habitat for
hen harriers in Northern Ireland is
disappearing and the situation is
more dire than any of us had
imagined. This latest blow is
heartbreaking.”
It is thought that the fires are being
started deliberately. If you have any
information on who may have done
this then please contact the Police
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI).

News

Vanishing harriers

Another satellite-tagged hen harrier disappeared on Scottish grouse moor.

Calluna was tagged this summer at
a nest on the National Trust for
Scotland’s Mar Lodge estate, near
Braemar. Her transmitter’s data
showed she fledged from the nest
in July then left the area in early
August, gradually heading east over
the Deeside moors. However,
although its data showed the tag to
be working perfectly, transmissions
abruptly ended on 12 August.
Calluna’s last recorded position was
on a grouse moor a few miles north
of Ballater, in the Cairngorms
National Park. Nothing has been
heard of her since.
Hen harriers are one of the UK’s
rarest raptors and the 2016 national
survey results released earlier this
year showed that even in Scotland,

RSPB

This summer a female hen harrier,
known as Calluna, became the
latest in a long list of birds to vanish
over a grouse moor in Scotland.

the species’ stronghold, these birds
are struggling. The number of
breeding pairs in Scotland now
stands at 460, a fall of 27% since
2004, with illegal killing in areas
managed for driven grouse
shooting identified as one of the
main drivers of this decline.
Ian Thomson, Head of
Investigations at RSPB Scotland,
said: “This bird joins the
lengthening list of satellite-tagged
birds of prey that have disappeared,
in highly suspicious circumstances,
almost exclusively in areas
intensively managed for grouse
shooting. We are pleased that the
Cabinet Secretary for the
Environment has commissioned an
independent group to look at how
grouse moors can be managed
sustainably and within the law.
We are committed to assisting
the work of this enquiry in any way
that we can”.

Calluna, the hen harrier that
disappeared over a grouse moor
in Scotland.

Young red kite found
shot in County Down
RSPB Northern Ireland and the Police Service
of Northern Ireland (PSNI) made an appeal for
information after a young red kite was found
dead in County Down in August 2017.
The bird was found with suspected
gunshot wounds on a public lane
outside Moneyslane on 17 August
and was recovered by PSNI
officers. The bird was sent for a
post-mortem examination which
confirmed the bird had been shot.

Alan Ferguson, RSPB NI Red Kites
Project Officer, said: “Any loss of

“It would appear that someone
has deliberately targeted one of
these beautiful creatures, so this
is incredibly frustrating and is a
real setback for the future of the
species here.”

RSPB NI has been working on a
red kite reintroduction programme
for nine years and Operation Raptor
was launched in March 2016,
designed to encourage members of
the public to report crimes and
discourage would-be offenders.
Anyone with information on the
incident can contact police on the
non-emergency number 101 or
anonymously via Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111, quoting reference
number 837 of 17 August 2017.

istock.com

From tags on its wings the red kite
was known to have hatched in May
2017 at a site near Downpatrick.

these under-threat birds is utterly
heartbreaking. Our red kite
population in Northern Ireland is
small at just 20 breeding pairs and
that makes it particularly vulnerable
to losses.
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News

Montagu’s harrier Sally disappeared under suspicious circumstances.

Disappearance of Sally, star of
Winterwatch, sparks concern
A satellite-tagged bird named Sally, who had become the poster-girl for
Montagu’s harrier conservation, suspiciously went missing in August.
2016 and filmed for the BBC’s
Winterwatch being released
back into the wild by Martin
Hughes-Games.

Sally and her mate Roger were the
only breeding pair of Montagu’s
harriers in the east of England and
one of just four pairs in the whole
of England. She was tagged in

Sally arrived back at her usual nest
site in Norfolk this spring after
overwintering in Ghana – the
furthest south any tagged
Montagu’s harrier has ever gone.

Mark Thomas (RSPB)

A satellite-tagged Montagu’s harrier
named Sally vanished in Norfolk in
August, leading to fears that she
was deliberately killed.

Martin Hughes-Games
releasing Sally.
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Many watched with delight as
Twitter reported her epic migration
across the Sahara desert and the
Mediterranean Sea, timing her
arrival perfectly to meet up with her
mate, Roger, who had spent the
winter in Senegal. This year they
successfully raised three young
from a nest that, due to the scarcity
of the species, was protected from
predators and farm machinery.
The RSPB’s Mark Thomas said:
“Satellite tags are highly reliable and
will continue transmitting signals
even when a bird is dead. This is a
major blow for this species in the
UK and we are gutted. Something
very serious has happened to the
tag, and most likely the bird. It is
highly suspicious.”
Sally vanished in an area where
another Montagu’s harrier, Mo, also
mysteriously vanished in 2014.

News
Guy Shorrock (RSPB)

Hen Harrier Day at Boat of Garten, Highland.

Hen Harrier Day 2017 a success
Now in its fourth year, Hen Harrier Day 2017 saw around 2,000 people
attending ten events around the UK to show their support for this species.
Hen harriers are one of the UK’s
rarest raptors. Results of a 2016
national survey showed a further
fall in numbers, with 545 breeding
pairs in the UK, a decline of 27%
in the last 12 years. The majority
of the breeding population is in
the west of Scotland, with just
three successful nests in England
during 2017, despite suitable habitat
for over 300 pairs. Illegal killing
in areas managed for driven
grouse shooting has repeatedly
been identified as a key driver of
this decline.
On the weekend of 12 August, a
date traditionally associated with
the start of the grouse shooting

season, around 2,000 people
attended a series of ten events
around the UK to show their
support for the plight of this
species.
A series of presentations was
made by a wide variety of speakers
about the problems faced by hen
harriers and associated issues with
land intensively managed for driven
grouse shooting. Wildlife presenter
Chris Packham spoke at two events
held at RSPB reserves at Rainham,
London, and Arne in Dorset.
Elsewhere there were two events
in the north of England, five at
venues in Scotland and one in
Northern Ireland.

Young wildlife campaigner Findlay
Wilde ran a “thunderclap” on social
media which sent out the message
“I want to see an end to raptor
persecution in the uplands. Criminal
activity needs to be stopped
#Inglorious12th.” This was sent out
to an astonishing total of over
11 million accounts.
Current Government action to
restore the conservation status of
this species remains woefully
inadequate. We hope these
demonstrations will continue to
provide a reminder of the public
concern over this issue and
encourage the Government to take
more meaningful action.

A teenager was fined for cruelly setting fire to a
young crow.
A 15-year-old boy, who cannot be named for legal reasons, appeared at
Southern Derbyshire Magistrates’ Court for causing unnecessary suffering
to a protected animal.

Shutterstock.com

Teen filmed setting fire to crow

The offence took place on 3 June near the Da Vinci School in Derby.
The court was shown a video, taken by the boy’s friend, which shows the
juvenile crow crouching on the ground then being set on fire by the
accused. The boy said he had thought the bird was already dead when he
approached it, although the video shows the bird moving. The bird is
assumed to have perished afterwards.
Magistrates sentenced the teen to a 12-month referral order and ordered
him to pay £220 in costs.
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News

Pointing the finger at
ivory poachers
David Cowdrey of the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) reports on
a new fingerprinting kit to help tackle ivory poaching.
The poaching of elephants for ivory
has reached unprecedented levels.
The current rate of decline overall in
elephant populations is 8% per year,
primarily due to poaching. On
average around 55 elephants are
poached every day in Africa. Whilst
ivory poaching seems a long way
away from the UK, recent seizures
across Europe show that illegal ivory
is still imported into the UK or in
transit to other countries. Illegal
ivory is also being shipped out of
the UK and being intercepted in
international postal depots, as
shown by recent operations from
Border Force and the National
Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU).

The powder has also been used on
rhino horn, hippo teeth and sperm
whale teeth and was equally
effective.
IFAW has partnered with King’s
College and the Metropolitan Police
and developed a practical forensic
ivory fingerprinting kit for under
£150 which has been approved by
the Home Office. The kit is being
provided to front line officers and
agencies, equipping police services
in the UK and Border Force, as well
as global and European
enforcement agencies. The kits have
been successfully deployed in Kenya
and have already resulted in four
cases with 15 arrests, including five
police officers, and the seizure of
11 elephant tusks and 50 pieces of
worked ivory.
If you would like more information
about these kits then please contact
David Cowdrey at IFAW on
dcowdrey@ifaw.org.
Met Police

Azzedine Downes, IFAW CEO, presenting a kit to the Director General
of the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS).
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wider use of fingerprinting methods
in the field will help disrupt these
criminal networks.

However, in recent years, newer
powder materials composed of
smaller particles have emerged.
The team found that these adhered
more easily to remaining fingermark
residues and were able to provide
much better fingerprint detail,
allowing fingerprints to be obtained
for up to 28 days. The findings were
published in the journal Science and
Justice. There is now the
opportunity to establish who has
touched the ivory during this period,
including mid-level criminals and
gang lieutenants within
trans-national criminal syndicates
involved in the trade. These are the
people who often weigh or prepare
the ivory for transport. We hope that

Met Police

In response to this problem, a few
dedicated people from the
Metropolitan Police Service and
King’s College London conducted
some research over a period of
nearly two years to look at which
powders would work best for
extracting fingerprints from ivory.
Ivory has previously been
considered a very difficult material
because of its porous nature, with it
only being possible to get

fingerprints from it for one to two
days after it is handled. The particle
size of the aluminium powders used
was too large and not enough
residue was left for the powder to
adhere to. This meant it was a
significant challenge for police and
forensic experts to develop the level
of fingerprint detail required for an
accurate identification of a poacher
or member of a gang.

Inside the fingerprinting kit.

Marsh harriers and nest
targeted on grouse moor

News

This August, North Yorkshire police appealed for information relating to
several incidents involving human interference at an active marsh harrier
nest on a grouse moor near Ilkley.

On 17 May, the footage showed
several individuals approaching the
nest on a number of occasions.
Shots were also heard being fired.
On one of the visits, an individual
bends down at the nest and

appears to pick up what looks like
a marsh harrier egg. The following
day there was another visit to the
nest where an individual appeared
to remove one or more eggs.
On 19 May, the RSPB returned to
the nest to find all five eggs gone
and a pair of marsh harriers in the
general vicinity but away from the
nest site, confirming the failure of
the nest.
This was reported to North
Yorkshire Police with Wildlife Crime
Officer (WCO) PC Bill Hickson
investigating. Two individuals
were identified as suspects and
interviewed under caution. At the
time of print, enquiries are ongoing
and we thank North Yorkshire
Police for their continuing efforts

in relation to this case and raptor
persecution in general.
You can watch the video online
at youtube.com/watch?v=6iyycvvcBU.

RSPB

When a marsh harrier nest
containing five eggs was
discovered on Denton Moor,
near Ikley, in May 2017, RSPB
Investigations staff installed a
covert camera to monitor the nest,
prompted by concerns over illegal
persecution of birds of prey on
driven grouse moors. During the
last 10 years, within five miles of
the marsh harrier nest, we know
of at least nine red kites that have
been illegally poisoned and a
further three that have been shot.

Marsh harrier nest with five eggs
on Denton Moor.

In October it was
announced that the
sale and export of ivory
items, with limited
exceptions, will be
banned in the UK.

rspb-images.com

Proposed ivory ban a big
step for conservation

Conservationists have pushed hard
for the ban, arguing that ivory sales
are putting elephants increasingly
at risk from illegal poaching in
Africa. Trading raw ivory tusks had
already been banned, as had trade
in items purchased after 1947,
although proving the age of items
was often difficult.
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Guy Shorrock (RSPB)

Guy Shorrock (RSPB)

News

Craig Fellowes (left) receiving his PAW Partner of
the Year award from Dmitrje Sirovica.

Guy Clarke (left) receiving his PAW Certificate of
Merit award from CC Dave Jones.

Decades of good work
rewarded at Partnership
for Action against Wildlife
Crime (PAW) conference
Two individuals received recognition for long-standing work in
the fight against wildlife crime.
Thirty years of fighting the battle
against wildlife crime was
recognised at the PAW Engagement
Forum in June, as retired
Warwickshire police officer Craig
Fellowes received the Partner of the
Year award for his contribution to
wildlife crime training.
The event, which took place at
Defra in London, also saw a range
of statutory and non-statutory
agencies come together to
consider how the partnership could
work more effectively.
Craig Fellowes became a Wildlife
Crime Officer (WCO) nearly 30
years ago and a member of the
PAW Training Group at its inception
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in 1996. In the late 1990s he
developed the National Wildlife
Officers’ Foundation Course, which
is still the only PAW-accredited
training course for police officers.
After 30 years’ police service, he
set up the Wildlife Training
Consultancy and has continued to
facilitate and deliver training to the
Police, Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) and other organisations.
In the past year he has delivered
training to police on badger
persecution, and worked with the
National Wildlife Crime Unit
(NWCU) to develop a three-day
Convention on the International
Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) course for police officers.
Craig also runs the annual National

Wildlife Crime Enforcers’
Conference.
At the same event, Guy Clarke
of Border Force received a PAW
Certificate of Merit for his
contribution to the PAW Training
Group over the past 20 years.
Presenting the award, North
Yorkshire’s Chief Constable Dave
Jones said: “Guy has been at the
centre of wildlife crime training for
more years than most people could
remember. It is clear that his
contribution, both here and abroad,
had been extremely valuable.”

News
Guy Shorrock (RSPB)

Members of the FWG at the 50th group meeting at the David Attenborough Building in Cambridge.

Forensic Working Group
milestone
The Forensic Working Group (FWG) celebrated its 50th meeting
since forming in March 1996.
The Partnership for Action Against
Wildlife Crime (PAW) FWG was
established in 1996. Its
membership is made up of
representatives from the forensic
science community, government
departments, the police, UK Border
Force and non-governmental
organisations. The FWG aims to
support the use of scientific
technologies to counter wildlife

crime in the UK. It keeps abreast of
developments in wildlife forensics
and works to provide tools for
wildlife law enforcers.
Over the last 20 years, the group
has undertaken a range of work to
support the use of forensics to
tackle wildlife crime. This includes
the development of a specialist

guide, a wildlife DNA sampling kit
and the Forensic Analysis Fund to
provide financial support for the
use of forensics in criminal
investigations. You can find more
information about the work of the
FWG and the support it provides at
pawfwg.org.
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CABS

International

One of several hundred honey buzzards illegally gunned down in Lebanon.

Massacre of protected
birds in Lebanon
Former RSPB Investigations staff member Lloyd Scott reports on the first trip
to assess illegal bird killing in Lebanon.
In September 2017, I took part in
the first ever international Bird
Protection Camp in Lebanon,
led by the Committee Against
Bird Slaughter (CABS) and the
Society for the Protection of
Nature in Lebanon (SPNL), and
working with local pro-regulation
hunters. It was an eye-opening and
moving experience.
Lebanon lies on the main eastern
flyway for migratory birds between
Europe and Africa. Recent studies
estimate that between two and
three million protected birds are
shot or trapped there each year.
Although hunting has been
technically banned in the country
for several decades, this autumn
saw the Ministry of the
Environment finally implement new
hunting laws, restricting shooting
to just 14 “game” species
between 15 September and
31 January, in an attempt to curb
the widespread indiscriminate and
unregulated killing.
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I flew out ahead of the start of the
season in September. Over the
course of three consecutive
mornings our patrols led us to a site
on the upper slopes of Mount
Lebanon, near Beirut. What started
as a jaw-droppingly magnificent
spectacle (hundreds of migrating
birds of prey passing low overhead)
soon turned into what can only be
described as a relentless bloodbath,
the likes which I have never seen
before. A barrage of shots filled our
ears and we watched as raptors fell
out of the sky like rain. We counted
over 70 protected raptors, mostly
honey buzzards, being killed: all
within a relatively small area.
The Lebanese Internal Security
Forces arrived at the scene within an
hour and took details of the crime
scene and evidence presented by
CABS and SPNL team members.
We returned the following morning
and again witnessed the shooting of
over 50 honey buzzards in less than

two hours, some quite literally
almost falling on top of us. Given the
hostility of the scene, the team
withdrew and it was decided to
return to the area the next day with
police support. We did so, and by
now the ground was ankle-deep in
feather down. Within minutes, we
counted 70 raptor wings – mostly
honey buzzards, but also Montagu’s
harrier and lesser spotted eagle
parts. Whilst the police took details
of the shooter, more birds were
falling just 150m away – however,
the police refused to assist, stating
that this was the limit of their district.
We confronted the shooters
ourselves, asking what they knew
about the new laws, but they
shrugged and left, seemingly
unaware that there was a problem.
It is clear that a huge amount of
education and enforcement work is
needed in Lebanon. Watch the video,
and find more information about
events this autumn, at youtube.
com/watch?v=RCG0v0tX3j0.

International

RSPB supports police
action against illegal bird
trapping on Cyprus

In 2016, RSPB Investigations
worked with the SBA Police to
install covert cameras to tackle
illegal bird trapping within the
Eastern Sovereign Base Area
(ESBA). Illegal trapping is causing
the deaths of millions of migrant
birds, which are sold to restaurants
for the local dish ambelopoulia –
see Legal Eagle 81 and 82.
Some 19 individuals were caught
on camera at seven locations
resulting in a range of substantial
fines and several three-year
suspended sentences. Buoyed by
this success, my colleagues and I
returned to Cyprus in autumn 2017
to continue this work.

A high specification drone
is now being used by
the SBA Police to tackle
bird trapping in Cyprus.
seven places where
we caught individuals in 2016.
However it became clear
that some of the remaining “hard
core” trappers were taking
anti-surveillance measures and also
using metal detectors to locate our
hidden cameras. This made
catching people more challenging,
but a number of individuals were
filmed and we will report further in
due course.
The Committee Against Bird
Slaughter (CABS) also found this
year to be quieter both within the
ESBA and in the Republic of
Cyprus. The situation in the
Republic is interesting. New
legislation has introduced a system
of fixed penalty tickets with set
fines for mist nets, dead birds etc.
This has resulted in some eyewatering fines of up to 21,000
Euros. Whilst many of these are
being appealed, it does at the
moment seem to have created
some deterrent effect.
Building on the success of last
year, the SBA Police has been
looking to bring further pressure on
the trapping community with
increased enforcement effort
supported by a range of criminal

and civil sanctions. A high
specification drone, with powerful
optical and thermal imaging
cameras, has been bought, with
some financial support from the
RSPB, and has already been used
to gather prosecution evidence in
trapping cases. The military has
also been used, to start clearing
the many kilometres of irrigation
pipes in the ESBA which use
illegally abstracted groundwater
to irrigate the trapping areas.
The RSPB would like to express
its thanks for the support from
the SBA Police with the work
this autumn.
RSPB

After last year’s prosecutions, we
were interested to see whether
this would have any impact on
trapping levels during autumn 2017.
BirdLife Cyprus undertakes an
annual autumn trapping survey and
the results, which will be published
early next year, will give us an
accurate picture of whether there
has been any meaningful impact on
trapping levels. However, it was
certainly our impression that levels
of trapping within parts of the
ESBA were significantly lower this
year. Numerous traditional trapping
sites were not in use, including all

Guy Shorrock (RSPB)

Following work in 2016,
RSPB Investigations
has again been working
with the Sovereign
Base Area (SBA) Police
to tackle bird trapping
on a British military
base. By Senior
Investigations Officer
Guy Shorrock.

The trapper caught on camera.
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And finally…
OBE for new
Head of NWCU

Head of Britain’s
PAW
National Wildlife Crime PAW is The Partnership
Unit (NWCU) retires
for Action Against Wildlife
Chief Inspector Martin Sims,
whose work has been recognised
at a local, national and international
level, has hung up his hat after
31 years in the force.

Louise Hubble.
Chief Inspector Louise Hubble was
awarded an OBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours 2017 – in
recognition of 20 years’ work
serving rural communities in
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.
Hubble has been instrumental in
developing and operating a
successful rural policing strategy,
including building relationships with
the public, setting up the
CountryWatch community
messaging system and educating
officers. She also helped tackle
wildlife crime such as hare coursing
in the area.
A wildlife enthusiast from an early
age, she has also set up a
dedicated rural crime team,
which she lead for many years.
In November 2017, she took over
as Head of the National Wildlife
Crime Unit.

Sims joined Surrey Police in 1987
before transferring to Sussex
Police. Ever passionate about the
natural world, in 2009 he became
Head of Profession for Wildlife
Crime, then progressed to national
level becoming Head of Unit for the
National Wildlife Crime Unit, now
recognised as a leading global force
in the fight against wildlife crime.
In 2016 Sims was awarded the
Clark R Bavin Wildlife Law
Enforcement Award for “leadership
of one of the world’s most
outstanding police units dedicated
to combating wildlife crime”.
Sims’ illustrious career has seen
him help establish Regional Wildlife
Enforcement Groups across
England and Wales and engaging
with many organisations to
establish a greater dialogue with
agencies that can assist in the
battle against wildlife crime, such
as Operation Costa in the West
Country tackling deer poaching, the
case of large blue butterflies taken
from reserves in Somerset and
Gloucestershire, the Volunteer
Bailiff Scheme within the Angling
Trust and Raptor Persecution maps
within the Defra MAGIC website.

Crime, a multi-agency body of
organisations involved in wildlife
law enforcement in the UK.
PAW provides opportunities for
statutory and non-governmental
organisations to work together
to combat wildlife crime, and to
promote the enforcement of wildlife
conservation legislation, particularly
through supporting the networks
of Police Wildlife Crime Officers
and officers from HM Revenue and
Customs and the UK Border Agency.

Want more info?
Visit defra.gov.uk/paw

The RSPB
UK Headquarters
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL
Tel: 01767 680551
Scotland Headquarters
2 Lochside View,
Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh EH12 9DH
Tel: 0131 317 4100
Northern Ireland Headquarters
Belvoir Park Forest, Belfast BT8 7QT
Tel: 028 9049 1547
Wales Headquarters
Castlebridge 3, 5-19 Cowbridge Road East,
Cardiff CF11 9AB
Tel: 029 2035 3000

Write to be read
We welcome contributions to Legal Eagle. Please let us know about wildlife crime initiatives,
news, events and prosecutions in your force. Send your articles and mailing list updates to
The Editor, The RSPB, Investigations Section, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL,
by email to jenny.shelton@rspb.org.uk or telephone 01767 680551. The views expressed in
Legal Eagle are not necessarily those of the RSPB or PAW.
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The RSPB is the country’s largest nature conservation charity,
inspiring everyone to give nature a home.
The RSPB is a member of BirdLife International, a partnership to
give nature a home around the world.
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For more information on wild birds and the law, visit rspb.org.uk/birdlaw
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