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Foreword

by Jenny Shelton, Legal Eagle Editor
Welcome to the spring issue of Legal Eagle, rounding
up the biggest UK wildlife crime prosecutions, news and
comment from the end of 2017 and early 2018.

Last year drew to a close with two more prosecutions –
one for an attempt to sell endangered animal parts and
another for shooting a buzzard. Several more enquiries
were launched, some involving attacks on swans
and another for a kestrel found shot on Christmas
Day. Thames Valley Police also issued an appeal for
information after six dead raptors and a raven were
found together in an Oxfordshire village. We’re awaiting
toxicology results from Natural England.
Raptor crime has been in the spotlight a good deal lately.
If you follow @RSPBBirders on Twitter, you’ll have seen
that RSPB Investigations and North Yorkshire Police
have been out increasing public awareness about raptor
crime. We spent a successful weekend talking to people
in Nidderdale in the Yorkshire Dales and Helmsley in the
North York Moors, while also approaching pubs with

beer mats promoting the RSPB’s new confidential raptor
crime hotline. We know there will be people in these
communities who have information, and hope that this
will encourage them to speak out. See page 6.
We also spoke to Ed Hutchings about his e-petition
calling for driven grouse shoots to be licensed. A former
Young Ornithologists’ Club member and employee of
ours for a time, he spoke with real passion about how
the current system is failing raptors – see pages 10–11.
The end of 2017 also saw the announcement of an
independent panel to review driven grouse shooting in
Scotland (pages 16–17), which we hope may lead to
positive changes and pave the way for a better future for
birds of prey and other uplands wildlife.
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Prosecutions

Stash in the attic

A man has been jailed for 14 months after trying to sell endangered
animal parts on Instagram.

During a search on 19 October 2016,
the Metropolitan Police Wildlife
Crime Unit (WCU) found four hippo
teeth, three rhino horns and two
elephant tusks in Abbas Allawi’s
attic at his home in Watford. Police
search dogs were used to identify
the scent of the rhino horns.
Allawi was advertising the items
for sale on Instagram for £60,000
per kg, “cash only”, which could
have seen him making an illegal
profit of £2m.
DC Sarah Bailey of the Metropolitan
Police WCU said: “This case shows
that laws are in place to protect
endangered species. I would urge
anyone who sees specimens
from protected wildlife for sale to
contact police.

“We are committed to ensuring
that anyone in London who is
trading illegally in endangered
animal parts is stopped.”
DC Christopher Jones added:
“Some rhinoceros populations
are critically endangered. A world
without iconic species such as
rhinos and elephants would be a
sad place. Police are the last line
of defence for some of these
beautiful creatures and we will
seek to prosecute anyone found
to be trading illegally.”
Judge Dean commended
officers DC Christopher Jones and
DC Sarah Bailey for their work on
this case. There will be a Proceeds
of Crime Act hearing later in 2018.

Court outcome

On 9 November 2017 at Harrow
Crown Court, Abbas Allawi,
53, of Gisburne Way, Watford,
was jailed for 14 months after
being convicted of six wildlife
offences contrary to the Control
of Trade in Endangered Species
(Enforcement) Regulations 1997
(COTES). These included offering
for sale/offering to purchase five
rhino horns plus keeping and
offering for sale two elephant
tusks and four hippo teeth.

A world without
iconic species such as
rhinos and elephants
would be a sad place.

Ivory seized from London address
A woman has pleaded guilty to offences relating to the illegal export of ivory.
One hundred items made from
elephant ivory were seized on
2 November 2016 from Janet
Winstanley’s home in Westbourne
Park, London, after police found the
items offered for sale on eBay.

Online, the ivory for sale was
described as carved bovine bone
but on closer inspection
it was confirmed as
elephant ivory.

This case was supported by The
Forensic Analysis Fund which
offers financial support to police
and customs officers seeking to
carry out forensic analysis during a
wildlife crime investigation.

Court outcome

Janet Winstanley, 60, of
Westbourne Park, London,
pleaded guilty at Westminster
Magistrates’ Court on Monday
22 January to one charge of
the fraudulent evasion of duty/
prohibition/restriction contrary
to Section 170 of the Customs
and Excise Management 1971.
This related to the re-export
of multiple specimens of
carved elephant ivory. She
was fined £1,000.
One of the carved
ivory ornaments.

DC Sarah Bailey, from the
Met WCU, said: “The trade
in antique ivory within the
EU is currently legal. However any
re-export of ivory outside the EU
requires a re-export permit.
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Dr Andrew Kitchener, APHA-appointed Wildlife Inspector

Winstanley was interviewed under
caution and pleaded guilty at
Westminster Magistrates’ Court
on Monday 22 January. She was
fined £1,000.

“Any trade outside of the legal
framework is a serious cause for
concern since it may contribute to
driving the demand for ivory in the
Far East which in turn may add to
the decline of elephant populations
in those source countries.”
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Oil executive not so slick

A man who shot and injured a buzzard during a pheasant shoot was fined
£500 at Inverness Sheriff Court in December 2017.

All participants in
game bird shoots are
responsible for their own
actions and are rightly held
accountable for them.

Chief Inspector Louise Hubble, Head of the
National Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU), said: “The
use of any firearm or shotgun requires the
utmost care and diligence. All participants in
game bird shoots are responsible for their own
actions and are rightly held accountable for
them. Birds of prey are afforded protection by
law and the responsibility lies with the shooter
to ensure they accurately identify their quarry
prior to shooting.”

Court outcome

On 11 December 2017, Keith Riddoch, 65,
from Craigden, Aberdeen, was fined £500
at Inverness Sheriff Court for recklessly
shooting a buzzard contrary to Section 1(1)(a)
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

Property company guilty
of destroying bat roost
Fotolia.com

Property developer Knightspur Homes has pleaded guilty to three offences
relating to the destruction of a bat roost at Eden Hall Estate, Edenbridge,
Kent. They appeared at Sevenoaks Magistrates Court on 23 January 2017.
In 2015 an ecology survey was commissioned to
support a planning application for a proposed
development of the property. This survey revealed the
presence of a number of species of bats throughout the
property and stated that a licence from Natural England

would be required before any work was carried out on
certain buildings at the location.
In August 2016 it was noted that one of the buildings
identified in the survey as containing roosting bats had
been demolished, and that no licence had been
applied for or issued.
The matter was reported to Kent Police who carried
out an investigation with the assistance
of the Bat Conservation Trust and the NWCU. After
some excellent work by Kent Police and the
Crown Prosecution Service, charges were brought
against Knightspur Homes.
At the hearing at Sevenoaks Magistrates
court a Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA)
order was made and the case was adjourned
to Maidstone Crown Court (date to
be fixed) for the POCA hearing
and sentencing.

Pipistrelle bat.
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Buzzard by Ben Hall (rspb-images.com)

On 26 November 2017, during an organised
pheasant shoot at Ralia Estate, Newtonmore, oil
executive Keith Riddoch fired the first shot of the
day injuring a buzzard which later had to be
euthanised. Riddoch told the court that he had
mistaken the buzzard for a pheasant. Wildlife
Crime Officer (WCO) Constable Daniel Sutherland
said that the case of mistaken identity was
deemed unacceptable to the court.

News
Jean Thorpe

This buzzard was shot in the wing.

Raptor persecution round-up
In August 2017, a birdwatcher found
an injured buzzard on the ground in
Warren Wood, Wentworth Park
near Barnsley, and contacted
the RSPB.
The bird was recovered by the
Investigations team within an hour
and taken to a local vets. X-rays
revealed it had recently been shot in
the wing and it sadly had to be
euthanised. South Yorkshire Police
were contacted immediately but
didn’t investigate the incident until

November, when the enquiry was
closed without prosecution.
An injured kestrel was picked up on
Christmas Day in Malton, North
Yorkshire, and handed to Jean
Thorpe at Ryedale Wildlife
Rehabilitation. After being x-rayed
the bird was found to have multiple
shot injuries, and was deemed
unable to recover from its injuries
and euthanised. Yet another
example of the dangers all raptors
face living in North Yorkshire.

All birds of prey and ravens are
protected by UK law, making it
illegal to kill or harm them. Those
found to have done so could face six
months in jail or an unlimited fine.

Yet another example
of the dangers all
raptors face living in
North Yorkshire.
RSPB

Appeal after dead kites,
buzzard and raven
found in Chilterns village
Thames Valley Police, Natural England and the
RSPB are appealing for information in connection
with the discovery of five red kites, a raven and
a buzzard all found dead together in Pyrton,
Oxfordshire on 17 September 2017.
All the birds were recovered and x-rayed by a local vet.
The x-ray revealed no signs of shot. However, the birds
have now been sent for toxicology testing by Natural
England as part of the Wildlife Incident Investigation
Scheme, to see if the birds have been poisoned.
Five red kites, a raven and a buzzard were found dead.
Legal Eagle 84
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News

Members of Operation Owl gather at Helmsley.

“Operation Owl” a success
in North Yorkshire

The ongoing problem of raptor persecution sparked action in the form of a joint
public awareness initiative.

On 17 and 18 February 2018, North
Yorkshire Police, North York Moors
and the Yorkshire Dales National
Park joined forces with the RSPB
and RSPCA to roll out Operation
Owl. Members of staff were
present at several sites around
Nidderdale and the North York
Moors over the weekend where
they spoke to members of the
public, handed out flyers and beer

mats, and showed a video to raise
awareness of the raptor persecution
problem in the county.
The video featured Acting Inspector
Kevin Kelly – recent Wildlife Law
Enforcer of the Year – and RSPB
Senior Investigations Officer Mark
Thomas speaking about the different
methods of illegally catching raptors,
what signs to look for and how to

report anything suspicious. It will be
shown at the Yorkshire Dales and
North York Moors National Park
visitor centres and on their
websites, and will also be shown
to volunteers working in the
National Parks. You can find it on
the RSPB’s YouTube channel:
youtube.com/rspbvideo

RSPB

The Feathers pub in Helmsley gladly took our beer mats.
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News in brief

RSPB launches
Raptor Crime
Hotline
RSPB Investigations has
set up a confidential
hotline in the hope that
those with information
on raptor persecution will
come forward.
The number – 0300 9990101
– can be called at any time
of day, and all calls are in
complete confidence.
“We know there will
be people within rural
communities who have
information about raptor
crime but are cautious about
speaking out. The Raptor
Crime Hotline provides
a means of reporting
criminal activity in complete
confidence. The more
intelligence we get, the
closer we come to
stamping out bird of prey
persecution.” says the RSPB’s
Guy Shorrock.

The RSPB hopes that
shooting organisations, such
as the Moorland Association,
will support the initiative.
By publicising the number
on their websites they
can show their support for
responsible shooting and help
root out those individuals
who are doing damage to
their industry.

Two recent operations by Lancashire Constabulary
supported by the NWCU have focused on trade in
endangered species.
In September 2017, warrants
were executed at two addresses
in Blackburn following concern
about the selling of musk oil from
the critically endangered Kashmir
deer – also known as the “vampire
deer” on account of its prominent
“fangs”. The species was thought
to be extinct for over 60 years and
is critically endangered, with only
around 100 left in the wild in the
Kashmir region.
Around a quarter of a litre of oil
was seized and two men were
interviewed. It was established
the oil was actually a synthetic
copy and both men were given
written warnings.

On 17 January 2018, further
warrants were executed at two
addresses in the Burnley area.
More than 40 items were seized as
part of the operation, carried out by
about 15 officers and a rare species
identification expert. Species
involved included rhinoceroses, sea
turtles, narwhals, albatrosses, tiger
cubs, sawfishes, sperm whales,
elephants, barn owls and pangolins.
The items included rhino heads
and horns, sperm whale teeth and
elephant and narwhal tusks. A
27-year-old man was arrested on
suspicion of “prohibited offering
for sale of Annex ‘A’ specimens
contrary to CITES”. Following
interview he was released and
enquiries are continuing.

Councillors vote to ban grouse
shooting on Ilkley Moor
Bradford Council has voted to
ban driven grouse shooting on
Ilkley Moor, following pressure
from wildlife campaigners.

Group, is understood to have
been supported by an
‘overwhelming majority’ of those
councillors who voted.”

Ban Bloodsports on Ilkley Moor
claims that many protected bird
species have vanished from the
moor, where shooting has taken
place for more than 100 years
(except for between 1997–2007).
The press release, issued on 15
January 2018, states:

Red grouse by Tom Marshall (rspb-images.com)

Assistant Chief Constable
of North Yorkshire Police,
Amanda Oliver, adds: “The
launch of the Raptor Crime
Hotline is welcomed. I would
advise those who wish to
report any wildlife crime to
contact the police, however
I believe a further confidential
contact point such as this
will help contribute towards
the fight to reduce the
persecution of birds of prey
and bring those committing
these despicable crimes to
justice.”

Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) enquiries in Lancashire

“Bradford councillors voted to
not renew controversial grouse
shooting rights for Ilkley Moor at
City Hall tonight. The decision,
which was taken by the
Bradford Labour
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7

News

Hen harriers, class of 2017:
where are they now?
Last summer, a number of hen harriers were fitted with satellite tags to better
understand their movements and the risks that these precious birds face.
They fledged, and we watched
hopefully as they ventured from
their nest sites into the wider world.
The tagging was co-ordinated as
part of the five-year RSPB Hen
Harrier LIFE project, which runs
until 2019. Tragically, however, we
have already lost around half of our
“class of 2017”.
Hen harriers are majestic raptors
which are a rare joy to see. Only
three pairs successfully bred in
England in 2017, and the species has
poor breeding success in large parts
of Scotland too. The main reason
hen harriers are declining is due to
illegal persecution associated
principally with intensive
management for grouse.

Mannin – DEAD
This male tagged on
the Isle of Man sadly
died at sea on 14
August. His body
was washed up,
retrieved and a post mortem
revealed his poor condition and
therefore natural death.
Lia – ALIVE
Tagged on the
National Trust Ysbyty
Estate on 27 June
2017, Lia is alive and
is yet to leave Wales!

Hen harriers are
majestic raptors which
are a rare joy to see.
8
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Sirius and Skylar: A brother and
sister who fledged from a nest in
Argyll and were the first offspring
produced by our tagged female,
DeeCee. On 11 October, our
Investigations team monitoring
Sirius’ tag saw that he had stopped
moving. After a search his body was
recovered from a hillside near Loch
Lomond. He was taken to the
veterinary laboratory for postmortem tests which indicated that
trauma was the likely cause of
death. Skylar is still alive and well.
Mairie – ALIVE
This female hatched
on the island of
Mull in June 2017.

Rannoch – ALIVE
Another Scottish
female, she was
tagged in Perthshire
in July 2017.

Manu – MISSING
Last detected at
Blenkinsopp
Common on the
Northumberland/
Cumbria border.
Police and RSPB Investigations have
searched for him but found no trace.
Tony – MISSING
This adventurous
chick, from a nest at
HM Naval Base
Clyde in Coulport,
spent some time
exploring central Scotland before
heading down through Wales and
Cornwall and over the sea to France.
The last transmission from his tag
was on 22 October on a peninsula
west of Cambados, Spain. We’ve
heard nothing since.
All images on this page by RSPB

Calluna – MISSING
A female whose tag
transmissions
stopped abruptly on
12 August – the first
day of the grouse
shooting season – on a grouse moor
in the Cairngorms National Park.

Heather – ALIVE
Tagged in Perthshire,
she is still alive and
has remained
in Scotland.

Saorsa – ALIVE
One of four chicks
to fledge from a
monitored and
protected nest on
a private estate in
Ross-shire. Her name is Gaelic
for “freedom”.
Eric – DEAD
Eric, who was
named by the RSPB
after a late colleague,
was tagged on
Orkney. Sadly, his
tag showed that he had drowned at
sea in January this year.
Tony’s journey.

News in brief

Derbyshire
falcons seized
A number of live falcons were
seized after a search was
conducted on a premises in
the Chesterfield area in
December 2017.

Marc and Manu.

Another hen harrier
goes missing
Durham Constabulary and the
RSPB are appealing for information
following the disappearance of a
satellite-tagged hen harrier near
Middleton-in-Teesdale.
The harrier, named Marc, was one
of a nest of two chicks tagged as
part of the EU-funded Hen Harrier
LIFE+ project in July last year from
a nest in the Scottish Borders.
Marc’s tag had been transmitting
regularly, showing no signs of
any problems, until it suddenly
stopped on the afternoon of 5
February. Data from Marc’s tag
indicated he had been in the same
area of upland farmland since late
November before moving 10km

north-west on 27 January to an
area of driven grouse moor. From
here he posted several positions
on 5 February until 2.04pm, after
which the tag inexplicably failed to
send any further data.
Mark Thomas, RSPB Principal
Specialist, said: “Hen harriers
are facing an uncertain future:
these spectacular birds should
be flourishing in our uplands but
studies show that we are down to
just a handful of pairs in England,
with illegal persecution identified
as a prime factor. So it’s depressing
when yet another hen harrier goes
off the radar like this, especially
when the supporting tag data is
so precise.”

Latest on the
Bleasdale
peregrine trial
At the time of writing,
gamekeeper James Hartley
is due to appear at Preston
Magistrates Court for a five-day
trial at the end of April 2018,
facing eight charges relating
to the disturbance, killing and
trapping of two peregrines at a
nest site on the Bleasdale Estate,
Lancashire, during spring 2016.

Peregrine by shutterstock.com

After his brother Manu disappeared in October
2017, the hen harrier Marc appears to have met
with a similar fate.

Derbyshire Constabulary was
joined by officers from the
NWCU and the Animal and Plant
Health Agency. The investigation
is still ongoing.

Gamekeeper
James Hartley faces
charges relating to
the disturbance, killing
and trapping
of peregrines

Marc’s last location.
Legal Eagle 84
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Interview

Ed Hutchings is campaigning to license driven grouse shooting.

I’ve been interested
in birds since I was seven
years old, when my
grandmother made me
a member of the RSPB’s
Young Ornithologists’ Club.
I also grew up partly in the
United Arab Emirates and
one of my earliest birding
memories was the song
of greater hoopoe-larks
surrounding our villa. My
interest flagged for about
20 years (like it does
for so many distracted
teenagers!) and I worked
in the wine trade for 10
years before chucking it
in to pursue my first love:
wildlife.

10
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“Shooters aren’t
playing by the rules”
Ed Hutchings: Why I’m campaigning to
license driven grouse shooting.
Writer, birder, wildlife tour guide
and reformed shooter,
Ed Hutchings has become a familiar
name in the fight against raptor
persecution. His call for licensing
echoes that of the RSPB. We
caught up with him to find out
what prompted his petition.
“Like many people, I’m sick to the
back teeth of raptor persecution.
Why some individuals feel that
these beautiful creatures should
continue to be shot, poisoned
and trapped in the 21st century is
beyond me. The archaic attitudes
aren’t tolerated anymore. The
wording of Jane Griggs’ petition
– “Don’t Ban Grouse Shooting –
Killing vermin is a social service
which benefits ALL wildlife. Birds
of prey are over-protected and are
out of balance with natural habitats
and species” – shocked me to the

core and I decide to take action in
the form of a petition.”
We’ve seen evidence linking
gamekeepers to bird of prey
persecution, and moorlands
empty of raptors imply that
much more illegal killing goes
on undetected. So what needs
to change?
“We have, and sadly it’s the
tip of the iceberg. How many
persecuted birds are not found?
The true number would horrify the
general public. The pertinent fact
is this: if you want to shoot game
birds for fun (an activity in which
I once partook but now abhor),
then you need to accept that,
native or otherwise, you are raising
unnaturally high levels of them in
a natural environment inhabited by
predators, including birds of prey.

Interview
Images on this page by Guy Shorrock

If you lose some, tough. Accept
it or stop shooting. They’re
not playing by the rules. Why
should our natural heritage be
decimated by the few people that
enjoy shooting for leisure? It’s
outrageous.”
The RSPB’s Birdcrime 2016 report
revealed that there were no
prosecutions for raptor crimes in
2016, despite over 80 confirmed
incidents. In response, the RSPB
is calling for better enforcement
– and for driven grouse shooting
estates to be licensed.
“The Government and courts need
to start taking this more seriously
and police forces need greater
support in tackling these cases.
There are laws in place to protect
these birds, but they are clearly
not working. Furthermore, the law
is pitifully lenient on those that are
prosecuted. The paltry fines and
sentences are no deterrent – a
large estate will pay the fine and
take a slap on the wrist. I am of the
opinion that if your estate is proved
to have persecuted raptors, then
you lose your right to shoot game.
Simple as that. And this is where
licensing comes in. We need a
powerful message sent out that it
won’t be tolerated any more.”
Where does your passion for
uplands conservation and birds
of prey come from?
“I’m Essex born and bred and have
lived in Suffolk most of my life,
but you don’t have to be from the
uplands to be passionate about
its ecology and conservation.
My mother’s family is from the
Scottish Highlands, where I’ve
spent some time, so I’ve always
had a passion for the uplands,
much like I have for any habitat in
Britain. I’m also inspired by Orkney
where I lead tours. The islands have
the healthiest population of hen
harriers in Britain – 80 breeding
females at the last count, I believe.
In Orkney they are fortunate that
there is no driven grouse shooting
and their hen harriers are left to
breed in peace.”

Shot hen harrier in Geltsdale, Cumbria.

People should sign the petition if
they care about the ecology of our
uplands. Important wildlife sites
are being destroyed or damaged
by the poor management of many
driven grouse moors, while raptors
continue to be disturbed and
persecuted. Self-regulation has
failed, so I am asking for a robust
licensing system. Those who breach
conditions would have their licenses
removed. Law-abiding grouse
shoots would benefit from improved
public confidence. What have
shooting estates to fear if they are
legal and sustainable? I hope it will
lead to some form of licensing in
the future. Apart from a ban, I can’t
see any other way forward.”

Why are you campaigning for
licensing rather than an
outright ban?
“It’s the middle ground between
a ban and doing nothing. And it
will appeal to those sitting on the
fence. Licensing of grouse shoots
in Scotland moved a step closer
when the party of government
north of the border, the SNP,
adopted it as official policy. A
committee investigating the impact
of driven grouse shooting on raptor
populations and the moorland
environment will start work
next year. Personally, I’ll support
anything that brings about the end
of raptor persecution.”

Sign the petition at petition.parliament.uk/petitions/207482
or search for“Ed Hutchings petition”.
Illegal pole traps are still set for raptors.
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Link highlights missing crimes
by Guy Shorrock, RSPB Senior Investigations Officer
On 24 January 2018, representatives of Wildlife and Countryside Link (WCL)
visited 10 Downing Street to discuss the latest WCL report highlighting the
problems of poor and inconsistent recording of wildlife crime.
We met with Sir John Randall,
special advisor to the Government
on the environment.
WCL is a coalition of charitable
organisations concerned with the
conservation and protection of
wildlife and the countryside.
Working with partner Wales
Environment Link, a report, The
Recording of Wildlife Crime in
England and Wales, was prepared.
This was launched in November
2017 at the Wildlife Crime Enforcers’
Conference (see page 15).

It is believed that enhanced
reporting and recording would
allow for more effective setting of
priorities, greater efficiency and
better allocation of resources.
The report makes several
recommendations:

Currently, the Home Office
records very few wildlife crimes.
In relation to the Government’s six
UK wildlife crime priorities, only
COTES offences are recorded.
It is not possible to obtain
accurate information for England
and Wales, and data on many
wildlife crimes is only available
from non-governmental
organisations. The situation was
contrasted with Scotland which is
now producing an annual report on
wildlife crime.

• All wildlife crime should be
recorded by specific Home
Office codes, removing
ambiguity and confusion over
which crimes should be
recorded, and eliminating
disparity between different parts
of the UK. A generic code is not
considered sufficient in view of
the differences between
wildlife crimes.

Met Police

As part of the research, the views
of law enforcement and
government representatives,
environment and wildlife
organisations and academics were
sought. These showed there was

widespread support for better
wildlife crime recording and that
the current data held by the Home
Office was of little use. There was
also concern that current penalties
for wildlife crime are insufficient to
act as a deterrent.

• The Partnership for Action
against Wildlife Crime UK (PAW)
should adopt a more active role
in developing strategies to
advance wildlife crime responses
in England and Wales.
• Penalties for wildlife crimes
should be reviewed in light of
the seriousness and increasing
frequency of wildlife crime.
• The Government should
produce an annual wildlife crime
report for England and Wales,
similar to that produced by the
Scottish Government, including
data on wildlife crime, court
proceedings and penalties, with
additional information on priority
crime areas.
• All relevant agencies should
ensure that wildlife crimes are
included in training for call
handlers, and that enhanced
training on wildlife crime is
provided for police officers.

Members of Wildlife and Countryside Link attending Downing Street.
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Bird of prey numbers have failed to improve in the Dark Peak.

RSPB ends involvement
in Peak District Initiative
The RSPB has ended its involvement with the Peak
District Bird of Prey Initiative, following its failure to
improve the fortunes of raptors in the Dark Peak.

Involving five land management and
conservation organisations, the
Initiative was set up in 2011 in a bid
to boost bird of prey populations in
the Dark Peak, the northern part of
the Peak District.
In response to low numbers, poor
breeding success and illegal
persecution, the initiative set
five-year targets for healthy
sustainable breeding populations of
merlins, peregrines and short-eared
owls; and from 2016 expanded
these targets to include hen
harriers and goshawks.
However, the Initiative failed to meet
any of these targets and for some
species the situation has continued
to worsen. Last year, no peregrines
successfully bred in the Dark Peak
for the first time since 1984.
Richard Barnard, the RSPB’s Area
Conservation Manager for Yorkshire
and the Peak District, said: “We
have committed a lot of time and
energy to make this project a
success but it’s clear that this is not
going to happen. Despite five years

of monitoring data, and the
presentation of clear evidence
from local raptor groups and the
RSPB, some members of the group
are still failing to acknowledge that
the main reason birds of prey are
doing so badly in the Dark Peak is
because of illegal persecution
such as shooting, trapping and
poisoning. By refusing to admit the
scale of the problem, and its clear
link with land used for driven
grouse shooting, which is
highlighted in numerous studies
and reports, these members
have frustrated any possibility
of progress.”

thought to be positioned to lure in a
female hen harrier that had been
seen the previous day.

Bird of prey persecution has cast a
shadow over the Dark Peak for
many years. The RSPB’s 2006 Peak
Malpractice reports chronicled
numerous incidents and charted
serious declines of several species
such as goshawks, which pointed
to sustained and widespread
persecution. Despite the paucity of
birds of prey, illegal activity has
continued in the Dark Peak since
the formation of the Initiative.
In May 2015, a covert camera
recorded four shots being fired at
an active goshawk nest in the
middle of the night in the Derwent
Valley. In February 2016, footage
was published of an armed man
crouched close to a plastic hen
harrier decoy on a grouse moor,

We will now be focusing our efforts
in the Peak District on working in
partnership with like-minded
organisations to improve the
fortunes of birds of prey through
our Investigations Team work;
management of our landholdings;
monitoring and reporting; and
Upland Skies, a large-scale people
engagement and conservation
project aimed at enthusing local
people about birds of prey.

The failure of the voluntary
approach by land managers, their
representative bodies and statutory
organisations to help birds of prey
exemplifies why the RSPB is calling
for the introduction of a licensing
system for driven grouse shooting.
Proper regulation would help birds
of prey to recover in areas like the
Dark Peak and would drive up
standards in an industry whose
reputation has been severely
tarnished in recent years.

Images this page by Tim Melling RSPB

The RSPB has ended its
involvement with the Peak District
Bird of Prey Initiative, following the
partnership project’s continued
failure to improve the fortunes of
raptors in the Dark Peak.

As reported on page 11, the RSPB
is supporting Ed Hutchings’
Government petition to license
driven grouse shooting: petition.
parliament.uk/petitions/207482
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News

New raptor persecution maps
In December 2017, the Government
published raptor persecution maps
to show confirmed incidents of
shooting, trapping, poisoning and
nest destruction across England and
Wales between 2011 and 2015.
Developed by the Raptor Persecution Priority Delivery
Group (RPPDG), the publicly accessible interactive map
aims to highlight incident hotspots and assist
enforcement. The RSPB undertook significant work with
the NWCU and Natural England on the preparation of
the data. The maps can be viewed at:
magic.defra.gov.uk
The RSPB fully supports the publication of this type of
information, but believes improvements need to be
made. Going forward, we hope any future maps are
more accurate and complete – for example, including all

confirmed raptor persecution incidents, ensuring that
the toxicology results are properly categorised into
wildlife crime incident data and clarifying whether any
data has been omitted. The RSPB will continue to
produce its annual Birdcrime reports including all known
confirmed raptor persecution incidents. Check out the
latest one at rspb.org.uk/birdcrime

Sombre swansongs in Yorkshire and London
RSPB

On 29 October 2017, a freshly
dead whooper swan was
found on farmland at Buckton,
East Yorkshire on the western
boundary of our reserve at
Bempton Cliffs.

Shot whooper swan.

The bird was collected by the
RSPCA and x-rayed, and was found
to contain numerous pieces of shot
from a shotgun. Despite a wellpublicised joint public appeal by the
RSPCA, the RSPB and Humberside

Police no lines of enquiry were
forthcoming.
The RSPCA also launched a joint
investigation with police after six
mute swans were found stabbed
and beheaded in South London. Two
birds were found in Birchmere Park
in November, with another
discovered at Southmere Lake.
Three cygnets and a Canada goose
were also found to have died in the
same way.

Hugh Clark

Increase in reported bat crime
The Bat Conservation Trust issued its annual
report in November 2017, detailing the number
of reported crimes against bats during 2016 and
analysing the state of the UK’s bat population.
Recent studies indicate that some of our
18 species of bat are showing signs of
recovery from population declines. While
this is encouraging news,
we are yet to see recovery to
historic population levels.
In 2016, 153 allegations of bat
crime were referred to the
police. This is above the
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long-term average and is the second highest number of
referrals ever made in a calendar year. It represents a
15% increase from the previous year in the number of
referrals made to the police and is cause for continued
concern about levels of bat crime.
The rise can be party attributed to an increase in
reporting and awareness. However, the number of
referrals made to the police each year since 2010
demonstrates an upward trend that needs to be
addressed. It is also believed that the number of
reports only represents a drop in the ocean.
Read the report at the Bat Conservation Trust
website: bats.org.uk

News

Wildlife Crime Enforcers’
Conference 2017
More than 100 delegates attended
the 29th annual Wildlife Crime
Enforcers’ Conference, which took
place in Warwickshire between 24
and 27 November 2017.
The event was again organised by Craig Fellowes of
the Wildlife Training Consultancy, with financial support
from the League Against Cruel Sports, the International
Fund for Animal Welfare and the RSPB.
The conference was chaired by Chief Constable Dave
Jones of the North Yorkshire Police, the wildlife crime
lead on the National Police Chiefs’ Council. In a prerecorded video, Thérèse Coffey, Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for Environment, thanked the UK
Border Force and the NWCU for some of their recent
successes in tackling wildlife crime. She also announced
the new raptor persecution maps (see page 14)
produced by the England and Wales RPPDG.
Chief Inspector Louise Hubble, the new Head of the
NWCU, outlined her aspirations as she took up this
exciting role. In addition, there was the usual wide
range of presentations, and the formal Saturday
evening meal was illuminated by a fascinating talk
by renowned global explorer Ranulph Fiennes.

Acting Inspector Kevin Kelly of North Yorkshire
Police (right).

The innovative use of drones to
monitor peregrine breeding sites has
led to an increase in breeding success
at sites where there had previously
been concerns about persecution.

The excellent work tackling wildlife crime was once
again recognised with WWF-sponsored awards for
2017. The Wildlife Law Enforcer of the Year award
was presented to Sergeant Kevin Kelly of the North
Yorkshire Police Rural Taskforce. He has been
instrumental in transforming the way that wildlife crime
is dealt with in the force and has demonstrated how
collaborative work with charities such as the RSPB can
help to protect our native wildlife.
Wildlife Liaison Officer Emma Meredith of the Police
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) accepted the award
for Wildlife Crime Operation of the Year for their work
on Operation Peregrine Watch. The innovative use of
drones to monitor peregrine breeding sites has led to
an increase in breeding success at sites where there
had previously been concerns about persecution.
The winner of the Lifetime Achievement Award
was Chief Inspector Martin Sims, departing head
of the NWCU. WCO Sergeant Jamie Bartlett from
Hertfordshire Police also received recognition for
his work.

Emma Meredith of PSNI (centre) accepts the award for
WWF Wildlife Crime Operation of the Year 2017.
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News

The management of grouse moors is being investigated independently.

Scotland commits to reviewing
effects of grouse shooting

The panel will be headed by
Professor Alan Werritty FRSE and
consist of scientists, moorland
managers, regulatory experts and
advisors from Scottish Natural
Heritage, the Scottish Wildlife
Trust, the Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust and the Scottish
Environmental Protection Agency.

RSPB Scotland

An independent panel has been established to ensure Scottish grouse
moors are managed sustainably and within the law. This follows Scottish
Government-commissioned research that found almost a third of
satellite-tagged golden eagles had died in suspicious circumstances,
with a clear link between these crimes and land intensively managed
for driven grouse shooting.

Duncan Orr-Ewing, Head of Species
and Land Management for RSPB
Golden eagle found dead in 2012

There are significant
public concerns about
how grouse moors
are currently being
managed in Scotland
16
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Scotland, said: “We very much
welcome the announcement of this
enquiry and of the independent
panel. There are significant public
concerns about how grouse moors
are currently being managed in
Scotland, including clear evidence,
gathered over decades, of the
illegal killing of birds of prey.

“In recent years these concerns
have broadened to encompass
wider grouse moor management
practices as commercialisation
has taken place, with an emphasis
on producing very large and
unsustainable grouse numbers for
sport shooting. These practices
include muirburn on peatland
habitats, which are important as
carbon stores for combating climate
change; the culling of mountain
hares; and the medication of
“wild” red grouse, designed both
to prevent grouse diseases and to
artificially boost grouse bags.
“We support the introduction
of an effective licensing system
for driven grouse shooting, with
sanctions including the removal
of such licenses where illegal
practices are confirmed.”

News

Raptor champions celebrated
at Nature of Scotland Awards
The Nature of Scotland Awards took place in November 2017, championing a
range of excellent projects and celebrating the passionate people involved.
Among the winners was Brian
Etheridge, who took home the
RSPB Species Champion Award for
his pioneering fieldwork on birds of
prey. Brian led the conservation
work to reintroduce red kites to
Scotland and was the first to detail
the UK-wide impact of illegal
persecution on hen harriers
associated with grouse moors.
An expert ringer, he is one of the

few people permitted to attach
satellite tags to golden eagles, hen
harriers and other rare raptors.
Logan Steele and Andrea Hudspeth
of the Tayside Raptor Study Group
also jointly received the award for
Political Advocate of the Year for the
work they did in getting the
Scottish Government to consider
licensing game bird shooting.

Mike Dilger hosted the ceremony
at the Sheraton Grand Hotel in
Edinburgh. The 2017 Nature of
Scotland Awards were sponsored
by GreenPower, The James Hutton
Institute, ScottishPower, Vattenfall,
Sustrans, The Ardmore and
Turcan Connell.

Latest raptor persecution report
launched in Northern Ireland
In November the most recent report on the persecution of birds of prey
in Northern Ireland was published by PAW Northern Ireland (PAW NI).
It reveals that there were five confirmed persecution
incidents in 2015 and a further six in 2016, involving the
killing of 12 protected birds of prey (six buzzards, five
peregrines and one sparrowhawk). These cases bring
the total number of birds confirmed to have been
affected, since reporting began in 2009, to 57. The
current report, and previous reports going back to 2009,
can be found at wildlifecrimeni.org
The reports show that since 2009 the most frequent
casualties have been buzzards, peregrine falcons and
the recently re-introduced red kites. Red kites and
buzzards are particularly susceptible to poisoned baits
as they will scavenge on carrion routinely. The reports
have examined the occurrence and trends in confirmed
raptor persecution incidents, which has allowed PAW
to produce “hot-spot” maps to identify areas where
crimes against birds of prey are occurring.

The report’s lead author, Dr Eimear Rooney (Raptor
Officer for NIRSG), commented: “This latest
persecution report helps us all to understand the scale
and distribution of the problem. It is particularly shocking
to see new areas appear on the hot-spot maps, showing
the issue of raptor persecution to be widespread. It is
heartbreaking to think of the deaths of these protected
birds but it is particularly shocking to see the continued
usage of highly toxic pesticide carbofuran. The PAW NI
group will continue to take action to tackle raptor
persecution and it is encouraging to see all the partners
proactively working together on this report.”
Confirmed incidents 2009-2016.

The Raptor Priority Subgroup comprises PSNI, the
Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA), NWCU,
the Northern Ireland Raptor Study Group (NIRSG), the
RSPB, the Agri-food and Biosciences Institute and the
Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland.
The Raptor Priority Subgroup is acting on behalf of, and
reports back to, the main PAW NI steering group
currently chaired by the NIEA.
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International

Polar bear skin was seized by the Dutch government.

Fifty nine animal and plant
species seized in Dutch
port crackdown

Thousands of dead animals and animal parts – including 14,000 dead
seahorses and a polar bear skin – were seized by the Dutch Government as
part of a huge crackdown on the illegal trading of animals and plants.
During the operation, which took
place between 1 September and 5
November 2017 in Schiphol,
Rotterdam and the Caribbean
Netherlands, 59 different animal
and plant products were
confiscated. These included three
elephant legs, pangolin scales, ape
and crocodile skulls, orchids and
several live birds smuggled inside
toilet rolls.

Three elephant legs,
pangolin scales, ape and
crocodile skulls, orchids
and several live birds
were confiscated.
18
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One man, caught with the
seahorses at Schiphol, was jailed
for six months and traders caught
at a bird fair in Zwolle, who were
trying to sell birds with incorrect
leg rings or without the right
papers, were fined €5,000.

Dried seahorses.

Several more suspects were
arrested and sentenced.
The action was a joint initiative by
the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature
and Food Quality, the Netherlands
Food and Consumer Product Safety
Authority, the Netherlands
Enterprise Agency, Customs, the
Public Prosecution Service and the
Dutch National Police.
Charge details
Following the operation, a man was
sentenced to six months in prison,
with a suspended sentence of three
months and a two-year probationary
period, for a breach of EU Wildlife
Trade Regulations. Two further
suspects were fined €5,000 for
illegally attempting to sell birds.

International

Bird trappers receive
heavy sentences in Cyprus
A crackdown on bird trappers by the UK Sovereign Base Police and the RSPB
has resulted in a pronounced reduction in illegal trapping.
On 17 January 2018, five Cypriot
men were fined for systematically
trapping and killing wild birds,
including blackcaps and other small
birds, on a British military base in
Cyprus. One received a €3,200 fine
plus 20 months’ imprisonment,
suspended for three years. Another
received an eye-watering €6,600
fine. The other three men were
fined between €800 and €1,700.
All five men received a one-year
exclusion order banning them from
entering parts of the Eastern
Sovereign Base Area (ESBA).
In autumn 2016, the Sovereign
Base Area (SBA) Police worked
with RSPB Investigations to install
covert cameras at trapping
hotspots on the ESBA. During
seven operations, 19 individuals
were secretly filmed catching birds
in mist nets strung between acacia
bushes. The footage showed the
men removing the struggling birds
then killing them with knives before
tossing the bodies into buckets.
This recent result means all 19 men
have been successfully convicted
with a range of high fines and
seven suspended jail sentences.

“The graphic footage obtained
shows the callous actions of the
trappers. We welcome the heavy
sentences, and the long three-year
suspended jail terms puts seven
trappers in a very serious position
should they decide to continue
trapping. We hope SBA authorities
will also continue the clearance of
the non-native acacia used by the
trappers, to finally remove these
killing fields.”
A report published by BirdLife
Cyprus in March 2017 revealed
that an estimated 800,000+ birds
were illegally killed on the ESBA
in autumn 2016. The birds are
caught to be sold to restaurants
in the Republic of Cyprus for the
dish ambelopoulia: a plate of
cooked songbirds.
The report for the autumn 2017
trapping season is now out, and
reveals a 70% fall in trapping in that
year. Surveillance work, plus other
measures taken by the SBA
authorities including use of highspecification drones and a
programme of clearing the acacia

irrigation pipes, have significantly
reduced the level of trapping.
Martin Hellicar, Director of BirdLife
Cyprus, added: “Illegal bird trapping
is a persistent problem and we
need such meaningful court
sentences which recognise that
this is a serious wildlife crime. At
the same time, BirdLife Cyprus will
continue pushing hard for action
against law-breaking restaurants
who sell the trapped birds and also
with our education efforts in
schools and beyond, with the aim
of reducing the demand that drives
the bird killing.”
For more information and to
request a copy of the full report,
see: birdlifecyprus.org/annualbird-report

The graphic footage
obtained shows the
callous actions of the
trappers.
Paul Chesterfield (rspb-images.com)

This was the first time this method
of surveillance was used by the
SBA police to catch illegal trappers.
Due to its success, it was used
again in autumn 2017, and more
cases are currently under
investigation. This project, in
collaboration with BirdLife Cyprus,
was possible thanks to the support
of the Oak Foundation.
Guy Shorrock, RSPB Senior
Investigations Officer, said:
“We are delighted with the
success of our collaborative work
with the SBA Police in 2016 and
2017 and immensely grateful for
the efforts of the officers we
worked with.

The blackcap – the favourite target of Cypriot bird trappers.
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And finally…
Mark Thomas (RSPB)

PAW
PAW is The Partnership
for Action Against Wildlife
Crime, a multi-agency body of
organisations involved in wildlife
law enforcement in the UK.
PAW provides opportunities for
statutory and non-governmental
organisations to work together
to combat wildlife crime, and to
promote the enforcement of wildlife
conservation legislation, particularly
through supporting the networks
of Police Wildlife Crime Officers
and officers from HM Revenue and
Customs and the UK Border Agency.

Want more info?
Visit defra.gov.uk/paw
David Hunt with his leaving gift.

“Sky blue” David has left the
building. Well… not quite!
In November 2017, Investigations
Officer David Hunt left the
Investigations Team to take up a
position as RSPB Conservation
Officer for Northern England, still
based at Denby Dale. David will be
greatly missed for his hard work,

particularly in connection with hen
harrier conservation. Our loss is
certainly the gain of the Northern
England Office, despite David only
physically having to move to a new
desk! We wish him and his beloved
Coventry City FC well.

If you’d like to change how you hear from us or you no longer wish to
receive this publication, just let us know. Please call Jenny Shelton on
01767 693024 or e-mail jenny.shelton@rspb.org.uk. For more information
about your data protection rights please take a look at:
rspb.org.uk/privacypolicy

The RSPB
UK Headquarters
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL
Tel: 01767 680551
Scotland Headquarters
2 Lochside View,
Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh EH12 9DH
Tel: 0131 317 4100
Northern Ireland Headquarters
Belvoir Park Forest, Belfast BT8 7QT
Tel: 028 9049 1547
Wales Headquarters
Castlebridge 3, 5–19 Cowbridge Road East,
Cardiff CF11 9AB
Tel: 029 2035 3000

Write to be read
We welcome contributions to Legal Eagle. Please let us know about wildlife crime initiatives,
news, events and prosecutions in your force. Send your articles and mailing list updates to
The Editor, The RSPB, Investigations Section, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL,
by email to jenny.shelton@rspb.org.uk or telephone 01767 680551. The views expressed in
Legal Eagle are not necessarily those of the RSPB or PAW.
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The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give
nature a home. We play a leading role in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership
of nature conservation organisations.
The RSPB is a registered charity in England and Wales 207076,
in Scotland SC037654. 232-1509-17-18
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For more information on wild birds and the law, visit rspb.org.uk/birdlaw
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