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Please note: this access statement does not contain personal opinions as to our suitability 
for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the facilities and services that 
we offer all our guests and visitors 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Budby South Forest forms half of the Sherwood Forest National Nature Reserve (NNR) in 
Nottinghamshire; home to rare and fascinating wildlife as well as the famous outlaw, Robin 
Hood. It is an open habitat; a lowland heathland, grassland and wood pasture mosaic, and 
home to some of our rarest species like nightjars, woodlarks and black oil beetles. 
 
Visitors can access Budby from many places by foot using the wide network of paths that 
link the landscape. Sherwood Forest Country Park hosts the Major Oak and the Visitor 
Centre (VC) and forms the woodland and wood pasture part of the NNR to the south of 
Budby. The Forestry Commission woodlands join Budby along the western side. As well as 
the large visitor car park down the road at the VC there are a few informal parking places in 
the surrounding area. 
 
The paths across Budby South Forest range from surfaced vehicle tracks around the 
perimeter to informal desire lines through the heathland vegetation - all of which are 
muddy, rutted and uneven most of the time. Stock fences keep our grazing animals in, and 
have various crossing points including pedestrian kissing gates, cattle grids, field gates, 
bridle gates and stiles; the dimensions of some will restrict access to mobility scooters and 
push chairs. There are routes around the fenced areas using the permissive tracks and 
Public Rights of Way which are fully accessible, but still rough terrain. There are currently 
no benches, although there are infrequent places to perch.  
 
For further details about Budby South Forest please visit 
www.rspb.org.uk/budbysouthforest or contact the Site Manager: 07718 248 953 or 
chloe.ryder@rspb.org.uk 
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Pre-Arrival 

• The reserve is always open. 

• Entry is free, but donations are always welcome to help our work giving nature a home 
on the heath 

• There is no visitor centre, toilet or catering facilities on the reserve. The nearest 
facilities, including accessible, are 1.3 km (0.7 miles) away at Sherwood Forest Country 
Park. 

• Dogs are welcome but must be kept on a lead from 1 Mar- 31 Aug, and within sight 
and recall distance at any other time. 

 
 
How to get here 

• Map and directions 
See the ‘How to get here’ section on Budby South RSPB website pages, which has links 
for sat navs and Google maps. 

• Bus  
The nearest stop is on the High Street in Edwinstowe, which is a 2 km (1.24 miles) walk 
via the Sherwood Forest Country Park Visitor Centre.  

• Train  
The nearest station is Mansfield (11 km / 7 miles) from Edwinstowe. It is served by the 
Robin Hood line, operated by East Midlands Trains. 

• Pedal Cycle 
Sustrans National Cycle Route 6 runs along the western boundary of the National 
Nature Reserve. You are welcome to cycle on the permissive routes and bridleways, 
but please do not ride bikes anywhere else across the reserve. 

• Car  
The reserve main entrance is on the B6034, Swinecote Road; 2 km (1.24 miles) north 
of Edwinstowe where there is small, informal lay-by that fits up to 10 cars. It has no 
post code. 

 
 

Car Parking Facilities and Arrival 

• The main entrance along Swinecote Road is a lay-by maintained by Nottinghamshire 
County Council and is open all year round. 

• The surface is mixed materials and very uneven. 

• It does not have lighting or marked bays and can fit up to 10 cars. 

• There is a dog waste bin, but no litter bins. Please take your litter home and dispose of 
it responsibly. 
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• Please take care not to park in front of the green barrier. 

• To access the reserve, there is a wooden kissing gate with inner bay dimensions of 
approximately 1.4 x 1.5 m. The approach to this gate has a gentle gradient but a 
muddy, uneven surface. Beyond the gate is a hard surfaced vehicle track forming the 
permissive route 

• There is an information board inside the barrier with a map for orientation plus a 
notice board for seasonal communications. 

 
 

  
Budby South Forest Main Entrance,        Accessible Kissing gate at the main entrance 
Swinecote Road lay-by 
 
 
Trails, tracks and paths 
 
There are a series of tracks and paths around and across the reserve but no way-marked 
routes.  Please be aware that although the paths are open to a range of users (and are 
detailed below) they may not always be suitable for all users within that group. If you are 
unsure about any of the path conditions, please get in touch for more information before 
your visit.  
 
 Permissive routes at Budby South Forest are open to walkers, pushchairs, wheelchair 

or motorised scooter users, horse-riders and pedal cyclists. 
 

 Public bridleways are open to walkers, pushchairs, wheelchair or motorised scooter 
users, horse-riders and pedal cyclists. 
 

 Sustrans Cycle Route 6 is open to walkers, walkers with pushchairs, wheelchair or 
motorised scooter users, horse-riders and pedal cyclists. 

 
 Public footpaths are open to walkers with pushchairs or wheelchair or motorised 

scooter users. 
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 Pedestrian only paths pictured on the map are just the main routes through the 

reserve and there are many ways to traverse the terrain otherwise. These areas are 
open to walkers with pushchairs or wheelchair or motorised scooter users only. 

 
* Please note that along the pedestrian only paths and within the fenced areas on Budby 
South Forest it is required you keep dogs on a lead 1 Mar – 31 Aug. The other types of path 
are exempt from this law, but dogs should be kept within sight and recall distance at all 
times. 
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 The perimeter of the reserve using the permissive routes, public bridleways and Sustrans 
Cycle Route 6 is about 6.4 km (3.98 miles). It has mixed surfaces, gradients and can have 
muddy areas and some puddles, especially in winter. 

 
 Some areas of the reserve have gradients, and these have been categorised into: 

Flat - no inclines 
Gentle - slopes between 1:50 to 1:20 (2% to 5%) 

  Moderate - slopes between 1:20 to 1:8 (5% to 12.5%) 
 

 
 

 
Path A 
The permissive route from the entrance at the B6034, past Assarts Field and Seymour 
Grove to the Sustrans Cycle Route 6 is 2.17 km (1.35 miles) 
It is compacted gravel merging to grass and earth as you travel west, with some uneven 
areas. There are often puddles and muddy areas in wet weather. It is a gentle gradient and 
a minimum of 2.0 metres wide.  
 

  
Information board at the main entrance      Path A, section running alongside Assarts Field 
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Path A, section in the middle        Path A, section in the middle 
 
Path B 
The Sustrans Cycle Route 6 from Assarts Wood to the public bridleway north of Pigeon 
Pond is 0.91 km (0.57 miles) 
It is compacted gravel, with some loose areas and is a minimum of 2.5 metres wide. It has a 
gentle slope except for two sections (200 m and 230 m) where it is moderate. There are 
some puddles in very wet weather. 
 
Path C 
The public bridleway from the Sustrans Cycle Route 6 past Pigeon Road plantation to 
Ladysmith plantation is 1.23 km (0.76 miles) 
It is compacted gravel, with some uneven areas with grass and is a minimum of 2.5 metres 
wide. It has a gentle slope except for two sections (30 m and 60 m) where it is moderate. 
 

 
Path C, section in the middle 
 
Path D 
The public bridleway continues from Ladysmith plantation to the junction of the permissive 
route for 0.40 km (0.25 miles) 
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It is compacted gravel, with some uneven areas with grass. It is a gentle gradient and a 
minimum of 2.0 metres wide. It has a gentle slope except for one section (30 m) where it is 
moderate. 
 

 
Path D, section in the middle 
 
Path E 
The permissive route from junction of the bridleway in the north east corner to the main 
entrance at the B6034 is 1.3 km (0.8 miles) 
It is compacted gravel, with some uneven areas with grass and often has puddles in wet 
weather. It is a minimum of 2.5 metres wide, with a gentle slope except for two sections 
(30m and 15 m) where it is moderate. 

 
Path E, section at the south end near the main entrance 
 
Path F 
The public bridleway from Ladysmith Plantation to Assarts Field is 1.08 km (0.66 miles).  
It is a grass and sand surface with some uneven areas and is a minimum of 0.5 metres wide. 
It has a gentle slope except for two sections (50m and 90 m) where it is moderate. There 
are some puddles in wet weather. There is a long-handled bridle gate with two-way latch to 
gain access to/from Paths C and D. 
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Path F, wet section at the northern end     Path F, section looking south down a moderate slope 
 

 
Path F, flatter section in the middle 
 
Path G 
The public footpath from Ladysmith Plantation to Seymour Grove is 1.08 km (0.67 miles).  
It is a grass and sand surface with a gentle slope and is a minimum of 0.5 metres wide. It is 
very uneven in areas and often wet and muddy, especially in winter. 
There is a long-handled bridle gate with and gap of 1.5m and a two-way latch to gain access 
to/from Path C and D. 

  
Access from Path C/D to Path G, via bridle gate     Path G, wet section in the northern half 
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Path G, rutted section in the middle 
 
Other tracks and paths  
The rest of the pedestrian tracks and paths across the reserve are natural surface, (soil, 
grass or sandy) and can be very rough, with a few places having a minimum width of 0.3 m, 
edged with tall heath vegetation. There are no areas of steep gradient and moderate slopes 
are no longer than 50 m. There are barriers along paths that include:  

- Field gates – unlocked (unless they are next to a bridle gate) but require potentially 
awkward/heavy handling to unlatch from standing. Fully open to 4m wide, onto 
rougher ground.  

- Kissing gates – unlocked and closed using a latch on inside of gate bay. Metal circular 
frames are approx. 0.9m diameter, with a gap between gate leaf and gate bay of 
approx. 0.4m. 

- Bridle gates – unlocked and latched on both sides using a long-handled lever. Opens 
to approx. 1.5m gap. 

- Stiles – wooden stiles of two or three steps, approx. 30 cm height between steps.  
- Cattle grids – standard metal grids with approx. 15 cm spacing. 

 
 

  
Access to the heath via cattle grid or latched kissing gate       
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Access to the heath via latched kissing gate or via latched field gate 
 

  
Central pedestrian only path through the reserve      Stile into heath  
 
 
Seating and viewing facilities  
There is one bench on the reserve along the top half of 
Path F, which requires going up a rough step to access 
it. There are no viewing screens or hides on the reserve. 
 
 
Signage 
There are 6 information boards at the main pedestrian 
entrances to the reserve. They contain information 
about the reserve and a map for orientation. 
 
At the entrance points and most of the access points 
into the grazing areas there are ‘notice planks’ which 
often have posters or signs containing seasonal 
information about livestock, wildlife, dogs, events etc. 
 Notice Plank with summer signage 
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Dogs 
Registered assistance dogs are welcome. Other dogs must be kept on a lead from 1 March - 
31 August, and under close control at all other times 
 
 
Toilets and baby changing facilities 
The nearest public toilets, including accessible and baby-changing facilities, are at 
Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre. 
 
 
Catering 
The nearest refreshments, including hot food, are at Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre. 
 

 


