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RSPB Arne covers more than 565 hectares of the Arne peninsular in the Isle of 

Purbeck in Dorset and is a haven for wildlife and a wide range of flora and 

fauna. The main attractions are:  

• The RSPB Arne nature reserve  

• Wildlife and many different bird species  

• Different habitats  

• The bird hides  

The reserve is open at all times. The Welcome Hut is open from 9:30am - 4.30pm.   

The phone number of the helpdesk at the Welcome Hut is 01929 553360.   

The phone number for the shop and café is 01929 557828. 

Dress for the weather and wear good shoes for walking.   

Dogs must be kept on a short lead at all times.   

Arne is a wildlife reserve, so if you can keep quiet you may see some amazing 
wildlife.  

Download a copy of the trail map from the website to accompany this guide.   

  2     General Information 
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 Getting There  
You can get to RSPB Arne by 
bus, on foot, car, or by riding a 
bicycle.   

RSPB Arne’s address is:   

Arne Road,   

Wareham,   

BH20 5BJ.   

 

 

Get directions on the RSPB Arne website below. 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/arne/  

 

By Bus: The Purbeck Breezer number 40 stops at Stoborough Green. From the 

bus stop it is 3 miles to walk to Arne. Head along New Road for 0.4 miles, then 

turn right onto Arne Road. RSPB Arne is 3 miles along this road. 

By Car: from Wareham town centre, 

head south over the causeway to 

Stoborough. Travel through  

Stoborough, turn left onto New Road, 

signposted for Arne. Turn right at the 

crossroads in the village of Ridge, 

follow the road for approximately 3 
miles to Arne. The car park is to the 

right of the entrance sign. There is also 

overflow car parking in an adjacent field which is opened if needed.  
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The car park is open all year round, from 8.30am – 10pm between 1st of April 

and 31st of October, and 8:30am-6pm between the 1st November and 31st 

March.  

Out of hours (before 9:00am and after 4:30), car parking charges apply for non-

members of the RSPB. This is £5 per vehicle (inc. motorbikes), with blue badge 

holders and cyclists free. 

 

By Bike: RSPB Arne can be accessed by bike using the road. It also deviates 1.2 
miles off the well-used cycle route, the Sustran’s 
route 2, which makes for a more pleasant cycle.  

In the main carpark there are several racks to 

secure your bike next to the welcome hut. There 

are also some racks by the shop and café.  

Entrance for cyclists is free, but a donation is 

suggested.  

The bridleway (which starts at the top of Arne 

village) leads to Shipstal beach is also 

accessible by bike. There are also further bike racks at the beach.  

 

Blue Badge Holders: Arne has 5 spaces for 

blue badge  holders (in the overflow car park), 

and 2 general accessible  spaces in the main 

car park. There is also an accessible car park 

with 4 spaces further into the reserve for those 

with access needs. Temporary permits for this 

car park can be obtained at the welcome 

hut.  

Accessible parking 

is also available at 

the shop and 

café, where there 

are 3 spaces 

available.  

Entrance for blue badge holders is free, but 
we ask that you please display your badge clearly in your windscreen.   
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Arne Welcome Hut 

At the end of the main car park is the Welcome 

Hut, where you can pick up a trail map and get 

advice on the different paths around the 

reserve. 

The welcome hut is open daily 9am-4:30pm and 

is where you pay your entrance fee or show your 

membership cards. 

  

RSPB Arne Shop and Café  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrance Charges  

Non-Members-Entrance charges apply  

Adults-£5 

Children (5-17)-£2.50 

Under 5’s-Free 

  

RSPB Members-Free 

Please show your membership card to the team at the Welcome Hut on your 

arrival. Out of hours, please display your membership card clearly in your 

dashboard.  

Café  
The café offers a range of freshy made food including soup, pastries and 

cakes. There is also a wide selection of hot and cold drinks.  

Vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options are available but please ask  

about specific dietary requirements if you are unsure and the staff will be 

happy to help.  

Shop  
The shop is situated next to the café and stocks a range of bird food, 

nature books and gifts. You can also buy or hire binoculars here if you wish.  

The café and shop are open daily from 9:30am-4:30pm.  

Accessibility   
The shop and café both have step-free access, with non-slip flooring, 

good levels of lighting and handrails. Staff are available to assist in the 

shop. There are several steps to exit and enter the café or alternatively 

there is ramp access opposite these steps. The paths from the main car 

park to the shop and café are on a slope so it is advised that those with 

limited mobility wishing to visit the shop and café park in the accessible 

parking spaces next to the café.  
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Facilities  
 

Seating and picnic areas  

There is some uncovered and covered outdoor seating in the café gardens as 

well as indoor seating. Please note that the seating inside the café and directly 

outside on the terrace is specifically for customers who have bought food or 

drinks from the café.  

Customers are welcome to use the 

picnic seating in the café gardens 

(grassy area) if they have bought their 

own food. Visitors are reminded to 

please take all their rubbish home with 

them or dispose of it in the appropriate 

bins.  

There are also benches situated around 

the reserve should you need to sit down during your walk.  

 

Toilets  

There are two accessible toilets with baby 

changing facilities and two unisex toilets in the 

café and shop building.  

There are also 

toilets just off the 

main car park, 

please ask at the 

welcome hut for 

directions if you 

are unsure.   

These toilets are open from 9:30am-4:30pm daily.  
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Dogs on the reserve  
Dogs are allowed on the reserve, on the Shipstal trails an on Coombe Heath. 

Unfortunately, dogs are not permitted on 

Hyde’s Heath trails. They must be kept on 

a short lead (less than 2m) at all times 

due to the sensitive habitat and wildlife.   

There are no dog waste bins on the 

reserve. The nearest dog waste bin is at 

Sunnyside Farm, 2.5 miles down Arne 

Road at the edge of Ridge village.  

 

Getting around 
 At RSPB Arne there is the option to 

hire an all-terrain motorised scooter 

called a ‘tramper’. These trampers 

can be used on most of the paths 

around the reserve.  

The Tramper can be hired online 

from the Countryside Mobility 

scheme. For information on the 

scheme and becoming a member, 

visit the Countryside 

Mobility Website 

below . 

https://countrysidemobility.org/  

You are advised to book the  
Tramper in advance of your visit. 
This is best done on the Countryside 
Mobility website, or via the RSPB 
Arne email address:  
TramperHireArne@rspb.org.uk  
 

To hire a tramper, you must:  

 be a member of the Countryside 

Mobility Scheme.  

This can be done prior to your visit on their 

website or at RSPB Arne on your arrival.  

 You must be aged 14 or above and all 

tramper users must be accompanied 

by someone over 18.  

Please note: you do not have to be a blue 

badge holder to hire a tramper.  
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The Trails  
The reserve is divided into three main areas: Shipstal trails, Coombe Heath trails 
and Hyde’s Heath trails, with many different paths within them (Take a look at the 
map provided on site).  

Shipstal Trails 
The shipstal trails are the footpaths that take you 

towards the north of the reserve. The trails pass 

through many types of habitat, including lowland 

heathland, ancient oak woodland, birch forest, 

grassland, saltmarsh, sandy beach and open 

water.  

The trails are well signposted and colour coded depending on the length of 

walk that you want to do, so it is easy to navigate. Most of the paths are levels 

with even terrain although this could vary 

depending on the weather conditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of some of the habitats 
you will encounter on the Shipstal 
trails.  

Ancient Oak Woodland 

Sandy Beach 

Lowland Heath 
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At the north end of Shipstal trail, there 

is an enclosed, double-decker Bird 

Hide.   

Hides are built so that visitors can 

observe birds and wildlife from a quiet 

space, where they’re less likely to be 

detected by the wildlife.  

There are pictures of the different 

wildlife you may be able to spot from 

the hide on the walls.  

Please be respectful of other hide 

users when in the hide and remain as 

quiet as possible to have a chance at 

seeing some of the wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

.  

  

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

Shipstal Hill Viewpoint 

On Shipstal Hill there is viewpoint where you can 

see views of Poole Harbour.  

There are handrailed, shallow steps leading up to 

the viewpoint and a bench at the top where you 

can relax and admire the view.   
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 Coombe Trails  

The Coombe trails are to the south 

of the reserve, with views of the 

Purbeck Hills and Corfe Castle. This 

is the quieter side of the reserve 

and is predominantly lowland 

heath.   

There are 2 different trails, Coombe Heath 

trail and the Raptor trail. 

The Coombe Heath trail is the best spot to 

watch the resident Dartford Warblers, and 

in the winter the Middlebere Channel fills up 

with thousands of waders and wildfowl. 

 

Hyde’s Heath Trails 
Hyde’s Heath is a former pine plantation and is being restored back to natural 

heathland. It has a circular route which you can follow with views towards the 

Wareham channel and Wareham Town.  

Hyde’s Heath is opposite to Coombe 

Heath and can be accessed from 

Coombe Heath by crossing the road.  

Wildlife you may spot here could be 

Dartford warblers, stone chats and 

lizards! 

For more information on the type of 
birds and wildlife you will see, visit the 
website.  

 

Dartford Warbler 
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We hope you enjoy your visit to 
RSPB Arne! 

 

For more information about Heritage 
Ability, visit www.heritageability.org  

 

 

Delivered by disability charity Living Options Devon, registered 
charity no.1102489  

 

 

 

 

If you have any further enquiries about your visit, please contact the reserve 

using one of the methods below.  

Email: arne@rspb.org.uk 

Telephone (shop and café): 01929 557 828 

Telephone (administration): 01929 553 360 

 

You can also find us on social media! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@HeritageAbility           #AccessibilityMatters 

@rspbarne 
https://www.facebook

.com/RSPBArne/posts/

2952918681661574  


