
This access statement does not contain personal opinions as to our suitability for 
those with access needs but aims to accurately describe the facilities and services 

that we offer all our guests/visitors. 

Access Statement for RSPB Lake Vyrnwy 

Introduction 

Covering over 100 square kilometers, the picturesque Lake Vyrnwy 
forms the centerpiece to this flagship reserve, encircled by woodland 
with distant mountains beyond. Above the woodland there is high 
moorland with heathland, blanket bog and damp pasture, completing a 
diverse array of habitats with a great variety of wildlife, with local cafes 
and public toilets just a short walk away. 
There are 6 nature trails, 3 hides (one with wheelchair access) on the 
reserve. 
The following are also available on site: free parking (will be changing in 
early 2022) ; picnic tables; cycle hire, water sports centre,, cafe, village 
shop; B&B's; caravan parks and a 4-star hotel. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. If you have any queries or require 
any assistance, please phone 01691-870278 or email 
vyrnwy@rspb.org.uk. 

Pre-Arrival 

• For directions of how to reach us please see the 'How to get here' 
section of our website, which also has a link for sat navs that can 
accept POI files. 

• The nearest railway station is Welshpool, more than 20 miles 
away. Taxi's are not readily available at the station and must be 
booked in advance; see Contact Information for more details. 



• Bus services are very infrequent to this rural location, with only one 
bus service from Oswestry to Lake Vyrnwy on a Wednesday 
afternoon each week. 

• All dogs are welcome, but we do ask them to be always kept on a 
lead. 

  

Car Parking Facilities and Arrival 

• There are various parking options available throughout the site. 
These are provided and maintained by Hafren Dyfrdwy. The 
nearest car park is 160m from the RSPB office and is surfaced 
with tarmac. This Coed y Capel car park has several blue badge 
parking spaces. There is a slight slope across the car park. New 
road/car parking lines are needed to help visitors park with enough 
space for disabled to access vehicles.    

• Other parking areas, lay-bys and pull-ins have a range of surfaces 
including gravel, compacted earth, and tarmac. There is no charge 
for parking. This is being discussed and could be changing in 
future. 

• There is a designated Coach Parking area that can accommodate 
two 52-seater coaches. 

 

 Nature Trails 

• The reserve has 6 nature trails, and a sculpture park, all of which 
vary in length and are of a mixed habitat. The sculpture park is the 
only one accessible to wheelchairs. 

• All trails are clearly signposted. 

• 5 trails can be followed: 

• The green trail (Rhiwargor Trail) covers 2 miles (or 3.2km) as a 
circular and can take 45 minutes to 60 minutes. Includes mountain 
views and a spectacular waterfall. Mainly grass tracks with no 
steep climbs but does include a stream crossing 
using steppingstones, style and two kissing gates. 

• The purple trail (Ty-Uchaf Trail) covers 5 miles (or 8km) as a 
circular and can take 2.5hrs to 3hrs. Mainly forest track with roads 
and relatively steep inclines. Great views of the lake. 

• The Red Trail (Llechwedd Du walk) covers 7 miles (or 11km) as a 
circular and can take 3hrs to 3.5hrs. Mainly forestry track taking 



you through clearings with gentle inclines, except for one steep 
boggy section. This Trail is currently unavailable due to felling. 

• The Yellow Trail (Grwn-oer walk) covers 1.3 miles (or 2.2km) as a 
circular and can take 30 minutes to 45 minutes. A stroll that takes 
you through the woodlands and along the river and has one steep 
incline, with style. 

• The Blue Trail (Craig Garth Bwlch walk) covers 3 miles (or 5km) as 
a circular and can take 1.5hrs to 2hrs. Mainly forestry track and 
lanes with some open farmland and two strenuous climbs. 

• The Campbell Trail is a newly developed trail located just of the 
Blue trail as an off shoot with views of the dam and Lake. Not 
accessible via wheelchair. 1 mile from Coed Y Capel parking.  

  

Bird Viewing Facilities 

• Cuddfan Coed y Capel - Coed y Capel hide is accessible to 
wheelchair users from the car park near the visitor centre; there 
are excellent views over woodland and bird-feeders. 

• Cuddfan Glan y Llyn, Lakeside hide – 68m of uneven rocky path 
from the off-road parking area to the hide itself, which overlooks 
the lake. Not recommended for wheelchair users. 

• Cuddfan y Canmlwyddiant - Centenary Hide - From the nearest 
car park, 600m of meandering woodland trail over fairly 
level ground. Accessible to wheelchair users with help. Ramp into 
hide and wheelchair accessible viewing slots and seating.  

 

 

 

 

 



Play park 

•        There is a children’s playpark with a range of features around 
250m from Artisans Cafe, between the lower car park and the 
river. It can be accessed by a sloping path with steps or along a 
tarmac road. 

•        The play park is accessed by a short footbridge which is wide 
enough for wheelchairs but the park itself is grass-covered and 
can get muddy. 

 

Public Toilets 

• Public toilets are provided on site by Hafren Dyfrdwy. There are 
two accessible toilets, one located in the main toilet block at the 
western end of the dam, open at all times, and operated using a 
RADAR key. The other is within the Hafren Dyfrdwy Experience 
building this is currently out of use due to covid guidelines. But 
should be available early 2022. 

 

Catering 

• RSPB do not provide catering facilities at this location, but there is 
a local café Artisans. A four-star hotel is situated a 1/4 mile up the 
road and the village shop, which also provides hot meals to take 
away, is situated just one mile down the road. 

  

Education Centre / Classrooms 

• The classroom is situated within the Hafren Dyfrdwy Experience 
building with level entry from the outside. There are manual doors, 
each 860mm wide. 

• There is step free, level access throughout. 



• Furniture can be re-arranged giving ample room within the 
classroom for a large wheelchair to maneuver and turn. 

• The floor surface is non-slip vinyl. 

• The area is evenly and well-lit with fluorescent tube overhead 
lighting. 

  

Picnic Area 

• There are 5 main picnic sites as follows: 

• Old Village car Park – Wide, level access from the car park. There 
are two picnic tables, one of which is designed for a wheelchair 
user. 

• Sculpture Park - 2 picnic tables (none adapted for wheelchair 
users). Wide, level access from the sculpture park car park. 

• Triangular Green by the Craft Centre - 3 picnic tables with wide, 
level access from the car park. 

• Llechwedd Du - All the picnic tables are accessed via steps or a 
ramp with or without handrails and the tables themselves are 
adapted for wheelchair users. 

• Rhiwargor Waterfall car park – 1 picnic table (standard), accessed 
by steep grassy hill and therefore not accessible for wheelchair 
users. 

 

  
 
Additional Information 

• The Hafren Dyfrdwy Experience Building includes a small cinema 
with a ten-minute informational film on a constant loop. It plays for 
ten minutes in English with Welsh subtitles, then 10 minutes in 
Welsh with English subtitles. 

  



Future Plans 

•         We are currently in the development phase of a Community 
Lottery Project, in which we are planning to greatly improve the 
visitor experience, community engagement and volunteering 
opportunities at Lake Vyrnwy. Priority is improving accessibility via 
volunteer work. Watch this space ... we’ll keep you updated as the 
project progresses. 

Contact Information 

Address (Inc 
postcode): 

RSPB Bryn Awel Llanwddyn Oswestry Shropshire SY10 0LZ 

Telephone: 01691-870278 

Email: vyrnwy@rspb.org.uk 

Website: http://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/l/lakevyrnwy/index.aspx 

Grid Reference: SJ016192 

Local Equipment Hire: Binoculars (£5-£7). 

Local Accessible Taxi: MC2 - Welshpool 01938 552277 Powys 

Local Public 
Transport: 

Very limited. Nearest railway station Welshpool - 20 miles 

 


