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This access statement does not contain personal 
opinions as to our suitability for those with access 
needs, but aims to accurately describe the facilities and 
services that we offer all our guests/visitors. 

Access Statement for RSPB Lochwinnoch  

Introduction 

Located close by to the centres of Paisley and Glasgow, RSPB 
Lochwinnoch is a wetland reserve with trails that mainly pass through 
woodland/reedbed habitats. Nature highlights include wintering ducks 
and swans, wild flowers and autumn walks. The reserve is situated at 
the bottom of a hill from one direction and opens onto flat land in the 
other direction. Reserve visitor centre and car park are both on a flat 
surface. There is ramp access to the visitor centre, with a wide door 
to enter by and an accessible toilet with ramp access which is located 
on the side of the main visitor area.  

We look forward to welcoming you. If you have any queries or require 
any assistance please phone 01505 842663 or email 
lochwinnoch@rspb.org.uk.  

Further details about our site is available on our website 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/lochwinnoch    

Pre-Arrival 

 The nearest railway station to the reserve is Lochwinnoch railway 
station, which is immediately opposite the reserve. Regular trains 
arrive here from Glasgow and Ardrossan. From Glasgow, visitors 
must cross a footbridge over the railway lines to reach the reserve. 
There is a path from the railway platforms to the reserve which is 
mostly flat and a pedestrian crossing to cross the road and enter 
the reserve.  

 The car park is located right next to the main road. A wide path 
leads alongside the main road to the visitor centre and car park, 
allowing access to the reserve from the railway station in one 
direction and Lochwinnoch village in the other.  

mailto:lochwinnoch@rspb.org.uk
http://www.rspb.org.uk/lochwinnoch
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 The visitor centre is open daily from 10am to 5pm (except for the 
25th and 26th of December and the 1st and 2nd of January). The 
trails and hides are open at all times.  

 Entrance to the visitor centre is free. There is a small entry fee to 
the trails for non-RSPB members (adults £2, families £4, 
concessions £1and children 50p).  

Car Parking Facilities and Arrival 

 There is no parking charge.  
 25-30 parking spaces and 3 Blue Badge parking spaces which are 

20m from the main entrance to the visitor centre.  
 The car park surface is firm, level and gravel with some potholes  
 From the car park, a level and firm bricked path (at the same level 

as the car park) leads to the main entrance of the visitor centre. 
The distance from the car park to the main entrance is 20m.  

 There is no lighting in the car park. A floodlight illuminates the 
main entrance to the visitor centre. 

 There is no dedicated drop-off area, though people can be 
dropped off at the path that leads to the main entrance.  

 The visitor centre main entrance is accessed by stairs or a ramp. 
Two steps with no handrail lead to the entrance.  The ramp has 
handrails on both sides. The entrance has 2 doors opended 
manually and outwards with an opening width of 700mm.  

 The Tower entrance into the visitor centre is located immediately 
right of the main entrance and uses the same steps and ramp. The 
door is manually opened and opens outwards with an opening 
width of 1030mm.  

 The shop side entrance is located on the right hand side of the 
visitor centre (as viewed from the car park) and enters directly into 
the gift shop. A firm and level gravel path leads up to the door. 
Access is made by walking up 4 steps, there is no ramp. There is 
a handrail on the right hand side of the steps. The door is 
manually opened and opens outwards with an opening width of 
660mm.  

 The fourth entrance to the visitor centre is located on the left side 
of the building (as viewed from the car park), past the disabled 
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toilet on the way to the photo hide. Access to this entrance is by a 
concrete path and ramp. The ramp has handrails on both sides 
(though the handrails do not start until halfway up the ramp). The 
door is manually opened and opens outwards with an opening 
width of 780mm.  

Visitor Centre 

 The main entrance and counter area are on the ground floor of 
visitor centre, accessible by any of the 4 entrances. There is a 
low counter, though this is currently being used to display 
membership items so is not available at present. 

 Chairs are available in main area of visitor centre, with more 
available form the volunteers room/educational classroom as 
required.  

 The main area of the visitor centre is fairly evenly lit by a 
combination of fluorescent tubes and spotlights, though it is 
slightly darker near the toilets.   

 2/3 fixed telescopes of adjustable height are available for use, 
giving views over the Aird Meadow and Aird Meadow Loch. 

 Staff members/volunteers always on hand to provide 
assistance.  

 1 manual push wheelchair available 
 Binoculars, pond dipping/minibeast hunting equipment and 

other childrens' activities available (some incur a slight charge 
for non-RSPB members).  

 Information about reserve, upcoming events and wildlife can be 
found on display boards, in leaflets, on a TV screen and a PC, 
or by talking to a mimber of staff/volunteer.  

  



Page 4 of 8 – Version August 2013 

 

Nature Trails 

 A reserve map showing the 2 trails is available in leaflet form 
from the visitor centre, or can be downloaded from the RSPB 
Lochwinnoch website.  

 The 2 nature trails present on the reserve, the Aird Meadow 
Trail and the Dubbs Water Trail. Both trails are flat with no 
significant inclines. The beginnings of each trail are signposted, 
though there is no signage further along the routes. There are 
no gates or stiles to negotiate on either trail. No staff are usually 
on the trails to provide assistance. Both trails are prone to 
flooding in places after heavy rainfall.  

o The Aird Meadow Trail is a 0.7 mile/1.2km linear route 
which will take approximately 25 minutes to walk to the 
end. Return to the visitor centre is by retracing your steps 
along the trail. The path surface is composed mainly of 
gravel and is fairly firm, though it can be quite muddy in 
places. There are 3 dedicated viewing areas/hides on the 
trail, located 160m, 500m and 1200m from the visitor 
centre respectively. Benches are found every 100-150m 
along the first half of the trail. After the Aird Meadow Hide 
at the half way mark though, there is not another bench 
until the end of the trail is reached. From the visitor centre 
to the Aird Meadow Hide, the path is wide enough for 2 
wheelchairs to pass each other. After this the path 
narrows, though there are some wider spaces where 
passing is possible.  

o The Dubbs Water Trail is a 0.3 mile/430 m linear route 
which takes approximately 15 minutes to walk to the end 
of. Return to the visitor centre is by retracing your steps 
along the trail. The path is composed of gravel and is 
fairly firm, though can be quite muddy in places. There is 
one viewpoint at the end of the trail and one bench on the 
trail which is 200m away from the visitor centre. The 
Dubbs Water Trail is not wide enough to allow 2 
wheelchairs to pass.  
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Viewing Facilities 

There are 2 hides, 1 screen and 1 viewing tower  

 The Aird Meadow Hide is on the Aird Meadow Trail, 500m from 
the visitor centre. There is level access into the hide from the 
trail on a gravel path. The door into the hide is opened by a 
lever handle. The door opening width is 1020mm. Inside, the 
hide is level throughout with fixed benches. There is a low 
opening flap and dedicated space for wheelchair users. The 
viewing slots are mostly open and covered by wooden flaps. 
These are opened/closed by catches and if sitting on the fixed 
benches, can be operated from a seated position. There are 
laminated information boards displaying a copy of the reserve 
map and pictures of birds that can be commonly seen from the 
hide.  

 The Photo Hide is located next to the visitor centre. From main 
entrance of visitor centre, turn right and follow to end of visitor 
centre building. Before entering the Dubbs Water Trail, turn 
right and the sign for the photo hide can be clearly seen. 
Access to this hide is over a mix of gravel path and pavement 
slabs. There is a gate with a catch handle to enter the hide 
area, which is 800mm wide. The door into the hide itself is 
located 5m beyond this and is 690mm wide with a catch 
handle. Inside, the hide is level throughout with moveable 
seating. Wheelchair users can access the viewing slots. The 
viewing slots are open and covered by wooden flaps which are 
opened/closed by catches. This can be done from a seated 
position. There are no information boards in the hide.  

 The Tower Observation Area is located upstairs in the visitor 
centre. There is no lift access and entry to the tower can only 
be made by walking up 23 steps. Entrance to the tower is via 
manually opened double doors in the visitor centre. In the 
tower, the floor is carpeted and level throughout. There is no 
seating, though there is a kneeling/standing platform for 
children to use. All viewing slots are glazed and can be opened 
via handle. They can also be secured open to allow a better 
view, though this is not possible from a seated position. Gloss 
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finish boards display local wildlife and history information. Also 
available in the tower are some children’s' books and activities.  

 The Viewing Screen is located on the Aird Meadow Trail, 160m 
from the visitor centre and gives views of birds on feeders in a 
woodland setting. There is level access to the screen via a 
gravel path which comes off of the main trail. The screen area 
is level throughout, though there is no seating. Wheelchairs can 
access the screen. There are open viewing slots with no 
wooden flaps. Some of these are low enough to allow viewing 
from a seated position, or for children to use. There are no info 
boards at the screen.  

 As well as the mentioned viewing facilities, there are also 
viewpoints at the end of each trail.  

Public Toilets 

 Toilets are available during visitor centre opening hours (10am - 
5pm). Male and female toilets are accessed from inside the 
visitor centre.  

 An accessible toilet is provided with a ramp located 10m away 
from the main entrance of the visitor centre.  The door width of 
the disabled toilet is 960mm and there is a clear space on the 
left of WC for wheelchair users. The seat height of the WC is 
420mm and handrails are located to the left, right and rear of 
the WC. There is a red alarm cord, which can be used to alert 
others if assistance is required. The fire alarm in the disabled 
WC is audio only. Taps in the disabled WC have lever handles. 

 Baby changing facilities are located in the disabled WC. The 
height of these may be awkward to use from a seated position.  

Catering 

 There is no onsite cafe. Nearby places to purchase food and 
drink include The Hungry Monk (0.3 miles away), The Junction, 
Lochwinnoch village (0.7 miles away) and La Dolce Vita, 
Lochwinnoch village (0.7 miles away).  

 Onsite refreshments are available from a drinks machine 
providing tea, coffee and hot chocolate. This can be used from 
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a seated position, though assistance can be given as required. 
A range of snacks and cold drinks can also be purchased.  

Shop 

 Situated on the ground floor of the visitor centre. There is direct 
access to this from the main visitor reception/viewing area.  

 The layout is level throughout with spaces between fixtures to 
allow for wheelchair/pushchair access.  

 Floor surface is carpeted.  
 The shop is well lit by a combination of fluorescent tubes and 

ceiling spotlights.  
 No background music plays in the shop, though there is a TV 

screen in the corner, which plays promotional DVD's.  
 Display rack heights range from 500mm to 2100mm. Some of 

these are not easy to reach from a seated position, though 
assistance is available to reach items as required.  

Education Centre / Classrooms 

 Classroom is located in visitor centre with level access from the 
main visitor reception area. The door into the classroom is 
manually operated and is 870mm wide.  

 The layout is level throughout, with tables and chairs that can 
be moved around to suit specific group/individual requirements.  

 Floor surface is carpeted.  
 The room is evenly lit by fluorescent bulbs and ceiling 

spotlights.  
 Some clear, printed information and pictures of common local 

birds is displayed on one wall.  

Picnic Area 

 Picnic area located outside the main entrance of the visitor 
centre, next to the car park. 

 There are 4 tables with fixed benches present. There are no 
specific spaces for wheelchair users at these tables. However, 
wheelchair users are able to access the ends of the tables.  
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 Visitors can bring their own food and drink.  

Contact Information 

Address (Inc postcode):  RSPB Lochwinnoch Largs Road 
Lochwinnoch Renfrewshire PA12 4JF 

Telephone:  01505 842663 

Email:  lochwinnoch@rspb.org.uk 

Website:  www.rspb.org.uk/lochwinnoch 

Grid Reference:  NS358580 

Hours Of Operation:  10am - 5pm  

Local Public Transport:  Lochwinnoch Railway Station - directly 
opposite reserve  

 


