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Finding your way around
Rathlin Island

To discover what makes 
Rathlin Island such a special 
place for nature, start 
exploring today.

There are a total of seven 
trails criss-crossing the 
island, and full details can 
be found at walkni.com 

Many of these routes  
will take you off-road,  
so remember to wear 
comfortable walking  
shoes and bring plenty  
of water.

Enjoy your day!

Roonivoolin trail
The Roonivoolin trail leads you on  
a three-mile trip, from Church Bay 
towards the southern end of the 
island and back again. Allow at  
least three hours to enjoy it fully.

As you wander along the trail, keep a 
lookout for seals lounging in Mill Bay, 
and oystercatchers and ringed plovers 
scurrying along the stony beaches.  

Once you get to Roonivoolin (which 
means “point of the gulls”) stop a-while 
to enjoy the fantastic views, but don’t 
forget to look skywards – buzzards, 
choughs, skylarks and lapwings may 
well be flying overhead. 
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Look for choughs along  
the Roonivoolin trail

Beautiful heath spotted  
orchids bloom in summer
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For more information on the accessibility 
of RSPB Rathlin Island, please visit 
rspb.org.uk/rathlinisland

The RSPB is helping to give nature a 
home on Rathlin Island by managing the 
Roonivoolin Trail, Knockans viewpoint, 
Craigmacagan and the Seabird Centre. 
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Take in the sights, 
sounds and smells 
of Northern Ireland’s 
largest seabird colony. Listen for the “chow” 

call of choughs as 
they wheel high above 
Knockans viewpoint.

Watch seals 
soaking up 
the sun in 
the harbour

Keep your eyes 
peeled for Irish 
hares lolloping in 
the fields along the 
Roonivoolin trail.

West Light trail
This four-mile trail will take you  
to the West Light Seabird Centre, 
home to Northern Ireland’s largest 
seabird colony. It takes about four 
hours to walk there and back.

On the way, look for Knockans 
viewpoint, where you may spot  
Northern Ireland’s only pair of breeding 
choughs. Further along, you will pass 
through Kebble Nature Reserve, which  
is home to birds such as snipe and 
grebes, as well as peregrine falcons. 

This trail is over rough terrain,  
and is uphill on the outward journey,  
so please bear this in mind. 


