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Take part with us
How to get hereTop things to do 

In this area…

RSPB Winterbourne Downs nature 
reserve, a working Wiltshire farm 
set in the rolling chalk country, is 
home to a wealth of wildlife. Former 
arable fields are being transformed 
into flower-filled chalk grasslands, 
rich in butterflies and birds.

In the spring the wildflower meadows are 
scattered with nodding yellow cowslips, before 
summer brings a wonderful display of colourful 
downland plants, alive with buzzing insects. It is 
the perfect summer habitat for chalk grassland 
butterflies, which you can watch flitting from 
flower to flower as they sip nectar.

As you wander the nature trails, look for farmland 
birds, such as yellowhammers, linnets and grey 
partridges, and listen for the jangling songs of 
corn buntings. The reserve is a sanctuary for the 
rare and secretive stone-curlew. Head along to our 
viewing screen and see if you can spot one!

In winter, our wild bird seed plot acts as a giant bird 
table and is a lifeline for small birds. Our berry-laden 
hedgerows are full of blackbirds, fieldfares and 
redwings. Look skywards and you could see 
kestrels, buzzards, red kites or even peregrines.

Events
Discover more about the amazing wildlife at 
Winterbourne Downs by joining one of our events. 
Visit rspb.org.uk/winterbournedowns

Get involved
Please ask how you can volunteer with us, and help 
give nature a home at your local RSPB reserve.

Nearest town: Amesbury
By train: The nearest train stations are at Grateley 
(5 miles) and Salisbury (10 miles).

By bus: The bus service from Salisbury to 
Tidworth stops at Newton Tony. From there it is  
a five minute walk to the reserve entrance.

By bike: Bike racks are provided in the  
reserve car park.

By car: From Salisbury, turn right off the A338 at 
Allington, follow the road for approximately a mile, 
the reserve entrance is at the top of the hill on  
the left. 

From Cholderton, turn left off the A388 to Newton 
Tony, turn right after the pub, the reserve entrance 
is at the top of the hill on the right.

Opening times
The reserve is open daily from dawn to dusk 
except for the summer solstice when the car park 
is closed.

Admission charges
Entry to the reserve is free.

RSPB Winterbourne Downs  
nature reserve
RSPB Manor Farm, Newton Tony, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, SP4 0HA 
Tel: 01980 629835 
E-mail: info.wiltshirereserves@rspb.org.uk
rspb.org.uk/winterbournedowns

Spring/summer
A busy time for nature and a  
great time for you to explore.

Listen to skylarks as they burst into song 
overhead, and try to spot them high in the sky!

Enjoy the rainbow of colours and the buzz 
of insects while you meander through the 
wildflower meadows.

Look out for butterflies along the chalk bank 
and see how many different ones you can find.

Relax with a picnic and take in the stunning 
views of the rolling chalk countryside.

Watch for elusive stone-curlews at our  
viewing screen.

Autumn/winter
Five things not to miss  
during the chillier months.

Listen for the chatter of redwings and 
fieldfares as they gorge on winter berries.

Watch flocks of finches and buntings feeding 
on our specially-grown wild bird seed mixture.

Enjoy views of the Winterbourne twisting 
through the reserve valley. This section of the 
river only rises in the winter.

Look for brown hares, roe deer and lapwings 
feeding in the open fields.

Watch the skies for buzzards, red kites, 
sparrowhawks and maybe even peregrines.

Other local attractions: 

National Trust Figsbury Ring 
Tel: 01672 539167 (8.5 miles)
Neolithic and Iron age site rich in wildlife.

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Devenish Reserve 
Tel: 01380 725670 (9 miles)
A wonderful mix of young woodland, mature 
beeches, chalk downland and meadow.

RSPB Garston Wood, Shaftesbury
Tel: 01929 553360 (23 miles)
Ancient wood carpeted in spring bluebells, full  
of wildlife and a great place for a peaceful walk.
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Helping to give nature a home

Wild flowers, birds, 
bees, butterflies and 
more. A lovely way 
to spend a day.  
Roy, Salisbury.

Amazing wildlife  
on a working farm

Meander 
through 
colourful 
wildflower 
meadows

Enjoy a 
scenic 
farmland 
walk

Discover a 
landscape 
full of 
beautiful 
butterflies
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The RSPB is the country’s largest nature conservation 
charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. 

Winterbourne
Downs nature  

reserve
Save our Magnificent Meadows: the UK’s largest 
partnership project transforming the fortunes of 
our vanishing wildflower meadows, grasslands and 
wildlife. Led by Plantlife, the partnership is made 
up of 11 organisations, including the RSPB and is 
primarily funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

•  Giving people all over the UK the chance to visit, 
enjoy and learn about our wildflower meadows 
and grasslands.

•  Raising awareness of the desperate plight of  
our wildflower meadows and grasslands and 
equipping communities with the knowledge and 
skills to reverse this devastating trend.
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Finding your way around
Winterbourne Downs

To discover what makes RSPB 
Winterbourne Downs such a 
fantastic place for nature, start 
exploring today.

Our trails will take you through some 
very special habitats, where you will 
discover nature and farming thriving 
side by side. 

Long trail
A 2.4 km (1.5 mile) circular walk.  

Allow 90 minutes for this scenic 
walk with amazing downland 
views. Starting in the wildflower 
meadow, the trail will take you 
through the yew woodland and 
past the wild bird seed mixture.  
In winter this acts as a giant bird 
table, attracting hundreds of small 
finches and buntings. Follow the 
trail and you will find yourself in 
another one of our wildflower 
meadows, with lovely views across 
the reserve. Look out for roe deer 
as you follow the footpath.

Short trail
A 1.2 km (0.75 mile) circular walk. 

This lovely circular walk will take  
you 45 minutes and give you the 
opportunity in spring and summer  
to explore the stunning wildflower 
meadow, where you can experience 
the vast array of flowers and insects 
that thrive here. Head over to the 
butterfly bank and see how many 
different butterflies you can find. Walk 
through the old yew woodland and 
then down the disused railway and 
spend some time at the stone-curlew 
viewing screen. If you are lucky from 
spring through to late summer you 
might spot one!

Look for brown hares 
and roe deer. They can 
often be seen feeding 
in the open fields.

Key
Stone-curlew plot

Butterfly bank

Wild bird seed mixture

Disused railway line

Chalk grassland meadow

Arable field

   30 m of meshed trackway provides access for wheelchair users and 
pushchairs into the wildflower meadow adjacent to the car park.

   Please contact us for details of access arrangements for visitors 
with special needs.

   To avoid disturbing wildlife, no dogs are allowed on the permissive 
parts of the nature trail.
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Take a peaceful summer stroll through 
flower-filled fields, gently buzzing with 
the sound of bumblebees; wrap up 
and take a warming winter’s walk and 
listen to the cackle of fieldfares and 
redwings feeding along the 
hedgerows; or simply take in the 
stunning views of the rolling chalk 
countryside while enjoying a picnic.

Enjoy your visit and if you want to find 
out more, why not join us on one of 
our guided walks?

In summer watch 
out for butterflies 
around the specially 
created chalk bank.

Find yellowhammers, 
chaffinches and linnets 
feeding in the wild bird 
seed mixture in winter.

Enjoy a panoramic 
view of the 
reserve from the 
picnic bench.

In winter listen to the 
cackle of fieldfares 
and redwings gorging 
on berries along the 
disused railway line. 

Meander in spring and 
summer through the myriad 
of flowers on our seasonally 
mown footpath.

Woodland

Stone-curlew  
viewing screen

Car park

Bench

Seasonal footpath
Save our Magnificent Meadows

Targeting just under 6,000 hectares of wildflower 
meadows and grasslands in nine strategic landscapes 
across the UK, including RSPB Winterbourne Downs. 
magnificentmeadows.org.uk
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