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Griffon vulture: 
a second vulture-
safe drug has 
been found 
(page 5).

Welcome!

Over to you... 
We love to hear your thoughts on Impact and the projects you support. Please share 
your feedback, stories and pictures that support these projects to impact@rspb.org.uk.

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SCO37654. 
357-0951-18-19. We are a member of BirdLife International, a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give nature a home around the world.
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Jenny Soni, Editor

While many of us look ahead with new beginnings and the future in mind at 
this time of year, with not long until we start to see early signs of spring, it’s 
important we also refl ect on how far we’ve come. 

In this issue of Impact we’re pleased to share the news of a second vulture-
safe drug being identifi ed that will help save more of these magnifi cent birds. 
On Coquet Island we were delighted to see record populations of Arctic 
and common terns, Atlantic puffi ns and kittiwakes. The updated Birds of 
Conservation Concern list helps us to prioritise our efforts by showing which 
species have declined further, but also demonstrates that, with the support of 
people like you, we can turn things around. 

I am new to the team at the RSPB, and it’s been a joy to start my role off 
by bringing you these updates about how your support has made a difference 
towards helping nature thrive. Why not pop on a brew, grab a biscuit and tuck 
into the next 14 pages – I hope you enjoy these stories as much as I have.

There are now 70 Red List bird species that need help. That’s more than 
one in four birds on the Red List of Birds of Conservation Concern. Some of 
our most familiar birds – like the swift and house martin – are at risk. Look 

for the red stamp to fi nd out how your support is helping to save Red-Listed species 
and learn more on page 6. Visit rspb.org.uk and search ‘Red List‘ to see the full list.

RED 
ALERT



RSPB HOPE FARM

In October 2021, the RSPB 
released its full 2020 data 
set on confi rmed incidents 

of raptor persecution in its 
Birdcrime report, which 
highlights the ongoing and 
illegal killing of birds of prey.

The latest report is even 
more shocking than usual. 
There were 137 confi rmed 
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Crops and 
compost 
Hope Farm Manager 
Georgie Bray and team are 
investigating how changes 
in soil management can 
support farmland species.   

Soil is the foundation that helps us 
to grow crops and look after so 
many of the species at the base of 

the food chain in farmland ecosystems. 
Without healthy soils, crops suffer in our 
increasingly unpredictable climate, we 
leave land at higher risk of fl ooding, with 
reduced potential to sequester carbon and 
to provide a diverse ecosystem. However, 
it is only in recent years that soil has been 

incidents in 2020, the highest since the fi rst 
Birdcrime report, in 1990. The rise is largely 
attributable to the unprecedented number 
of incidents detected in England, many 
during the Covid-19 lockdown. 

The highest proportion of confi rmed 
incidents occurred in England; North 
Yorkshire was the number one raptor crime 
blackspot for the seventh consecutive year, 

with 26 incidents.
And these are only the 
incidents we know about 

– based on studies of key 
species, such as golden 
eagles and hen harriers, the 
true number of crimes is 
likely to be far higher. Almost 

two thirds of confi rmed 
incidents were in connection 

with land being managed for 

Birdcrime 
report
Our latest report on the 
illegal killing of birds of prey 
reveals the worst year on 
record. Investigations Liaison 
Offi cer Jenny Shelton 
unpacks the bad news and 
what we’re doing about it. ➜ FIND OUT MORE

Read the report here: bit.ly/wild-bird-crime

seen as more than just a medium to 
grow food by so many. 

In recognising the importance of soils 
in farmland ecosystems, we have started 
to focus more of our research on soil. 
Cover crops and applying organic matter 
are two ways we can improve our soils. 
We wanted to look at these under the 
microscope, with an eye on crops, soil 
health and biodiversity. 

Thanks to the help of supporters, we 
have investigated the impact of cover 
crops and compost on worms, birds, 
above-ground invertebrates, soil and 
crops for over fi ve years. This longer-term 
analysis is necessary as changes take time 
to realise in these kinds of systems. 

We have found that worms and above-
ground invertebrates can benefi t, with 
positive changes to the soil and crop 
yields in some circumstances. Having 
more insects above ground could also 
mean more food for birds. As well as 
insectivorous birds like skylarks, 

pipit, and partridge, we have seen birds 
that typically feed on seeds overwinter 
using the cover crops. So these birds 
may feed on insects if they are available 
in the winter, as they do in the summer. 
This unearths yet more questions about 
how these habitats may deliver for nature.

What’s next?
We want to learn more about the impacts 
for different functional avian species 
groups. Yellowhammers have used the 
cover crops, but tend to feed on seed over 
winter – so are they feeding on insects 
instead, and are some cover crop species 
better at providing these habitats than 
others? There are also indications that 
cultivations negatively impact the value 
of cover crops for birds, and this requires 
further investigation. We look forward to 
digging deeper into these questions.

gamebird shooting, often within 
protected landscapes. 

At this critical time for nature, buzzards, 
red kites, peregrines, hen harriers and 
golden eagles continue to be shot, trapped 
and poisoned. It won’t stop without 
meaningful action from UK governments.

As a voice for nature and its members, 
the RSPB demands that grouse moors are 
licensed as a matter of urgency in Scotland 
(as proposed in 2020’s Werritty Report), 
and also in England. Failure to comply with 
legal and environmental standards could 
result in the removal of a license. If the UK 
governments fail to deliver effective reform 
within fi ve years, the RSPB will call for a 
ban on driven grouse shooting.

BIRDS OF PREY DEFENDERS
One of the 

victims: 
a poisoned 
peregrine.

There were

137 
confirmed incidents of 
raptor persecution in 

2020 – the worst 
year since records 

began.

How you can help
By supporting our work, raising your voice 
and reporting crimes against birds
(rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/
how-to-report-crimes), you can help us 
expose and end this injustice, make our 
countryside safer and ensure wildlife has 
the protection and the future it deserves. 
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Soil is the foundation that helps us 
to grow crops and look after so 
many of the species at the base of 

the food chain in farmland ecosystems. 
Without healthy soils, crops suffer in our 
increasingly unpredictable climate, we 
leave land at higher risk of fl ooding, with 
reduced potential to sequester carbon and 
to provide a diverse ecosystem. However, 
it is only in recent years that soil has been 

ground invertebrates can benefi t, with 
positive changes to the soil and crop 
yields in some circumstances. Having 
more insects above ground could also 
mean more food for birds. As well as 
insectivorous birds like skylarks, 

cultivations negatively impact the value 
of cover crops for birds, and this requires 
further investigation. We look forward to 
digging deeper into these questions.
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Our campaign addressed the 
serious threat of poaching wildlife 
in Hutan Harapan, focusing on 

the risks of poaching and trading wildlife, 
both to biodiversity and human health, due 
to transmission of zoonotic diseases, like 
Covid-19. The campaign reached seven 
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 RAINFOREST GUARDIANS

Batin Sembilan and Malay communities:
a total of 194 people. Staff of PT REKI, the 
company that owns the concession licence 
on behalf of the Harapan partners, travelled 
on motorbikes – sometimes on very bad 
roads – to reach the remote communities.

None of the community participants 
were aware or believed that Covid-19 
originated from wildlife. Some had not 
even heard about the pandemic. Most 
community members were also not aware 
that hunting wildlife was prohibited under 
law, and did not know how to report it. 
Muntjac, wild pigs and mouse deer, which 
form the main prey base of Sumatran tigers, 
have been commonly hunted for a living. 
Some people opposed a ban because 

A recent campaign revealed 
a lack of knowledge about 
the impact of poaching – 
or even the pandemic. 

they believed the same law would permit 
large companies to clear the forests in a 
damaging manner. 

This campaign was one of PT REKI’s 
attempts to seek local community support 
to protect wildlife. It has signed resource 
management agreements with community 
members to reduce their negative impact 
on biodiversity. Patrolling teams include 
community wardens and representatives of 
local communities. 

Poaching is widespread in Hutan 
Harapan as it’s home to the Critically 
Endangered Sumatran tiger and Sumatran 
elephant. Many mammals are hunted for 
self-consumption or trade. Birds are trapped 
to be sold in illegal markets. The trapping 
of the greater green leafbird is so common 
across Indonesia and Malaysia that its 
population declined nearly 50% in 10 years. 
It is expected to decline further if steps 
are not taken. These issues highlight the 
importance of raising awareness, and that 
there is much more work to be done. 

A successful season 
Wildlife has thrived on Ramsey this year. Warden Nia 
Stephens shares some highlights from her fi rst season. 

 FRIENDS OF RAMSEY ISLAND

Iwrite this as the 2021 season draws to 
a close. And what a season it’s been: 
my fi rst as warden and, as has been the 

case for most people, things were a little 
different this year.  

Our visitor numbers were limited due 
to Covid-19 restrictions and we had to 
adapt our facilities to keep everyone safe. 
We also had to manage without our usual 

Our Manx shearwater nest boxes are 
proving to be a success, with the most 
chicks hatching since the fi rst two boxes 
began to be used in 2016. The 13 chicks 

that hatched in the boxes were 
monitored weekly until fl edging – 

taking the little balls of fl uff out 
of their boxes to be weighed 
was defi nitely one of the 
highlights of my week!  

Seals also had a good 
year. There were no big 

storms during their most 
important pupping times, so 

we didn’t suffer any big losses. 
Visitors in the autumn were treated 

to fabulous close-up views of pups that 
were born in the harbour.

2,160 
razorbills

5,286
guillemots

Razorbills and guillemots both 
had the highest counts on record:

team of residential volunteers. However, 
it was a chance for us to do some (much 
needed!) renovation works on the volunteer 
bungalow at the north end of the island.  

We hope to be able to welcome 
volunteers back to Ramsey in 2022. We will 
be recruiting a long-term volunteer to work 
with us for four months, as well as a few 
short-term residential volunteers to 
help during our busiest periods. 

The wildlife didn’t seem too 
bothered by the things going 
on in the human world and 
continued to thrive. Chough 
numbers were good, with 
10 pairs holding territory 
around the island and six of 
these successfully fl edging 
young. Our seabird counts in 
June revealed that razorbills and 
guillemots are doing extremely well, with 
both having the highest counts on record.  

Chough had 
a good year.

Anti-
poaching 
campaign 
hits home  

Mrunmayee, who wrote this 
piece for us, is on a postgraduate 
placement programme working on 
sustainable financing in Harapan.  

Manx 
shearwater chick



 SAVING ASIAN VULTURES FROM EXTINCTION 
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In 2003, the veterinary use of the 
drug diclofenac to treat cattle was 
discovered to be the cause of 

catastrophic vulture declines across South 
Asia, entering their food chain when they 
fed on cattle carcasses. 

There was an urgent need to identify 
alternative, safe NSAIDs (non-steroidal 
anti-infl ammatory drugs). In 2006 the 
NSAID meloxicam was found to be both 
safe to vultures and effective in treating 
cattle. Various others have also been 
tested but, so far, all have been shown to 
be toxic to vultures. 

Therefore, it is hugely signifi cant that 
a new study, led by the Indian Veterinary 
Research Institute (IVRI) with the Bombay 
Natural History Society (BNHS) and the 
RSPB, has identifi ed tolfenamic acid as the 
second confi rmed vulture-safe NSAID.

To conduct the study, 38 wild-caught 
Himalayan griffon vultures, along with 
single captive white-rumped and 
long-billed vultures from the conservation 
breeding population, were given doses 
of tolfenamic acid at the maximum 
level likely to be encountered by birds 
feeding on carcasses in the wild. This 
was calculated based on concentrations 
of diclofenac found in cattle carcasses in 
India, which showed that vets and owners 
routinely give doses much higher than 
the recommended level. In addition, four 
Himalayan Griffons were also fed buffalo 
meat from animals given double the 
recommended dose of tolfenamic acid 
just prior to death. Although two of the 38 
Himalayan Griffons given the extremely 
high dose died, all other birds survived 

Making food chains safer
More vultures will be saved by the discovery of a new drug to treat the cattle they eat.

without an increase in uric acid levels 
in the blood, which is the usual 
sign of kidney failure caused 
by NSAID poisoning. 
These fi ndings show that 
tolfenamic acid is safe 
to wild vultures at the 
levels they are likely to 
be exposed to.

Professor Rhys Green, 
Chair of the SAVEconsortium, said 
that this is “important and welcome 
news. It will reduce the pressure to use 
toxic alternatives such as aceclofenac, 
ketoprofen, fl unixin and nimesulide, which 
are still available and legally used in the 
region. Veterinary use of all of these toxic 
drugs should be banned immediately.”

P
h

o
to

s:
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es
; C

h
ri

s 
B

o
w

d
en

 (
R

S
P

B
)

Under the influence
A recent report revealed the deaths of four endangered vultures in Gujarat, India, 
with evidence clearly indicating that they died of gout, typical of NSAID poisoning, 
with nimesulide detected at high levels. The fact that nimesulide was found in the 
gut shows that the dead birds had recently fed upon contaminated meat, adding 
to the argument that NSAIDs toxic to vultures should be banned. 

95%
is how much three 
species of Asian 
vultures declined 
in 10 years due to 

diclofenac.

Griffon 
vulture

Giving a vulture an oral 
dose during the trial.

THANK YOU              
Thanks to you and our partners we’re 
a step further to safeguarding the 
future of more vultures. 
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Greenfi nch moved from Green to 
Red due to a dramatic population 
crash caused by the deadly parasitic 
disease trichomonosis. The disease 
can be spread through garden 
feeders, so keeping your feeders 
clean is more important than ever.

Greenfi nch 

Bewick’s swan, goldeneye,
dunlin and smew moved from 
Amber to Red due to non-
breeding population declines.

Three species moved 
from Amber to Green. 
The fl yway population of 
mute swan has increased, 
while kingfi sher and 
red grouse are no longer 
considered threatened 
in Europe.

Nine species went from Green to
Amber: sedge warbler, rook 
(listed as ‘Vulnerable’ within Europe),
wren, wood pigeon, northern 
wheatear, sparrowhawk, moorhen,
common whitethroat and 
red-breasted merganser.

 BIRDS OF CONSERVATION CONCERN 

Of the UK’s regularly occurring 245 
bird species, 29% (more than 
ever) are now of the ‘highest 

conservation concern’ in the latest Birds of 
Conservation Concern (BoCC) list. Eleven 
species have moved onto the Red List, 
taking the total to 70, while 103 species 
are on Amber and 72 are on Green. 

Red 
alert

Yet more species have moved onto the Red List in 
the latest assessment of the status of the UK’s birds. 

Previous reviews highlighted the plight 
of farmland, woodland and upland bird 
communities as well as Afro-palearctic 
migrants. BoCC5, released in December, 
shows no sign of improvement, adding to 
a wealth of evidence that many of our 
bird populations urgently need our help. 
It also guides where we focus our efforts.

Black redstart, redwing, pied 
fl ycatcher, song thrush and 
grey wagtail moved from Red 
to Amber due to less severe 
declines, but some of these 
remain close to the threshold.

Nine species
Amber:

RED 
ALERT



lead ammunition to the impacts of 
climate change. Many populations 
are affected by ‘short-stopping’ 
– shifting their wintering grounds 
north-eastwards in response to 
increased temperatures. In Europe, 
many wetlands have been drained 
and exploited. Ensuring these areas are 
protected will become even more critical 
in safeguarding the birds’ ongoing survival. 

See the next page for one of the ways 
we’ve already helped migratory birds.
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Together, we can turn 
things around...

The UK’s largest bird of prey, the white-tailed eagle, has 
moved from the Red List to the Amber List, thanks to 
decades of conservation work such as reintroduction 
programmes and increased protection. White-tailed eagles 
became extinct in the UK as a result of extensive habitat 
change and persecution, and the population remains low at 

just 123 pairs nationally. Before their reintroduction, 
the birds last bred in England and Wales in the 
1830s, in Ireland in 1898 and in Scotland in 1916. 

Swift, house martin, Montagu’s harrier and purple 
sandpiper have moved from Amber to Red due to 
breeding population declines. Swifts have declined 58% 
(1995 to 2018) and house martins by 57% (1969 to 2018). 
Montagu’s harrier and purple sandpiper are two rare 
breeders that are close to being lost from the UK, with just 
two and one breeding pairs reported in 2019, respectively. 

Leach’s storm-petrel has moved from 
Amber to Red. The St Kilda archipelago, 
off the coast of north-west Scotland, 
holds the vast majority of the UK 
breeding population. Recent surveys 
highlighted a decline of 68% 
(2000–2019). Along with being classed 
as Vulnerable to global extinction, 
this has resulted in the species being 
added to the Red List. 

has moved from 
 The St Kilda archipelago, 

(2000–2019). Along with being classed 

Together, we can turn 
things around...

The UK’s largest bird of prey, the white-tailed eagle
moved from the Red List to the Amber List
decades of conservation work such as reintroduction 
programmes and increased protection. White-tailed eagles 
became extinct in the UK as a result of extensive habitat 
change and persecution, and the population remains low at 

just 123 pairs nationally. Before their reintroduction, 
the birds last bred in England and Wales in the 
1830s, in Ireland in 1898 and in Scotland in 1916. 

and exploited. Ensuring these areas are 
protected will become even more critical 
in safeguarding the birds’ ongoing survival. 

See the next page for one of the ways 
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Nightingale

Cuckoo

Home and away
Swifts and house martins have joined 
other well-known birds already on the 
Red List – such as the cuckoo and 
nightingale – that migrate between the 
UK and sub-Saharan Africa. Conservation 
must focus on breeding grounds and 
elsewhere along their migratory routes.

The review also raises concerns for 
wintering waterbirds. Pressures are 
wide-ranging, from threats on migration, 
illegal hunting abroad and ingestion of 

1830s, in Ireland in 1898 and in Scotland in 1916. 

 house martin



 BIRDS WITHOUT BORDERS

F ifty years ago, the purring call of 
the turtle dove was a familiar sound 
of summer across the lowlands of 

England and Wales, but we have since 
lost a staggering 98%. So, the decision 
to ban hunting them in Spain, Portugal 
and France in 2021 was very welcome. 
The monumental decision by these three 
countries to suspend all hunting of turtle 
doves in autumn 2021, as instructed by the 
European Commission, will save over one 
million birds in just one season. 

Satellite tracking has shown us that all 
UK-breeding turtle doves migrate through 
these countries, along their 3,000km 
fl yway to their West African wintering 
areas. RSPB has played a leading role in 

Dove story  
An important ban on hunting turtle doves in 
Spain, Portugal and France should have positive 
effects for their declining numbers here in the 
UK, and across the whole of western Europe.

marshalling the scientifi c evidence and 
steering the conservation policy process 
that has driven this decision. We led the 
production of an International Action 
Plan for the conservation of turtle doves 
(2018–2028), a critical document which 
brought together current knowledge 
and produced an agreed set of priority 
conservation actions. 

Without the action plan, the ban 
would not have happened. With it, and by 
working with the wide range of partners 
that helped produce and formally adopt 
it – the EC, the UN’s Convention on 
Migratory Species, national and regional 
authorities, conservation NGOs and 
hunting associations, we have shown that 
conservation efforts for long-distance 
migratory birds can be successful at 
the international and continental scales 
required. The turtle dove action plan also 
clearly shows that only by improving the 
breeding season habitats for these birds, 
in parallel with fi xing the problem of 
unsustainable hunting, are we likely to 
recover the population. 

The industrialisation of our 
agriculture has stripped the food 
and nesting habitats that turtle 
doves need from our countryside. 
Happily, we are making good 
progress here too, working with 

an ever-increasing number of 
farmers, landowners, communities 

and volunteers to provide nesting and 
feeding habitats in their local ‘Turtle Dove 

Friendly Zones’ in eastern and south-
eastern England. By combining ‘home’ and 
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Turtle dove migration route, revealed 
by an RSPB satellite-tagged bird:

the international and continental scales 
required. The turtle dove action plan also 
clearly shows that only by improving the 
breeding season habitats for these birds, 
in parallel with fi xing the problem of 
unsustainable hunting, are we likely to 
recover the population. 

The industrialisation of our 
agriculture has stripped the food 
and nesting habitats that turtle 
doves need from our countryside. 
Happily, we are making good 
progress here too, working with 

an ever-increasing number of 
farmers, landowners, communities 

and volunteers to provide nesting and 
feeding habitats in their local ‘Turtle Dove 

Friendly Zones’ in eastern and south-
eastern England. By combining ‘home’ and 
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1m
turtle doves will 
be saved each 

year thanks 
to the ban. 

‘away’ efforts together – providing more 
bed and breakfast here, and ensuring the 
hunting ban remains in place for several 
more years, we stand a good chance of 
recovering their numbers. 

The Operation Turtle Dove partnership 
provides news and advice on turtle dove 
conservation all along the turtle dove 
fl yway. Find out how you can help at 
operationturtledove.org.

Turtle dove

Mauritania

UK

Algeria Libya

Mali
Niger

Spain

France

Germany

Italy

Ireland

100 miles 
(approx)

RED 
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Portugal

Senegal
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Missing link
Ensuring that seabirds are considered as part 
of sustainable fi sheries is a crucial element of 
protecting them, as Birdlife’s Balsiran Bains explains. 

 FRIENDS OF THE ALBATROSS

Tuna is one of the world’s most 
popular fi sh, worth more than $40bn 
per year. More than fi ve million 

tonnes of tuna were landed (caught and 
brought to land) in 2018, with canned 
skipjack and yellowfi n dominating volume 
and accounting for 75% globally.

To supply this huge demand, large-scale 
fi shing vessels travel to ‘distant waters’ 
to fi sh on the high seas – areas of ocean 
beyond national jurisdiction of any countries. 
These areas are managed by Regional 
Fishery Management Organisations 
(RFMOs), where nations convene to agree 
and monitor management measures, 
including those to protect seabirds. 
However, many seabird species, including 
albatross, remain threatened due to bycatch: 
they are being caught on baited 
hooks and drowned in tuna 
fi sheries. 

Success stories of 
momentous bycatch 
reductions exist 
in South Africa 
and Namibia, as 

reported in the last issue of Impact, so 
we know it works.

The focus is now on tuna fi sheries, 
where compliance with seabird measures 
remains low. Technology is beginning to 
support greater scrutiny of ‘distant water’ 
fl eets through remote monitoring, and will 
be key in the coming years.

Increased market demand for 
sustainable seafood puts pressure on 
global fi sheries through the supply chain. 
Stewardship schemes are becoming more 
popular and many fi sheries are working 
towards sustainable certifi cation. 

In Japan we recently hosted two online 
sustainability webinars attended by some 
of the largest Japanese tuna-purchasing 
companies. By doing so we were able to 
build awareness in the supply chain of the 

environmental impact of fi sheries, 
especially that reducing seabird 

bycatch is a key aspect of 
sustainability.     

Collaboration between 
the fi shers and the 
supply chain is vital to 
ensure that seabirds 

are included in 
sustainable fi shing 
and procurement 
policies.

We are 
now providing 
‘bycatch audits’ 
of seafood 
offered at 
supermarkets in 
collaboration with 
the Sustainable 
Fisheries Partnership 
and Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation. 

The purpose of these audits 
is to identify priority fi sheries in the 
supermarket’s supply chain that pose 
a risk to birds, marine mammals, turtles 
and sharks. Since its audit, ASDA has 
adopted a procurement policy for all 
seafood, requiring implementation of best 
practice bycatch reduction measures and 
improved observer coverage. 

It’s been encouraging to see 
retailers engage in improvements to the 
sustainability of fi sheries. Working together 
is the only way to get there. 
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are included in 
sustainable fi shing 
and procurement 

collaboration with 

Fisheries Partnership 
and Whale and Dolphin 

Fish processed at 
sea on a demersal 

longline fi shing 
vessel.

Bycatch: a 
yellow-nosed 

albatross.

Black-browed 
albatross



Hornsea 
Project 
Three 

(HOW03)

EAST MARINE 
PLAN AREA

Flamborough and Filey 
coast SPA (special 

protection area)

Marine plan areas status

In planning

Consented 

Operational

Wind export cable agreements

Norwich

Canterbury

Peterborough

Lincoln

York

Kingston 
upon Hull

Our seas are set to play a huge 
role in how we reach net zero. 
This will include restoring marine 

and coastal habitats to lock away carbon 
(one of the nature-based solutions 
for climate change) and renewables – 
particularly offshore wind, which is already 
expanding in the North Sea. 

This technology is urgently needed to 
decarbonise our energy systems, allowing 
the switch from fossil fuels. 
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 SEALIFE GUARDIANS 

Reviving our seas for 
climate and nature 
Marine Policy Offi cer Jacques Villemot explains the 
essential role of marine planning in transforming the 
future of our seas for nature and achieving net zero.  

Unfortunately, while the UK Government 
has rightly set ambitious targets for the 
expansion of offshore wind by 2030, poor 
planning is jeopardising nature and net zero. 
This is why the RSPB is calling for urgent 
changes to how we plan development at 
sea across the UK.

Our wonderful seabirds
The UK is internationally important for 
seabirds; every year eight million of them 

return to our shores to nest, relying on 
our waters for food while they rear their 
chicks. The UK is therefore at the forefront 
of the global effort to save seabirds, which 
are undergoing widespread declines in 
populations and breeding success.  

Struggling seas
Decades of human activity and exploitation 
(such as fi shing, which does not set aside 
enough food for wildlife), along with climate 
change, are driving these continued and 
dramatic declines in seabirds. 

The additional pressure from offshore 
wind between now and 2030 – an increase 
from 10GW to 40GW – is set to cause 
signifi cant and irreversible nature losses. 
And this is just the beginning: the Climate 
Change Committee recommend that 
100–140GW must be operational by 2050 
if we are to reach net zero. 

Offshore wind can impact seabirds 
in a number of ways, including collision, 
disturbance, blocking important fl ight 
pathways (barrier effects), and loss of 
preferred foraging areas or breeding 
areas (displacement). 

The impacts of offshore wind extend 
across the ecosystem: habitats modifi ed and 
damaged by cabling, resulting habitat loss 
for wildlife like sandeels (a keystone prey 
species in the North Sea) and underwater 
noise impacting on cetaceans that rely on 
sound. While the impact from an individual 
windfarm may appear small, the cumulative 
impact from multiple projects is predicted to 
be devastating. 

How did this become such 
a big problem?
On land, spatial planning determines 
where developments and activities can and 
cannot take place. Offshore wind and other 

Offshore wind 
development in the 
southern North Sea

This is the East England Marine Plan 
Area for offshore wind development in 
the southern North Sea. This was the 
fi rst plan to be completed in England. 
Sadly, there is a domination of offshore 
wind in seabird-sensitive areas and an 
absence of effective measures from 
industry and government to adequately 
address the impacts and wider 
degradation of our seas. This example 
is symptomatic of the failings of the 
marine planning system. 

Norfolk Boreas 
offshore 

windfarm



 FRIENDS OF COQUET ISLAND 

Best. Year. Ever.
Record populations of several species made last 
season the island’s best yet, says Northumberland 
Coast Site Manager Paul Morrison.

Last summer we were able to continue 
counting key species on the island, with 
positive results that show what can 

happen if we protect nature effectively. A 
cold start to the year may have contributed 
to a delay in the fi rst egg dates for most 
breeding species, but a dry June created 
an acceptable environment for the high 
rate of successful incubation, hatching and 
fl edging for most of our species. By and 
large, it was the most successful season 
for Coquet’s seabirds, with some stand-out 
fi gures and three new records…

Arctic terns: breeding pairs up 359
All the nesting plots were in good condition 
for the arrival of the birds, with low sward 
height. The herbicide treatment trialled in the 
heli-garden and south garden last season 
was perfected to create a mosaic of open 
and vegetated ground for the terns: a good 
balance of cover while preventing nests 
from getting swamped by vegetation. 

Common terns: up by 8.3%
The common tern population reached a record 
1,776 pairs. The good weather conditions and 
food availability led to a very healthy population, 
with 2.27 clutch size and 1.74 successful 
fl edging rate.

Atlantic puffins: an increase 
of 5,000 birds  
The Atlantic Puffi n population census was 
not possible in 2021 as we continued to 
maintain social distancing. However, a visual 
comparison put the colony at an increased 
size of approximately 30,000 compared to 
25,000 in 2020. 

Kittiwakes: 13 more 
occupied nests 
Kittiwakes broke the population record for 
the island and fl edged considerably more 
chicks than in the previous season. 
A total of 466 apparently occupied nests 
(AONs) were counted in June, surpassing 
the previous record set in 2020 by 13 
pairs. An impressive 52 young kittiwakes 
successfully fl edged from 30 monitored nests. 
Eleven out of the 25 new artifi cial ledges were 
occupied, with the chicks fl edging successfully. 

counting key species on the island, with 

Artic terns

Arctic terns: breeding pairs up 359

height. The herbicide treatment trialled in the 

Arctic terns: breeding pairs up 359
Common 

tern

food availability led to a very healthy population, 

The common tern population reached a record 
1,776 pairs. The good weather conditions and 
food availability led to a very healthy population, 

Atlantic 
puffi n

successfully fl edged from 30 monitored nests. 
Eleven out of the 25 new artifi cial ledges were 
occupied, with the chicks fl edging successfully. 

Kittiwake
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infrastructure at sea has largely progressed 
in the absence of marine spatial planning. 
This results in a disjointed approach to 
marine activities, leaving users scrambling 
for sea space and a decision-making 
process that is struggling with the scale 
and rate of development.

Furthermore, developers are being locked 
into sites with unresolved impacts on 
wildlife and habitats. This outdated system 
now jeopardises nature and climate. 

The decision to go ahead with the Norfolk 
Boreas offshore windfarm highlights that 
the tools available for decision-makers to 
deliver low-carbon energy are not fi t for 
purpose. Increasingly, this results in the 
Secretary of State taking decisions that 
permit action on climate while accepting 
that the results will lead to wildlife declines 
and a worsening of the nature emergency. 

Compensation proposals to make good 
the losses are taking a gamble with nature; 
we need to know more about the impacts 
of this technology and – while industry 
must do more to innovate mitigation 
measures – it is simply not within the gift 
of industry to reconcile the challenge of 
offshore wind expansion and the wider 
pressures on nature. 

Offshore wind is not new to our seas. 
However – until recently – the signifi cance 
of its impacts on nature have not been 
acknowledged by the UK Government. 
The RSPB played a key role in achieving 
the recognition of signifi cant impacts by 
the UK Government, and we are now 
working hard to use this and the climate 
imperative as a catalyst for fundamental 
change in how we plan for offshore wind.

Saving seabirds in the 
race to reach net zero
In early 2021, Scotland paved 
the way by introducing a Sectoral 
Marine Plan for offshore wind – a 
government-led plan that addresses 
impacts on nature at the outset. This 
differs from England and Wales, where 
the Crown Estate controls the location 
of offshore wind development. 

We hope that other governments in 
the UK will be inspired to take similar 
proactive action in the short-term as a 
step in the right direction. 

Ultimately, we need government-
led, holistic marine plans that 
use a robust evidence base 
to identify the right locations 
for all activities in our sea 
space, prioritising action on 
the dual nature and climate 
emergencies to fi nd the 
joint solutions needed to 
turn the tide for our seas. 

food availability led to a very healthy population, 
with 2.27 clutch size and 1.74 successful 
fl edging rate.

Atlantic puffins: an increase 
of 5,000 birds  
The Atlantic Puffi n population census was 
not possible in 2021 as we continued to 
maintain social distancing. However, a visual 
comparison put the colony at an increased 
size of approximately 30,000 compared to 
25,000 in 2020. 

Kittiwakes: 13 more 
occupied nests 
Kittiwakes broke the population record for 
the island and fl edged considerably more 
chicks than in the previous season. 
A total of 466 apparently occupied nests 
(AONs) were counted in June, surpassing 
the previous record set in 2020 by 13 

Saving seabirds in the 
race to reach net zero
In early 2021, Scotland paved 
the way by introducing a Sectoral 
Marine Plan for offshore wind – a 
government-led plan that addresses 
impacts on nature at the outset. This 
differs from England and Wales, where 
the Crown Estate controls the location 
of offshore wind development. 

We hope that other governments in 
the UK will be inspired to take similar 
proactive action in the short-term as a 

Ultimately, we need government-
led, holistic marine plans that 
use a robust evidence base 
to identify the right locations 

space, prioritising action on 
the dual nature and climate 

turn the tide for our seas. 



Another trial is sphagnum translocation: 
moving clumps of healthy sphagnum onto 
bare peat dams in newly restored areas, 
to quicken colonisation. We will carry out 
a range of other proven techniques during 
the winter months, such 
as reprofi ling the 
plough-throughs 
and furrows 
that are 
created 
by forestry 
work.

As you might remember from our 
last update, most of the peatland 
restoration we do in the Flow 

Country is aimed at reverting non-native 
forestry planting in the 1970s and ‘80s. 

Healthy peatland is one of the UK’s most 
effective carbon sinks and provides crucial 
habitat for wildlife, including sphagnum 
mosses, sundew and other bog vegetation, 
and invertebrates. We can’t boast a high 
density of birds, but we make up for it in 
rarities: hen harriers, ospreys, red and black-
throated divers, common scoters and more. 

Last year we trialled a new technique: 
brash chipping. This addresses a problem 
we get after felling trees that are branched 
then sold as timber. Historically, the P

h
o

to
s:

 A
la

n
 K

el
l; 

C
h

ri
s 

G
o

m
er

sa
ll,

 P
au

l T
u

rn
er

 (
rs

p
b

-i
m

ag
es

.c
o

m
)

12     IMPACT WINTER 2022

 FLOW COUNTRY PARTNERS

branches were left on site, forming ground 
cover. But this slows down recolonisation 
of native vegetation by blocking light, and 
releases nutrients that switch the balance in 
favour of species other than the specialised 
survivors of peatlands. It also increases the 
risk of wildfi res. In May 2019, fi re spread 
across more than 10 miles of the nature 
reserve and reached some brash areas, 
where it spread faster and became harder 
to extinguish. 

The trial was very successful and 
demonstrated that if it is done shortly after 
felling, the chips also have an economic 
value, bringing costs down. Brash chipping 
is likely to become part of our standard 
restoration plans. 

Rebuilding better  
With the hide at The Lodge gone, we want to fi nd an 
alternative that’s even better for nature and people. 

Healthy peat, 
healthy planet 
Project Offi cer Anna Grozelier 
explains a project to restore more 
than 500ha of peatland this winter.

 FRIENDS OF THE LODGE

I f you’ve visited the nature reserve 
recently, you may have noticed that our 
much-loved Meadow hide is no longer 

there. After it was closed in March 2020, 
in line with Covid-19 guidelines, with fewer 
staff and volunteers around, vandals sadly 
broke the door, lit fi res on the wooden 
surfaces and fl oor, sprayed walls with paint, 
and broke windows and woodwork.

Despite our best efforts to secure it, 
there were further break-ins and more 
damage. As a result, the hide was in a 
poor condition and unsafe to reopen, 
so we made the diffi cult decision to 
have it demolished in October.

Having been built in the mid-1990s, the 
damage to the hide would be expensive and 
diffi cult to repair. A complete replacement 
would have cost more than £20,000 and we 
feared further damage. 

For this reason, and others, we are 
considering other locations and different 
ways that birdwatchers, families and 
photographers can see wildlife up close. 
We’d love to hear your ideas – send us 
a message on social media, or email 
TheLodgeReserve@rspb.org.uk.

MEANWHILE  
AT THE LODGE…
Work is under way to manage the 
forested areas. Warden Alan Kell has 
this update: “Forestry work is taking 
place in some of our densely populated 
pine woodlands. This will allow light 
to penetrate into the ground layer to 
encourage natural regeneration.” 

Management style
To make sure we’re doing our 
best for nature, the techniques we 
use are determined by a complex 
decision matrix, including the slope 
of the ground, peat depth, input from 
contractors, a cost-benefi t analysis 
(made possible by data collected 
and analysed by RSPB and RSPB’s 
Conservation Science department) and 
research conducted in collaboration 
with universities. The decision is then 
assessed by the Peatland Action 
offi cials in our grant application process. 

healthy planet 

than 500ha of peatland this winter.

Forestry work 
at The Lodge.

Sundew

Osprey



 FRIENDS OF ABERNETHY 
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Nethy and Tulloch communities. 
An additional £500 came from 
Friends of Abernethy. 

What has the role involved?  
Between July and October we carried 
out (at least) twice daily patrols – chatting 
to people who were walking, camping 
and paddleboarding to ensure they hadn’t 
lit fi res, and that dogs were on a lead 
(1 April–15 August) and not disturbing 
wildlife. We welcomed visitors, gave 
directions, guided on responsible camping, 
put out prohibited BBQs and fi res, and 
shared the dangers of fi re in woodland 
and on peaty soils. We listened to opinions 
expressed by the public and gathered 
data (shared with the Cairngorms National 
Park Authority). Education is key, so when 
dealing with diffi cult situations we give 
reasons for our requests or actions.

Is the local community involved?
They were key to us keeping a handle 
on fi res and irresponsible behaviour, 
particularly out of hours. A WhatsApp 
group was our main method of 
communication. As well as writing 
letters of support for the funding 
application, they are involved in 
writing a Visitor and Access 
Plan with us.

Have you had any 
surprises? 
Litter picking has revealed 
some unusual suspects, like 
a smashed remote-controlled 
toy car hanging high in a Scots 
pine. A motorised hang-glider over 
the loch one evening took me by surprise! 

How did your role come about? 
The Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code lists three principles: respect 

the interests of other people, care for the 
environment, and take responsibility for 
your own actions. With this in mind, we 
engage with local residents and visitors to 
balance their rights to enjoy nature with 
our aim to care for it. It was funded by 
NatureScot, Better Places Green Recovery 2, 
and followed letters of support from the 

Leave no trace
Like many places, Loch Garten and Abernethy have seen 
an increase in visitors having a ‘staycation’. Last year the 
team recruited two Seasonal Rangers. We asked Heather 
Palomino about her fi rst season protecting nature. 
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Rangers in numbers
Visitors spoken to:

3,933
Campers and campervanners 
spoken to:

1,336
Swimmers, kayakers or 
paddleboarders counted: 

946 
Fires and BBQs put out:  

36
Bags of litter collected:

21

“The Nethy Bridge and Vicinity 
Community Council were pleased 
to help support the RSPB with 
additional rangers. This proves 
the benefi t of communities 
working together. For too long 
there has been a lack of communal 
responsibility with organisations 
both local and national working on 
their own, so we are delighted as a 
Community Council to be involved 
in ensuring the area is managed for  
nature, visitors and locals alike.”
- Sandy McCook, Nethy Bridge 
Community Council Chairperson

What’s been the highlight?   
It’s been really rewarding. Chatting with 

members of the local community and 
visitors from far and wide has 

been a highlight. Whether 
people come here to 
experience the serenity of 
the lochs, the beauty of 
the constantly changing 
scenery, wildlife watching, 
or for exercise, mental 

health benefi ts or creative 
inspiration, one message 

comes across loud and clear: 
Abernethy is a unique and special 

place – let’s keep it that way. 

THANK YOU
We don’t yet know if 

funding will be available 
for these roles in 2022, 

so your continued 
support can help us 
continue to protect 

Abernethy. 

Seasonal Rangers Heather 
Palomino and Thomas Skinner.



 FRIENDS OF LAKE VYRNWY 

We recently commissioned an 
aerial survey to support our 
ambitious Peatland Restoration 

Programme. The survey covered a total of 
4,645ha (11,148 acres) split into six (mainly) 
adjacent areas around Lake Vyrnwy plus 
one site near Trawsfyndd.  

Accurate mapping of the nature 
reserve’s features that are in need of 
restoration is essential to support our 
application for Peatland Code accreditation, 

 FRIENDS OF LAKE VYRNWY 

Bird’s-eye view 
The team has used a drone to capture 3D surface models 
of the nature reserve and help with their restoration plans. 
Senior Administrator Claire Backshall tells us more.

which is key to the successful roll-out of 
our programme. 

Thanks to your support, data captured 
by a drone has been used to generate 
high-resolution 3D digital surface models 
and orthomosaic maps. From these, we 
can identify the vast majority of features 
that will require restoration far more 
accurately than if we had used satellite 
imagery alone. We will also verify the 
mapped features in person – known as 

Drone technology
The fi xed-wing drone used by our 
surveyor has an impressive wingspan 
of over 1m, but it’s very quiet. It is 
programmed to fl y a close zig-zag 
track across the survey area and, once 
launched, requires little input from the 
pilot: it even fl ies itself back to base 
when its battery is running low! 

Remember
Never use your own drones on 
RSPB nature reserves, as they 
can disturb wildlife. 
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) In this example, we have created a ‘slope map’ visualisation of a gully with 
peat hags marked in dark red and the location of proposed dams in blue: 

‘ground-truthing’ – but the drone data 
massively reduces the legwork required! 

Survey data gives us a sound basis for 
estimating the type and amount of work 
that our contractors need to carry out. 
The imagery can also be used to make a 
general assessment of vegetation types, 
to support habitat classifi cation and 
baseline monitoring.  

SPECIES OF 
LAKE VYRNWY

Black 
grouse Merlin

Snipe

RED 
ALERT

Hen 
harrier
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Abeetle box is another way of 
creating homes for species that 
normally live in the hollow trunks of 

ancient trees. To help boost the populations 
of some of our rarest species at Sherwood, 
we have designed boxes to mimic a 
veteran/ancient oak, with the heart wood 
decayed to red rot. This is home to the 
decaying wood (saproxylic) invertebrates 
for which Sherwood is important, such P
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 GUARDIANS OF SHERWOOD as various darkling, scavenger and 
wood-boring beetles, along with more 

widespread species such as the lesser 
stag beetle, rhinoceros beetle 
and spotted longhorn. The 
tiny midas tree-weaver 
spider only lives in old 

birds’ nests in cavities 
in old oaks.  

The hollowed-
out sections of oak are 
fi lled with leaf litter, oak 
chippings, oak sawdust 

Forging new pathways  
A new path will make it easier for everyone to enjoy this iconic 
landscape. We asked Site Manager Paula Baker all about it. 

Boxes for 
beetles  
Creating habitats that mimic 
those in nature provides a 
home for various beetles, 
with positive effects for 
other wildlife too. 

 RSPB LOCH LOMOND

How will the new path enhance 
the experience for visitors?            
It’s adding a missing piece to a 

puzzle. Currently there is a 1km loop path 
from our car park and Nature Hub through 
beautiful coppiced woodland. There is also 
a longer walk along the loch shore through 
stunning western Atlantic oak woodland, 
but to reach this requires knowledge of 
the area, traversing muddy conditions, and 
map-reading skills, as well as being fi t and 
able-bodied. The new path will join the 
loop to the loch shore, enabling visitors to 
experience the range of habitats and reach 
the southern shores of the loch.

What species will we be able to see?            
There will be a much greater opportunity 
to see woodland migrants in spring and 
summer, such as redstarts and tree pipits. 
Within the fen, grasshopper warblers and 
reed buntings will be much more visible, as 
well as hen harriers and whooper swans in 

winter. At the loch shore, ospreys will be 
easy to see in the summer as they fi sh. 
You can experience the incredible goose 
roost found on site during the winter. 
Being able to experience the wide range of 
habitats and landscape views –  including 
wide open fen, with distant mountains – all 
adds to the general feeling of tranquillity.

Is the path accessible to everyone?              
We have developed it with accessibility 
in mind, making the route as friendly for 
all abilities as the landscape allows, by 
removing barriers and cross-drains, using 
the most non-slip decking available and 
providing a smooth, wide surface. We hope 
to have the path open by spring 2022. 
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and organic chicken poo pellets (to replicate 
birds using cavities in trunks). 

Sherwood’s position in roughly the 
middle of the country means it has 
an important mixture of southern and 
northern tree species, some very rare and 
threatened. The beetle boxes have been 
placed in areas with few veteran oaks to 
help provide stepping stones within the 
site. They are being used alongside other 
management techniques to ensure standing 
deadwood into the future – securing the 
veterans and veteranisation.

Come on in!
We have installed eight 
beetle boxes around 
Sherwood. The one at 
the Visitor Centre has a 
see-through perspex lid,   
so the next time you visit 
you can have a peek at 
what’s going on inside 
the beetles’ habitat. 

The coppiced 
woodland is full 

of bluebells 
in spring. 

THANK YOU              
This is all possible thanks to RSPB 
supporters like you, as well as the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, Brown Forbes 
Memorial Fund and the Gilman Trust. 

10m construction corridor

Loch Shore Link path 
(as proposed)

RSPB Reserve boundary

Pond dipping area

Existing paths

Ring 
wood

Bell 
Moss

Gartochraggan 
Cottage

Lagganbeg
Cottage

Lagganbeg
Caravan 

site

Slatehouse

Drummakill 
House

War 
Meml

RSPB Nature 
Hub Visitor 

Reception and 
car park

Leaf litter

Oak chippings

Oak sawdust

Organic chicken 
poo pellets

wood-boring beetles, along with more 
widespread species such as the lesser 

tiny midas tree-weaver 
spider only lives in old 

birds’ nests in cavities 

Lesser stag 
beetle

RED 
ALERT

RED 
ALERT
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Reaping the rewards 
An appeal to help us acquire an area of land and create habitat 
for rare species shows how wildlife benefi ts from your support. 
Hyde’s Heath Project Offi cer Bev Lagden walks us through it. 

Hyde’s Heath was the fi nal piece of 
the jigsaw to complete RSPB Arne 
nature reserve, which now covers 

the vast majority of the Arne peninsular. 
The reserve’s heathlands, ancient 
woodlands, wetlands, saltmarshes and tidal 
channels support many rare and vulnerable 
species. Now it’s home to even more. 

Big potential 
Before the RSPB acquired Hyde’s Heath 
it was covered in a commercial pine 
plantation: homogenous, dense rows of 
Scots pine. Not found in southern England 
since before the last Ice Age, Scots pine 
are invasive on heathland soils, shading 
out heather and the huge array of scarce 
species that depend on open habitat.

The RSPB worked with the previous 
landowners and Natural England to remove 
the majority of the pine plantations and 
begin the process of restoring heathland. 
Only a single block of pines was retained, 
which supports a mixed colony of grey 
herons and little egrets. 

The £200,000 raised by the appeal 
helped to fund match a grant from the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, enabling 
us to purchase Hyde’s Heath and restore 
it for nature and people. 

Real results 
Hyde’s Heath adds another 67ha to 
bring RSPB Arne up to 630ha. Since the 
restoration began, sand lizard, smooth 
snake, Dartford warbler (our cover star) 
and woodlark as well as silver-studded 
blue butterfl ies have all moved in. We 
hope that other heathland specialists, such 

as the very rare heath tiger beetle, will 
become established as work continues. 

As well as providing space for heathland 
species to expand, Hyde’s Heath has 
also provided more space for visitors to 
explore nature. We have created a new, 
dog-free circular trail that provides great 
opportunities to see woodlarks, Dartford 
warblers and hobbies. On a summer 
evening, it’s a great place to hear the 
amazing churring of nightjars. The Hyde’s 
Heath trail also gives great views across 
part of Poole Harbour and, if you’re lucky, 
the chance of seeing a fi shing osprey.

New residents
Lowland heathland supports a wide 
range of invertebrates, which, in turn, 
support many insectivorous birds, 
reptiles and mammals, refl ected in 
the species moving in... 

Smooth snake
A top predator, this 
rare reptile needs 
to bask and cool in 
sandy and heath 
habitat where it feeds 
on other reptiles. 

Woodlark
A fan of recently felled 
conifer areas, this 
ground-nesting bird 
makes a scrape of 
twigs and soil to 
nest on the ground. 

Sand lizard
Needing sandy banks 
to incubate her eggs, 
the test burrows 
we’ve seen show 
these are now 
breeding here. 

Green tiger beetle
On warm summer 
days, a fl ash of 
iridescent green is 
often all you’ll see of 
this fast, agile hunter. 

reptiles and mammals, refl ected in 
the species moving in... 

habitat where it feeds 

A fan of recently felled A fan of recently felled A fan of recently felled 

Green tiger beetle

Hyde’s Heath
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Smooth snake 
slough discovery!
Volunteer and reptile surveyor Kat (pictured 
with Owain from the Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation Trust) found a smooth snake 
slough on Hyde’s Heath! It is Britain’s rarest 
reptile, found only on a few heathland sites. 
We think this is a fi rst for the reserve. 

Volunteers and contractors are removing 
small pine that constantly rise up from 
a seed bank in the soil. Last year 1.6ha 
was cleared of small pine by stalwart 
Purbeck Partnership volunteers, an 
initiative of the Hyde’s Heath project. We 
are also linking people’s health with nature 
through mindful Monday videos and our 
Middlebere cam and barn owl livestreams 
keep people connected to Arne.  

Hyde’s Heath trail (joins 
dog walkers’ section to 
create a circular route)

Dog walkers’ 1km route 
rejoins road to Arne

Route from car park 
to Hyde’s Heath

No access on 
these paths

Gates 
(easy access)

Road crossing

An appeal to help us acquire an area of land and create habitat 
for rare species shows how wildlife benefi ts from your support. 

 walks us through it. 

RSPB Arne 
nature reserve


