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A juvenile great spotted 
woodpecker caught on 

camera at RSPB Lake 
Vyrnwy (page 9).

Welcome!

Over to you... 
We love to hear your feedback on Impact and the projects you support. If you have a story 
to tell or a picture that supports these projects please email impact@rspb.org.uk

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.  
357-0951-18-19. We are a member of BirdLife International, a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give nature a home around the world.
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Cazz Jones, Editor

Welcome to the Summer issue of Impact – I’m delighted to be its new editor. 
I wish to begin with a heartfelt ‘thanks!’ for sticking with us throughout these 
challenging times. Your support remains critical to the RSPB and our many 
partnerships, and while many of us have had to adapt to a locked-down life, 
nature continues – as does the need for us to support it, however we can.

In this issue, we’ve news of our continuing fight to stop raptor persecution, 
and our mission to save critically endangered albatrosses. We also look 
ahead to a world powered by renewable technology and its potential impact 
on marine wildlife. 

There’s an update on the ongoing regeneration of Caledonian pine forest 
at RSPB Abernethy and insight into an amazing conservation project at 
RSPB Sherwood to preserve specialist habitats too. On p10 you can read 
the fantastic story of how beavers have found their own way to RSPB Loch 
Lomond – a great example of giving nature a home.

At the time of writing the UK is still in lockdown, so we hope this issue gives 
you plenty of reasons to feel good as you explore updates on the amazing 
conservation work that you make possible. Enjoy and take care.

There are 67 Red List bird species that need help. One in four birds are now 
on the Red List of Conservation Concern. Some of these – our puffins, turtle 
doves and Slavonian grebes – are fighting global extinction. Look out for 

the red stamp to find out how your support is helping to save red-listed species. For 
more information and to see the full list, visit rspb.org.uk and search for Red Alert.

RED 
ALERT
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 SAVING VULTURES FROM EXTINCTION

In January, an updated conservation 
action plan for vultures in Myanmar was 
finalised, signalling a revitalisation of 

efforts to protect vultures by government  
and conservationists. 

Myanmar is one of the last remaining 
strongholds for vultures in south-east 
Asia, where hunting and habitat loss 
have reduced the carrion-base on which 
vultures depend for food. Since the 
growing awareness of the Asian vulture 
crisis in the mid-2000s, vultures have been 
on the agenda of various conservation 
organisations, leading to the country’s first 
national vulture action plan in 2007.
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Positive action in south-east Asia
The push to raise awareness of what’s needed to save Asian  
vultures continues to make progress, reports Chris Bowden.

 BIRDS WITHOUT BORDERS

Happy landings?
The planet’s human population may be grounded, 
but migratory birds are still making long-haul 
flights – and they need our help when they land, 
explains Dr Guy Anderson.

Flying thousands of miles between 
continents has (until lately) become 
commonplace for humans.  

But, 200 years ago, rapid long-distance 
travel was only imagined. No wonder the 
idea of migrating birds took a while to be 
believed. Alternative explanations for the 
seasonal appearances and disappearances 
were conjured up – including the myth that 
swallows hibernated in the bottom of lakes. 
This seems laughable now, but how much 
more ridiculous did it seem back then  
that small birds could fly to South Africa  
and back every year?

Help required
Perhaps 2020 will be a year in which this 
incredible behaviour of migratory birds 
regains a sense of wonder and amazement 
from humans rendered more sedentary 
than for many decades. We may not (at 
the time of writing) be able to travel to see 
birds in other countries, but they will still 
travel to see us. And when they do, they 
need our help.

Attending were representatives of the 
Myanmar Veterinary Council and Myanmar 
Veterinary Association, which have also 
now joined the Myanmar Vulture Working 
Group (MVWG), established in 2018. The 
involvement of veterinary groups is a positive 
development to find solutions to address 
the threat of diclofenac and other drugs in 
the food chain, which was previously not 
understood among the veterinary community.

Vultures on the agenda in India
In February, the 13th global Convention of 
Migratory Species (CMS) CoP was hosted 
by India, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi  

➜ FIND OUT MORE
To submit records of nesting swifts, visit  
rspb.org.uk and search for ‘Swift Mapper’.

Turtle Dove Friendly Zones
Some of our best-loved summer migrant 
birds are also those showing the steepest 
population declines. Turtle doves have 
been leading the race to the bottom, 
showing a staggering decline of 94% 
from 1995 to 2017. Thankfully, they are 
not without friends. The RSPB is working 
with partners, farmers, land managers, 
organisations and communities to create 
‘Turtle Dove Friendly Zones’ in southern 
and eastern England. Here, food and water 
are supplied, close to safe nesting habitats.

 Last year, we increased the area of 
land involved within active Turtle Dove 
Friendly Zones by more than a quarter 
and we more than doubled the number of 
supplementary feeding sites – up to 179. 
And it works – camera trap images show 
turtle doves mucking in with other seed-
eaters at these sites. This stopgap will help 
hungry doves while we research and roll 
out more sustainable ways of providing 
seed food, and work with international 

partners to push for turtle dove 
conservation on a global scale.

The swifts of summer
Another exciting migrant for home-based 
observers to record is the swift, thanks to its 
close association with us due to its building-
nesting habits. The new Swift Mapper 
online recording system allows us to 
understand where existing nest sites need 
to be protected, and where opportunities 
for creating new nest sites would be most 
valuable. As the picture builds, through 
people recording their local swifts, this 
system should provide an increasingly useful 
tool to steer local conservation action for 
swifts in the future, so they can continue to 
roam the globe, even when we cannot.

even mentioned 
vultures in his 
inauguration 
speech. Speaker 
Soumitra Gupta, 
Inspector, General 
Forests, highlighted the 
Indian Government’s 
commitment to removing 
toxic drugs from the 
environment, as well as  
for the breeding and  
release programme.  

RED 
ALERT

Red-headed vulture
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 FRIENDS OF COQUET ISLAND

For Paul Morrison, Coquet Island is 
his life. Even when he’s not sitting 
quietly on one of the island’s cliffs 

amongst the puffins or creating terraces 
for the roseate terns, he keeps a weather 
eye on his favourite place through a 
specially built porthole in the wall at the 
top of his house. 

“I have a pair of World War II binoculars, 
so when I’m home on the mainland I can 
keep watch on the hides and monitor any 
boats that may get too close. Looking across 
the water to the island with a tot of spiced 
rum is a great way to spend an evening.”

Paul’s connection with Coquet Island 
began in 1985: “I started as a volunteer. 
In fact, I’m still a volunteer. I work in the 
week and volunteer at weekends. There’s 
no such thing as a nine to five – we work 
with the tides and the weather.”

The patter of puffin feet 
Paul admits that from his first visit to the 
island he was hooked: “I was a coastal 
warden for the county council when 
a local boatman needed a hand taking 
some equipment across. Setting foot on 
Coquet for the first time, I was bowled 
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➜ WATCH AND LISTEN IN 
The Coquet Island cameras will be live 
until the end of July. To watch and listen to 
the birds, visit rspb.org.uk/coquetlive

“There’s no 
such thing 
as a nine  
to five”
Island warden Paul 
Morrison is known as 
‘Captain Coquet’. When you 
hear about his life and work, 
this affectionate nickname 
comes as no surprise...

over. Puffins were 
wandering around 
and there were 
beautiful eider ducks 
– I couldn’t believe 
this tiny island a mile 
offshore was this perfect 
wildlife haven.” 

Whatever the job in hand, for 
Paul, it’s important to keep things 
fun: “Once we’ve finished our monitoring 
or maintenance work, we have a picnic or 
barbecue. We even have a pétanque club. 
The Duke of Northumberland, who owns 
the island, comes and plays every April. By 
the end of a game, the ground is punctured 
with holes from the heavy metal balls, 
creating ready-made scrapes for the terns.”

Ingenious solutions
For Coquetteers, ingenuity is the order of 
the day: “A colleague invented a gull alarm 
– a mobile phone in a waterproof box 
powered by a solar panel connected to a 
loudspeaker. If I’m at home and spot gulls 
getting too close to the tern chicks,  
I dial the number to the island phone.  
The ring tone is an alarm call, which  
scares the gulls away.”

Recent work includes installing a new 
de-salination unit and an otter-proof fence: 
“We have a new visitor, Mr Otter, who tries 
to steal the tern eggs during the night. We 
have cameras and people on watch to scare 
him away, but we’re also building a security 
fence to keep the birds safe.”

So what’s 
his proudest 
achievement? 
Paul ponders: 
“There are so many 

things – from the 
great teamwork and 

fabulous volunteers to 
everything we’ve done 

together to help the birds, 
particularly the roseate terns. Up until 

2000, there were only a handful left.
“Then we had a visit from Sammy Adu 

of the Ghanaian Wildlife Society who’d 
come to see the rosies nesting in the UK 
– he normally saw them wintering off the 
Ghana coast. We went to Rockabill, off 
the Irish coast, where they’d been using 
terracing and nest boxes. We took the idea 
back to Coquet. That was the start of the 
turnaround. From 24 pairs on the verge of 
extinction in the UK, my dream – and the 
EU LIFE’s target – was to have 100 breeding 
pairs. We now have 122. Amazing.”

Paul shows no signs of slowing down: 
“I’m getting a van and a new office on the 
harbour quayside by the end of the year, 
rather than everyone having to organise 
things from my house. It’ll also have better 
links for wifi for broadcasting from our 
roseate tern nest box cameras, which is 
our way of letting the world into our little 
slice of wildlife heaven.”

RED 
ALERT

Coquet is home to the UK’s 
only roseate tern colony.

Ready for take 
off: Coquet’s 
puffins use the 
roof of one of  
the hides as  
a runway.
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 FLOW COUNTRY PARTNERS  

In the summer months, Forsinard’s 
peatlands are teeming with wildlife. By 
late March, hen harriers have made a 

welcome return and, from mid-April, these 
awesome birds can be seen sky dancing 
over the heather once more.  

Checking in for the summer
Winged visitors receive a warm welcome as they inhabit the ancient 
habitats of RSPB Forsinard Flows once more, writes Darrell Stevens.

 FRIENDS OF THE LODGE

Letting the 
light in
Peter Bradley looks at how 
nature is benefiting from the 
recent woodland and 
heathland management. 

Over the winter, work was carried 
out in the woodland, mostly south 
of the HQ and gardens. In all, about 

7ha of conifers were thinned or felled, 
creating open spaces like glades and rides 
within the woods. We worked carefully 
around native broadleaf trees such as oak, 
and any other trees that looked interesting 
to wildlife or were already dead or dying 
– deadwood is so important for fungi, 
invertebrates and woodpeckers.

Muddle of micro-habitats
Excited robins and wrens quickly began 
exploring the worked areas, and I’m struck 
by how much light now hits the open 

The reserve supports around 12 breeding 
pairs each year and they’re normally very 
successful. Other sightings include merlin, 
and the occasional golden eagle, passing 
majestically overhead. 

Calls of the wild
In early summer, the bog comes alive with 
the calls of breeding dunlin, golden plover 
and greenshank. Seeing birds like this back 
on restored areas of blanket bog where they 
belong is what makes our work so special. 

Many of the reserve’s most important 
species live out in remote pools and lochs, 
including red-throated and black-throated 
divers, common scoter and otters. 

New for 2020
Last summer, we carried out management 
work on the farm at Forsinain. This included 
opening a small bird hide which overlooks 

some newly created wader scrapes. 
We’ve also introduced cattle to help with 
our grassland management for breeding 
waders such as lapwing, curlew and snipe.  

We recently purchased a new flail mower 
to tackle the wiry-stemmed rush, which 
densely covered some of the fields.  
Thanks to a woodland creation grant, we’re 
planting small areas of native woodland – 
oak, birch, hazel, alder and willow – along 
the banks of the river Halladale. The idea 
is to create shaded areas for salmon 
spawning in the river and nesting habitat for 
birds, including spotted flycatchers. 

Forsinard Flow’s blanket bog is one of the 
world’s rarest habitats and it’s a privilege to 
be involved in its restoration.

Restoring wetland, peatland 
and native woodland  
habitats for wildlife.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit rspb.org.uk and search for  
‘Forsinard Flows’.

WORK  
ON THE GROUND

837ha of non-native 
trees have been 

removed and drains 
have been blocked over 

1,747ha to keep the 
8,000-year-old peat 

bog wet.

woodland floor. To be honest, it all looks a bit 
messy – stumps oozing sap, half-fallen pines, 
piles of ‘lop and top’ (the bits left by the 
forestry workers as waste). Yet this muddle 
of micro habitats is just what wildlife likes.

Nature contributed to the range of good 
habitats by blowing over a handful of trees, 
lifting up their root plates – these sandy 
micro-cliffs will be perfect for solitary bees 
to colonise. 

The warmer weather is charming new 
vegetation from the bare, loamy soil, 

bringing a sudden flush of fresh greenery. 
The briars, birch and oak saplings, grasses 
and foxgloves bring an explosion in insect 
numbers – just what birds need.

Back in 2005–2007, we did something 
similar when we felled a 38ha conifer 
plantation to form the new heath, creating 
long, winding woodland edges, favoured 
by willow warblers and blackcaps. These 
insect-rich edges provide food for bats and, 
this year, we hope they will provide the 
perfect home for spotted flycatchers too.

Woodland work 
provides better 

habitats for wildlife.



6     IMPACT  SUMMER 2020

The UK’s seas offer an abundant source of renewable energy. The RSPB 
supports the increased use of this technology, as long as it’s in harmony with the 
fantastic marine wildlife that lives, breeds and feeds across our shores and seas. 

T   he UK’s greenhouse gas 
emissions targets have 
strengthened to achieve net-zero 

by 2050. Given the unprecedented threat 
posed by climate change, the RSPB is 
calling for an earlier, yet achievable, date 
of 2045 to reach net-zero, with renewable 
energy playing a vital role in reaching 
this target. With the UK already a world 
leader in the deployment of offshore 
wind, it’s clear that this technology can 
make an increasingly major contribution 
to decarbonising our energy systems.

Martin Harper, RSPB’s Global 
Conservation Director, states: “There’s 
no doubt that offshore wind is needed to 
combat the climate emergency. However, 
it needs to be planned extremely 
carefully. Unchecked, continued offshore 
wind expansion is predicted to cause 
long-term damage to breeding seabirds 
which call the UK home.”

The UK Government’s 2030 targets 
for offshore wind energy generation 
are ambitious. As these commitments 
turn into action, there’s an urgent need 
for government to address the way in 
which offshore wind is currently being 
deployed, so that we can decarbonise in 
a way that also meets the needs of our 
natural marine environment.

Understanding the risks
The available evidence suggests that 
offshore wind can impact seabirds in 
several ways. These include: collision; 
disturbance with noise or other human 
activity that causes birds to move  
away; habitat loss; blocking important 
flight pathways (barrier effects); and 
loss of access to preferred foraging 
areas (displacement). 

Martin continues: “The UK seas and 
coasts are home to millions of seabirds. 

“Immediate action is 
needed. Otherwise we 
face creating a wholly 

new environmental 
disaster, while trying to 

avert the impacts of 
climate change.”

Martin Harper, RSPB’s Global 
Conservation Director

The winds 
 OF CHANGE

These highly mobile birds spend 
most of their lives out at sea, facing 
increasing pressure from unprecedented 
levels of human activity in the marine 
environment. Development may result 
in birds being unable to feed in preferred 
foraging grounds, which in turn means 
they could lose weight and not be fit 
enough to breed successfully or survive 
the winter months.”

Martin warns: “The scale of threat 
from already approved offshore wind 
projects in UK waters is now recognised 
by government and scientists. It’s clear 
that immediate action is needed to 
address these risks. Otherwise we face 
creating a wholly new environmental 
disaster, while trying to avert the 
impacts of climate change.”

farms. New policies are needed to reflect 
the urgency of the nature and climate 
crises – and these must be flexible, so 
that we can adapt as we learn more. 
Alongside effectively managed protected 
areas, there’s also an urgent need for 
strategic, spatial marine planning and 
standardised industry-level regulations.”

Location, location, location
Action is also required to ensure 
deployment is directed to the most 
suitable locations. To support this, 
the RSPB has been actively working 
with other conservation organisations, 
government, its agencies and 
developers to deliver both science-
based recommendations and research 
projects. The aim is to fill knowledge 
gaps about how and where the UK’s 
seabirds use the seas and coasts, and 
how they interact with and are impacted 
by this growing sector.

A five-year RSPB project previously 
tracked the movements of kittiwakes, 
guillemots, razorbills and shags during 
the breeding season, as parents search 
for food to raise their young. Using 
this data, hotspot mapping techniques 
(see panel, right) have revealed the 
importance of the Scottish coasts for 
kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills, plus 
hotspots along the Pembrokeshire coast 
(Wales), Rathlin Island (Northern Ireland) 
and the Yorkshire coast (England).  
For shags, hotspots were typically found 
in inshore coastal waters, centred on the 
locations of their breeding colonies.

Helen explains the significance of 
this research: “By identifying important 
areas for seabirds, this research can help 
to direct development to areas where 
the risks to nature are lowest, while also 
informing where measures can be taken 

Helen Quayle, RSPB Policy Officer, 
adds: “For offshore wind to work in 
harmony with nature we need a robust 
evidence base. This should be formed 
from standardised monitoring and 
research programmes to increase our 
understanding of where seabirds are and 
how they interact with operational wind 
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to help boost the recovery and 
resilience of our sealife.”

In deep water
The current primary offshore 
wind technology is turbines 
that are fixed to the seabed, 
meaning they can only be 
located in shallower waters. However, 
advances in floating wind technology – 
where turbines are mounted on floating 
structures tethered to the seabed – 
could allow deployment of renewables 
in areas of deeper water, away from 
breeding colonies and important feeding 
areas. Martin says: “Floating wind is an 
emerging technology which requires 
government support to ensure its 
continued innovation to allow offshore 
wind development in less sensitive areas.”

Helen also points out the need for a 
broader energy mix: “We must make use 
of all the tools we have.  
This includes not only deploying a much 
broader suite of low-carbon renewable 
technologies, such as onshore wind 
and solar alongside offshore wind, 
but also other measures such as 
Nature-Based Solutions. These include 
restoring natural habitats which can 
lock up and store carbon, while also 
supporting biodiversity. We also need 
to see significant increases in energy 
efficiencies within our economy to 
reduce energy demand.”

Helen concludes: “Action to tackle the 
climate emergency is vital. We believe 
that with strategic, evidence-based 
planning for offshore wind, the UK 
can respond to these challenges in a 
way that allows offshore wind to exist 
alongside a marine environment that 
is restored, enhanced and resilient to 
future environmental pressures.”

The RSPB is using hotspot mapping 
techniques to learn more about 
the lives of kittiwakes, guillemots, 
razorbills and shags as they forage at 
sea during the breeding season. The 
maps identify the most important 
areas for seabirds, providing vital 
information that can help to direct 
development to areas where the 
risks to nature are lowest and inform 
how best we can protect the birds.  

Mapping hotspots
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 BIRD OF PREY DEFENDERS

Mapping 12 years 
of bird crime
The RSPB’s  
Investigations Unit has  
been keeping a record of all bird of prey 
persecution incidents in the UK for 
more than a decade, but what does  
12 years of this data look like on a map? 
Jenny Shelton reveals all...

W hen you see all the data the 
RSPB’s Investigations Unit 
has been collecting over a 

number of years plotted on a map, it’s 
a stark, visual reminder that incredible 
birds of prey such as buzzards, peregrines 
and hen harriers, continue to be illegally 
shot, trapped and poisoned. Presenting 
information in this way also provides a 
clear indicator of where this is happening 
most often. In a nutshell, this is what  
12 years of raptor persecution looks like, 
based only on known, confirmed incidents:

•  There were 1,242 confirmed  
incidents UK-wide

• 484 were shooting incidents
• 428 involved buzzards
• 189 involved red kites
• 131 involved sparrowhawks
•  22 different raptor species were  

targeted, including rare hen harriers
•  132 took place in North Yorkshire  

(the most of any county)
•  2018 was the worst raptor crime  

year in England for a decade

What’s clear is that the highest 
concentration of incidents occurred in 
areas of upland habitat often associated 
with driven grouse shooting, where birds 
of prey are seen by some as a threat 
to gamebird stocks. We’re hopeful that 
this data, collected from a wide range 
of sources (including enforcement 
authorities, post-mortem reports and 

Tag for life
From the end of June into July, the 
first hen harrier nestlings will be 
preparing to fledge. There’s a small 
window (this year, subject to Covid-19 
restrictions) when RSPB experts are 
able to fit satellite tags to the strongest 
youngsters. It’s a question of perfect 
timing – too early and the birds may 
still be too small; too late and they may 
bolt and disappear into the heather. 
The tags send regular signals as to 
the bird’s whereabouts and, crucially, 
alerting the team if the bird dies.

In 2013 there were no successful 
nests in England at all. In 2019, there 
were 12 successful nests. However, 
there could – and should – be around 
300 hen harrier pairs in England alone.

HOW TO REPORT  
BIRD CRIME

If you notice a dead bird of prey in 
suspicious circumstances or lying 
next to what could be poisoned 

bait, please call the police on 101 
then email RSPB Investigations at 
crime@rspb.org.uk. For advice, 
visit rspb.org.uk and search for  

“How to report crimes  
against wild birds”.

RED 
ALERT

Hen harrier

➜ FIND  
OUT MORE
View the data 
online by 
searching 
‘RSPB raptor 
map’. Please 
report 
potential 
crimes as this 
is valuable 
information for our data set. 

verified eyewitnesses), will assist with law 
enforcement, increase awareness, and 
help the RSPB advocate for changes to 
build a better future for birds of prey. 

Not safe from harm
It’s also clear that, despite legal protection, 
birds of prey are not safe. Laws are 
too often being flouted, and clearly not 
providing an adequate deterrent. This  
must be addressed.  

The RSPB continues to encourage 
governments to license driven grouse 
moors, which would mean those  
found to be undertaking illegal activity 
could have their license to shoot 
suspended. For those of us who’ve had 
enough of raptor persecution, these 
numbers will spark feelings of frustration 
and outrage. It’s undoubtedly a bleak 
picture. But, with perseverance and 
support, we can turn the tide.



 FRIENDS OF LAKE VYRNWY

This shy bird is becoming ever rarer, but the team at Sherwood Forest 
are determined to help them thrive once more. By Helen Moffat.

The ancient woodland trails, moorland rivers and pools at Lake Vyrnwy teem 
with life in summer, but there’s much conservation work to be done to 
maintain the reserve’s sensitive habitats, writes Sioned Jones. 

Lake Vyrnwy is special at all times of 
year, but summer on the reserve is as 
magical as spring, with our woodland 

migrants having made themselves quite at 
home since their arrival back in April and May.

Along our ancient woodland trails, some 
of the oak woodland breeding specialists 
such as pied flycatcher, redstart and wood 
warbler are making themselves seen 
and heard, as well as a variety of other 
species such as blackcap, garden warbler, 
willow tit, tree creeper and great spotted 
woodpeckers. It’s particularly wonderful to 
see pied flycatchers return to the reserve 
year-on-year, especially as it’s a 13,500km 
round trip to Africa.

Top of the lake
More than 300 streams, waterfalls and 
rivers flow into the lake and along many of 
our streams, particularly those downstream 
of the dam or leading to the main waterfall 
at the top end of the lake, we often find the 
bobbing dipper, grey wagtails and common 
sandpiper searching and diving for food in the 
fast-flowing water. Or, if we’re lucky, there’s 
a potential glimpse of our secretive otters as 

➜ FIND OUT MORE
To keep up to date with reserve highlights, 
why not read our blogs by visiting  
rspb.org.uk and searching for ‘Lake 
Vyrnwy’. You can also follow us on 
Facebook @rspbmidwales or on Twitter  
@rspblakevyrnwy for all the  
latest information. 

BBC Countryfile 
at the Lake
RSPB Lake Vyrnwy was chosen as 
one of the seasonal hubs for this year’s 
BBC Countryfile team. Presenters Ellie 
Harrison and Matt Baker visited in early 
of March to learn more about the site’s 
history and the work we’re doing on the 
farm and moorlands, as well as 
getting a sneaky peak inside 
the neogothic water 
tower. We hope 
they’ll return to 
explore the 
reserve 
further,  
later in 
the year.

they play and swim in the pools below the 
dam, or outside our centenary hide.

Along one of our two beautiful moorland 
roads, upland specialists such as whinchat, 
wheatear and ring ouzel can be found.  
We may even get to see one of our elegant 
hen harriers as it quarters the moorland 
looking for prey. But it’s not just birds that 
deserve our attention. 

In late summer, the heather will be in full 
bloom, with areas of moorland becoming 
a rolling carpet of purple and a great 
nectar source for many insects, moths 
and butterflies. The heather covering the 
moorland is an important habitat.  
Short (young) heather provides food for 
our Welsh mountain sheep, black grouse 
and red grouse, and shelter and nest sites 
for some ground-nesting birds such as our 
meadow pipit and skylark. Taller (older) 
heather provides shelter and nest sites 
for birds such as hen harrier, merlin, black 
grouse, red grouse and other wildlife.  

Peregrines, which have nested 
on the cliffs opposite the lakeside 

hide for the last 30 
years, are expecting 
their little bundles 

any day now. Once 
fledged, watching the 
parents teaching their 
young how to hunt is a 
great way for us to spend 

a dawn or dusk outing at  
the reserve.  

Managing the land
The uplands of the Lake Vyrnwy estate  
are home to more than 30 square km 
of blanket bog, a wetland habitat which 
mantles the ridges and hilltops. Blanket bog 
is important, not only for rare and specialist 
wildlife, but also as a sponge which filters and 
smooths the flow of water from the hilltops, 
and for the vast stores of carbon accumulated 
over millennia as peat. However, centuries 
of drainage and erosion have degraded Lake 
Vyrnwy’s blanket bogs – damage we aim to 
reverse over the next few years.

View from above
We’ve recently used aerial imagery to map 
the drains, gullies and hags (peat cliffs) 
which will need to be blocked or reprofiled 
to restore the bog. In February, RSPB and 
Hafren Dyfrdwy reserve staff and volunteers 
braved the weather to survey the 827ha of 
blanket bog in the hills above the Rhiwargor 
waterfall. They checked the validity of our 
maps and measured peat depth every 100m. 

This work, thanks to support from 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund, has 
helped produce the most comprehensive 
assessment of blanket bog condition ever 
undertaken at Vyrnwy, identifying over  
11km of ditches, 14km of gullies and 13km 
of hags to be tackled. So, there’s plenty 
of hard graft ahead for the team and our 
wonderful band of volunteers.

Nature in full bloom
RED 

ALERT

Left: Great spotted 
woodpecker. 
Right: Otter

Pied flycatcher
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Lake Vyrnwy’s  
neogothic water tower.
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The reintroduction of a keystone species is a wonderful thing to behold. But when that 
lost species makes its way to your reserve of its own accord – that’s when you know 
that you’re really creating a home for nature...

In late summer 2019, during a routine 
walkaround, Luke Wake, the RSPB 
Loch Lomond Assistant Warden, 

thought he’d seen something unusual in 
the river. Not sure whether to believe his 
own eyes, a look at some recent video 
footage captured in the area proved what 
he suspected – the creature he’d seen, 
also caught on camera, was a beaver.

Site Manager Paula Baker says: 
“Evidence of beaver activity had been 
noted in and around the River Endrick, 
which is the boundary of RSPB Loch 
Lomond. Cameras were then erected by 
Scottish Natural Heritage and the RSPB to 
try to capture some footage – which was 
successful. As far as we can tell, there’s 
just a single beaver in the area at present. 
However, it’s only a matter of time before 
spreading individuals meet and breed.”

In fact, beavers have been slowly 
moving into the Loch Lomond catchment P
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Beavers bound for  
 RSPB LOCH LOMOND

LOCH LOMOND
for a number of years and there are a 
number of different locations around  
Loch Lomond where beaver signs have  
been reported. 

Paula adds: “Their populations are likely 
to be coming from the Tay and Forth 
catchment and they can travel  
great distances to find suitable habitats 
and mates. Additionally, evidence of 
activity has been found on the Aber  
Burn, a stream that leads into the  
river, indicating the beaver has been 
feeding on the reserve. Back in March, 
additional footage was captured by one of 
our keen volunteers, Ian Fulton, showing 
the beaver feeding and swimming, giving 
us even more information about this 
fascinating creature.”

Back where they belong
The return of beavers to Scotland and 
their recognition as a European Protected 

Species is one of the most significant 
changes to the natural environment in 
recent years. This protection came into 
force in Scotland in May 2019, with the 
Scottish Government stating that the 
species should be allowed to expand its 
range naturally. Loch Lomond’s new arrival 
heralds the return of a species that was 
part of Scotland’s wildlife for thousands  
of years, before becoming extinct around 
the 16th century.

Friends with benefits
RSPB Scotland’s Senior Species and 
Habitats Officer, James Silvey, says: 
“RSPB Scotland Loch Lomond is an 
ideal home for beavers and will greatly 
benefit from their presence. As a keystone  
species, beavers have the ability to 
dramatically change their environment, 
creating wetlands that support a vast array 
of wildlife. Beavers have been shown 
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to benefit invertebrates, fish, mammals 
and plants. They can achieve a level of 
hydrological management that would be 
extremely difficult and time-consuming 
through human efforts alone.”

As an example of how beavers will 
benefit the site, the fen at Loch Lomond  
is currently in declining condition due  
to a lowered water table and spread  
of unfavourable plants. 

Habitat managers
James adds: “Beavers instinctively manage 
their habitat to suit their own needs.  

Why beavers are 
wildlife heroes
● The Eurasian beaver was once 
widespread across the UK. Some 
paleontological and archaeological 
finds, along with written historical 
accounts, suggest that it was present 
in Scotland until the early 16th century. 
Over-hunting, particularly for its 
valuable pelt, appears to have been the 
main cause of the beaver’s extinction.

● Beavers generally inhabit 
broadleaved woodland next  
to standing freshwater or 
slow-moving streams. 

● Totally herbivorous, beavers feed 
on woody material and leaves, both 
of which there is an abundance of at 
Loch Lomond. 

● These monogamous animals live in 
family groups and prefer to make their 
homes in burrows along riverbanks.

● Where it’s not possible to burrow, 
beavers build lodges of piled logs. They 
also dam streams to maintain water 
levels and construct canals to enable 
them to access new feeding areas 
away from the main body of water.

● As ‘ecosystem engineers’ their 
activities can create wetland habitats, 
improve habitat structure and diversity, 
and enhance biodiversity. They can 
also alleviate flooding, improve water 
quality and bring socio-economic 
benefits. At a time when Nature-
Based Solutions are high on the 
climate change agenda, beavers  
are a valued ally.

For example, if water levels are too low, 
they will dam streams, creating safe pools 
to feed and build their lodge. This would in 
turn reduce the dominance of reed canary 
grass, which does not like to have its ‘feet 
in water’, paving the way for more favoured 
wetland plants such as sedges. The 
beavers would also make their own ditch 
and dam systems, providing a complex 
wetland with a range of habitats from pool 
systems to wet woodlands. We’re delighted 
to welcome beavers back and look forward 
to seeing the positive impact they’ll have  
on RSPB Loch Lomond’s habitats.”

 “Beavers provide a complex wetland  
with a range of habitats from pool 

systems to wet woodlands.”



Chocolate from 
the rainforest
Forest-friendly 
chocolate bars, 
created for the RSPB, 
were launched in 
January 2019. Thanks to your help, we 
have sold close to 5,000 bars. Profits 
from these sales will be reinvested into 
the Gola Rainforest Cocoa Project to 
support farmers to develop sustainable 
and self-sufficient businesses for forest-
edge communities. Gola Rainforest 
cocoa, from Ngoleagorbu Cocoa 
Producer Organisation is now officially 
Fairtrade certified. This is a milestone 
in the cocoa project and will allow for 
opportunities to sell to more buyers 
and will provide a Fairtrade premium for 
farmers. Available from rspbshop.co.uk

Our vision for Abernethy is bold. 
Already one of the finest and 
largest examples of Caledonian 

pine forest, the aim is to double Abernethy 
Forest in size to almost 8,000ha over the 
coming 200 years. 

If this is achieved, the forest will once 
again reach its natural tree-line, and a natural 
transition will emerge from large pines 
lower down (200m above sea level) to birch 
higher up (600m above sea level) and then 
low-montane scrub even higher up towards 
the Cairngorms plateau, which reaches 
1,309m at Ben Macdui – the second highest 
mountain in the UK after Ben Nevis. 

A bigger woodland will increase the 
robustness of this important habitat in 
the face of climate change, and in case 
of disease, windthrow or fire. A more 
resilient, more natural forest will also help 
sensitive species, such as capercaillie and 
twinflower, especially once it grows enough 
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 RAINFOREST GUARDIANS

 FRIENDS OF ABERNETHY 

Regenerating the forest
The team at Abernethy has been busy mapping Caledonian 
pine woodland regeneration, reports Uwe Stoneman.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
About this RSPB partnership project at 
cairngormsconnect.org.uk

BY NUMBERS
Only 1% 
of this great woodland, which once 
covered 1.5 million ha, remains

200ha 
of woodland regeneration mapped in 
2019, compared to 2009

UK birds benefit from Gola project
Agro-forestry plots provide the ideal wintering home for our summer migrants. 

T  he Gola Rainforest National Park 
in Sierra Leone is one of the most 
significant biodiversity hotspots in the 

world. The RSPB, and our partners in Gola, 
have been working with local communities – 
who regard the forest as their home 
and want to protect it, while 
generating much-needed 
income for their families – to 
rebuild the cocoa trade. 

One way of doing this is 
through agro-forestry, where 
crops, such as cocoa, are 
grown amongst native trees, 
maintaining a proportion of the 
natural forest cover. The agricultural 
land then provides habitat for the forest-
dependent wildlife found around Gola.

The Greater Gola Landscape is home to 
over 130 migrant bird species, including several 
of our summer migrants such as cuckoo, 
nightingale, pied flycatcher, whinchat and 

wood warbler. Wood warblers are a species of 
conservation concern as their population has 
declined across Europe by 35% since 1982. 
In the past year, three wood warblers tagged 
in the UK have been successfully tracked to 

Sierra Leone and Liberia.
Our surveys have also recorded 
wood warblers in shade- 
grown cocoa around Gola, 
demonstrating they do use 
it as a wintering habitat. 
Research in Ghana, led by 
Dr John Mallord from the 

RSPB’s Centre for Conservation 
Science, indicates that: “Wood 

warblers prefer forest-like areas with 
many trees, but they avoid dense forest.” 

So, while the wood warblers wouldn’t make 
use of the cocoa plants themselves, it’s the 
density of native trees found within agro-
forestry plots that suits the birds, providing 
them with the ideal wintering home.

to link up with the neighbouring Glenmore 
Forest, which, like Abernethy, is part of the 
Cairngorms Connect project. 

In 2019, the team at Abernethy mapped 
tree regeneration and compared it to the last 
survey 10 years ago. This was a huge effort, 
involving at least 500km of transect walking 
and GPS recording in very challenging 
terrain. The results were encouraging.  
The team found 200ha of new regeneration, 
mainly of Caledonian pine.

Over time, we hope that other tree 
species, such as birch, rowan, aspen and 
juniper will also increase and spread. Further 
scientific experiments and trials are planned 
to help us better understand what we can 
do to help these tree species too. 

Wood warbler

RED 
ALERT



This year, we’ve been doing work at 
Sherwood Forest which we hope 
will help protect its ancient oak 

trees and all the wildlife which depends 
on them for many years to come. The 
forest has a fantastic collection of ancients 
–  trees aged 400 years and above – which 
is one of the biggest in Europe.  
But elsewhere in the forest, the rest of the 
trees are relatively young, which throws 
up a real dilemma for the forest’s future.

Old oaks are vital to life here as 
they provide homes for more species 
than any other native trees and offer a 
very specific habitat. Each is capable 
of supporting hundreds of different 
creatures – from bats and birds in hollow 
trunks to a host of fungi in knots and 
branches, as well as some of the forest’s 
most important inhabitants – insects.

“These ancient oaks are home to a 
nationally and internationally important 
collection of insects associated with 
decaying wood (saproxylic insects) 
including the rare cardinal click beetle,” 
explains RSPB ecologist, Andy Skinner. 
“The decay of wood is largely driven by 
fungi, including the rare oak polypore, 

 GUARDIANS OF SHERWOOD 
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➜ FIND OUT MORE
Keep in touch with the forest at 
visitsherwood.co.uk
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Saproxylic invertebrates are insects which are dependent on dead or decaying wood during 
their life cycle. They’re one of the most endangered species in Europe, and almost a fifth are 
threatened with extinction. Loss of habitat – old trees – is their biggest threat. These creatures 
are vital to the life of the forest, recycling nutrients, pollinating and acting as an important food 
source for birds and other wildlife, which is why the veteranisation programme is so essential.

One of the veteranisation team 
working on lightning-strike 

recreation.

Insect alert

which is found at only a handful of sites 
across the UK including Sherwood. 
Decaying wood insects are one of the 
most threatened group of insects in 
Europe and Sherwood is one of the top 
10 sites in the whole of the UK for them.”

The lost generation
But once these old trees die and have 
rotted, there are very few ‘up and 
coming’ ancients to take their place. 
The popularity of Sherwood timber in 
the past, taken for ships and building, 
meant thousands of trees were lost in 
a relatively short space of time. There’s 
been replanting since, but relatively 
recently, leaving the forest with a 
‘missing generation’ of trees. 

Earlier this year, we began to help 
bridge the generation gap. Working 
with ancient tree experts, we started a 
programme of ‘veteranisation’ as part 
of Back from the Brink – a conservation 
project to save species from extinction.

Veteranisation explained
Veteranisation is a process used on 
younger trees which introduces the 

effects of nature and aging.  
The techniques used are called 
‘biomimicry’ – designed to replicate key 
habitat features which would naturally 
occur. By removing a branch or making 
a small hole in the bark – the kind of 
feature resulting from high winds or 
a woodpecker drumming – we can 
kick-start processes which will create 
features seen in older trees. 

Arboriculturist Reg Harris, from Urban 
Forestry, carried out the work. He says: 
“From research carried out for the 
International Veteranisation Project in 
Norway, Sweden and the UK, there’s 
been very encouraging results, with 
several endangered species already 
using key features cut into the trees.” 

The aim of the work is that in years to 
come, the forest will reach a point where 
there is always another ‘aged’ tree coming 
through to replace those that are lost.

Ancient teachings
Old oaks provide homes for more species than any  
other native trees. But what will happen when Sherwood’s veterans finally die and 
rot? The answer lies in helping young trees to age quicker, explains Helen Moffat.

Red-headed cardinal beetle
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Three UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 
transects have been surveyed on 
Hope Farm since 2001. Having this 

longstanding dataset provides us with a 
good way of being able to clearly visualise 
the changes that have taken place over 
the last 20 years – and reflect on why our 
butterfly numbers have improved. 

While we may not be out surveying in the 
field this year, we still have the opportunity 
to look back on last year’s results. Normally, 
surveys start at the beginning of April 
and end 26 weeks later at the end of 
September. In the 2019 monitoring season 
we conducted 22 weekly surveys that 
covered an amazing 125km.

Using this data, we calculate an index that 
gives the average percentage change in the 
population of the 22 farmland species. Defra 
uses this data to report on the status of UK 
farmland butterflies too. In 2019, a record 
count of over 6,200 individual butterflies of 
24 species were recorded, leaving the Hope 
Farm butterfly index standing at a 409% 
increase on the baseline set in 2000. 

 HOPE FARM

Species thriving at Hope Farm
White-letter 
hairstreak 
is a high 
priority for 
the Butterfly 

Conservation charity, as 
Dutch Elm disease removed 
key breeding habitat. We’ve 
planted an elm treeline along 
one of our hedgerows. 

Small heath 
is also a 
species of high 
conservation 
priority, declining 

by 57% in the UK since the 
1970s. The caterpillars rely on 
fine grasses to thrive, so we 
plant these with our wildflower 
mixes around the farm. 

Red admiral 
are an amazing 
species for their 
vast migrations, 
with many 

individuals flying from their 
wintering habitats in North 
Africa and continental Europe 
every year. Interestingly, some 
now overwinter here too. 

Brown 
argus are 
normally 
found on 
chalkland 

grassland, but the species 
has recently changed its 
food source plant. Cranesbill, 
a common plant at Hope 
Farm, is now on the menu.

Ringlets 
are mostly 
a clayland 
species, well 
suited to the 

soils at Hope Farm. We’ve 
around 3ha of long grass 
margins, which provide 
ample feeding areas for  
the caterpillar.

Gatekeepers 
are often seen 
with the ringlets 
and meadow 
brown, as they 

occupy similar habitats, but 
emerge a couple of weeks 
later. Diversity of grass species 
caters not just for the adults, 
but the caterpillars too. 

Marbled white 
has started to 
colonise the 
farm in recent 
years, possibly 

due to increasing temperatures. 
The butterfly adults are found 
predominantly on flowery 
grasslands, perfectly suited to 
our wildflower margins.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
This year commemorates  
20 years of the RSPB’s 
ownership of Hope Farm. 
While the special events  
we had planned are on hold, 
you can keep up to date  
with our news by visiting 
rspb.org.uk and searching 
for ‘Hope Farm’.

The butterfly effect
Giving up a small proportion of land for nature makes a huge 
difference. At Hope Farm, managing habitats for wildlife has 
seen butterfly numbers flying high, writes Georgina Bray.

Our record count mirrors the positive 
national result for 2019, which was the best 
year for the national Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme since 1997. However, our long-term 
increase in butterfly numbers bucks the 
national trend. Species including white-letter 
hairstreak, small tortoiseshell, gatekeeper, 
small copper and peacock are all in decline 
on farmland, but are found at Hope Farm.

Weather permitting
Butterfly populations can show short-
term fluctuations in relation to weather 
conditions. Warm and sunny summers 
such as 2019 can increase adult numbers, 
whereas very wet winters can have 
negative effects as eggs and larvae  
can drown.

Since the RSPB purchased Hope Farm, 
we’ve increased the abundance of habitats 
available not just for butterfly species, but 
for nature as a whole. Different resources 
are required for different stages of the 
butterfly’s life cycle, so we try to cater 
for our 27 species (and counting) with a 

diverse range of 
habitats. Orange-
tip, brimstone, small 
copper, red admiral, 
gatekeeper, meadow 
brown and small heath were 
all recorded at record levels 
over the 2019 season. Notably, 
the small heath had 79 records on 
transect surveys, when previously 
there had been only 50 transect records of 
this species since 2001. 

For butterflies in general, nectar and food 
resources are important, so we’ve planted 
3.2ha of legume-based, pollen and nectar 
margins on the farm, which adds up to 
1.7% of the total farmed area. Wildflower 
margins, that provide a wildflower meadow 
network running across the farm, account 
for 3.8% of the farmed area, or 6.8ha. 
We’re paid to use this land for conservation 
purposes, currently with EU funding, and by 
taking just this small portion of the land out 
of production, we make a huge difference 
for wildlife – a 409% difference to be exact.

Small heath
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 FRIENDS OF RAMSEY ISLAND

Invasive mammals such as  
rats are known to have 
devastating effects on seabird 
and land bird populations by 
predation of eggs, chicks and 
even adult birds. They have 
caused extinctions on numerous 
islands throughout the world, 
with smaller, burrowing seabirds 
most affected. 

Eradication is recognised as 
one of the most important tools in 
avian conservation. The success 
of the Ramsey Island project 
paved the way for more recent 
eradications on Lundy, Scilly  
and The Shiants. 

Biosecurity for LIFE
While mammalian predators 
are found on the UK mainland, 
they’re not native to most of 
our offshore islands. Therefore, 
preventing these mammals  
being accidentally introduced is 
critical for the protection of our 
seabird populations. 

In 2016, the RSPB carried 
out an audit of the biosecurity 
measures in place on each  
of the UK’s 41 seabird island 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs). 
The results showed that many 
of our most important seabird 
islands have no protection 
against the threat of invasion. 
In response, an initiative – 
Biosecurity for LIFE – was set 
up. This project works with 
communities, businesses, 
government agencies and 
conservation groups to raise the 
level of biosecurity protection. 
By minimising the likelihood of 
non-native mammalian predators 
establishing on these islands 
we can avoid having to carry out 
eradication operations.

Protection from 
predators

It was ship-wrecking storms in 
the 18th century that resulted in 
some unwelcome visitors coming 

ashore and wreaking havoc on Ramsey 
Island, located a mile off the north 
Pembrokeshire coast. This accidental 
arrival of brown rats had a devastating 
effect on Ramsey’s burrow-nesting 
seabirds. Eggs and defenceless  
chicks were easy pickings for these  
non-native predators and, subsequently,  
a once-thriving puffin colony became 
extinct and Manx shearwaters were 
severely impacted.

The RSPB, which purchased Ramsey 
Island in 1992, realised that drastic 
action needed to be taken. In 1999/2000 
– under the guidance of Wildlife 
Management International from New 
Zealand – an ambitious rat eradication 
programme was undertaken. 

Now, some 20 years later, the 
great news is that seabird numbers 
are consistently rising, as island site 
manager Greg Morgan reveals: “In 
1998, the year before eradication, there 
were just 897 pairs of Manx shearwater 
breeding on Ramsey with very few 
chicks successfully fledging. Since 
then, Ramsey’s remarkable population 
increase over the past 20 years means 
that Manxies, which are Amber Listed 
in terms of UK conservation status, 
are now the most numerous breeding 
species on the island.”

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit rspb.org.uk and search 
for ‘Biosecurity for LIFE’.

The rise of Ramsey’s Manxies
1998 2007 2016 2021

897 pairs 2,387 pairs 4,796 pairs What will the next  
full survey reveal?  
Watch this space!

From shipwrecks  
to ship shape  
The invasion of brown rats on Ramsey Island 150 years 
ago saw seabird populations plummet. Thanks to you,  
the island is now celebrating its 20th year rat-free.

Manx 
shearwater

An exciting discovery
Greg continues: “Another exciting discovery 
was storm petrels nesting on Ramsey’s 
west coast for the first time on record. 
These tiny seabirds (the size of a swallow) 
nest in the crevices in rocks, burrows and in 
stone walls. They had never been recorded 
on Ramsey until 2008 when we discovered 
five pairs breeding. Around 1,500 razorbills, 
4,500 guillemots and up to 300 pairs of 
fulmars are now breeding on the island.”

Ground-nesting birds have also benefited 
from the rat eradication. Greg says: “Skylarks 
that nest on the sheep-grazed grassland 
and northern wheatears, which nest in the 
island’s stone walls, have also seen increased 
numbers. Ramsey is now the safe haven our 
wonderful island birds deserve.”

RED 
ALERT
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 FRIENDS OF THE ALBATROSS

What’s WAD2020? 
This year, on 19 June, the first-ever 
World Albatross Day (WAD2020) will 
be held. From virtually uninhabited 
UK Overseas Territories in the South 
Atlantic, to cities across Argentina, 
South Africa and Japan, these iconic 
birds will be celebrated. 
Follow the  
RSPB’s Albatross 
Talk Force  
social media 
channels to  
find out how  
you can  
get involved.    

Protecting the planet’s ocean wanderers
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Across the globe, our Albatross Task Force teams are on the ground – educating, 
engaging and changing things for the better, reports Nina da Rocha.

Albatrosses are amazing – there’s 
just no other word to describe 
them. They can ride ocean winds 

for hours without even a flap of their 
huge three-metre wings, live up to 60 
years of age or more and they mate 
for life. The fact that they are severely 
threatened throughout our oceans is 
something we must change. 

Today, 15 of the 22 albatross species 
are at threat of extinction, but the RSPB, 
alongside a wide range of partners, are 
working tirelessly to protect them on land 
and at sea. We’re doing this by working 
towards reducing the impacts of invasive 
alien species on UK Overseas Territories 
where they nest, such as Gough Island 
in the South Atlantic. We’re also working 
with fishing fleets and governments all 
over the world to reduce 
the number o›f birds that 
are accidentally killed 
as bycatch – when the 
birds come into contact 
with fishing vessels, 
lured in by baited longline 
hooks or discarded fish heads. 

The RSPB’s Albatross Task Force (ATF), 
launched with BirdLife International in 

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Twitter: @albytaskforce  
Instagram: @albatross_stories  
Facebook: Albatross Task Force    

2005, is the world’s first international 
team of seabird bycatch mitigation 
experts. Our ATF teams work in key 
seabird bycatch hotspots in Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, South Africa and Namibia.

Safer seas in Namibia
And our approach is working. In Namibia 
– once considered one of the deadliest 
fisheries for seabirds in the world, with 
an estimated 30,000 birds killed each 
year – the ATF team have reported a 
reduction in longline bycatch rates of 
98%. This success has been achieved by 
deploying a number of initiatives:

TRAINING: The ATF team has delivered 
training on seabird identification 
and how to monitor and report on 
seabird bycatch to more than 75% of 
all Namibian Government fisheries 
observers in our target fleets’ home 
ports Walvis Bay and Lüderitz.

ENGAGEMENT: Since 2015, demersal 
trawl and longline vessels targeting 
hake in Namibia are required to use 
bird scaring lines (towed from a high 
point with colourful streamers attached 
to deter birds) by law. However, many 
of the crew members were not aware 
of this and didn’t understand the 
importance of protecting seabirds.  
The ATF instructors spend time onboard 
vessels with fishing crews to raise 
awareness of these issues and offer 

support. As a result, many fishing 
crews become interested in bird 
identification and solutions to the 
threats that seabirds are facing.

ENFORCEMENT: The ATF teams 
continue to work closely with 
industry and governments to 

ensure bycatch is monitored and 
reported on, and that bycatch 

mitigation regulations are enforced.
Thanks to our fantastic supporters, 

the ATF teams are making a real 
difference all over the world. Although 
there’s still much to do, being active,  

on the ground, means we’re getting 
our message across to the  

people who can change the 
fortunes of these incredible  

ocean wanderers.

Black browed 
albatross


