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Saving St Helena’s cloud forests

News

The wonderful Aardman Animations 
(of Wallace and Gromit fame) and 
Catsnake: The Story Agency have 
helped us to create a brand new  
TV advert raising awareness of leaving 
a gift in your Will to the RSPB. 

It follows one blue tit’s journey through 
time as it flies over a rapidly changing 
British landscape and we see through its 
eyes the impact humans are having on the 
world. We hope that the advert, voiced 
by Oscar-wining actor Jim Broadbent, 
will touch the hearts of people across the 
nation and boost support for our work to 
help nature and people thrive together.

You can watch it for yourself at  
rspb.org.uk/legacy

Coquet Island off the coast of 
Northumberland is a haven for 
seabirds. So much so, its colony  
of kittiwakes has increased to the  
point that natural nesting sites in  
the cliffs are now in short supply.

In a bid to boost the amount of available 
real estate we began laboriously carving 
out ledges in the cliffs in 2019 and by the 
next breeding season every single one 
was occupied. With the birds setting up 
home on the ledges faster than we could 

Far out in the Atlantic Ocean lies the UK Overseas 
Territory of St Helena, an island whose misty, 
mountainous forests are home to some of the 
world’s most unusual creatures. Luminous 
woodlice, blushing snails and giant daisies  
all call this place home – but it’s under threat. 

Over the centuries, people and livestock have 
chopped and munched their way through 
much of the native cloud forest and 
what little is left is fragmented 
and in poor condition. Not 
only is this bad news for 
the 250 endemic species 
that live there – and 
nowhere else in the 
world – it could spell 
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Don’t miss our new animated advert

Getting creative for kittiwakes

disaster for the drought-prone island’s population, 
who rely on the forest for 40% of their fresh water. 

Now, thanks to funding from the UK Government, 
we’re embarking on an ambitious partnership project 
to restore the island’s forests. Together with St 
Helena’s government, the local community and our 

partners, we will be creating new cloud forest 
and linking the remaining fragments, 
bringing this special habitat back to its 
former glory.  

Find out more at  
rspb.org.uk/st-helena 

carve new ones, we needed a new plan. 
And that’s where RSPB volunteer and 
blacksmith artist Stephen Lunn came in. 

With the help of the Coquet team, 
he designed bespoke stainless steel 
‘hammocks’ for the kittiwakes which 
could quickly and easily be installed into 
the cliffs. Thanks to his hard work the 
extra nesting ledges were in place in time 
for the 2021 breeding season and they 
went down a storm, with pairs quickly 
taking up residence and raising chicks. 
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Spiky yellow woodlice  
glow under UV light
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