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Legacy and In Memoriam Adviser Amanda McQuat 
explains how she’s giving nature a home in her 
garden and reveals her favourite Birdwatch biscuit. 
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MEET THE 
LEGACY TEAM

Bitterns booming at Ouse Fen

HOW DID YOU COME TO 
WORK FOR THE RSPB?

I actually started out with a career 
in jewellery and silversmithing. 
But after working as a manager of 
a jewellery store, I decided that I 
wanted a job that would make a 
positive difference to the planet. 

I was an RSPB member and had 
always loved wildlife, so I decided 
to investigate what jobs were 
available and saw a Membership 
Area Manager post advertised.  
I’m a real people person, so I 
jumped at the chance to manage 
a team of membership recruiters 
and was lucky enough to land the 
job. After several years in the post 
I went off on maternity leave and 
when I returned I moved over to 
the wonderful Legacy Team as a 
Legacy and In Memoriam Adviser. 

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY 
MOST ABOUT YOUR JOB?

It’s so rewarding to be able to help 
people support a cause they, or 
their loved ones, care passionately 
about – people’s generosity is 
really inspiring. 

As a team, we’re really keen to 
show people the amazing work 
that their money will help to 
fund and so running events is a 
real highlight for me. During the 
pandemic these had to be virtual, 
but I’ll be hosting my first face-to-
face event soon and I can’t wait! 
It’s a great way to meet people 
and give them a behind-the-
scenes look at the places  
and wildlife they’re supporting.

WHAT’S YOUR  
EARLIEST MEMORY OF 
DISCOVERING NATURE?

I grew up in the countryside 
next to woodland and so I was 
surrounded by wildlife at a young 
age. We had all sorts of birds 
in the garden, as well as foxes, 
deer and hedgehogs. I was never 
afraid of spiders or bugs – in fact, 
I used to love playing with snails. 
My sisters and I used to compare 
their shells and decide which was 
the prettiest!  
 
DOES NATURE HELP  
YOUR WELLBEING?

Absolutely – especially when I’m 
working at home. I know I’m a 
much happier person if I get out 
into the fresh air and go for a 
walk during my lunch break. I’m 
very much a forest person and 
so being outside, in amongst the 
trees, is my happy place.    
 
HAVE YOU EVER HAD A 
‘WOW’ MOMENT WITH 
WILDLIFE?

One thing that really sticks in my 
mind is seeing my first golden 
eagle as a teenager, while 
out on a group hike for my 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
It was the perfect golden 
light of a summer evening 
and there it was, sitting on a  
post. When it spread its wings 
and flew off the whole bunch  
of us were just like, ‘Wow!’. 
 

WHICH RSPB PROJECT 
HAS INSPIRED YOU MOST? 

The RSPB has so many amazing 
projects across the world, but 
what I find most inspiring is the 
idea that all of us can give nature 
a home in our own patch. It’s 
something I’m really passionate 
about and so my garden is full of 
pollinator-friendly plants and we 
put out food and water for the 
birds. We even have hedgehog 
highways in our fences and a 
hedgehog house – now we’re just 
waiting for one to move in! 
The RSPB website has lots of 
helpful tips on making your garden 
wildlife friendly, so I’d encourage 
anyone interested to take a look:  
rspb.org.uk/yourdoorstep

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
BISCUIT FOR DOING THE 
BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH? 

Definitely a chocolate bourbon. 
There’s nothing better than 
dunking one in a cup of tea. It’s 
a pretty hardy biscuit too, which 
means I can be dunking and still 
watching the birds. Perfect!

News

Between 1995 and 2018, turtle dove numbers in the 
UK crashed by a staggering 95%. But an estimated 
one million turtle doves were saved in 2021, thanks 
to a one-year hunting ban across Spain, Portugal 
and France – countries that all UK turtle doves 
migrate through in spring and autumn. 

This breakthrough came after RSPB staff led the 
creation of an in-depth action plan for the recovery 
of turtle doves, which set out priority conservation 
needs, including an end to unsustainable hunting 
across Europe. We hope this is just the beginning 
and, together with our partners, we will be pressing 
for this ban to be extended. 

Halting hunting gives turtle doves much needed 
breathing space, but it’s not the complete solution 
to their declines. Once in the UK, turtle doves 

Surveying species is vital to help 
us understand how they are faring. 
But that task becomes much harder 
when the birds in question – Manx 
shearwaters and storm petrels – nest 
underground and come and go under 
the cover of darkness. 

So, a team of RSPB scientists decided to 
investigate whether dogs could sniff out 
subterranean seabirds. The team enlisted 
the help of Islay, a Golden Retriever, and 
Dewi, the resident sheepdog on our 
Ramsey Island reserve off the coast of 

Since 2001, the RSPB and Hanson UK  
have been working in partnership on a  
30-year restoration project to transform  
a quarry in the Cambridgeshire Fens into  
a vast wetland nature reserve.  

So far, we’ve created new wetland habitat 
across an area the size of 420 football  
pitches, and 130,000 reeds have been  
planted by hand, many by local volunteers. 
When it’s complete, Ouse Fen will be 
Britain’s biggest reedbed.

The site is already home to a huge array of 
wildlife including bearded tits, cranes, 
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One million turtle doves saved

Meet the team

Sniffing out subterranean seabirds

marsh harriers, water voles and otters. And we’re 
delighted to report that the resonant booms of 12 

male bitterns were heard echoing across the 
reserve during the breeding season in 2021. 
That’s more than the entire UK population in 

1997, when just 11 booming males remained. 

2021 also saw the opening of a new entrance 
to Ouse Fen, allowing visitors to explore an 
access-for-all path to a viewpoint and picnic area, 
as well as onward routes to new trails around 
the site. 

To discover more about Ouse Fen visit  
rspb.org.uk/ousefen

Pembrokeshire. After some rigorous, 
reward-based training the dogs were 
assessed, with encouraging results. 

Islay could pinpoint the precise location 
of a hidden storm petrel scent and tell 
the difference between storm petrel and 
Manx shearwater scents with 100% 
reliability. Dewi was also highly successful 
at finding shearwater nests (see photo).

It’s hoped that the study will encourage 
more research into the use of detection 
dogs in conservation. 
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Dewi in action on Ramsey

struggle to find food and safe places to nest, as a 
result of changes to farming practices. That’s why 
we have seven advisers working across turtle dove 
strongholds in East Anglia and South East England, 
helping hundreds of dedicated farmers and land 
owners to improve conditions for the birds. Only  
by tackling both issues simultaneously can we hope 
to secure a brighter future for turtle doves.

The successes we’ve achieved are  
only possible thanks to supporters 
like you, who not only help fund  
our work for turtle doves over  
the long term, but also – through 
sheer numbers – give us the 
political clout to influence policies 
across Europe. Together, we really 
are a stronger force for nature.
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