
 

 

 





 

Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng 

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 

1 Victoria Street 

London  

 

 

Dear Secretary of State, 

 

I would like to introduce you to RSPB Minsmere, which celebrates its 75
th
 birthday this 

year. At 1186 hectares of reedbed, lowland wet grassland, shingle vegetation and 

lowland heath, Minsmere is recognised as simply one of the best nature reserves in 

England, a truly special and heavily protected place. 

RSPB Minsmere is also one of the most wildlife-rich nature reserves in the whole of the 

UK and is recognised as one of Europe’s most important areas for nature and 

biodiversity. 

For 75 years, our RSPB staff have expertly managed this iconic nature reserve, with the 

help of countless volunteers, local community groups, partners and funders, to create a 

safe haven for wildlife on the Suffolk coast. As a result of these decades of expert habitat 

management, RSPB Minsmere is now home to more than 6,000 species. A number of 

these species is classed as Vulnerable to Extinction and RSPB Minsmere provides them 

with the vital sanctuary they need to survive.   

Some of the UK’s rarest birds, such as marsh harriers and bitterns, have only avoided 

extinction in the UK after surviving in Minsmere’s reedbeds. Avocets – the bird that 

appears on our RSPB logo – started breeding again in the UK at Minsmere in 1947 after 

an absence of more than 100 years and they are now thriving once again across the UK.  

We hope to continue to restore threatened species which are becoming lost from our 

wider landscapes, through the careful management of this reserve for years to come.  

Nature reserves play a vital role in providing the ‘arks’ for these species whilst we work 

with the government to ensure the wider landscape is restored to a condition where it can 

once again provide wildlife rich habitats. 

We know, therefore, that Minsmere and other protected places have a vital role to play in 

the Government’s ambition to deliver the agreed target of ‘30 by 30’ for nature – where 

30% of our land and seas are to be safeguarded and connected to aid nature’s recovery 

by 2030.  To enable us to achieve this target together, it’s critical we continue to protect 

our most important sites. This reserve enjoys protection as a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI), Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA) and 

Ramsar wetland conservation status site. It is also a Council of Europe Diploma Site – 

recognising natural and semi-natural areas and landscapes of exceptional European 

importance for the preservation of biological, geological and landscape diversity, and 

which are managed in an exemplary way. 

 

 



 

Yet, the Sizewell Estate, on the southern boundary of Minsmere, is where EDF plans to 

build a new nuclear power station, Sizewell C.  

We have grave concerns about the potential impact of the Sizewell C development as 

proposed and the impact this could have on the wildlife that depends on Minsmere and 

the landscape immediately around it. We believe this development could be catastrophic 

for wildlife. Once the construction is in progress, we are extremely concerned that the 

work will impact the coastline, affecting the rare plant and insect communities along the 

reserve frontage on the shoreline.  The increase in levels of noise and light pollution from 

the building works is very likely to impact Minsmere’s rare wetland wildlife. Marsh 

harriers, breeding and wintering ducks and geese, and wading birds will be particularly 

sensitive.  Offshore, uncertainty regarding the combined impacts of the various outfalls in 

the marine environment may affect vital food supplies for Minsmere’s birds, such as the 

important colonies of breeding terns. These effects will be long-term and potentially 

devastating.  

Over 104,000 people have already spoken up for nature and to tell us they 

#LoveMinsmere. They’ve told us, and you, how much they love Minsmere through letters, 

formal consultations, public events and the decades of dedicated volunteering it took to 

help create this iconic reserve.  

We have put all we can into engaging with the Examination process to achieve the best 

outcome for nature and are pleased that progress was made on some issues.  However, 

we remain of the view that the current proposals for Sizewell C should not be consented 

due to potentially serious impacts on nature.  In simple terms, we find it inconceivable 

that the Government will choose to put one of its most protected and important nature 

reserves at risk at a time when it has committed itself to addressing the biodiversity crisis. 

It does not make any sense. 

The decision now rests with you. With time running out, please do the right thing and 

make sure that Minsmere is protected for both people and wildlife, for generations to 

come.  

www.rspb.org.uk/minsmere 

 

 

 

Beccy Speight – RSPB CEO 





 







































































































































































































































































































































































 

Photos: Love Minsmere by David Tipling (rspb-images.com) ; Bearded tit by Leslie 

Carter (rspb-images.com); Adder by Ben Andrew (rspb-images.com); Bittern By Ben 

Andrew (rspb-images.com); Comma Butterfly, Canary Shouldered Thorn, 

Damselflies, Leafcutter Bee, Red and Black Froghoppers, Swollen Thighed Beetle, 

Volucella Zonaria and Ragged Robin by Lucy Hodson; Round Leaved Sundew by 

Leif Bersweden; Common Feather-moss by Leif Bersweden; Amethyst Deceivers 

and Fly Agaric by Lucy Hodson; Starling Murmuration by Ben Andrew; Water Vole by 

Ben Andrew (rspb-images.com)  

 
 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.   
In England and Wales, no: 207076.   
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