
 
 
 
 

 
Oxford Swift City – Nestbox scheme application form 
 

 
Why do swifts need our help? 
Swifts are truly incredible birds, with a long cultural association with Oxford. They can do 
everything on the wing including eating, sleeping and drinking – and are capable of flying faster 
than 60mph. Swifts use gaps and cracks in buildings to nest in, but sadly, a loss of suitable 
nesting sites and reduction in airborne insects has meant that swift numbers have decline by 
51% from 1995 to 2015. 

 
What is the Oxford Swift City project doing?   
Oxford Swift City is a partnership project, led by the RSPB, working alongside the community to 
help protect our local swifts. We’re organising surveys run by volunteers, raising awareness 
through walks and talks, improving nesting sites and working with local people. 
 

How can your community group help? 
You can get involved with swift conservation by applying for a Swift Survival Kit. Each kit 
contains up to five swift nestboxes, a pack of wildflower seed, up to ten advice packs on helping 
swifts in Oxford, and a certificate of participation to proudly display in your building.  
 

Which groups can apply? 
Any group with a suitable building can apply, such as community associations, places of 
worship, sports clubs, or schools. 

 
Nestboxes  
External swift nestboxes will provide swifts with a home on your building. Nesting swifts are 
quiet and clean, and don’t nest in lofts or enter buildings. Swifts are communal, so they like to 
have nest sites close to others – you can apply for up to 5 nest boxes.  
Nestboxes need to be placed at least 5m above ground in a safe, shaded location, ideally on 
the north, east or west side of the building. There needs to be completely unobstructed airspace 
in front of the box, allowing the swifts to fly at high speed directly into the nest. The nestbox 
location should be undisturbed by people or potential predators.  
To put up the box you will need to drill holes into the wall and have appropriate screws and 
fixings for the building material. More detail about putting up the box will be provided in the kit. 
 

To apply 
Please complete and return this form to oxfordswiftcity@rspb.org.uk. Kits will be allocated to 
groups that meet the allocation criteria on a first come, first served basis. The project ends in 
November 2018 so forms may not be processed after September 2018. Please note, we will 
need to order the kits in batches, so you may need to wait a while before we can send you your 
kit. If you have any queries please get in touch by email or phone 07740515848. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (‘RSPB’) is a registered charity: England and Wales no 207076, Scotland no 

SCO37654. 
 
 

mailto:oxfordswiftcity@rspb.org.uk


 

Name of group: 
 
 

Type of group: 
 

Contact name and role in group: 
 
 

Contact telephone: 
 

Contact email: 
 
 

Address where nestboxes will be located: 
 
 
 
Postcode:  

Delivery address (if different): 
 
 
 
Postcode: 

How many nestboxes would you like? (up to 5) 
 

 

How many advice packs would you like? (up to 10) 
 

 

Allocation criteria: 

 The group’s premises must be within the Oxford City council administrative boundary. 

 Any group can apply, applications will be accepted at the discretion of the RSPB.  

 Groups must have appropriate locations on the building: space more than 5m above ground on the North, 
East or West side, with unobstructed airspace in front and inaccessible to predators. 

On signing this form, you confirm that you agree to abide by the following conditions: 

 Written permission from the owner of the building must be provided below.  

 The group or building owner must have adequate public liability insurance. Neither the RSPB nor any 
project partners will take responsibility for any injuries or damage caused in connection with this scheme. 

 The group must agree to confirm receipt of the kit, to put up the boxes supplied, and to notify the RSPB 
when the nestboxes have been put up by emailing oxfordswiftcity@rspb.org.uk  

 The group must agree to put boxes up in the most suitable location, following the advice provided. The 
group must agree to a site visit by the RSPB or project partner if suitability of site is uncertain. 

 The group must agree to have the location of the boxes registered in a record of swift nestbox sites. 

 The signatory has the consent of the group to apply on their behalf. 
 
Signature:                                                                                                              Date: 
 
 
 
Print Name: 

Building owner:  
Signature:                                                                                                              Date: 
 
 
 
Print Name: 
I confirm that I am the owner of the building stated on this form and that the building has public liability insurance 
which covers any risk associated with the nestboxes. I hereby give my consent for up to 5 swift boxes to be fixed 
to the building. 

Please complete and return this form to oxfordswiftcity@rspb.org.uk  
Any personal data submitted will be held securely and in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. We respect your 
privacy and will not sell your personal data to any third party. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (‘RSPB’) is a 

registered charity: England and Wales no 207076, Scotland no SCO37654. 
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