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AGM Afternoon Session: The future of conservation – Q&As 
 

 
Last updated: 17/12/2020 
 

Following the RSPB’s online AGM, these Q&As have been put together to help answer your questions that we did not have time to answer 
during this session.  
 

The full recording is available on our website and can be viewed here. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the responses, please email Emily.lomax@rspb.org.uk  

 

The future of conservation - Q&As  

Question Answer 

What age range does Youth cover in the RSPB?  Our work people work engages people of all ages we don't exclude anyone but 
primarily when we say 'youth' we mean 16-24 year olds. Strategically we focus 
the majority of our work and effort on primary aged children and 16-24 year olds. 
This is because people often connect with nature before they leave primary 
school, so we want to nurture that where we can. At the start of secondary 
school, interest generally tends to tail off in the early teenage years - and picks 
up again when they are 16 onward; so we are more likely to be effective with our 
work if we target these age groups. 
 

What is the average age of the membership?  We have 240k young members (under the age of 18) roughly 90k of these are 
teenage member.   

https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/events-dates-and-inspiration/events/agm/
mailto:Emily.lomax@rspb.org.uk
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How can we older RSPB members help youth 
councillors to engage even more young people to their 
cause?  

Listen to young people. Find out where they are talking, speaking or writing and 
listen to what they think and their views.  Amplify their voices. Champion their 
thoughts and their right to be heard in the forums and spaces where they are not 
present. Think about the access, platforms and opportunities that you have - 
how could you share this with or offer it to a young person? E.g. sharing your 
knowledge or expertise, or inviting them to speak at a community group you are 
involved in. Could you include a young person in something you are doing for 
nature? Involve them in decision making. Put pressure on corporations, 
governments, local authorities to involve young people in their decision making. 
Support the causes that they care about, and the campaigns that they lead. 
Share your passion, take action for nature, be an activist in the way that you 
want to, role model what it means to be a good citizen - older members can 
inspire younger members too. 

Please could you tell us what the RSPB youth council’s 
stance is on driven grouse shooting?   

We would need more time to speak to them collectively to get this answer. As 
we would need to spend quite a bit of time understanding the issues. We know 
some of the members already know lots about it, others will not know much at 
all. Views on driven grouse shooting can generate quite heated discussions and 
we would not want to open them up as potential targets to bullying online. So 
this would need to be carefully managed. Thank you for enquiring about their 
views. 

Does the youth council meet with the Trustees of the 
RSPB and advise them on young people’s concerns 
and ideas? Do you have any input into policy and 
strategy?  

Yes they do. The Youth Council input their views into many RSPB policies and 
strategies. Most recently the Youth Council members have been consulted as 
part of the process to develop the new organisational strategy; which is still 
ongoing. They also helped develop the Youth Strategy. An example of a policy 
they have inputted their views on recently is on our policy on Non-Violent Direct 
Action. The Youth Council have some interaction with the Trustees, in the past 
AGM has been one of the ways that members would meet, however this year 
that has been limited. We are currently developing a proposal to integrate the 
Youth Council better within our governance structures which will create a more 
regular dialogue and connection with the Trustees. 

Does the youth group have a strategy for bringing 
nature awareness into schools and the education 
programme, e.g. lunchtime or after-school clubs?  

The 10 members of the Youth Council don't but we are revising our strategy and 
plans, more to share soon hopefully. 
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Are there any examples of changes in what the RSPB 
does achieve by the youth council?  

There are so many things over the years, so we will take it as an action to share 
this online, so that everyone can see the detail. I will try and summarise a few 
examples to give you some idea though - they have all been advocates for 
RSPB and nature in many talks, webinars and focus groups that either 
influenced decision makers, such as giving a speech at Westminster on a young 
person’s perspective on the environment last year, or inspired others such as 
the Time is Now Lobby panel discussion and Q&A this year. They have also 
influenced RSPB strategy and policy acting as a key consultant, such as our 
revised our approach to Non Violent Direct Action. 

How can a cub scout pack get involved with activities in 
south Wales?  

I would encourage you to take part in Wild Challenge - you'll find lots of different 
activities online that are self-led and can be adapted for any age. These could 
be perfect to do as a Scout Group. The objective of all these activities is for 
firstly the young people to have fun but also to better connect with nature and 
learn about the ways that you can take action for it. https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-
and-learning/for-families/family-wild-challenge/ 

What tools should we be using to engage more 
effectively with young conservationists?  

Ask them, involve young people in the process, they are more likely to engage if 
young people are part of that process. Relevance is key, it needs to be relevant. 
And go where they are - reach out to them on the channels and community 
spaces they are using. 

When in secondary school many years ago I joined the 
Young Ornithologists Club. This was brought to my 
attention by my science master. Do you think RSPB 
could do more in secondary schools?  

RSPB has to focus its resource on the areas where it is going to have the 
maximum impact. In terms of deepening pupils’ connection to nature within the 
school’s framework, primary aged children need to be our focus. We do 
however, offer engagement opportunities for secondary schools through Big 
Schools Birdwatch and our Schools on Reserves Programme. In addition, we try 
and support and work with organisations that do specialise in older students 
such as Action for Conservation. 

Do you think that there are enough wild spaces in the 
areas where people typically live?  

No, accessibility to green space is an issue and something we are passionate 
about changing. 

Jannis spoke about a lack of diversity in respect of 
rural/urban and middle/lower class. Is it worse with 
minority ethnic young people, and, if so, how do we 
address that?  

Yes, there is a lack of diversity in terms of ethnicity. Conservation is the least 
diverse sector in the UK after farming. It's a huge challenge so summarising 
what's to be done won't be easy to answer briefly. But in summary organisations 
need to recognise that there is a problem first and invest time and money into 
finding out more about the issues and creating an action plan of what needs to 
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be done. A good starting point is talking about it, so thank you for raising this. I'd 
like to point you to this blog which both shares some experiences of young 
birders and suggests some actions that can be taken:  
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Birding_in_the_UK_Where_Are_the_
PeopleLikeMe.aspx?s_id=558059018  
 
In the youth development team we have created a specific Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion (EDI) action plan that looks at how we can improve EDI in 
everything we do. We've used some of the suggestions from Sorrel's 
recommendation (that are mentioned in the blog) as a starting point. Our 
approach is to work with many more partners that will enable us to reach diverse 
audiences, working with and supporting them. 

I am trying to engage with young people through local 
schools, but the business of teachers seems to be a 
barrier. Are there better ways to reach young people in 
schools?  

Teachers have a huge remit and very little spare time to engage with others 
unless it directly helps them achieve their outcomes. In order to grab their 
attention, you need to start from the place of how you can help them! 

Surely some of making people – all ages – aware is to 
get them off the mobile phone etc. so they can have a 
look round and take the plugs out of their ears so they 
can hear?  

I agree that technology does have issues that we need to challenge, however 
we're also interested in how we can use technology for good. If people are on 
their phones and computers how can we utilise that for good? We've already 
seen it happen with the climate strikes. 

When I was in primary school in the 1950s, Nature 
Studies were part of the curriculum. Should such 
studies be reinstated in the National Curriculum?  

There are many and frequent opportunities for the natural word to feature in a 
child’s school education. It is part of the curricula in all four countries from early 
years through secondary. Whilst it is no longer a separate subject, it is well 
integrated across many, which is right, as nature is interdependent on human 
and other processes.  

Do the RSPB go into schools to talk/show nature in 
their local area?  

Yes we do, you'll find all the details here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-
learning/for-teachers/school-outreach-visits/  
Unfortunately this is paused due to COVID. 

Have you considered linking up with other urban groups 
– e.g. allotment societies, gardening groups, guides, 
scouts, church youth groups etc.  

Yes, we are actually reaching out to lots of other groups at the moment! Mainly 
other youth ambassadors and youth council at conservation and wildlife 
charities. There is a lot we can share and learn from each other. 
 

https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Birding_in_the_UK_Where_Are_the_PeopleLikeMe.aspx?s_id=558059018
https://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/Birding_in_the_UK_Where_Are_the_PeopleLikeMe.aspx?s_id=558059018
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/school-outreach-visits/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/school-outreach-visits/
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Do you have thoughts on how you could leverage the 
‘Greta Thunberg effect’ where we saw the school’s 
climate strikes and great interest from young people in 
environmental issues, especially climate change?  

Give them opportunities to take action (e.g. volunteering, speaking), and ideas of 
changes they can make to their lifestyle. Once people are aware and care, they 
are then ready to take action. 

What do you think stops more younger people speaking 
up for nature? Are there ways the wider RSPB 
membership or Local Groups could help?  

A variety of reasons. They may not feel confident to do so as it's not something 
their peers are doing. fear of being different or standing out. They may have eco-
anxiety that overwhelms them. There also might be too many pressures on them 
already - they don't have the time or the space to commit to something like this. 
They may not know there is an issue, or have the luxury of experiencing nature 
near them, or no one in their circle that introduces them to it. They might not 
know how to speak up, or that speaking up is a good action to take. So role 
modelling this behaviour and showing young people that are and how to do it is 
a good way to create change and encourage other young people to join the 
movement. And providing more opportunities for young people to experience 
nature and giving them the tools and the capabilities to take action. 

How would you like older people to respond to the 
concerns and interests of younger people?  

Listening to what we have to say and supporting our right to have our voices 
heard. Stand up for young people's right to be heard in the conversations we are 
not present in. You may not agree but it's important to have dialogue with all 
generation.  Where you can give opportunities to young people. What can you 
offer? Is it your expertise? Your social media channels? Your community 
groups? But just supporting our voices and causes would be brilliant. 

Where can I read some of Kabir’s writing?  Check our his blog here: https://kabirswildsideoflondon.blogspot.com/  
 
or if you are on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/Kaulofthewilduk?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Ese
rp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor  

How do these two view the older generations and the 
condition of the planet that they are now inheriting?  

The view on the condition of the planet is that it is not good - however their view 
of the older generations is that there is still time to act!  There are people doing 
great things, but they need to do more. 
 

How many girls are on the youth council?  There are 5 girls and 4 boys.  

Should environmental protection form part of the 
curriculum? 

Yes definitely! 

https://kabirswildsideoflondon.blogspot.com/
https://twitter.com/Kaulofthewilduk?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/Kaulofthewilduk?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Are you intending to carry your great experience in 
university studies?  

We haven't decided what our next steps will be yet, either way nature we be a 
part of our lives. 

Do they think that the national curriculum could be 
improved to connect young people (and teachers) to 
the natural environment?  

Yes definitely!  

Do you think that taking secondary school pupils on 
trips to the countryside e.g. Field Study Centres has an 
effect on them, by giving them an experience of wild 
places and countryside that many of them never get? 
Sometimes children just need their eyes opening to the 
possibilities out there, and many of them never get this 
chance.  

All new trips/visit experiences have a value and will likely have a positive effect 
on young people. The extent of that effect is likely dependant on individual 
factors 
 

What one animal would you put on your Christmas list if 
by doing so you could ensure its survival? 

I would like to put the Hen Harrier on my Christmas list. If their numbers 
increase, our upland ecosystems will thrive again, and once their numbers have 
increased rapidly, people from across the country can learn about these 
magnificent birds just by seeing them. Through educating a wider audience 
about the importance of Hen Harriers, it will help to boost conservation efforts to 
save them and evoke a passion in more people for UK wildlife. 

Are you actively looking at encouraging schools to start 
wildlife clubs around the country? Does the RSPB 
support the youth council in promoting awareness in 
this way?  

No, we are not actively promoting this. 

We have a junior wildlife group in our village and wider 
area, the membership dropped to about 2 families over 
the past 20 years.  Even those few remaining children 
have conflicting sporting events, even schools 
arranging conflicting activities. I think it might need a 
more 'joined up' approach. Our Wildlife Trusts local 
'Watch Group' is more popular, but parents comment 
that there are conflicting activities. It becomes 
increasingly difficult once they are over 11 years. Any 
suggestions how to compete with football et al? 
 

I agree it is challenging, families can lead very busy lives. Our advice would be 
not to try to compete with football (because that will be a challenging battle!) but 
to think about how we make nature more relevant or accessible to young people 
and families. How can we make it easier to fit within their current lives? Wild 
Challenge is a fantastic example of something that is accessible and can be 
made relevant to the person depending on their interest. There are a range of 
activities and they are all self-led: https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-
families/family-wild-challenge/  
 
You could also think about adapting the model to make it less of a time 
commitment or pressure. I'd recommend asking the young people and the 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-families/family-wild-challenge/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-families/family-wild-challenge/
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families what they would like to get out of it and what they would like to do - co-
create the adaptations together, if they have invested in the solution and been 
listened to they are more likely to take part and adopt it. 

Do the RSPB give training to Youth Council members 
e.g. campaigning skills?  

We don't currently give in depth training, as they've all either been pretty skilled 
already, learnt from the others or not been a top interest. But an interesting idea 
to put forward to them in the future.  
 

Do they still have pigeons in Trafalgar Square?  Yes.  

I didn’t really discover and appreciate the work of the 
RSPB until well into my adulthood. Given the truth that 
what you care about has to first be in your awareness, 
what ways can we reach those families and children 
that do not have those opportunities to experience 
nature. Could the RSPB work with Schools or local 
groups, Cubs, Scouts, etc? 

We do! RSPB engages over quarter of a million pupils each year through the 
formal schools’ sector. We also work with uniform groups on our reserves and 
through partnerships such as that with the Girlguiding London and South East 
England region.  

What more can RSPB do to bring more youth into 
active involvement?  

We are already making some great changes internally - championing young 
people, involving young people in decision making and idea generation, 
amplifying their voices, creating more routes in. BUT we need to do more across 
the whole organisation. We have big ambitions, hopefully we can share more of 
our work soon. 

Where do you see your careers?  In the future, I hope to be a conservationist, specialising in urban environments, 
and bringing focus and awareness to the biodiversity in cities. I would also like to 
be a broadcaster, which would help to encourage many more people to embrace 
the natural world in concrete jungles. 


